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The  demonftrations  of  love  and  gratitude 
which  were  lavifhed  on  the  King  and  Royal 
Family  on  the  day  of  the  Federation,  and 
particularly  the  energy  with  which  almoll  all 
the  Deputies  of  the  National  Guards  from 
the  Provinces  manifefted  their  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  their  Majefties,  alarmed  the  fac- 
tious and  their  adherents  beyond  all  expref- 
non.  They  believed  they  faw  the  Royalifm 
of  the  ancient  fyftem  reviving,  and  that  was 
the  enemy  they  moft  dreaded  :  they  therefore 
hailened  to  oppofe  it,  in  order  to  give  it  no 
time  to  make  a  quicker  progrefs.  They  prac- 
tifed  on  this  occafion  the  arts  which  had 
never  failed  them,  thofe  of  circulating  doubts 

and 
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and  fufpicions,  and  of  pretending  to  believe 
in  confpiracies  and  counter-revolutionary  pro- 
jecls.  They  made  it  a  great  crime  in  the 
King  not  to  have  taken  the  oath,  as  M.  de 
la  Fayette  did,  upon  the  National  Altar ; 
they  pretended  alfo  that  the  Nation  ought  to 
be  highly  offended  becaufe  his  Majefly's 
chair  at  the  Federation  was  raifed  two  or  three 
inches  above  the  level  of  the  Prefident's,  and 
were  continually  talking  of  the  infolence  of 
the  Throne,  and  of  the  arrogance  of  the 
Executive  Power  s  chair.  The  Jacobin 
Editors  of  Papers  were  more  violent  and  in- 
flammatory than  ever.  One  of  them,  Ca- 
mille  Defmoulins,  took  the  opportunity  of 
the  Federation  to  refer  to  the  triumph  of 
Paulus  Emilius,  and  called  it  a  truly  Na- 
tional Feftival,  in  which  a  King,  with  his 
hands  tied  behind  his  back,  followed  in  hu- 
miliation the  car  of  the  conqueror. 

In  a  paper,  entitled  Cen  eft  fait  de  nous, 
It  is  all  over  with  us,  that  appeared  in  the 
Journal  called  V Ami  du  Peu/ile,  of  which 
Marat  was  the  Editor,  there  was  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  :  "  Citizens  of  every  age 
"  and  of  every  condition  !  the  meafures 
<<  taken  by  the  Affembly  cannot  prevent 

your  ruin  :  it  is  over  with  you  for  ever  if 
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"  you  do  not  run  to  arms,  if  you  do  not  re-* 
M  fume  that  heroic  valour  which  has  twice 
"  faved  France,  firft  on  the  14th  of  July, 
"  and  then  on  the  5th  of  October.    Fly  to 
i*  St.  Cloud,  if  it  be  not  already  too  late, 
44  bring  back  the  King  and  the  Dauphin 
44  within  your  walls,  keep  a  good  guard  over 
44  them,  and  let  them  be  refponfible  to  you 
*'  for  what  may  happen.     Shut  up  the 
1 1  Auftrian  and  her  brother-in-law,  that  they 
<4  may  no  longer  plot  together.    Seize  all 
44  the  Miniflers  and  their  Clerks,  put  them 
44  into  irons  :  fecure  the  Chief  of  the  Mu- 
44  nicipality  and  the  Mayor's  Lieutenant. 
-  *  *  Keep  your  eye  on  the  General ;  arreft  the 
"  Staff  Officers;  take  the  poft  of  artillery 
* 4  in  the  Rue-  Verte  ;  make  yourfelves  maf- 
"  ters  of  all  the  magazines  and  powder- 
s<  mills,  and  let  the  cannon  be  divided  among 
"  the  Diftricls.    Hafte,  hafte,  if  it  be  not 
"  too  late,  or  foon  will  the  enemy's  hofts 
**  fall  upon  you  ;  foon  will  you  fee  the  pri- 
J<  vileged  orders  rearing  their  heads  again, 
st  and  defpotifm,  horrid  defpotifm,  will  ap- 
s*  pear  more  formidable  than  ever.    Five  or 
s<  fix  hundred  heads  ftruck  off  would  have 
44  infured  you  peace,  liberty,  and  happinefs ; 
44  but  the  miflaken  humanity  that  withheld 

44  your 


July  1790.]     FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


s 


**  your  hands  will  coft  the  lives  of  millions 
**  of  your  brethren.  Let  your  enemies 
"  triumph  but  a  moment,  and  blood  will 
"  flow  in  ftreams  :  they  will  cut  your  throats 
"  without  pity,  rip  up  your  wives,  and  ex- 
**  tinguim  for  ever  among  you  the  love  of 
*f  liberty ;  their  bloody  hands  will  fearch 
"  for  the  heart  in  the  bowels  of  your  chil- 
"  dren." 

M.  Malouet  in  a  moft  eloquent  manner 
denounced  thofe  Editors  to  the  AlTembly. 
He  had  fcarcely  named  Camille  Defmoulins 
and  Marat,  when  violent  murmurs,  mixecj 
with  burfts  of  laughter,  arofe  among  the 
members  of  the  Cote  Gauche,  the  indecency 
of  which  the  exafperated  fpeaker  effectually 
expofed,  and  urged  with  fo  much  energy  the 
danger  of  fuffering  fuch  ferious  outrages  as 
thofe  he  had  denounced  to  go  unpunifhed, 
that  it  was  decreed,  conformably  to  his  mo- 
tion, that  before  the  AlTembly  broke  up  the 
King's  Attorney  fhould  be  fent  for",  and  en- 
joined to  profecute  for  treafon  againft  the 
Nation  the  authors,  printers,  and  fellers  of 
writings  exciting  the  people  to  rebellion 
againft  the  laws,  to  bloodmed,  or  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  Conftitution.  The  King's 
Attorney  of  the  Chatelet  came  in  during  the 

B  3  Sitting, 
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Sitting,  and  the  Prefident  read  to  him  the 
Decree  that  had  juft  been  pafTed.  The  ten- 
dency of  it  was  too  wife,  and  too  ufeful  to 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  order,  to  obtain  the 
approbation  of  the  Jacobin  Club :  they  in- 
veighed furioufly  againft  this  Decree,  which 
they  confidered  as  effentially  counter-revo- 
lutionary, and  only  calculated  to  retard  Li- 
berty. In  confequence,  one  of  its  molt  zea- 
lous members,  who  was  likewife  a  Member 
of  the  AfTembly  (Dubois  de  CranceJ, 
moved  fome  modifications  of  it ;  but  they 
were  rejected  by  a  great  majority.  The  day 
following  they  were  artfully  introduced  again 
by  Petion  in  the  Evening  Sitting,  and  power- 
fully fupported  by  Alexander  Lameth. 
The  members  of  the  Cote  Droit  were  un- 
fortunately in  the  habit  of  attending  thefe 
Sittings  much  lefs  regularly  than  thofe  of  the 
morning,  and  even  to  thofe  a  great  number 
of  them  never  came  till  it  was  pall:  eleven 
o'clock  :  fo  that  before  that  hour,  as  well  as 
in  the  Sittings  of  the  evening,  the  Cote 
Gauche  were  certain  of  the  majority,  not 
only  to  pafs  the  molt,  extravagant  Decrees, 
"but  to  revoke  the  wifeft ;  and  fuch  was  the 
fate  of  that  of  the  31ft  of  July  in  the  Even- 
ing Sitting  of  the  2d  of  Augult.  Inftead  of 
1  the 
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the  general  injunction  laid  on  the  King's 
Attorney,  to  profecute  as  guilty  of  treafon 
againft  the  Nation  the  authors,  printers,  and 
fellers  of  all  writings  moving  the  people  to 
rebellion,  bloodfhed,  &c.  he  was  forbidden 
to  inftitute  aclions,  or  undertake  Jirofe- 
cutions,  on  account  of  any  writings  what- 
ever hitherto  publiihed,  excepting,  how- 
ever, Marat's  paper,  entitled  C'en  eft  fait 
de  nous.  There  was  a  ftriking  difference 
between  this  paper  and  the  Journal  of  Ca- 
mille  Defmoulins,  both  denounced  by  M. 
Malouet.  Marat  was  a  furious  writer,  al- 
ways blood-thirfty,  and  whofe  rage  refpecled 
no  one.  Camille  Defmoulins,  though  a 
warm  Revolutionift,  had  the  prudence  to  in- 
fult  only  the  King  and  Royal  Family  ;  to 
devote  to  the  lantern,  of  which  he  had  con- 
ftituted  himfelf  Attorney  General,  only  Arif- 
tocrats,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Nobility  and 
Clergy.  He  wrote  in  the  pureft  fenfe  of  the 
Revolution,  and  confequently  had  a  great 
right  to  the  protection  of  the  patriots  of 
eminence  who  compofed  the  Cote  Gauche 
of  the  ArTembly. 

Although  the  Decree  of  the  31ft  of  July 
had  been  almoft  completely  revoked  by  that 
of  the  2d  of  Auguft,  it  was  to  be  feared 

B  4  that 
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that  it  might  ftill  create  fome  uneafinefs  to 
the  Revolutionary  Emiffaries  difperfed  about 
the  country.  It  was  therefore  neceflary  to 
remove  their  apprehenflons,  and  to  convince 
them  that  the  Affembly  had  again  fully  em- 
braced its  fyftem  of  indulgence,  not  only  for 
inflammatory  writings,  but  even  for  the  moft 
ferious  outrages  which  were  excited  by  them. 
Accordingly  three  days  after,  in  another 
nocturnal  Sitting,  it  was  decreed,  on  the 
motion  of  Chapelier,  "  that  the  Prefident 
f*  mould  wait  upon  the  King,  to  beg  of  him 
44  to  order  that  all  the  criminal  proceedings 
"  inftituted  in  the  Departments  of  Lifle  and 
44  Vilaine,  of  the  Lower  Loire  and  Mor- 
44  bihan,  on  account  of  the  depredations  and 
44  acts  of  violence  committed  in  feveral  pa- 
4 4  rifhes  of  thofe  Departments,  mould  be 
44  withdrawn;  and  that  the  perfons  impri- 
44  foned  by  virtue  of  thofe  proceedings 
44  mould  be  fet  at  liberty." 

Thefe  decrees  having  more  than  ever  fe- 
cured  for  the  Brigands  an  exemption  from 
the  punifhment  of  all  crimes  whatever  com- 
mitted in  the  name  of  Liberty,  or  accom- 
panied with  imprecations  againft  the  Arifto- 
crats,  produced  the  effect  which  the  Factious 
had  promifed  themfelves  from  them.  Riot- 
ous 


Aug.  1790.]     FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


Q 


ous  afTemblies  were  renewed  at  the  Palais- 
Royal,  and  at  the  Thuilleries :  the  mofr. 
fanguinary  motions  were  made  from  day  to 
day,  and  new  lifts  of  profcriptions  drawn 
out.  At  fir  ft  it  was  voted  in  thefe  groups 
that  the  Minitters  mould  be  difmiffed,  then 
that  they  fh ould  be  arretted,  and  foon  after 
that  they  mould  be  executed.  At  the  very 
doors  of  the  Aflembly  exhortations  to  hang 
M.  de  Montmorin,  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin, 
and  M.  de  St.  Prieji,  were  cried  aloud  ; 
the  two  former,  becaufe  a  paflage  had  been 
granted  to  fome  detachments  of  Auflrian 
troops  over  the  frontiers  of  France  to  the 
Belgic  Provinces.  This  paflage,  mutually 
ftipulated  by  the  treaties  fubfifting  between 
France  and  the  Empire,  was  confidered  by 
the  terrified  patriots  as  an  invafion  of  the 
country  by  the  armies  of  the  Emperor.  The 
crime  imputed  to  M.  de  St.  Prieji  was, 
that  he  had  entered  into  the  pretended  coun- 
ter-revolutionary confpiracy,  of  which  M. 
de  Maillehois  and  M.  de  Bonne-Savardin 
were  accufed ;  the  latter  of  whom  had  been 
arretted  on  the  lft  of  May  by  the  Munici- 
pality of  Pont  de  Beauvoifm,  and  removed 
to  the  prifon  of  the  Ahbaye. 

M.  de  Bonne- Savardin's  efcape  with  the 

Abbe 
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Abbe  de  Barmont,  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Affembly,  and  a  very  decided  Royalift, 
had  given  this  imaginary  confpiracy  a  con- 
fiftency,  of  which,  from  its  abfurdity,  it 
would  not  have  been  otherwife  fufceptible. 
The  Committee  of  Inquiry  for  the  town, 
whofe  fervice  confrfted  lefs  in  difcovering 
real  plots  than  in  fuppofing  them,  and  in  al- 
ways having  a  fufficient  number  of  them  to 
fupply  the  Revolutionary  Journals,  difplayed 
their  zeal  on  this  occafion  by  the  publication 
of  a  volume  in  odavo,  of  200  pages,  en- 
titled— A  Report  made  to  the  Committee  of 
Jnquiiy  of  the  Municipality  of  Paris, 
tending  to  denounce  M.  de  Maillebois,  M. 
Bonne-Savardin,  and  M.  Guignard  de  St. 
Prieft,  with  the  vouchers,  and  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  Committee. 

It  appeared  from  this  Report  that  one 
Mafbt,  who  had  been  M.  de  Maillebois's 
fecretary,  had  appeared  before  the  Committee 
on  the  24th  of  March  1790,  and  denounced 
a  Memoir  which,  he  faid,  had  been  given 
to  him  by  M,  de  Bonne-Savardin  in  the 
month  of  February  preceding  to  be  copied, 
and  which  contained  the  plan  of  a  counter- 
revolution in  M,  de  Maillebois's  hand- 
writing.   Neither  the  original  nor  copy  of 

this 
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this  writing  had  been  produced  to  the  Com- 
mittee, but  merely  an  extract ;  which  Maf- 
Jot  declared  he  had  written  from  memory, 
and  which  the  Committee  reported  in  the 
following  terms  : 

"  An  intelligent  officer  offers  his  fervices 
"  to  the  Count  d'Jrtois  to  effect  his  return 
"  to  France  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  dig- 
M  nity,  in  cafe  the  Prince  has  no  other  views. 
"  This  officer,  who  believes  the  thing  pof- 
"  fible,  propofes  to  engage  the  King  of  Sar- 
<*  dinia  to  lend  25,000  foldiers,  and  make 
"  an  advance  of  fix  millions  of  livres ;  to  en- 
M  gage  Spain  to  enter  into  this  project,  either 
"  by  furnifhing  troops,  or  by  making  an  ad- 
M  vance  of  eight  millions  ;  and  to  found 
*'  the  Emperor,  to  find  if  he  were  willing  to 
*'  furnifh  fuccours  of  either  kind. 

"  It  feems  certain  that  the  Duke  of  Deux- 
"  Ponts,  the  Margrave  of  Baden,  the  Land- 
"  grave  of  Hejfe,  &c.  will  fupport  this  plan 
*.*  with  all  their  power,  as  they  are  deter- 
"  mined  to  maintain  their  rights  in  Alface. 

V  When  this  confederacy  is  formed,  a 
"  Manifesto  muft  be  thought  of  in  the 
"  Prince's  cabinet,  and  drawn  up  by  i\L 
"  Mounier  and  M.  Lally  Tolendal, 
"  grounded  upon  the  Declaration  of  the 

"  month 
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"  month  of  June.    The  Manifefto,  after 

44  having  been  feen  by  the  officer,  mould  be 

"  publimed  before  the  campaign  was  entered 

44  upon. 

44  The  firft  ftep  mould  be  to  march  towards 

fi  Lyons,  where  it  is  hoped  there  will  be 

44  little  difficulty  to  furmount,  on  account 

44  of  the  privileges  that  might  be  imme- 

44  diately  granted  to  that  town  in  favour  of 

44  its  commerce.    Another  army  might  be 

"  led  by  Brabant,  and  a  third  by  Lorraine. 

44  It  may  be  expedled  that  thefe  three  armies 

44  will  be  greatly  augmented  by  the  anti- 

"  patriotic  party.    By  the  management  of 

44  Ikilful  emifTaries,  and  by  the  means  of 

44  money,  the  troops  that  are  on  the  frontiers 

44  would  be  gained  over.    The  three  armies 

"  mould  advance  to  Corbeil,  Senlis,  and 

44  Meaux,   mould  difarm  all  the  Munici- 

44  palities  that  lay  in  or  near  their  road,  make 

44  them  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 

£4  King,   and  compel  them  to  recall  their 

iS  Deputies,   mould  -  the  States-General  be 

11  then  fitting.    Paris  mould  be  blockaded ; 

*4  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  this  means  the 

44  Nation  would  be  brought  into  a  proper 

44  way  of  thinking." 

Maffot  added  in  hisDeclaration, i(  that  being 

>  V  ju% 
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"  juftly  alarmed  at  the  enormity  of  this  plan, 
f*  he  left  M.  de  Maillebois  with  an  inten- 
*'  tion  to  denounce  the  confpirators  :  that 
"  M.  de  Boune-Savardin  had  told  him 
"  (Majfot)  that  the  Sardinian  AmbafTador, 
"  who  was  in  the  fecret  of  the  plan,  had 
11  undertaken  to  raife  30  millions  in  Paris'  to 
"  favour  the  execution  of  it:  that  M.  de 
"  Maillebois's  Valet-de-Chambre  had  alfo 
M  told  him,  that  while  he  was  dreffing  his 
M  mailer  on  the  22d  of  March,  the  day  of 
"  his  departure,  he  appeared  to  be  in  great 
"  agitation,  and  even  trembled,  Jb  much, 
"  that  he  could  not  utter  a  fyllable  ;  and  that 
"  after  he  was  dreffed  he  leaned  upon  the 
M  chimney-piece,  and  faid  in  a  mournful 
"  tone  of  voice,  That  cruel  fellow  MafTot 
*'  has  betrayed  me  /" 

This  valet-de-chambre,  named  Le  Noir, 
being  called  before  the  Committee  three  days 
after  Majfot' s  declaration  had  been  taken, 
depofed,  in-  fact,  that  M.  de  Maillebois  had 
appeared  very  much  agitated  on  the  day  of 
his  departure,  but  he  did  not  fay  a  fingle 
word  of  the  great  trembling  his  m after  was 
faid  to  have  undergone,  nor  of  the  mournful 
exclamation  relative  to  the  perfidy  of  Majfot. 

The  Committee  in"  their  Report  made  men- 
tion 
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tion  of  a  letter  from  M.  de  Maillelois,  found 
at  M.  de  Bonne -Savardiris  when  he  was 
arretted,  which  contained  thefe  words  :  The 
plot  has  failed.  They  alfo  declared  that,it 
was  proved  by  feveral  depofitions  that  the 
Count  D'Jrtois  had  rejected  this  project, 
and  had  formally  declared  that  he  difap- 
provcd  of  it.  That  Prince's  anfwer,  which 
was  feveral  times  repeated  in  the  Committee's 
Report,  was,  that  he  would  enter  into  no 
[dan  which  might  give  rife  to  a  civil 
war. 

According  to  this  Report,  there  were  no 
other  grounds  for  implicating  M.  de  St. 
Priefi  in  the  plot,  than  an  article  in  M. 
de  Bonne- Savar din's  memorandum-book, 
which  mentions  a  letter  that  he  had  written 
to  M.  de  Maillebois  to  inform  him  of  a 
converfation  he  had  had  with  a  certain  per- 
fon  of  the  name  of  Farcy,  and  which  he 
related  in  the  following  form  : 

i(  Bonne-Savardin.  When  will  there  be 
"  an  end  to  this  ? 

"  Farcy.  There  muft  be  an  end  to  it : 
*?  were  it  not  for  that  hope,  we  might  put 
'*  the  key  under  the  door,  and  wait  to  be 
;i  butchered. 

(t  Bonne-Savardin.  The  Spring  will  put 

"  an 
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M  an  end  to  it,  as  the  King  has  fixed  upon 
*'  that  period  to  go  and  vifit  the  Provinces. 

'*  Farcy.  Are  you  not  afraid  that  all  thefe 
"  regiments  will  obftrucl  it  ?  that  they  will 
"  follow  and  render  your  Jiroj eels  fruit- 
V  lefs?"  &c.  &c. 

M.  de  Bonne- Savardin,  in  his  examina- 
tion, obferved  that  the  projects  which  they 
were  inclined  to  confider  as  thofe  of  a  coun- 
ter-revolution, related  entirely  to  the  King's 
journey,  which  could  not  take  place  had  the 
National  Guard  at  Paris  determined  to  follow 
him  in  too  great  a  number.  Being  prefTed 
to  declare  whether,  under  the  name  of  Farcy, 
M.  de  St.  Prieji  was  meant  or  not,  he  ari- 
fwered,  "that  it  might  be  fo,  but  that  he 
"  could  not  affert  it  without  the  rifk  of  of- 
"  fending  truth." 

To  this  was  reduced  the  facls  Hated  in  the 
Report.  The  reft  of  this  voluminous  pam- 
phlet confined  of  declamations,  conjectures, 
comments  on  each  phrafe,  on  every  word, 
and  the  like. 

What  confidence  then  would  be  due  to  the 
abfurd  declaration  of  this  faithlefs  fecretary, 
this  weak  patriot,  who  having  had  the  ori- 
ginal plan  of  confpiracy  in  his  power,  and 
having  made  a  copy  of  it,  fo  foolifhly  gave 

up 


iO  ANNALS  OF  THE  [Au&.  1790, 

up  both,  and  let  a  whole  month  pafs  before 
he  took  it  into  his  head  to  be  frightened  with 
the  enormity  of  the  plan,  to  make  a  copy 
of  it  from  memory*  and  to  go  and  prefent 
it  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  ?  What  re- 
liance was  to  be  placed  on  the  memory  or 
affertion  of  a  man,  who,  on  the  24th  of 
March,  repeating,  or  at  leaft  having  only  to 
repeat  what  he  pretended  had  been  told  him 
the  day  before  by  M.  de  Maillebois's  valet- 
de-chambre,  advanced  what  the  valet-de- 
chambre  declared  he  had  never  faid  ?  Was  it 
not  natural  to  prefume  that  the  fame  man, 
who  in  four-and-twenty  hours  had  forgot- 
ten what  was  faid  to  him,  or  recollected  to 
have  heard  what  was  not  faid  to  him,  might 
alfo  be  very  capable  of  not  recollecting  with 
the  greateft  accuracy  the  contents  of  a  paper 
which  had  been  given  to  him  to  copy  a 
month  before  ? 

Belides,  as  Majfot  did  not  bring  forward 
this  famous  denunciation  till  the  24th  of 
March,  and  did  not  fay  that  he  had  threat- 
ened M.  de  Maillebois  with  it  before-hand, 
how  was  it  poflible  that  the  latter,  two  days 
previoufly  (the  22d),  could  have  fuffered  fo 
much  agitation  and  trembling  in  thinking  of 
the  perfidy  of  his  fecretary  ?  or  exclaim  in  a 

mournful 
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mournful  tone,  the  cruel  fellow,  he  has 
hetrayed  me  £ 

But  laying  afide  all  the  fufpicions  of  im- 
pofture  arifing  from  fo  many  improbabilities, 
and  the  character  of  the  denouncer,  does 
this  plan  juftify  our  conceptions  of  one  who 
had  always  been  confidered,  not  only  as  a 
man  of  great  fenfe  and  judgment,  but  as  a 
general  officer  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  ta- 
lents ?  Was  it  with  fourteen  millions  from 
the  Kings  of  Spain  and  Sardinia,  twenty-five 
thoufand  Piedmontefe,  and  the  formidable 
aftiftance  of  the  Duke  of  Deux-Ponts,  the 
Landgrave  of  Hejfe,  and  the  Margrave  of 
Baden,  that  M.  de  Maillebois,  forming 
three  powerful  armies,  propofed  to  enter  the 
kingdom  by  Lyons,  Flanders,  and  Loraine ; 
to  difarm  all  the  Municipalities,  blockade 
Paris,  and  overthrow  the  new  Conftitution, 
which  three  millions  National  Guards  and 
the  whole  army  had  fworn  to  defend ! 
Had  fuch  a  plan  been  fent  in  the  original  to 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  it  mould  have 
been  confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  the 
vifion-of  a  madman.  But  this  colledion  of 
abfurdities,  compofed  from  the  pretended 
recollections  of  a  faithlefs  fecretary,  could 
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not  but  be  a  grofs-and  ill-connected  calumny 
unworthy  of  the  flighted  attention. 

The  accufation  pointed  again  ft  M.  de  St. 
Priefi,  as  a  fuppofed  accomplice  of  this 
imaginary  confpiracy,  was  ftill  more  defti- 
tute  of  all  manner  of  foundation ;  having  in 
fact  no  other  than  the  account  given  by  M.  de 
Bonne- Savar din  in  the  copy  of  a  letter 
written  to  M.  de  Maillebois  of  a  converfa- 
tion  which  he  had  had  on  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, 1789,  with  a  certain  perfon  called 
Farcy,  and  a  vifit  which  was  paid  that  day 
to  M.  de  St.  Priefi  by  M.  de  Bonne- Sa- 
vardin,  as  mentioned  in  his  memorandum- 
book.  Notwithstanding  the  formal  denial 
and  reafoning  of  M.  de  Bonne-Savardin, 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry  had  concluded, 
from  the  date  of  the  vifit  and  the  converfa- 
tion  being  the  fame,  that  M.  de  St.  Priefi 
was  meant  by  Farcy.  Although  this  un- 
important converfation  had  nothing  in  it  re- 
lative to  any  counter-revolutionary  plan,  and 
certainly  could  have  no  reference  whatever 
to  the  enormous  confpiracy  of  which  M.  de 
Maillebois  was  acculed,  and  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  ufed  in  his  fecretary's 
information,  he  had  not  drawn  up  the  me- 
morandum 
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morandum  till  the  month  of  February  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  fay,  about  three  months 
after  the  converfation,  the  Committee  did 
not  hefitate  to  confider  M.  de  St.  Prieft  as 
concerned  in  the  project.  The  Solicitor  of 
the  Commune  denounced  him  to  the  King's 
Solicitor  of  the  Chatelet,  and  the  Capital  was 
overwhelmed  with  atrocious  libels,  in  which 
the  people  were  excited  to  demand  the  punim- 
ment  of  M.  de  St.  Prieft,  and  the  difmiffion 
of  all  the  Minifters. 

Such  were  the  ufual  means  employed  by 
the  FacTious  to  agitate  the  people  in  every 
crifis,  of  which  the  iiTue  might  be  fatal  to 
themfelves.    Their  alarm  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  was  more  ferious  than  any  fince  the 
beginning  of   the  Revolution.     The  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  Chatelet  on  the  outrages  of 
the  5th  and  6th  of  October  were  drawing  to 
a  conclufion ;  the  fecret  of  fome  depofitfons 
had  tranfpired,   and  the  public  voice  had 
marked  out  great  criminals  among  the  moft 
popular  members  of  the  Affembly.  This 
was  giving  them  notice  to  put  themfelves 
upon  their  guard,  to  affume  not  only  a  de- 
lenfive  but  a  menacing  attitude,   and  con- 
fequently  to  keep  the  people  in  a  continual 
Itatc  of  effcrvcfccnce,   that  they  might  be 
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able  at  pleafure  to  excite  them  to  infurrection, 
fo  long  as  the  ftorm  which  they  had  to  dread 
fhould  continue  to  threaten. 

Such  was  the  principal  caufe  of  the  ex- 
treme fermentation  which  reigned  in  Paris 
from  the  month  of  July  to  the  2d  of  Octo- 
ber ;  at  which  time  the  Report  relative  to 
the  outrages  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October, 
3789,  and  to  the  famous  Decree  which  de- 
clared that  there  was  no  ground  for  accufa- 
tion  againft  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  Mi- 
rabeau,  was  prefented  to  the  AfTembly. 

This  fermentation  fpreading  into  the  Pro- 
vinces, which  were  ever  ready  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  Capital,  produced  the  fedi- 
tious  commotions  and  excelTes  which  broke 
out  at  once  in  every  quarter  *.  In  fliort,  it  is 
to  the  fame  caufe  that  the  increafe  of  the 

*  I  will  confine  myfclf  to  mentioning  the  infurreftions 
-which  took  place  at  Avignon,  Hagueneau,  Lyons,  Metz, 
Toulon,  Nancy,  CarcafTone,  &c.     Men  ran  about  the 

iunfry,  crying,  '*  Here's  the  great  Decree  which  for- 
s<  bids  the  paying  of  Tithes  and  Quit-Rents."  {Report 
cf  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  in  the  Sitting  of  the  9.d  of  Ju- 
gufi.J  Licentioufnefs  and  diforder  had  made  their  way 
into  all  the  regiments,  and  had  completely  diforganifed  the 
army,  while  the  AiTembly  were  debating  upon  its  or- 
ganization. (Memorial  of  the  MiniJIer  in  the  Sitting  of 
the  6th  of^Auguft.J 

oppreffions 
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oppreffions  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and 
the  heat  and  violence  of  the  debates  which 
in  that  interval  rendered  the  Sittings  of  the 
AfTembly  fo  tumultuous,  muft  be  attributed. 

On  the  7th  of  Auguft  the  Judges  of  the 
Chatelet  informed  the  AfTembly  that  the  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  the  outrages  of  the  5th 
and  6th  of  October  were  clofed.  "  We  are 
"  come  at  length,"  find  the  Magiftrate  who 
was  at  the  head  of  this  Deputation,  '*  to 

withdraw  the  veil  that  concealed  a  pro- 
"  ceeding  unfortunately  too  much  celebrated. 
?'  Thofe  fecrets,  replete  with  horror,  are 
V  now  to  be  made  known. — And  what  was 
"  our  grief  to  find  the  depofitions  in  thefe 
"  proceedings  implicating  two  Members  of 
M  the  National  AlTembly  !  No  doubt  they 
"  would  have  eagerly  ftepped  forward  to 
"  prove  themfelves  innocent;  but  you  have 
f  rendered  it  irnpoflible  for  us  to  put  them 
"  on  their  trial.  You  are  to  become  the 
"  iureties  of  the  public  vengeance;  you 
"  will  ceafe  to  be  legiflators  in  order  to  be 
"  judges;  you  will  regulate  the  influence 

of  circumftances  on  our  duty;  you  will 

inform  us  what  crimes  the  fword  of 
"  jufhce  muft  ftrike,  what  criminals  it  muft 
"  puni^h!>, 
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There  were  great  debates  on  this  occafion : 
the  principal  fpeakers  of  the  Cote- Droit,  the 
Abbe  Maury  and  M.  de  Cafales,  contended 
with  force  that  the  AlTembly  ought  to  re- 
mand the  Proceedings  to  the  Chatelet,  with 
an  order  to  continue  the  profecutkm  againil 
all  criminals  indifferently  ;  declaring  that  the 
law  knew  only  citizens,  and  conlidered  them 
all  as  equal.    But  Mirabeau,  fupported  by 
all  the  Cote-Gauche,   infifted  fuccefsfully 
on  the  execution  of  the  Decree  of  the  26th 
of  June  preceding,  which  had  been  paffed  in 
the  affair  of  M.  de  Lautrec,  and  by  which 
it  was  declared,  "  that  the  Deputies  to  the 
st  National  AlTembly  could  not  have  fen- 
c<  tence  parTed  upon  them  by  any  Judges 
"  until  the  Legillative  Body,  after  an  ex- 
"  amination  of  the  charges  and  evidence, 
**  mould   have    decided   that   there  were 
"  grounds  for  the  accufation.3>    It  was  de- 
creed in  confequence,  "  that  the  Committee 
['  of  Reports  mould  exhibit  to  the  AlTembly 
"  an  account  of  the  charges  that  concerned 
"  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation,  if  there 
<<  exifted  any,  in  the  proceedings  carried  on 
\i  at  the  Chatelet  on  the  events  of  the  6th 
fl  of  Odtober  laft,  for  the  purpofe  of  its 
cs  being  declared  on  the  faid  Report  whether 

I  ««  there 
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st  there  were  grounds  for  accufation  or  not.'' 
The  AfTembly  refolved  moreover,  «'  ift,  That 
M  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  Chatelet  mould 
M  be  called  in  to  affift  at  the  opening  of 
"  the  papers  received  from  that  Court,  and 
*'  to  fee  the  inventory  made  of  the  docu- 
44  ments  contained  therein.  2dly,  That  it 
44  was  not  the  meaning  of  the  Affembly-to 
44  ltop  the  courfe  of  the  Proceedings  as 
44  to  the  other  perfons  arraigned  or  tried. 
M  3<dly,  That  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  for 
44  Paris  mould,  without  delay,  deliver  into 
44  the  hands  of  the  King's  Solicitor  of  the 
M  Chatelet  all  the  documents  and  papers 
44  which  may  be  relative  to  the  Proceedings, 
"  in  order  to  ferve  fo  far  as  they  may  be  re- 

quired  to  the  profecution." 

This  laft  arrangement  related  to  a  very  re- 
markable diifinction  which  the  Committee 
of  Inquiry  for  the  town  had  made,  and  on 
which  they  grounded  their  refufal  to  com- 
municate feveral  papers  and  documents  that 
had  been  demanded  of  them  by  the  Cha- 
telet. The  Committee  made  a  difference  be- 
tween the  outrages  committed  on  the  5th  of 
Odlober  and  thofe  committed  on  the  next 
day.  The  former,  they  faid,  feemed  to  them 
rather  deferving  of  public  gratitude  than  of  a 
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criminal  profecution,  and  they  had  denounced 
only  thofe  committed  on  the  6th !  They 
pretended  to  be  authorifed  by  this  reftriction 
to  refufe  all  the  papers  and  documents  relative 
to  the  5th.  In  the  Decree  likewife  which  I 
have  juft  reported,  no  mention  was  made 
but  of  the  outrages  of  the  6th  of  October : 
however,  the  injunction  refpecting  the  de- 
livery of  the  papers  being  general,  it  threw 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry  for  the  town  into 
a  very  aukward  fituation.  As  they  faw  no 
means  of  extricating  themfelves  from  it  but 
by  applying  to  the  AiTembly,  they  appeared 
'on  the  10th  of  Auguft  at  the  Evening  Sitting, 
and  mewed  that  they  had  conftantly  declared, 
both  to  the  Commune  and  to  the  King's  So- 
licitor of  the  Cnatelet,  "  That  the  Committee 
"  of  Inquiry  for  the  town  were  totally 
'*  Grangers  to  all  information  but  fuchas  had 
"  been  laid  again!!  the  crimes  committed 
"  at  the  Palace  of  Verfailles  in  the  morning 
"  of  the  6th  of  October,  and  that  all  the 
"  documents  relative  to  thofe  crimes  had 
"  been  communicated  to*  the  King's  Soli^ 
f*  citor  of  the  Chatelet.  We  mould  think 
"  ourfelves  highly  culpable,"  added  the 
fpeaker,  "  if  we  had  denounced  the  5th  day 
"  of  October  ....  it  would  have  been  ar- 

"  raigning 
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"  raigning  the  Revolution.  We  befeech 
"  the  National  A-flembly,  after  what  we 
"  have  now  faid,  to  take  into  conlideration 
"  the  dilemma  into  which  we  are  thrown  by 
"  their  Decree  of  the  7th  of  this  month, 
"  which  orders  us  to  communicate  without 
"  delay  to  the  King's  Attorney-General  the 
f*  papers  and  documents  which  may  be  re- 
M  lative  to  the  events  of  the  5th  and  6th  of 
ft  Odober." 

A  motion  being  made  to  refer  this  requeffc 
to  the  Committee  of  Reports,  the  Abbe 
Maury  attempted  to  fpeak,  but  he  was 
driven  from  the  tribune  by  noifes  and  the 
moft  fcandalous  burfts  of  laughter  %  and  the 
Affembly  palled  to  the  hearing  of  another 
petition  without  coming  to  any  determination 
on  that  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  which 
the  majority  were  not  willing  to  rejecT,  but 
which  they  did  not  dare  to  admit.  The  con- 
fequence  of  this  was,  that  the  requeft  was 
confidered  as  tacitly  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Reports. 

The  Abbe  de  Barmond  having  been  ar- 
retted at  Chalons  with  M.  de  Bonne- Savar- 
din,  was  brought  back  to  Paris  on  the  17th 
of  Auguft,  attended  by  a  numerous  efcort  of 
National  Guards,  and  immediately  wrote  to 

the 
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the  President  of  the  Affembly  to  demand  a 
hearing  the  next  day.  After  debating  whe- 
ther he  mould  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  fpeak 
from  the  tribune  or  not,  it  was  determined 
that  he  mould  continue  under  arreft  and  ap- 
pear at  the  Bar,  whither  he  was  conducted 
on  the  j  8th.  The  account  he  gave  of 
Jiis  conduct  excited  great  intereft.  He 
mowed  that  he  had  not  been  acquainted 
with  M.  de  Bonne- Savar  din,  nor  had  ever 
feen  him  before  the  16th  of  July,  at  fix 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  that  is  to  fay,  three 
days  after  he  had  efcaped  from  the  prifon 
of  the  Abbaye;  that  being  greatly  affected 
by  the  fituation  and  entreaties  of  that  officer, 
he  had  not  had  fufficient  flrength  of  mind  to 
refufe  him  the  afylum  he  folicited ;  that  after 
he  had  kept  him  fome  days  at  his  houfe, 
being  obliged  to  leave  Paris  that  he  might 
not  lofe  the  feafon  for  the  waters  which  he 
had  been  ordered  to  take,  he  confented  to 
give  M.  de  Bonne -Savar  din  a  place  in  his 
carriage,  provided  no  fentence  were  paffed 
againft  him  before  his  departure ;  that  the 
Chatelet  having  pronounced  judgment  on 
the  26th  in  the  proceeding  relative  to  the 
bufinefs  in  queftion,  and  not  having  given 
any  decifion  whatever  againft  M.  de  Bonne  - 

Savar  din, 
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Savardin,  he  (the  Abbe  de  Barmond),  im- 
pelled by  a  fentiment  of  humanity  far  more 
powerful  than  all  the  conflderations  of  pru- 
dence, had  fet  out  on  his  journey  with  him 
that  very  night.  He  did  not  deny  that  his 
conducj  might  be  taxed  with  weaknefs,  but 
he  maintained  that  not  a  fhadow  of  a  crime 
could  be  perceived  in  it,  and  demanded  to  be 
fet  at  liberty  provisionally,  on  giving  his 
word  of  honour  not  to  leave  Paris. 

Of  all  the  Members  of  the  AfTembly  who 
fpoke  in  favour  of  the  Abbe  de  Barmond, 
none  defended  him  with  more  energy  than 
the  Prefident  de  Frondeville.  "  The  7th 
H  article  of  your  declaration  of  the  Rights 
"  of  Man,"  faid  he,  "  determines  that  no 
"  one  can  be  accufed,  arretted,  or  detained, 
f*  but  in  fuch  cafes  as  are  fettled  by  the  law  % 
"  that  they  who  require,  give,  execute,  or 
M  caufe  to  be  executed,  arbitrary  orders, 
"  ought  to  be  punifhed. — Why  then  is  M. 
"  de  Barmond  detained  ?  He  is  not  accufed, 
f?  nor  is  there  any  judgment  againfl  him. 
t*.  It  is  faid  that  he  was  openly  taken  in  the 
"  facl.  But  what  facl  ?  And  with  what 
V  man  was  he  flying  ?  With  one  refpe&ing 
"  whom  the  fame  law  had  been  infringed. 
i\  No  fentence  had  been  pronounced  againfl 

"  M.  de 
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M.  de  Bonne- Savar din  :  he  could  not, 
"  therefore,  be  regarded  but  as  a  citizen,  in 
"  whofe  perfon  liberty  had  been  violated. — - 
*?  By  whom  was  he  arretted  under  his  own 
• '  roof? — We  are  told  by  the  Committee  of 
**  Inquiry  for  the  town — but  by  whom  were 
<f  thofe  ftrange  tribunals,  thofe  fatellites  of 
44  tyranny  created  ?  By  themfelves  :  they 
44  have -no  powers  but  what  they  have  arro- 
44  gated.  This  odious  inftitution  is  autho- 
44  ri fed  by  no  law,  no  decree ;  and  fuch  is 
4'  the  tribunal  at  which  M.  de  Barmond  is 
44  accufed  of  having  carried  off  a  citizen! 
44  If  it  be  a  good  action  to  fupport  the  law, 
,e  M.  de  Barmond  did  a  good  action  in  re- 
44  moving  a  citizen  from  tyranny;  and  now 
44  it  is  propofed  to  you  to  detain  him  under 
il  an  arreft,  while  for  thefe  fix  months  paft 
"  the  affaffins  of  our  Princes  are  freely  pa- 
"  rading  the  capital,  nay,  perhaps,  while 
il  they  are  feated  among  ourfelvcs  !5> 

Thefe  laft  words,  accompanied  with  a 
very  fignificant  look  fixed  on  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  excited  a  tumult,  which  was  the 
more  violent  from  its  being  known  that  that 
Prince  and  Mirabeau  were  the  two  Members 
of  the  Aflembly  hinted  at  by  the  Chatelet,  as 
impeached  in  the  proceedings  relative  to  the 

outrages 
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outrages  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October. 
The  clamours  of  the  Cote- Gauche,  and 
howlings  of  the  galleries,  called  M.  de  Fron- 
deville  to  the  bar.    The  agitation  increafed, 
and  continued  fo  long,  that  the  Prefident  was 
obliged  to  put  on  his  hat ;  and  M.  de  Fron- 
deville  went  do  wit'  to  the  bar  to  put  an  end 
to  the  diforder.     He  there,  however,  de- 
manded to  be  heard  from  the  tribune,  and 
having  been  authorifed  to  return  to  it  by  the 
AfTembly,  he  faid,  that  if  he  had  been  per- 
mitted to  finifh  the  fentence  which  had  cre- 
ated fo  much  anger,  and  which  he  offered  to 
repeat,  it  would  have  been  feen  that  it  was 
merely  hypothetical,  and  that  the  fuppofition 
was  founded  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Cha- 
telet.    Neither  the  repetition  of  the  fentence, 
nor  what  he  faid  afterwards,  was  fuffered  to 
be  heard.    After  a  long  and  tumultuous  de- 
bate, M.  de  Frondeville  having  withdrawn, 
the  Prefident  pronounced  the  following  De- 
cree :  "  The  AfTembly  declare  that  the  Mem- 
"  ber  who  fpoke  the  fentence  in  queftion  is 
"  cenfured,  and  they  order  that  his  fpeech 
M  be  laid  upon  the  table." 

With  refpecl:  to  the  Abbe  de  Barmond, 
the  AfTembly  charged  the  Committee  of  In- 
quiry to  give  an  account,  on  the  Monday 

following, 
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following,  of  the  different  papers  which  had 
been  delivered  to  them  on  this  bufinefs ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  decreed  that  the  Abbe  mould 
continue  under  an  arreft  till  further  orders. 

The  difpute  which  the  Prefident  de  Fron- 
deville  had  given  rife  to  did  not  end  in  this 
Sitting,  and  had  nearly  been  attended  with 
very  ferious  confequences.  He  caufed  his 
fpeech  to  be  printed,  with  this  line  for  a 
motto, 

Dat  veniam  corvis,  vexat  cenfura  columbas, 

and  with  a  preface,  beginning  with  the 
following  expreffion:  Thofe  who  take  the 
trouble  to  read  my  ffieech  will  hardly 
guefs  why  I  caufed  it  to  be  printed,  if  I 
do  not  inform  them  that  I  have  been  ho- 
noured with  the  cenfure  of  the  National 
Affembly  for  it,  which  is  in  fact  the  only 
merit  I  am  confcious  of  its  having. 

This  publication  was  denounced  to  the 
AlTembly  as  being  diftributed  and  fold  pub- 
licly at  the  very  door  of  the  Hall.  The 
Deputy  who  denounced  it  concluded  with 
moving,  that  M,  de  Frondeville  mould 
be  called  upon  to  acknowledge,  or  to  dif- 
avow  it.  The  members  of  the  Cote- 
Droit  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  but  the 

motion 
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motion  was  rejected,  and  M.  de  Frondeville 
being  called  upon  by  the  Prefident,  declared, 
without  the  leaft  hefitation,  that  he  had 
caufed  the  pamphlet  to  which  his  name  was 
affixed  to  be  printed,  and  had  ordered  it  to 
be  diftributed  in  the  AlTembly,  but  no  where 
elfe. 

As  this  avowal  was  accompanied  with  no 
expreffion  of  excufe  or  regret,  the  Prefident 
de  Frondeville's  motto  and  preface  were  con- 
sidered by  the  Cote-Gauche  as  an  infult  of- 
fered to  the  whole  Nation,  whofe  majejiy, 
faid  they,  rejides  in  its  rejirefentatives  ; 
and  a  motion  was  made  in  confequence, 
"  that  M.  de  Frondeville  be  declared  guilty, 
"  on  his  own  confeffion,  of  a  breach  of  the 
"  refpecl:  due  to  the  Aflembly j  and  that  he 
"  be  condemned,  as  a  punifhment,  to  re- 
"  main  in  cuftody  for  eight  days." 

This  motion  was  warmly  oppofed  by  the 
Abbe  Maury,  who  contended  that  the  Af- 
fembly  had  no  right  to  inrlicl  a  penalty  which 
was  ena&ed  by  no  kw,  for  a  fuppofed  crime 
which  no  law  had  defenbed.  "  Your  cen- 
"  fu3re»"  faid  he,  -  does  not  dishonour; 
*'  yet  if  one  of  your  members,  on  whom 

it  has  fallen,  pretends  to  be  honoured  by 
"  it,   he  argues  very  errcneoufly,    but  he 

"  does 
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"  does  not  commit  a  crime.  However,  fuch 
"  is  the  infult  which  it  is  propofed  to  you 
"  to  punifh,  while  all  that  is  great  and  moll 
"  auguft  is  left  open  to  the  attacks  of  the  li- 
«*,  bels  which  are  circulated  in  profufion  with 
ft  impunity." 

The  debate  grew  warm  on  either  fide 
to  a  great  degree.  "  When  a  man  is  ho- 
s<  noured  with  ccnfure,"  faid  Barnave, 
s6  imprifonment  is  the  mildeft  punifhment 
«<  that" — —At  thefc  words  M.  de  Fau- 
ci gny,  tranfported  with  indignation,  inter- 
rupted the  fpeaker,  and.  ru filing  into  the 
middle  of  the  Hall  exclaimed  :  "  This  looks 
««  like  an  open  war  made  by  the  Majority 
.."  on  the  Minority,  and  the  only  way  to  put 
4*  an  end  to  it  is  to  fill  fword  in  hand  on 
"  thofe  fellows." 

The  Cote-Gauche  rife  in  a  fury ;  thePre- 
fident  de  Frondeville,  alarmed  for  M.  de 
Faucigny,  fprings  to  the  tribune  ;  Barnave 
fpeaks  again,  and  qualifies  the  expreflion  he 
had  begun  :  he  talks  no  more  of  prifon,  but 
only  of  depriving  Mi  de  Frondeville  of  his 
libertv  for  a  certain  time.  "  As  to  the  new 
"  infult  that  has  juft  been  offered,"  adds  he, 
"  and  which  muft  grieve  us  all,  I  fhall  not 
4<  examine  it  deeply ;  but  the  refpect  which 

"  the 
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"  the  A  (Terribly  owe  themfelves  makes  it  re- 
"  quifite  that  the  Prefident  fhould  give  orders 

"  immediately  to  fecure  the  perfon  of".  • 

The  Prefident  de  Frondevllle  did  not  fuf~ 
ferthis  fentence  to  be  finifhed,  but  exclaimed 
with  the  molt  affecting  emotion — Yes, 
"  Gentlemen,  I  am  guilty,  very  guilty.  The 
"  inftant  that  there  efcaped  from  one  of  our 
"  colleagues  in  my  defence  an  exprefhon  of 
H  violence,  which  might  be  attended  with 
"  the  moil  ferious  confequences,  I  felt  how 
"  very  wrong  I  had  been ;  but  I  befeech 
"  you,  Gentlemen,  I  conjure  you,  look  only 
"  to  me,  let  the  penalty  fall  folely  upon  my 
"  head.  I  accufe  myfelf  in  the  eves  of  the 
M  public,  and  of  the  AiTembly ;  lam  un- 
"  happy  at  being  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  fcenej 
"  I  deiire  you  to  punilh  me,  I  am  ready  to 
M  go  to  prifon ;  but  I  conjure  you  by  your 
"  fenfibility,  and  in  the  name  of  our  coun* 
"  try,  to  confider  the  hafty  words  that  have 
"  juft  efcaped  but  as  the  firft  impulfe  of  a 
"  warm  imagination,  and  which  cannot  be 
"  the  expreffion  of  a  fentiment :  I  again 
M  befeech  you  to  let  all  the  penalty  fall  on 
me;  fend  me  to  prifon,  I  am  ready  to 
go.  Turn  your  eyes  on  me,  I  know  that 
I  have  not  deferved  your  indulgence,  yet 
Vol.  III.  D  m  Hill 
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"  ftill  mould  1  be  too  cruelly  punifhed  were 
'*  you.  to  give  ferious  confequences  to  the 
"  debate  about  to  enfue. — Pardon  my  con- 
"  fufion,  I  exprefs  ill  what  I  feel;  I  am  fo 
4  \  agitated — I  beg  it  as  a  favour  that  you  will 
"  let  the  punilhment  fall  folely  upon  me;  I 
"  myfelf  move  that  the  fentence  fhould  t  here - 
"  fore  be  the  more  heavy,  and  I  entreat  that 
"  it  may  be  inftantly  pafled." 

This  noble  impulfe  of  fenfibility  made  a 
moft  favourable  impreffion  on  the  whole 
AfTembly:  all  refentment,  all  ideas  of  ven- 
geance vanimed ;  mild  tears  glittered  in  every 
eye,  and  a  general  clapping  of  hands  thanked 
the  fpeaker  for  having  produced  fo  happy  a 
revolution.  There  was  no  longer  any  ques- 
tion about  fending  M.  de  Frondeville  to 
prifon  :  the  Deputy  who  had  made  the  mo- 
tion withdrew  it,  and  propofed  to  reduce  the 
punifhment,  which  M.  de  Frondeville  ac- 
knowledged to  have  deferved,  to  a  confine- 
ment of  eight  days  to  his  houfe ;  which  was 
decreed  by  a  great  majority. 

M.  de  Faucigny  retracled  the  exprefiions 
that  had  efcaped  him  from  an  impulfe  of 
feeling  which  he  had  not  been  able  to  com- 
mand, when  he  heard  a  prifon  fpoken  of  as  a 
punilhment  too  mild  for  one  of  his  col- 
leagues ; 
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leagues ;  and  the  ArTembly,  fatisfied  with 
thefe  apologies,  remitted  the  penalty  he  had 
incurred. 

During  the  week  that  the  Prefident  de 
Frondeville  was  confined,  his  houfe  was 
crouded  with  vifitors  ;  all  the  good  company 
in  Paris  made  it  a  point  to  pay  attention  to 
him  ;  as  they  did  likewife  to  M.  de  Cazale's, 
who,  at  the  fame  period,  had  been  confined 
at  home  for  fome  days,  after  a  duel  he  had 
had  with  Bdrnave,  and  in  which  he  had 
received  a  contufion  on  the  head  that  would 
have  killed  him  on  the  fpot  if  the  thicknefs 
of  his  hat  had  not  deadened  the  ball. 

M.  de  Frondeville  was  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  on  the  point  of  running  the  fame  rifk 
from  the  Duke  of  Orleans  from  whom 
Madame  de  B.  by  means  of  her  reproaches, 
had  drawn  a  promife  of  demanding  fatis- 
fa&ion  for  the  infulting  allufion  made  to 
him  in  the  Sitting  of  the  18th  of  Auguft. 
"  You  thought,"  faid  me  to  him,  "that 
"  your  rank  as  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  did  not 
"  fuffer  you  to  fight  with  M.  de  Goguelas, 

after  the  atrocious  infult  he  publicly  put 

upon  you  in  the  Queen's  apartments*: 

"  but 

*  The  Duke  of  Orleans,  a  few  clays  after  his  return 

D  2  from 
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f£  but  that  is  not  the  cafe  now,  M.  de  Fron- 
lt  deville  is,  like  yourfelf,  a  Deputy  of  the 
"  Nobility,  and  your  colleague  j  he  infulted 
"  you  in  the  moll:  ftriking  manner  before 
14  the  whole  AlTembly,  and  he  has  befides 
"  accufed  you  mod  ferioufly  in  his  depoli- 
"  tion  before  the  Chatelet  ;  you  are  for  ever 
"  dishonoured  if  you  do  not  demand  fatis- 
'*  faction  for  it."  Thefe  words,  pronounced 
with  all  the  warmth  and  energy  which  a 
woman  jealous  of  the  honour  of  her  lover 
might  be  fuppofed  to  give  them,  produced 
the  miraculous  effect  of  making  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  for  a  moment  forget  his  natural 
cowardice.  He  commillioned  Prince  Louis 
D'Aremberg,  his  intimate  friend,  to  call 
on  M.  de  Frondeville,  and  appoint  the  day, 
hour,  and  place  for  their  meeting.  The 
Prince  D'Aremberg  wrote  that  very  evening 
(the  1 8th  of  Auguft)  to  the  Prefident  de 
Frondeville,  and  obferved  that  he  was  com- 
millioned to  fpeak  to  him  upon  an  affair  of 

from  England,  being  in  the  Queen's  apartments,  M.  dfi 
Goguelas,  who  happened  to  be  there,  went  up  to  him, 
took  him  by  the  moulder,  and  twirling  him  violently  Jn 
round  upon  his  heeis,  faid  in  a  very  loud  voice  :  "  Ah  ! 
"  you  here,  you  fcoundrel !  how  dare  you  appear  in  thir 
"  placer" 

confequence,  ; 
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confequence,  and  to  propofe  what  he  could 
not  explain  more  clearly  by  writing,  but  the 
object  of  which  he  imagined  M.  de  Fron- 
dcville  would  eafily  guefs;  and  in  confe- 
quence he  requeued  a  meeting  next  day,  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  o'clock,  without  fail. 
The  Prefident  received  this  letter  on  return- 
ing home,  and  replied  to  the  Prince  DAr  em- 
berg  that  he  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  propo- 
fal  which  he  had  to  make,  that  he  was  ready 
to  anfwer  it,  and  that  no  bufinefs  could  be 
more  eafily  fettled  :  that  he  was  particularly  de- 
firous  it  mould  meet  with  no  delay,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  be  at  home  at  the  hour  appointed, 
or  to  call  upon  the  Prince  D'Aremberg.  The 
latter  wrote  next  morning  a  fecond  note  to 
M.  de  Frondeville,  to  requcft  that  he  would 
wait  for  him  at  home  till  the  hour  appointed. 

The  next  day  the  Prefident  de  Frondeville 
informed  the  Marquis  de  Mortemar  of  his 
fituation,  and  engaged  him  to  accompany 
him :  but  in  vain  did  he  wait  at  home  for 
the  Prince  D'Aremberg  till  part  one  o'clock 
he  neither  came  nor  wrote,  nor  was  there 
any  news  whatever  heard  of  him  by  M. 
de  Frondeville,  who  was  forming  con- 
jectures fo  ftrange  a  conduct  might  give 
rife  to,  when  he  was  told  of  the  great  uproar 

D  3  which 
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which  the  pamphlet  he  had  publifhed  that 
day  created  in  the  Affembly.    Mead  of  the 
iingle  combat  for  which  he  was  prepared,  he 
was  called  to  a  battle  for  which  he  was  not 
prepared,  but  to  which  he  haftened  without 
hefitation,  leaving  orders  with  his  fervants  to 
fend  to  him  at  the  AfTembly,  if  the  Prince 
D'Areinberg  mould  call.     On  his  return 
from  that  Sitting,   the  principal  fcenes  of 
which  I  have  already  defcribed,  hearing  that 
the  Prince  had  not  called,  he  wrote  to  him 
to  exprefs  his  furprife  at  his  not  keeping  his 
appointment  in  fo  urgent  and  ferious  a  bu- 
finefs  ;  adding,  that  although  the  Affembly 
had  put  him  under  confinement,  he  was  ready 
to  break  through  it  for  an  hour  or  two  if  ne- 
ceffary,  and  to  repair  to  the  fpot  where  the 
affair  in  queftion  was  to  be  determined.  The 
Prince  D'Aremberg  fent  him  no  anfvver  till 
the  day  following,  and  then  wrote  that  he 
was  very  forry  he  had  engaged  in  a  bu~ 
iinefs  of  this  nature,  without  being  able  to 
bring  it  to  a  proper  iffue ;  but  that  certain 
reafons,  of  the  merits  of  which  it  was  not 
his  part  to  judge,  made  him  apprehend  that 
it  would  not  be  determined  in  the  manner  it 
ought  to  be  j  yet  that  he  did  not  entirely  de- 
fpair  of  it.    Here  this  correfpondence  drop- 
1  ped, 
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ped,  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans  contented 
himfelf  with  publifhing  a  law  cafe,  full  of 
grofs  invectives  againft  M.  de  Frondeville, 
to  which  was  annexed  an  Opinion  Signed  by 
feveral  Advocates,  and  in  which  the  Duke  was 
advifed  to  profecute  the  Prefident  de  Fron- 
deville  in  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  for 
having  given  falfe  evidence.  In  fact,  he  in- 
stituted a  complaint  againft  him;  but  the 
depositions  made  by  the  witneffes,  of  whom 
he  had  produced  above  an  hundred,  alledging 
no  grounds  to  eftablifh  this  charge,  he  aban^ 
doned  the  profecution. 


D  4  CHAP 
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CHAPTER  XXIX, 


Revolt  of  the  Garrifon  at  Nancy — M.  de 
Bouille  marches  thith  r  with  an  Army} 
defeats  the  Rebels,  and  rejiores  Order — 
New  modelling  of  the  Army — New 
Penal  Code  for  the  Navy— Its  Effecls— 
Affecling  Addrefs  from  the  Inhabitants 
of  Beam  to  the  King,  bfeeching  him 
to  retain  the  Palace  at  Pan,  which  had 
been  the  Cradle  of  Henry  IF. — 'l  he 
King's  Letter  to  the  Affinbly  on  this 
Occafion — The  Affembl   order  the  P  o- 
ceedings  of  the  Chatelet  on  the  Outrages 
of  the  5th  and  Oth  of  Uclobcr  to  be 
printed,  and  rejoice  that  the  Members 
who  appeared  as  Witnejjes  fhould  not 
vote  as  Judges — Fore     ll  treat  of  Mr. 
Neckor — His  Humiliation  and  Suffer- 
ings—* 
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insrs — A  Letter  written  bv  him  to  the 
Affembly — He  is  twice  arrejied  in  his 
Road — A  View  of  the  National  Debt 
publijhed  by  the  Committee  of  Finances, 

In  one  of  the  articles  of  the  Conftitutional 
Code  it  was  faid,  the  armed  force  is  effen- 
tially  obedient ;  but  the  mutiny  of  all  the 
regiments  was  a  palpable  contradiction  to 
that  article,  and  proved  to  the  authors  of  it 
that  they  had  worded  the  expreflion  impro- 
perly. They  no  doubt  meant  to  fay  that  the 
armed  force  Jliould  be  efTentially  obedient. 
But  men  are  not  always  efTentially  what  they 
ought  to  be,  and  it  was  but  too  true  that  at 
this  period  the  armed  force  was  entirely  dif- 
obed  ient.  This  appeared  at  Nancy  by  the 
moft  dreadful  exceiTes.  Great  diforders  had 
broken  out  in  that  garrifon  ever  fince  the 
month  of  July,  and  the  Affembly  flattered 
themfelves  that  the  Decree  which  they  had 
palled  on  the  6th  of  Auguft,  on  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  Minifter  of  War,  would  be 
fufficient  to  re-eftablifti  order. 

M.  de  Malfeigne}  a  general  officer,  who 
was  commimoned  to  carry  that  Decree  to 
Nancy,  and  to  caufe  it  to  be  executed,  found 
on  his  arrival  the  arfenal  and  powder-maga- 
zine 
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zine  broke  open  and  pillaged,  eighteen  pieces 
of  cannon  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  mutineers, 
and  the  military  cheft  of  the  regiments  car- 
ried off.  The  foldiers  having  gained  the 
populace,  had  forced  the  Municipal  Officers 
and  Members  of  the  Department  to  give 
them  money,  threatening  to  hang  them  in 
cafe  of  a  refufal :  they  fpoke  only  with  con- 
tempt of  the  National  AfTembly,  and  of  its 
Decrees  ;  and  openly  declared  their  intention 
of  pillaging  the  town.  The  officers  were 
infulted,  ill-treated,  and  imprifoned  ;  among 
thofe  imprifoned  was  M.  de  Noue,  the 
Commandant  of  the  place. 

The  garrifon  of  Nancy  was  compofed  of 
four  battalions  of  the  King's  regiment,  two 
battalions  of  the  Swifs  regiment  of  Chateau- 
vieux,  and  the  Meftre-de-Camp  regiment  of 
horfe.    M.  de  MalJ eigne  caufed  the  decree 
of  the  AfTembly  to  be  proclaimed,  but  the 
foldiers  and  people  turned  it  into  ridicule, 
and  declared  that  they  would  not  obey  it.  On 
the  26th  of  Auguft,  that  General  went  to 
the  quarters  of  the  regiment  of  Chateau- 
vieux,  and  ufed  every  means,  both  of  mild-' 
nefs  and  firmnefs,  to  recall  the  foldiers  to  the' 
obedience  they  owed  to  their  officers,  but  in 
vain ;  and  he  was  retiring  when  a  grenadier 

prefented 
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preferred  his  bayonet  to  his  breaft,  and  flop- 
ped him.  M.  de  Malfeigne  ftepping  back, 
drew  his  fword,  put  afide  the  bayonet,  and 
flightly  wounded  the  grenadier.  Another 
foldier  aimed  a  blow  at  him  with  his  fabre, 
which  he  parried,  and  wounded  the  man  ; 
but  his  fword  breaking,  he  fnatched  one 
from  an  officer  of  the  Marechaufsee  who 
was  by,  with  which  he  opened  a  paflage  for 
himfelf  through  the  foldiers  that  were  in  his 
way,  and  walked  quietly  home.  The  next 
day  at  noon  he  fet  out  for  Luneville,  where 
there  were  eight  fquadrons  of  light-horfe  not 
yet  infected  by  the  fpirit  of  revolt. 

The  garrifon  of  Nancy  alarmed  at  M.  de 
Malfeigne  s  unexpected  departure,  difpatch- 
ed  in  purfuit  of  him  a  large  detachment  of 
National  Guards  and  foldiers,  all  on  horfe- 
back,  with  their  officers,  whom  they  had 
compelled  to  go  with  them  at  their  head. 
They  had  nearly  come  up  with  him  when  a 
party  of  light-horfe  fortunately  appeared  on 
the  fame  road.  M.  de  Malfeigne-  haftened 
up  to  them,  and,  having  harangued  them, 
put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  fell  upon  the 
foldiers  who  were  purfuing  him.  Thefe  were 
foon  routed,  and  feveral  of  them  wounded. 
They  made  the  bell  of  their  way  back  to  Nan- 
cy* 
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cy,  calling  out,  Treachery,  accufed  their 
officers,  wounded  five  of  them,  and  arretted 
twenty,  whom  they  compelled  to  lie  on  ft  raw 
in  the  prifon-room  at  the  guard-houfe.  M. 
de  Noue  himfelf  was  made  to  change  his 
clothes  for  a  town-ferjeant's  great-coat,  and 
put  in  confinement.  In  the  mean  time  a 
party  of  the  garrifon  of  Nancy  went,  to  Lu- 
neville  to  demand  M.  de  Malfeigne,  found 
the  troopers  under  arms,  and  parleyed  with 
them.  They  confented  to  give  him  up,  and 
he  was  hurried  away  in  his  night-gown  and 
cap,  placed  in  his  own  carriage  between  a 
trooper  and  a  grenadier  of  the  King's  re- 
giment, and  taken  back  to  Nancy. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  Commander  of 
the  Province,  being  informed  of  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  collected  the  few  troops  that  re- 
mained faithful  within  his  reach,  and  added 
to  them  600  grenadiers  of  the  National 
Guards  of  Metz,  and  a  body  of  artillery, 
with  only  eight  pieces  of  cannon.  With  this 
little  army,  wjhich  confifted  of  3000  foot 
and"  1400  horfe,  he  marched  againft  Nancy, 
where  the  garrifon  having  received  a  rein- 
forcement of  2000  National  Guards  from 
the  neighbouring  departments,  amounted  to 
10,000  men.    He  halted  within  five  miles 

of 


Aug.  1790.]     FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  45 

of  the  town,  and  on  the  30th  of  Auguft 
fent  a  proclamation,  of  which  the  fubftance 
was,  that  being  authorifed  by  the  Decree  of 
the  Affembly  of  the  15th  of  the  fame  month 
to  employ  the  military  force  to  fupprefs  the 
excelTes  committed  by  fome  foldiers  who  had 
revolted  againft  the  laws,  and  being  anxious 
above  all  things  to  avoid  the  erfufion  of  inno- 
cent blood,  he  invited  the  National  Guard  of 
Nancy,  the  good  citizens,  and  the  loyal  fol- 
diers to  join  him,  and  the  foldiers  milled  by 
the  Factious  to  return  to  their  duty,  and  de- 
liver up  to  him  the  ringleaders  of  the  rebel- 
lion. He  granted  them  twenty-four  hours 
to  anfwer  this  proclamation. 

On  the  fame  day,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  town  and  garrifon  of  Nancy 
fent  him  a  deputation,  compofed  of  inhabi- 
tants chofen  by  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  people, 
and  of  foldiers  from  the  different  regiments  : 
at  their  head  were  the  principal  members  of 
the  Department,  and  of  the  Municipality, 
whom  they  had  forced  to  accompany  them 
by  threats  of  hanging  them  if  they  refufed. 

de  Bouille  received  this  deputation  in  a 
large  court,  furrounded  by  his  foldiers.  He 
told  the  deputies  of  the  troops  of  the  ,  line 
that  he  required  that  the  three  regiments 

fhould 


46  ANNALS  OF  THE  [Atr<4.  1790, 

lhould  leave  the  town,  and  deliver  up  the 
leaders  of  the  infurrection  conformably  to 
the  Decree  of  the  AfTembly ;  that  he  required 
moreover  that  the  two  General  Officers  de- 
tained in  prifon  mould  be  fet  at  liberty,  that 
the  gates  of  the  town  mould  be  opened  to 
the  army  under  his  command,  and  that  the 
cannon  in  the  hands  of  the  mutineers  mould 
be  given  up  to  him.  The  members  of  the 
Department  and  of  the  Municipality  were 
terrified  and  remained  filent ;  but  the  deputies 
of  the  regiments  affumed  fo  infolent  a  tone, 
and  fpoke  with  fuch  contempt  of  M.  de 
Bouilli's  orders,  that  it  required  all  the  Ge- 
neral's authority  to  reftrain  the  rage  of  the 
grenadiers  about  him,  and  to  prevent  them 
from  cutting  the  villains  to  pieces.  M.  de 
Bouille  difmiffed  this  deputation,  telling  them 
that  he  fhould  immediately  march  with  his 
army,  and  that  the  mutineers  muft  expect  to 
be  treated  with  the  greater!:  rigour.  The 
members  of  the  Department  and  of  the  Mu- 
nicipality having  caufed  him  to  be  privately 
informed  that  they  mould  be  in  the  greatenV 
danger  if  they  returned  to  the  town,  he  did 
them  the  fervice  to  order  them  to  remain  with 
him. 

The  army  was  within  a  mile  and  half  of 

the 
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the  town,  when  a  fecond  deputation  arrived 
from  the  regiments,  accompanied  by  the 
officers,  whom  the  foldiers  had  forced  along 
with  them.  M.  de  Bouille  gave  the  fame 
anfwer,  and  laid  the  fame  injunctions  upon 
them  as  before.  They  defired  an  hour  to 
coniider  of  it,  which  he  granted,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  it  ordered  his  van  guard  to 
march  to  one  gate  of  the  town,  which  was 
defended  by  troops  and  inhabitants,  and  fe- 
veral  pieces  of  cannon.  It  was  then  four 
o'clock.  A  third  deputation  going  out  of  the 
town  by  another  gate  now  came  up  to  the 
General,  requeued  him  to  flop  his  army,  and 
affiured  him  that  his  orders  mould  be  obeyed; 
that  the  regiments  were  leaving  the  town, 
and  that  the  two  General  Officers  were  to  be 
given  up  to  him.  In  fact,  thefe  officers  ar- 
rived a  few  minutes  after,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  regiments  that  compofed  the  garrifon 
were  feen  marching  out  of  the  town. 

M.  de  Bouille  was  overjoyed  at  finding  this 
affair  fo  happily  terminated,  and  was  con- 
verfing  upon  it  with  M.  de  Noue,  ' M.  de 
Malfeigrie,  and  fome  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants, when  the  populace  and  a  great 
many  foldiers  who  had  not  followed  their 
colours,  on  being  fummoned  to  give  up  the 

gate, 
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gate,  entered  into  a  quarrel  with  the  ad- 
vanced guard,  compofed  of  National  Volun- 
teers and  Swifs,  and  were  going  to  fire  upon  • 
them  from  a  cannon  loaded  with  cannifter 
(hot,  and  planted  at  the  gateway.    A  young 
officer  of  the   King's  regiment  prevented 
them  for  fome  time,  by  fixing  himfelf  at  the 
mouth  of  the  cannon,  from  which  he  could 
not  be  moved  till  he  had  been  mot  at  four 
times.    The  cannon  was  then  fired,  and  a 
volky  of  fmall  arms  difcharged  at  the  fame  j 
time  upon  the  advanced  guard.     Fifty  or 
fixty  men  were  killed  by  this  unexpected  act 
of  hoftility.    The  volunteers  return  the  fire 
and  force  the  gate  ;  they  are  no  longer  to  be  I 
reftrained,  they  put  every  man  they  meet  to  1 
death,  and  are  themfelves  fired  upon  from  J 
cellars,   windows,  and  the  tops  of  houfes.  i 
M.  de  Bouille  leads  his  troops  to  the  fquare,  J 
and  draws  them  up  in  order  of  battle.    Th  M 
King's  regiment,    who  had  left  the  town,^J 
hearing  the  report  of  the  guns,  believed  there 
had  been  fome  treachery  and  returned.  For-9 
tunately  the  officers  prevailed  upon  their  fol-  1 
diers  to  march  immediately  to  their  quarters, 
and  wait  in  order  of  battle  till  they  were  at-fl 
tacked.    Had  they  joined  in  the  fight  upon 
re-entering  the  town  the  confequence  would 

havc| 
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have  been  a  dreadful  carnage,  and  the  rebels 
being  three  times  fuperior  in  number,  would 
probably  have  remained  matters  of  the  day. 

M.  de  Bouille  drawing  off  his  men  from 
the  fquare,  marched  them  by  different  flreets 
to  the  arfenal  and  the  quarters  of  the  regi- 
ments, and  a  furious  battle  enfued  between 
his  army  and  the  rebels,  which  lafted  three 
hours.  At  length,  at  feven  in  the  evening, 
the  foldiers  of  the  regiment  de  Chateau- 
vieax  being  almoft  all  killed,  wounded,  or 
taken  prifoners,  and  that  of  Meftre-de-Camp 
having  fled,  the  King's  regiment  fent  word 
to  M.  de  Bouille  that  they  would  furrender. 
The  men  were  all  under  arms  when  the  Ge- 
neral went  to  their  quarters  alone,  and  found 
them  very  repentant:  he  ordered  them  to 
leave  the  town,  and  march  to  the  place  he 
had  appointed  for  them.  He  fent  the  fame 
orders  to  the  remains  of  the  regiment  de 
Chateau-vieiix,  and  all  obeyed  without  the 
leaft  refinance.  M.  de  Bouille  then  went 
immediately  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  and  re- 
inflated  the  Department  and  Municipality  in 
their  employments.  From  that  moment  or- 
der was  reftored  in  the  town. 

The  wifdom,  ability,  and  courage  which 
M.  de  Bouille   difplayed  this  day,  were 

Vo*"  ln-  E  crowned 
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crowned  with  the  molt  complete  fuccefs.  He 
was  perhaps  the  only  officer  in  France,  who, 
with  fo  inferior  a  force,  would  have  at- 
tempted fuch  a  hazardous  enterprife.  Had 
he  failed,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
regiments  and  populace  of  every  garrifon 
town  would  have  followed  the  example  of 
Nancy,  and  of  courfe  that  murder  and  rob- 
bery would  have  defolated  the  principal  towns 
of  the  kingdom.  In  this  point  of  view,  no 
doubt  it  was,  that  the  King,  who  abhorred 
all  injuflice,  who  fhuddered  at  the  thought  of 
fhedding  blood,  and  who  in  every  thing,  and 
above  every  thing,  confidered  the  happinefs 
of  his  fubjedrs,  was  fo  extremely  afFecled  by 
the  fervice  M.  de  Bouille  had  done  on  this 
occafion,  and  for  which  he  thanked  him  in 
a  letter  replete  with  kindnefs  and  affection  *C 
On  the  other  hand,  however,  had  the  rebels 
at  Nancy  triumphed,  there  is  little  doubt  but 
that  the  credit  of  the  AfTembly,  already  in 
a  very  tottering  ftate,  would  have  been  com- 
pletely overthrown.  The  efficacy  of  their 
decrees  in  unhinging  every  thing,  and  their 
inability  to  rje-eftablifh  order,  or  the  fafety  of 
perfon  and  of  property,  would  have  been  more 

*  See  Memoirs  of  M.  de  Bouille ,  chap.  ix. 
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demonftrated  than  ever.  An  Affembly  that 
could  neither  effect  nor  plan  any  thing  but 
evil  would  have  been  fcouted,  and  a  fimple 
motion  at  the  Faiixbourg  St.  Antoine  would 
have  fufficed  to  have  inftigated  the  populace 
to  drive  them  out  of  Paris ;  and  this  was  the 
reafon  why  the  Conftitutionalifts,  who  were 
very  fenfible  of  the  dangers  that  threatened 
them,  were  not  lefs  fatisfied  than  the  King 
with  the  fuccefs  of  M.  de  Bouille*.  Had 
the  AfTembly  been  thus  diiTolved,  the  friends 
of  order  and  of  peace,  and  all  men  of  pro- 
perty in  the  kingdom  would  have  been  forced 
to  the  alternative  of  leaving  their  property 
and  their  lives  at  the  difcretion  of  that  mon- 
ftrous  ufurping  power,  ever  thirfting  for 
blood  and  plunder,  in  a  word  of  Jacobinifm; 
or  of  placing  them  under  the  beneficent,  re- 
ftorative,  and  legitimate  protection  of  the  royal 
authority,  the  re-eftablilnment  of  which 
would  have  been  inftantly  effected  fimply  by 
their  coalition  with  the  Nobility,  the  Clergy, 
the  faithful  fervants  of  the  King,  and  with 
all  the  enemies  of  the  Revolution  and  of  the 
Jacobins.    M.  Necker,  fo  difcredited  at  that 

*  See  M.  de  Ja  Fayette's  letter  to  M.  de  Bcuille,  in  the 
Memoirs  of  the  latter. 
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period  that  he  could  no  longer  even  fupport 
himfelf  in  the  good  graces  of  that  Affembly 
for  whom  he  had  done  fo  much,  muft  in- 
evitably have  been  involved  in  their  fall :  but 
M.  de  St.  Prieft  would  have  remained  in 
the  Miniftry,  and  his  energy,  difencumbered 
from  all  the  {hackles  of  an  abjured  consti- 
tution, would  have  been  fufflcient  to  over- 
throw the  Jacobins,  and  with  them  the  Or- 
leans  faction,  who  were  exciting  the  army 
to  rebellion  by  the  manoeuvres  of  their  emif- 
faries,  with  no  other  object  than  that  of  doing 
mifchief ;  for  it  was  impoffible  that  they 
could  hope  to  gain  it  over  to  a  chief  fo  com- 
pletely a  cypher  as  the  Duke  was.  In  fhort, 
it  has  been  but  too  clearly  proved  that  the 
refult  of  the  affair  at  Nancy  did  not  fave  the 
Monarchy,  and  it  is  not  altogether  improbable 
that  a  different  refult  might  have  been  of  ad- 
vantage to  it. 

The  dangers  to  which  the  infurrection  of 
the  troops  expofed  the  Revolution  did  not 
efcape  Mirabeau;  he  propofed  the  moft 
effectual  means  of  obviating  them  ;  and  par- 
ticularly that  "  of  difbanding  the  army, 
and  of  immediately  recompofing  it  of  the 
fame  individuals  according  to  the  organiza- 
tion decreed  by  the  National  AiTembly,  and 

fanctioned 
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fanctioned  by  the  King,  yet  admitting  only 
fuch  foldiers  and  officers  as  took  an  oath  of 
fulfilling  the  duties  attached  to  their  pro- 
feffion  in  the  manner  to  be  prefcribed  by  the 
AfTembly."  This  motion  was  greatly  ap- 
plauded ;  but  as  the  important  meafure 
which  was  the  object  of  it  could  not  take 
place  till  after  the  organization  of  the 
army,  and  there  yet  remained  two  reports 
to  be  made  to  conclude  it,  it  was  postponed 
till  then. 

The  firft  articles  of  the  plan  for  organizing 
the  army  had  been  drawn  up  according  to 
the  fcheme  delivered  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee by  the  Minifter  of  War,  and  the  Af- 
fembly  had  decreed  them.  By  thefe  it  was 
fixed,  that  from  the  ift  of  January  1791,  the 
French  army  was  to  con fi ft  of  150,848  men, 
reckoning  both  officers  and  foldiers  :  of  this 
number  10,139  were  to  De  artillery  and  en- 
gineers, and  26,000  foreign  troops.  The 
number  of  general  officers  to  be  employed 
was  limited  to  94, 

It  was  equally  necefTary  to  be  expeditious 
in  preventing  or  fuppreffing  infurre&ions  in 
the  ports,  and  on  board  of  the  mips,  as  in 
the  garrifons  ;  and  the  meafure  propofed  by 
Mirabeau  was  ftill  lefs  adapted  to  the  navy 
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than  to  the  army.  In  fact,  the  ArTembly  had 
done  nothing  yet  as  to  a  plan  of  new  or- 
ganization for  the  navy,  which  was  not  even 
drawn  up  ;  but  they  not  with  (landing  put  an 
end  to  all  fubordi nation  in  the  fleets,  on 
board  the  fhips,  and  in  the  ports,  by  abrogate 
ing  the  old  maritime  penal  laws,  under  pre- 
tence of  their  being  incompatible  with  the 
principles  of  a  free  constitution,  and  by  fub- 
ftituting  a  new  code  which  entirely  ftripped 
the  officers  of  the  power  of  punifhing  their 
men,  except  in  cafes  of  mutiny,  cowardice, 
or  difobedience,  in  prefence  of  an  enemy. 
In  no  other  cafe  was  corporal  punifhment 
-  permitted,  but  by  thedecifion  of  a  naval  jury, 
to  confift  of  four  of  the  delinquent's  Officers, 
and  three  of  his  comrades ;  and  no  punifh- 
ment whatever  was  to  be  inflicted,  unlefs 
determined  by  at  leaft  five  votes  out  of  feven. 

The  code  entitled  Penal  was  rather  a  for-* 
mal  invitation  to  diforder  and  mutiny,  and 
might  more  juftly  have  been  entitled  the 
code  of  impunity.  Far  from  protecting  the 
Officers  from  the  infults  and  ill-treatment 
they  now  experienced  from  a  clafs  of  men, 
from  whom  they  had  before  that  time  receiv- 
ed only  refpect  and  obedience,  it  expofed 
them  without  defence  to  all  their  outrages. 

Could 
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Could  thofe  brave  Officers,  fo  eminent  for 
their  talents,  and  for  their  long  and  glorious 
fer vices,  fubmit  without  fhame,  or  with  any 
advantage  to  their  Country,  to  fo  difgufting 
a  ftate  of  degradation  ?  certainly  not ;  nor 
were  they  fuppofed  capable  of  it ;  but  they 
were  gentlemen,  they  were  true  to  honour  and 
to  their  King,  and  could  not  be  inftrumental 
to  the  Revolution  ;  it  was  therefore  neceffary 
to  facrifice  them, although  the  total  deftruction 
of  the  French  Navy  mull:  be  the  confequencc 
of  it;  for  it  is  not  with  the  fea  as  with  the 
land-fervice,  and  the  Nation  has  but  too 
dearly  learned  that  the  place  of  the  beft  Ge- 
neral of  the  army  is  a  thoufand  times  more 
eafily  fupplied  than  that  of  a  fimple  Lieute- 
nant of  a  man  of  war.  And  what  a  mo- 
ment too  vvas/t  to  choofe  for  fuch  an  over- 
throw !  When  confiderable  equipments  in 
England,  and  a  difference  between  that  Court 
and  Spain  obliged  France  to  keep  up  a  com- 
manding naval  force;  when  the  AiTembly 
themfelves,  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of 
placing  our  navy  on  the  moft  formidable 
footing,  had  decreed  "  that  the  King  mould 
be  requefted  to  give  orders  for  augmenting  the 
fleets  in  commifTion  to  forty-five  fail  of  the 
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line,  with  a  proportionate  number  of  frigates 
and  other  veflfels." 

With  the  new  code  and  revolutionary  Ad- 
mirals, thefe  forty-five  mips  of  the  line 
would  have  been  forty-five  floating  republics, 
of  which  the  Englilh  fleets  would  have  com- 
pletely cleared  the  fea  on  the  firft  occafion. 

While  the  National  AiTembly,  thus  hur- 
ried away  by  the  moft  fatal  delirium,  were 
attacking  at  once  all  ancient  inftitutions,  and 
all  property,  were  annihilating  the  Army, 
the  Navy,    the  Magiftracy,   and  were  de- 
stroying or  diforganizing  every  thing,  under 
pretence    of    re-conftructing    or  re-orga- 
nizing all ;   and  while  the  Jacobin  Clubs 
were  propagating  throughout  the  kingdom 
the  fermentation  and  alarms  which  agitated 
the  Capital,  fome  moments  of  delight  and 
comfort  were  experienced  by  worthy  fpirits, 
from  an  addrefs  fent  from  Beam,  which  was 
dictated  by  the  pureft  loyalty,  and  moft  af- 
fecting fenfibility.   The  object  of  the  addrefs 
was  this  :  the  Aflembly  having  declared  that 
the  domains   of  the  Crown,   the  forefts, 
caftles,  royal  feats,  &c.  formed  a  part  of  the 
national  property,  had  ordered  them  to  be 
put  up  to  fale,  thofe  excepted  which  the 

King 
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King  fliould  think  neceffary  to  keep  for  his 
own  ufe,  or  for  that  of  his  family.  His 
Majefty  had  in  confequence  been  applied  to 
for  a  lift  of  the  Royal  feats  he  thought  pro- 
per to  referve.  This  lift  being  fent  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Domains,  had  become  an 
object  of  the  grofs  farcafms  of  all  the  Re- 
volutionary Journalifts,  and  of  the  moft 
fcandalous  declamations  among  the  groups  of 
the  Palais -Royal,  and  at  the  Club  of  Ja- 
cobins *.  The  good  Parifians  thought  the 
King  alked  too  much ;  the  worthy  Bearnefe 
thought  he  did  not  afk  enough,  and  folicited 
him  in  the  moft  affecting  manner  to  add  the 
Caftle  of  Pau  to  the  lift  of  thofe  he  had  re- 
ferved.  In  the  addrefs  prefented  to  the  King 
by  the  Deputies  from  Beam,  the  following 
expreflion  was  remarked,  and  re-perufed  with 

*  This  lift  contained  the  following  royal  feats  and 
domains  :  the  Louvre,  the  Thuilleries,  and  houfes  be- 
longing to  them ;  the  Champs  Elizces,  Vincennes,  La 
Muette,  ChoiYy  le  Roi,  Verfailles,  Marly,  St.  Cloud, 
Meudon,  St.  Germain,  with  the  houfes  and  lands  ap- 
pendant ;  Fontainebleau,  Compiegne,  Rambouillet,  with 
the  ecclefiaftical  property  lying  within  it,  and  the  woods 
of  the  Abbaye  de  Barbaux,  though  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  water  ;  Chambord,  the  eftate  of  Le  Pain  in  Nor- 
mandy, the  eftate  of  Pompadour  in  Limoufm.  The 
two  laft  eftates  were  appropriated  to  the  breed  of  horfes. 

pleafure : 


» 


58 


ANNALS  OF  THE  Aug.  1790,] 


pleafure  :  "  We  renounced  our  Confutation, 
becaufe  your  Majefty  defired  it,  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  France  required  it ;  but  the  Bearnefe 
are  extremely  grieved  to  fee  that  the  cradle 
of  the  good  King  Henry  is  to  be  fet  up  to 
fale :  his  caftle  is  dearer  to  them  than  fortune 
or  life."    r^  -mih       ft-.tjj  ■ 

The  King,  greatly  affected  by  this  addrefs, 
added  the  Caftle  of  Pau  to  the  lift,  and  ftruck 
out  feveral  others,  hoping  by  that  means  to 
put  an  end  to  the  infolent  clamours  that  were 
made,  and  with  impunity,  under  his  very 
windows.  His  Majefty  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Affembly  on  this  occanon  in  the  following 
terms : 

Paris,  Auguji  27. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  You  know  that  it  was  not  till  after  I 
had  been  repeatedly  urged  by  you  that  I  in- 
terpofed  in  the  fettlement  of  my  Civil  Lift, 
and  in  the  laft  place  that  I  mentioned  the 
Palaces  and  Domains  to  be  referved  for  me. 
I  underftand  that  the  lift  I  fent  to  you  by 
M.  de  St.  Prlejiy  containing  thefe  objects, 
has  given  grounds  to  mifinterpretations. 

"  I  think  I  have  no  occanon  to  put  you 
in  mind  of  the  little  importance  I  attach  to 
all  that  concerns  my  own  interefts,  or  my 
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perfonal  pleafures,  and  how  much  I  make 
them  yield  to  the  public  intereft. 

V  I  willingly  relinquish  a  great  part  of  the 
places  inferted,   though  there  were  feveral 
chofen  from  motives  of  public  utility,  or  to 
preferve  agreeable  walks  for  the  inhabitants 
of  Paris  :  but  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  the 
following.    The  Louvre  and  the  Thuilleries, 
with  the  houfes  depending  upon  them,  and 
which  are  the  more  neceffary  for  me,  as  my 
ufual  refldence  will  be  at  Paris ;  Verfailles, 
#    Fontainebleau,  Compiegne,  St.  Cloud,  St. 
Germain,   and  Rambouillet,    with  the  do- 
mains and  woods  appendant.    You  will  alfo 
think  it  very  natural  that  I  mould  have  it  at 
heart  to  keep  the  Caftle  of  Pau,  which  pro- 
duces no  revenue  :  it  is  impoffible  for  me 
not  to  concur  in  the  wifh  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Beam,  that  the  place  where  Hewy  IK 
was  born  fliould  always  remain  in  the  hands 
of  his  children. 

,c  I  relinquifh  alfo  the  ecclefiaftical  pro- 
perty lying  within  the  bounds  of  my  do- 
mains, and  which  I  thought  fuitable  to  a 
pious  foundation  which  I  am  planning. 

"As  to  my  chafes,  about  which  you 
have  defired  to  know  my  intentions,  /  am 
particularly  folicitous   of    enjoying  no 

pleafures 
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pleafures  that  may  be  burdenfome  to  any 
of  my  jubjecls  :  I  entirely  truft  to  the  ar- 
rangements you  may  think  it  necelTary  to 
adopt  j  and  I  beg  you  never  to  forget  that 
my  greatefl  interejis  are  thofe  of  the  Na- 
tion, and  the  comfort  of  the  people  :  it  is 
thefe  that  affetl  me  moft  ejfentially,  and 
which  I  feel  truly  perfonaL 

(Signed)       "  Louis." 

Such  was  the  warm  affection  which 
houis  XVI.  conftantly  manifefted  for  his  * 
people,  and  which  neither  the  ingratitude 
nor  the  crimes  of  that  deluded  Nation  could 
ever  weaken.  The  veil  which  concealed 
thofe  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October  1789, 
was  about  to  be  drawn  :  the  Committee  of 
Reports  had  demanded  in  the  Sitting  of  the 
31ft  of  Auguft  to  be  authorifed  to  caufe  the 
proceedings  of  the  Chatelet  relative  to  thofe 
outrages  to  be  printed,  in  order  to  put  the 
AfTembly  in  full  poffeffion  of  the  circum- 
ftances  to  enable  them  to  decide  upon  the  ac- 
count which  was  foon  to  be  laid  before  them. 
It  was  already  known  what  was  to  be  the 
refult  of  the  Report  of  this  Committee,  en- 
tirely compofed  of  revolutionary  fanatics,  or 
villains  largely  paid  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans  t 
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fo  that  Mirdbeau  was  in  this  refpedl  per- 
fectly fafe  :  but  he  feared  that  if  the  pro- 
ceedings mould  be  printed  before  the  report, 
the  fhamefulneis  of  it  might  be  fo  evident  as 
to  render  the  iffue  of  ihe  bufinefs  very  doubt- 
ful. V  Confider,  Gentlemen,"  cried  he, 
"  that  it  will  require  a  long  time  to  print 
**  twelve  hundred  rolls  of  proceedings;  that 
"  this  bufinefs  demands  the  greateft  dif- 
"  patch  ;  and  that  confequently  the  Com- 
'*  mittee  mould  make  their  report  as  foon  as 
M  ever  they  are  ready  to  fubmit  it  to  us. 
"  They  wifti  to  publifh  the  vouchers  firft 
"  for  the  information  of  the  public:  this 
"  intention  is  upright ;  but  is  it  j  Lift  to  leave 
M  the  accufed  for  many  weeks  more  under,  I 
"  will  not  fay  anguifh,  but  the  odious  fuf- 
"  picions  cafl  upon  them  ?  I  cannot  be  fuf- 
"  peeled  of  fecret  motives  in  the  remon- 
M  flrances  I  fubmit  to  your  juftice  on  this 
"  point,  becaufe  in  the  end  all  will  be 
««  known.  As  to  that,"  added  he  with 
matchlefs  effrontery,  "  it  is  all  the  fame  to 
me—I  fay  all  the  fame,  for  my  modefty 
is  not  fo  great  as  to  prevent  me  from  fee- 
ing that  in  the  arraignment  and  trial 
of  the  Revolution  I  muft  have  a  place" 
This  remarkable  expreffion,  by  which  Mi- 
rdbeau 
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rabeau  not  only  confeffed  himfelf  guilty, 
but  gloried  in  it,  obtained  twice  the  general 
plaudits  of  the  gallery,  and  of  a  great  part 
of  the  AlTembly* 

Here  then  we  have  the  fecret  of  thofe  hor- 
rid days  completely  difclofed,  and  irrevocably 
proved.  The  crimes  with  which  they  were 
flamed  can  no  longer  be  confidered  as  an  ac- 
cidental occurrence  of  the  Revolution  ;  they 
entered  effentially  into  its  plan :  they  were  at 
once  the  principle  and  the  means  of  it,  and 
formed  a  horrible  coalefcence  with  it, .  which 
will  reflect  an  indelible  fhame  upon  its  au- 
thors, upon  their  accomplices,  and  all  their 
adherents. 

The  AlTembly  adopted  Mirabeau's  mo- 
tion :  they  ordered  the  proceedings  of  the 
Chatelet  to  be  printed,  but  decreed  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  report  of  the  bufinefs 
mould  not  be  delayed  on  that  account.  It 
was  alfo  decreed  at  the  fame  Sitting,  that  the 
Members  who  had  been  examined  on  the 
information  mould  not  vote  on  the  judgment. 
This  decifion  was  conformable  to  the  rules, v 
fo  far  as  it  concerned  thofe  whofe  depofitions 
went  to  criminate,  or  to  exculpate  the  two 
Deputies  alluded  to  by  the  Chatelet ;  but 
there  was  evidently  no-caufe  for  it  as  to  thofe 
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who  had  made  no  mention,  direct  or  indk 
reel,  of  one  or  the  other ;  and  the  more  foi 
as  the  point  was  not  to  pafs  a  judgment  on 
an  accufation  tried,  but  only  to  determine 
whether  there  were  or  were  not  grounds  for 
an  accufation.  It  is  true  too,  that  by  ex- 
cluding a  great  many  worthy  and  intrepid 
members  from  voting,  the  majority  was 
ftill  farther  fecured  to  the  Cote-Gauche, 
and  this  motive  was  doubtlefs  of  the  greate 
weight. 

On  this  occafion  another  frank  rernar 
efcaped  from  Mirabeau,  which  was  ver 
highly  applauded  by  the  Cote- Gauche  anc 
the  galleries,  and  which  ought  not  to  hi 
palled  over  in  filence.  One  of  the  Member 
of  the  Affembly  having  propofed  that  i 
fliould  be  afcertained  in  the  firft  place  whe 
ther  the  King's  Solicitor  of  the  Chatelef 
had  caufed  the  Decrees  pafTed  in  refpecT  ti 
thefe  proceedings  againfr.  certain  perfons  to 
be  put  in  execution  or  not,  Mirabeau  re- 
plied,  and  twice  repeated,  that  the  flight  o 
the  witneiTes  was  at  leaft  as  probable  as  tha 
of  the  accufed  }  "and  yet,"  added  he  gaily 
"  the  accufed  take  no  meafures  to  prevent 
the  flight  of  the  witneiTes."  His  remark 
was  but  too  juftj  the  witneiTes  in  facl:  ii> 

curred 
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curred  much  more  danger  than  the  accufed : 
thefe  were  agents  protected  by  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  thofe  could  not  fail  to  be  objects 
of  its  vengeance. 

Of  the  eminent  accomplices  of  this  Re- 
volution Mr.  Necker  was  almoft  the  only 
one  it  no  longer  protected.  At  this  period 
he  miferably  terminated  his  minifterial  ca- 
reer, after  fwallowing  to  the  very  dregs  the 
bitter  cup  of  humiliation  which  his  foolifh 
vanity  had  but  too  much  merited.  He  did 
not  even  obtain  the  honour  of  fettling  the 
time  of  his  retreat,  fo  pathetically  announced 
or  four  months  in  the  perorations  of  all  his 
emorials.  He  was  compelled  to  a  preci- 
itate  flight,  in  order  to  efcape  the  fury  of 
hat  very  populace  whofe  idol  he  had  been. 
|The  vexations  he  fuffered  in  the  end,  prefent 
too  important  a  leflbn  to  be  neglected  by 
hiftory. 

During  the  laft  two  months  of  his  mi- 
niftry,  Mr.  Necker  experienced  almoft  every 
lay  the  pain  of  finding  himfelf  attacked  in 
the  newfpapers,  and  in  the  AfTembly,  fome- 
times  by  the  bittereft  farcafins,  and  nobody 
bore  this  kind  of  attack  lefs  philofophically 
than  he,  and  fometimes  by  charges  more  or 
lefs  ferious,  which  he  could  not  avoid  an- 
2  fwering. 
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fwering.  Thus,  while  the  wits  ridiculed 
the  letter  which  he  fent  with  his  account 
from  the  month  of  May  1789,  to  the  month 
of  May  1790,  and  in  which  he  confeffed 
that  he  could  not  anfwer  for  the  arith- 
metical [xart  of  that  account  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred millions,  and  offered  only  to  be  Jurety 
for  the  moral  part,  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nances rejected  all  his  plans,  the  fpeakers  on 
both  fides  of  the  houfe  oppofed  them,  and 
the  indefatigable  cenfurer,  Camus,  had  every 
day  fome  new  quarrel  to  pick  with  M. 
Necker.  The  Minifter  complained  heavily 
of  this,  but  to  no  purpofe,  in  a  j  unification 
which  he  addreffed  on  the  ift  of  Auguft  to 
the  Affembly  :  "  Every  day,"  faid  he, 
"  renders  my  administration  more  painful, 
and  as  the  moment  is  at  hand  when  I  mall 
retire  from  the  world,  and  from  bufinefs,  I 
wifh  if  any  charges  yet  remain  againft  me, 
that  they  may  be  brought  forward ;  I  am 
afraid  of  no  proof." — "  Since  he  is  going 
away,"  faid  the  more  moderate,  "  let.  him 
go  in  peace." 

Mr.  Necker,  however,  did  not  go,  and 
on  the  17th  of  the  fame  month  he  fent  an- 
other memorial  to  the  Aflembly  relative  to 
the  Decrees  on  the  Penfions.    The  reading 
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of  it  was  frequently  interrupted  by  mur- 
murs, which  were  violently  increafed  at  the 
following  expreflion:  44  Is  it  conformable  to 
your  principles  to  beftow  the  difpofal  of  fa- 
vours on  the  Legiflative  Body,  and  by  fo 
doing  completely  enfeeble  the  Government, 
which  could  not  difpofe  of  the  pettyeft  of- 
fice ?"  There  was  a  general  cry  for  the  order 
of  the  day  ;  and  on  the  Prelident's  inviting 
the  Affembly  to  hear  the  memorial  of  the 
King's  Minifter  to  the  end,  a  Deputy  of  the 
Tiers-Etat  oppofed  it  with  the  whole  force 
of  his  lungs.  "  We  are  not  obliged,"  cried 
he,  c*  to  hear  thefe  minifterial  infolences." 
However,  the  reading  of  the  memorial  was 
continued  ;  but  fcarcely  was  it  fmiftied  when 
the  Affembly  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
without  even  doing  this  memorial  the  honour 
of  referring  it  to  one  of  their  Committees, 
a  compliment  which  they  had  hitherto  paid 
to  all  the  memorials  of  the  Minifters.  The 
Prefidenfe  had  at  nrfr.  pronounced  this  ufelefs 
reference,  but  he  was  compelled  by  the 
loudeft  remonftrances  to  put  it  to  the  vote, 
and  by  a  great  majority  it  was  determined 
that  they  fhould  limply  pafs  to  the  order  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  Necker,  who  was  for  ever  fpeaking 
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of  his  departure  without  ever  being  able  to 
put  it  in  execution,  fent  another  memorial 
ten  days  after  to  the  Affembly,  relative  to  a 
report  which  he  had  heard  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finances  intended  to  m  make  on  the 
public  debt,  and  in  which  they  meant  to 
propofe  a  creation  of  18  or  1900  millions  of 
Affignats  for  the  payment  of  the  unfunded 
debt.    He  obferved  that  as  this  plan  had  not 
been  communicated  to  him,  he  fulfilled  his 
duty  towards  the  State  and  the  National  Af- 
fembly by  declaring  that  he  had  given  no 
fupport  to  this  meafure,  and  by  manifefting 
his  uneafinefs  at  the  difficulties  that  muff  re- 
fill t  from  it. 

This  memorial  is  certainly  one  of  the  ben: 
M.  Necher  ever  compofed.    He  there  prov- 
ed, by  irrefragable  arguments  founded  on 
experience,  on  the  fimpleft  calculation,  and 
on  the  moll  evident  principles,  that  the  mea- 
fure projected  was  equally  unjuft  and  impo- 
litic, and  as  difaftrous  to  the  State  as  to  the 
Nation.    "  Is  this  the  time,"  faid  he,  "  and 
are  we  in  circumftances  to  flake  fo  dangeroufly 
the  prefent  againft  the  future?  The  ideaof  con- 
verting the  public  debt  into  Affignats,  and  to 
conftrain  it  in  this  manner  to  be  exchanged 
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for  national  domains  is  great,  but  morality 
is  ftill  greater ;  and  whatever  departs  from 
its  principles  is  rather  a  remarkable  deviation 
than  a  grand  thought." 

The  idea  of  being  the  creators  of  fo  pro- 
digious a  mafs  of  riches  was  too  flattering  to 
the  vanity  of  many  of  the  Members  of  the 
Affembly,  and  the  covetoufnefs  of  others 
built  too  much  hope  on  private  fpeculations, 
and  even  on  the  chances  of  extravagance 
Which  fo  immenfe  an  emiffion  might  offer,  to 
fuffer  either  of,  thefe  descriptions  of  men  to  be 
other  wife  than  extremely  diffatisfied  with  the 
Minifter's  memorial.  It  was  heard,  how- 
ever, without  a  murmur ;  but  it  was  no 
fooner  read  through  than  the  Affembly,  with- 
out referring  it  to  the  Committee,  or  paying 
the  leaff  attention  whatever  to  it,  broke  Up 
the  Sitting.  Mr.  Neckej,ys  enemies  obferved 
with  uneafinefs  that  he  had  forgotten  to 
mention  his  departure,  and  fearing  that 
he  might  have  given  up  the  thought  of 
it,  foon  took  efTcclual  ffeps  to  revive  his  re- 
folution. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  between  one  and 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  dreadful  noifes 
were  heard  about  the  Hall,  and  in  the  o-arden 
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of  the  Thuilleries,  where  there  was  an  im- 
menfe  croud,  which  had  been  affembling 
ever  fince  five  o'clock  in  -the  morning,  and 
which  was  joined  by  the  permanent  groups 
of  the  Palais  Royal.  The  cries  moft  dif- 
tinctly  heard  amidft  their  imprecations  were, 
Death  to  De  Bouille,  and  difmifs  the 
Minijters.  The  clamours  of  tumult  rofe  to 
fuch  a  pitch,  that  it  was  feared  the  doors  of 
the  Hall  would  be  forced  j  but  the  National 
Guard  being  doubled,  repreffed  thofe  fedi- 
tious  movements  by  their  flrmnefs,  prudence, 
and  activity.  The  fermentation  appeared  to 
be  appeafed  for  fome  hours ;  but  towards 
night  new  riots  were  made,  and  the  ftreets 
rung  with  vociferations.  This  revolutionary 
farce  was  only  played  off  to  frighten  M. 
Necker,  and  he  was  completely  duped  by 
it.  At  eight  o'clock  at  night  M.  de  la 
Fayette  fent  an  Aid- de-Camp  to  him,  to 
apprife  him  of  the  danger  that  threatened 
him,  and  to  advife  him  to  leave  his  houfe. 
Accompanied  by  this  Aid-de-Camp,  he  left  - 
Paris  as  fecretly  as  poffible,  and  fled  for 
flielter  to  his  country-houfe  at  St.  Ouen.  His 
arriving  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  fo  unex- 
pectedly, having  caufed  fome  buttle  in  the 
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village,  though  merely  of  curiofity,  he  was 
afraid  to  go  to  bed  at  home,  and  wandered 
the  whole  night  in  the  valley  of  Montmo- 
renci.  What  torment  could  be  more  dread- 
ful than  that  which  he  muft  have  experienced 
at  this  moment  of  horror,  when  all  the  illu- 
fions  of  felf-love,  all  the  chimeras  of  ambi- 
tion, vanifhing  like  an  empty  lliadow,  left 
him  a  prey  to  his  recollection,  his  regret,  his 
merited  remorfe.  He  could  not  now  dignify 
his  difgrace  by  imputing  it  to  a  court  in- 
trigue ;  he  was  ignominioufly  driven  away 
by  general  cenfure,  by  public  contempt.  He 
returned  to  Paris  the  next  morning,  and  fet 
out  that  very  day  to  go  and  drink  the  waters 
at  Plombieres.  Before  his  departure,  he 
finally  announced  his  retreat  to  the  AiTembly 
by  the  following  letter  : 

"  Gentlemen,  My  health  has  long  been 
in  a  declining  ftate,  from  a  continual  fuc- 
ceffion  of  labours  attended  with  pain  and 
unealinefs.  I  neverthelefs  deferred,  from 
day  to  day,  a  plan  I  had  formed  of  taking 
advantage  of  the  fine  feafon  of  the  year  to 
go  and  drink  the  waters,  which  have  been 
prefcribed  as  abfolutely  neceffary  for  me. 

Liftening 
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Liftening  only  to  my  zeal,  I  had  entered 
upon  another  extraordinary  labour,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  wifh  of  the  AfTembly,  which 
was  exprefled  to  me  by  the  Committee  of 
Finances;  but  a  return  of  the  complaints, 
from  which  I  was  in  great  danger  laft  win- 
ter, and  the  extreme  uneafinefs  of  a  wife,  as 
virtuous  as  {he  is  dear  to  my  heart,  have  de- 
termined me  to  delay  no  longer  my  plan  of 
retreat,  and  of  returning  to  the  afylum  I 
quitted  in  obedience  to  your  orders.  You 
are  now  approaching  the  term  of  your  fef- 
fions,  and  I  am  not  in  a  ftate  to  enter  upon  a 
new  career. 

"  The  Aflembly  demanded  of  me  an  ac- 
count of  the  receipts  and  difburfements  of 
the  public  treafury  from  the  ift  of  July 
1789,  to  May  1790.  It  was  delivered  to 
them  on  the  21ft  of  July  laft. 

"  The  Aflembly  have  charged  their  Com- 
mittee  of  Finances  to  examine  it,  and  feveral 
Members  of  the  Committee  have  divided 
the  work  amongft  them.  I  think  they  would 
have  already  difcovered  it,  if  there  appeared 
any  expence,  or  other  arrangement,  liable  to 
cenfure  ;  which  is  the  only  inquiry  that  ef- 
fentially  concerns  the  Minifler :  for  the  cal- 
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culations  of  the  particulars,  the  infpecliqn 
of  the  vouchers,  the  examination  of  receipts, 
which  neceffarily  require  much  time,  are  par- 
ticularly applicable  to  the  management  of 
the  payers,  receivers,  and  other  perfons  ac- 
countable. 

*'  However,  I  offer  and  leave  as  a  fecurity 
for  my  adminiftration  my  houfe  in  Paris,  my 
country-houfe,  and  my  funds  in  the  Royal 
Treafury  :  the  amount  of  thefe  have  long 
been  2,400,000  livres,  from  which  I  defire 
to  take  only  400,000  livres,  as  the  fituation 
of  my  affairs  on  quitting  Paris  renders  that 
fum  necelTary  foivme:  the  remainder  I  leave 
without  fear  under  the  protect  ion  of  the  Nation. 
I  cannot  but  feel  an  intereft  in  preferring  the 
remembrance  of  a  depofit  from  which  I  think 
I  derive  fome  honour,  as  I  placed  thofe  funds 
in  the  Treafury  at  the  beginning  of  the  lair, 
war,  and  as  through  confederation  to  the 
continual  wants  of  the  State  I  never  with- 
drew them,  not  even  in  the  moft  alarming 

o 

circumftances,  in  which  others  had  the  ad- 
minifrration  of  affairs. 

"  The  enmity  and  injuftice  I  have  expe- 
rienced gave  me  the  idea  of  offering  a  fecu- 
rit y ;  but  when  I  compare  the  thought  with 

my 
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my  conduct  in  the  adminiftration  of  the 
finances,  I  cannot  but  reckon  it  among  the 
extraordinary  circumftances  of  my  life. 

(Signed)        "  Necker." 
"  P.  S.    The  fufferings  I  experience  at 
this  moment  prevent  my  adding  in  this  letter 
the  various  opinions  which  on  this  occafion 
I  could  have  wifhed  to  have  interfperfed." 

This  letter  being  delivered  to  the  Prefident 
on  the  3d  of  September,  juft  as  the  Sitting 
was  about  to  be  adjourned,  was  not  read  till 
the  day  following.  It  was  heard  with  in- 
difference by  fome,  and  with  unequivocal 
marks  of  pleafure  by  others ;  unmixed  with 
a  fingle  regret,  a  Angle  exprefllon  of  concern 
or  efteem  for  the  fugitive  Minifter  *  The 
Affembly  thought  only  of  feizing  his  fpoils, 

and 

*  About  fifty  leagues  from  Paris  M.  Nechr  was  ar- 
retted by  the  Municipality  of  Arcis  on  the  Aube,  on  fuf- 
picion  of  attempting  to  withdraw  from  his  refponfibility. 
He  wrote  the  humbleft  and  moft  refpedful  reprefentation 
to  the  Affembly,  befeeching  them  to  order  that  he  mould 
be  fuffercd  to  proceed  upon  his  journey.  His  letter  was 
read  to  the  Affembly  in  the  Sitting  of  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber,  and  n  was  decreed  that  this  Municipality  mould  be 
ordered  to  fet  him  at  liberty.  The  Affembly  at  the  fame 
time  adopted  the  form  of  a  letter  to  be  written  by  their 
Prefident  to  Mr.  AW,  and  winch  was  in  the  coldeft  and 

moft 
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and  without  giving  the  King  time  to  no- 
minate a  fucceflfor  to  Mr.  Necker,  they  im- 
mediately decreed  that  their  Committees  of 
Conftitution  and  Finances  mould,  without 
delay,  prefent  a  plan  for  the  organization 
and  management  of  the  public  revenue. 

On  the  fame  day  the  Committee  of  Finances 
charged  to  prefent  a  plan  for  the  liquidation 
of  the  national  debt  publifhed  a  very  circum- 
flantial  account  of  it,  which  is  the  more  re- 
quilite  to  be  known,  as  it  ftates  very  accu- 
rately the  lituation  of  France  at  that  period. 

This  account  is  divided  into  three  parts, 
and  the  following  is  a  (ketch  of  it. 

The  firft  part  contains  ftatements  of  the 
debt,  of  which  the  principal  is  funk,  pro- 
vided the  Government  pays  the  intereft  punc- 
tually. 

The  fecond  contains  ftatements  of  the 
debt  then  demandable,  or  which  would  be 
made  fo  by  the  decrees  fupprefling  all  places 
that  had  been  purchafed. 

moft  mortifying  ftyle.  He  did  not  receive  it  till  the  istk 
of  the  month,  when  he  immediately  continued  his  jour- 
ney. He  was  again  flopped  by  the  people  at  Vefoul ; 
but  the  Municipality  interfered,  and  on  his  making  the 
Decree  of  the  Aflembly  known  to  them,  fuffered  him  to 
depart. 

The 
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The  third  includes  ftatements  of  the  debt, 
of  which  the  principal  was  to  be  paid  an- 
nually, by  virtue  of  agreements  at  fixed 
periods  fettled  at  the  time  of  the  loans. 

The  funded  debt  was  compofed,  lft,  of 
the  annuities,  the  total  amount  of  which 
was  106,324,846.  According  to  the  Com- 
mittee we  may  eftimate  the  extinctions  of 
1788,  1789,  and  1790,  at  4,500,000:  fo 
that  on  the  ill:  of  January  1791,  the  annuities 
muft  have  been  reduced  to  101,824,84611- 
vres.  2d,  The  perpetual  dividends,  of  which 
the  total  amount  was  65,913,973  livres. 
The  interell:  of  the  funded  debt,  both  an- 
nuities and  perpetual  dividends,  amounted 
then  to  167,737,819  livres. 

*  The  debt,  of  which  the  principal  was 

*  M''.  Necker  averted  in  a  Memorial  which  he  fent  to 
the  Allembly  fome  days  after  his  departure,  and  which 
was  read  in  the  Sitting  of  the  17th  of  September,  that 
the  arrears  due  to  the  Departments,  the  offices  of 
the  magistracy,  and  the  military  houfes  of  the  King, 
Queen,  and  Princes,  were  the  only  debts  demandable, 
and  of  which  the  liquidation  might  be  begun  without 
delay.  He  refuted  the  Committee's  plan,  and  propofed 
inflead  of  a  creation  of  two  thoufand  millions  of  Af- 
fignats,  to  confine  themfelves  to  admitting  in  payment 
for  national  property  all  public  contracts  and  fecurities 
relating  to  the  national  debt. 

to 
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to  be  paid,  included  in  the  fecond  part  of  the 
Committee's  account,  was  compofed,  lit, 
of  the  rent-charges  granted  by  the  clergy,  the 
payment  of  which  was  thought  indifpenfable 
by  the  Committee  to  give  validity  to  the  fale 
of  the  eftates  on  which  they  were  fecured. 
The  principal  of  thefe  rent-charges  was 
149,434,469  livres,  and  the  intereft  5,833, 126 
livres,  that  is,  1,638,597  livres  and  9  fols 
under  what  it  would  have  been  at  5  per  cent. 

2dly,  Of  the  price  paid  for  the  offices  of 
the  magistracy  now  fuppreffed,  which  the 
Committee  eftimated  at  450,000,000  livres, 
and  of  which  the  intereit.  paid  by  the  Trea- 
fury  was  only  9,353,160  livres,  that  is, 
13,146,840  livres  lefs  than  it  would  have 
been  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent. 

3dly,  Of  the  price  paid  for  the  offices  of 
Finance,  amounting  to  118,143,885  livres, 

4thly,  Of  fecurities  for  money,  of  which 
the  principal  amounted  to  203,401 ,400  livres. 

^th\y)  Of  the  money  paid  for  the  em- 
ployments in  the  houfehold  of  the  King, 
Queen,  and  Princes,  amounting  to  the  fum 
oi  52,000,000  livres. 

6thly,  Of  the  money  paid  for  the  military 
employments  and  ports,  the  principal  of 
which  was  35,121,984  livres. 

7thly, 
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7thly,  Of  the  money  paid  for  Govern- 
ments and  Lieutenantcies  of  Provinces,  of 
which  the  principal  was  3,783,150  livres. 

8thly,  Of  the  compenfation  for  the  im- 
propriations of  feudal  tithes,  eftimated  by 
the  Committee  at  a  hundred  millions. 

gthly,  Of  the  part  of  the  reimburfements 
at  certain  periods  become  due,  eftimated  as  a 
principal  of  107,856,925  livres. 

iothly,  Of  the  arrears  of  the  Depart- 
ments, of  which  the  principal  was  eftimated 
at  the  fum  of  120,000,000  livres. 

The  total  then  of  thefe  ten  articles  of  the 
demandable  debt  was  1,339,741,813  livres. 

The  third  part,  including  the  debt  of 
which  the  principal  was  to  be  paid  annually 
by  virtue  of  agreements  at  fixed  periods, 
amounted  altogether  to  538,274,921  livres. 
It  was  compofed,  ill,  of  the  loan  of  Sep- 
tember 1789 — 51,939,768  livres.  2dly,  Of 
the  loans  of  Holland  and  Genoa,  18,330,970 
livres.  3dly,  Of  the  advances  made  by  the 
farmers  of  Sceaux  and  of  PoifTy,  902,675 
livres.  4thly,  Of  the  loans  nearly  due, 
390,101,508  livres.  5thly,  Of  the  annuities 
of  the  notaries  and  of  the  Caijje  d'Efcmnjite, 
77,000,000  livres. 

Thus  the  debt  to  be  paid  amounted  in  the 

whole 
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whole  to  1,878,16,734  livres  :  upon  which 
I  {hall  only  obfervc,  that  the  eight  firft  ar- 
ticles of  the  fecond  chapter,  which  amount- 
ed to  1,111,834,888  livres,  were  not  de- 
mandable  debts  till  rendered  fo  by  the  fpo- 
liations  and  fuppreflions  refulting  from  the 
Decrees  of  the  AlTembly ;  and  that  the  re- 
imburfement  of  them,  at  a  time  when  money 
was  at  leaft  at  5  per  cent,  added  to  the  mafs 
of  intereft  which  the  State  had  to  pay,  ift,  on 
the  article  of  the  rents  granted  by  the  Clergy, 
1,638,597  livres  9  folsj  2dly,  on  the  offices  of 
the  magiftracy,  13,146,840  livres  ;  3<ily,  on 
the  impropriations  of  feudal  tithes,  5,000,000 
livres  :  in  the  whole,  19,785,437  livres 
9  fols.  And  this  was  what  thofe  gentlemen 
called  reftoring  the  finances ! 


CHAP 


Sep.  1790.]       FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  79 


CHAPTER  XXX. 


Arts  ufed  by  the  Jacobins  in  exciting  In- 
furretlions — They  are  denounced  to  the 
Affembly — The  inf  efficiency  of  the  Mea- 
fures  adojited — Infurreclion  at  Breji — 
Irruption  of  fome  Thoufands  of  Bri- 
gands into  the  Park  of  Verfailles — The 
King  determines  to  give  up  his  Hunt 
— Conducl  of  the  Affembly  on  that  Occa-  * 
fion — The  Kings  Anfwer — Vexatious 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
quiry— Arreji  of  Madame  de  Perfan — 
Pretended  Confpiracy  at  Turin— Camp, 
at  Jalis — Plan  for  Liquidation  of  the 
National  Debt — Extraordinary  Project 
propofed  by  M.  d'Efpremenil  on  that 
Qccafwn — Report  upon  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Chatelet  concerning  the  Outrages 

of 
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of  the  6th  of  Oclober — M.  de  Bonnai 
refutes  the  Calumnies  which  the  Re- 
porter thought  proper  to  introduce 
dgainji  the  Gardes  da  Corps— Mira- 
beau's  Defence  —  Motions  by  M.  de 
Monllauzier  and  the  Abbe  Maury — ■ 
The  Cote- Droit  take  no  part  in  the  De- 
bate— The  AJJhnbly  declare  that  there 
are  no  Grounds  for  Accufation  againft 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  or  Mirabeau — 
Noble  Conduct  of  the  Queen. 

The  feditious  movements  which  had  com- 
pelled the  Minifter  at  the  head  of  the  Fi- 
nances to  take  flight,  were  very  foon  ap- 
peafed  after  his  departure.  But  as  they  had 
not  been  preceded  by  any  apparent  caufe, 
or  any  circumfhmce  of  a  nature  to  irritate 
the  people,  no  perfon  doubted  but  that  this 
fermentation,  evidently  a  contrived  one, 
was  raifed  by  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Necker  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  by  the  principal  mem- 
bers of  the  Cote-Gauche ,  aided  by  the 
Club  of  Jacobins,  who  conducted  the  de- 
partment of  infurreclions.  The  arts  ufed  to 
produce  it  were  very  fimple,  and  attended 
with  very  little  expence.  Du/io?it  de  Ne- 
mours  expofed  and  denounced  them  to  the 

AfTemblyl 
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AlTembly  in  the  Sitting  of  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember. The  day  and  place  where  the  in- 
furrection  was  to  break  out  were  announced 
publicly  feveral  days  before-hand,  fome- 
times  in  the  Revolutionary  Journals,  fome- 
times  by  bills  ported  up  in  the  Fauxbourgs, 
the  public  gardens,  and  other  places,  and 
which  were  frequently  fent  to  a  great  dif- 
tance,  according  to  the  degree  of  force  they 
wiftied  to  give  to  the  commotion.  The  fol- 
lowing was  the  form  of  thofe  placards, 
which  were  alfo  often  distributed  as  hand- 
bills under  the  title  of  Advice  to  the  People, 
to  the  Patriots,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

"  There  will  happen  on  fuch  a  day  at 

"  a  great  commotion  ..... 

"  aflaffinations  a  rich  pillage, 

"  preceded  by  a  manual  diftribution 
"  for  the  fubaltern  chiefs,  for  tried 
"  men/'  &c.  &c. 

This  advertifement  was  fufficient  to  fet  in 
motion  all  the  brigands  to  whofe  knowledge 
it  came;  they  repaired  to  the  appointed 
place,  and  mixed  with  the  groups  already 
formed  by  30  or  40  mob-orators,  chofen 
from  amongft  the  moft  violent,  and  by  fome 

VoL'  IIL  G  hundreds 
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hundreds  of  noify  bawlers  hired  for  the  oc- 
cafion,  and  who  were  foon  joined  by  the 
crowd  of  idlers  and  blockheads  who  form 
the  rabble  of  great  towns.    The  patriotic 
gratuity  to  ftanch  followers  was  commonly 
half-a-crown,  or  five  millings,  according  to 
their  fituation  and  fervices.   In  extraordinary 
cafes  it  was  doubled.    Trufty  agents  min- 
gling with  the  crowd  alfo  invited  fuch  as  had 
joined  for  amufement,  or  who  were  volun- 
teers, to  add  their  clamours  to  the  vocifera- 
tions of  the  infurgent  groups,  and  offered 
them  twelve  livres  to  engage  in  the  bufinefs. 
Several  depofitions,  taken  at  the  Mayor's 
office,  and  by  the  Officers  of  the  National 
Guard,  ftated  that  in  the  infurre&ion  of  the 
2d  of  September  this  offer  had  been  made  to 
many  worthy  perfons,  who  had  followed  the 
multitude  out  of  curiofity ;   and  that  the 
twelve  Hvres  had  even  been  thruft  into  the 
hands  of  feveral  without  any  anfwer  being 
required. 

The  Affembly,  upon  the  formal  denun- 
ciation of  thefe  circumftances,  paffed  a  De- 
cree, ordering  profecutions  to  be  inftituted 
in  all  the  Courts  againft  certain  perfons, 
who,  on  Thurfday  the  2d  of  September,  had 
made  motions  for   aifaffination  under  the 

windows 
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windows  of  the  National  AfTembly  ;  againft 
the  inftigators  of  thofe  motions ;  and  againft 
thofe  who  had  distributed  money  for  that 
purpofe. 

By  the  fame  Decree  the  Municipal  Offi- 
cers of  Paris  were  ordered  to  attend  carefully 
to  the  execution  of  the  Decrees  palled  by  the 
AfTembly  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and 
public  tranquillity.  It  was  but  too  evident, 
however,  that  the  old  Courts,  long  rendered 
obnoxious  to  the  people  as  being  filled  with 
Ariftocrats  and  enemies  of  the  Revolution, 
and  now  having  but  a  fhort  time  to  exift, 
would  not  have  the  imprudence  to  expofe 
themfelves  without  neceffity  to  frefh  refent- 
ments,  and  perhaps  even  to  great  dangers,  by 
commencing  profecutions  and  informations 
which  they  could  not  flatter  themfelves  they 
mould  be  able  to  terminate,  and  which 
their  fucceifors,  in  their  hafte  to  render  them- 
felves popular,  would  not  fail  to  fet  afide. 
Betides,  what  zeal  againft  infurrections  could 
be  expected  from  that  Commune,  who, 
making  a  distinction  between  the  crimes  of 
the  5th  of  October  and  thofe  of  the  day  fol- 
lowing, had  even  at  the  very  time  the  effron- 
tery to  extol  the  former,  and  to  accufe  the 
Chatelet,  who  had  combined  both  days  in 
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its  proceedings,  of  arraigning  the  Revolution. 
It  was  therefore  very  evident,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Decree  of  the  AfTembly,  infur- 
rections  could  neither  be  prevented  nor 
quelled ;  and  of  courfe  they  fpread  and 
broke  out  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  with 
greater  violence  than  ever.  I  mall  confine 
fcnyfelf  to  fuch  as  particularly  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  Affembly. 

At  Breft,  the  continual  riots  of  the  fhip- 
wrights  caufed  the  greateft  uneafinefs.  Four 
galley-flaves  were  arretted  at  the  moment' 
,  they  were  going  to  fet  fire  to  the  arfenal : 
They  had  made  their  way  into  the  ttore- 
houfe  that  contained  the  pitch  and  tar,  and 
upon  them  was  found  a  falfe  key,  a  file,  and 
two  bundles  of  matches.  Scarcely  had  the 
fhip  he  Leopard,  in  which  the  General  Af- 
fembly of  St.  Domingo  had  efcaped,  entered 
Brett,  when  its  crew  communicated  the  fpi- 
rit  of  diforder  and  revolt  with  which  it  was 
infected  to  all  the  mips  of  the  fquadron  lying 
in  the  harbour.  In  a  fliort  time  the  failors, 
turning  the  King's  orders,  the  new  code,  and 
the  Decrees  of  the  Affembly  into  ridicule, 
refufed  to  obey  their  Officers,  and  infulted 
them  moll:  grofsly.  "  The  ttrongeft  are  to 
make  the  laws/'  faid  they,  «'  and  we  are 
i  the 
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the  ftrongeft.  Vive  la  Nation!  Away 
with  the  Ariftocrats,  to  the  lantern  ! "  They 
erected  a  gallows  at  the  door  of  M.  de  Ma- 
rigny,  an  Officer  of  high  rank  in  the  Navy, 
as  eftimable  for  his  talents,  courage  and  bra- 
very, as  for  the  energy  of  his  character. 
M.  D*  Albert  de  Rioms,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  fquadron,  having  tried  in  vain 
every  means  with  the  moll  moderate  to  bring 
them  to  reafon,  quitted  his  fhip,  and  went 
afliore.  As  he  ftepped  into  the  boat,  feveral 
of  the  feamen  called  to  the  cockfwain  to 
overfet  her.  M.  de  Marigny  gave  in  his 
refignation,  and  applied  for  a  court-martial  ; 
and  M.  ft* Albert  wrote  to  the  Minifler,  that 
he  abfolutely  faw  no  other  means  of  reftoring 
order  at  Breft,  than  by  fending  thither  a 
CommiiTion,  compofed  of  Members  of  the 
National  Aflembly. 

The  AlTembly,  who,  upon  all  occafions  of 
this  kind,  had  but  two  modes  of  proceeding, 
the  one  to  declare  themfelves  deeply  afflicled, 
the  other  to  be  juftly  enraged,  though  their 
grief  was  as  little  affecting  as  their  indigna- 
tion formidable,  adopted  the  latter  of  thefc 
modes  in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  decreed  that 
the  King  mould  be  entreated  to  order  that 
profecutions  according  to  law  mould  be  com- 
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86 


ANNALS  OF  THE  [Sep.  1790. 


menced  againft  the  principal  authors  of  the 
infurrection,  and  againft  thofe  who  had  in- 
fulted  M.  Marigny  and  their  Officers.  This 
was  fending  them  before  a  maritime  jury,  by 
which  their  accomplices  would  be  their 
judges  j  and  it  would  have  been  as  well  not 
to  have  brought  them  to  a  trial.  The  Af- 
fembly  did  not  judge  it  neceftary  or  proper  to 
fend  a  deputation  to  Breft,  as  propofed  by 
M.  D 'Albert  ;  they  contented  themfelves 
with  decreeing  "  that  the  King  fhould  be 
<f  requefted  to  appoint  two  Civil  Commif- 
"  fioners,  who  mould  be  authorifed  to 
"  take  as  affbciates  two  Members  of  the 
"  Municipality  of  Breft,  in  order  to  con- 
f<  fult  upon  what  further  meafures  might 

be  neceftary  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
"  difcipline  and  fubordination  in  the  fleet, 
"  and  of  order  in  the  town  of  Breft." 

The  Commiflioners  could  apply  no  re- 
medy :  they  were  no  more  refpecl:ed  than  the 
Officers,  and  a  fortnight  afterwards  M. 
&  Albert  was  obliged  to  give  in  his  re- 
fignation. 

September  14^.j  About  the  fame  period 
two  or  three  thoufand  brigands,  armed  with- 
mufkets  and  clubs,  forced  the  inciofures  of 
the  Great  Park  of  Versailles,  threatened  the 
2  Palace, 
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Palace,  and  committed  all  manner  of  havoc, 
not  only  in  the  King's  liberties,  but  upon 
all  the  property  within  the  Park. 

The  Municipal  Officers  of  Verfailles  de- 
nounced thefe  diforders,  which  had  lafted 
four  days,  to  the  Aflembly,  and  entreated 
them  to  employ  the  moft  effectual  means  to 
put  a  flop  to  them.  In  the  mean  time  they 
were  informed  that  the  King  had  come 
to  a  refolution  to  give  up  his  Hunt,  *Thc 
Factious,  ever  ready  to  impute  to  the  enemies 
of  the  Revolution  the  excefTes  which  were 
the  confequences  of  it,  did  not  on  the  pre* 
fent  occaflon  forego  their  ufual  arts  ;  they 
even  pretended  that  the  troubles  at  Verfailles 
were  connected  with  thofe  at  Breft,  Nancy, 
and  other  places  ;  that  they  had  all  of  them 
been  preceded  and  excited  by  distributions  of 
money,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fully ing  a 
Revolution  the  molt  important,  the  molt  fa- 
lutary,  the  moft  happy.  The  idea  of  the 
King's  giving  up  his  Hunt  was  equally  at- 
tributed by  Charles  ds  Lameth  to  "  per- 
"  fidious  counfellors,  whofe  aim,"  faid  he, 
V  was  to  create  difguft  in  the  breaftof  every 
"  Frenchman  to  the  National  Affembly,  by 
u  making  him  believe  that  they  wilhed  to 
0  deprive  a  King,  whom  they  love,  of  an 

G  4  ««  exercife 
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"  exercife  in  which  he  had  always  taken 
"  great  pleafure."  He  propofed,  in  con- 
fequence,  to  add  to  the  Decree  which  the 
AiTembly  were  about  to  pafs  relative  to  the 
difturbances  at  Verfailles,  an  article  enjoin- 
ing the  Prefident  to  wait  upon  the  King,  and 
entreat  him  not  to  give  up  his  Hunt ;  to  allure 
him  that  the  Affembly  would  ufe  the  whole 
force  of  the  law  in  fupport  of  the  perfonal 
enjoyments  of  the  Monarch ;  and  that  they 
ihould  be  very  forry  to  find  his  Majefty  fore- 
going them.  In  this  manner  was  the  Decree 
finally  drawn  up,  which,  from  the  known 
principle  of  thofe  who  fupported  it,  and 
from  its  being  almoft  unanimoufly  adopted, 
was  fufpected  of  hypocrify.  But  there  was 
no  appearance  of  it  in  the  fpeech  which  the 
Prefident  of  the  AiTembly  (Bureau  de 
PuzyJ  the  fame  day  made  to  the  King,  in 
prefenting  him  the  Decree  :  I  thall  only  cite 
from  it  the  following  expreffions. 

"  The  National  AiTembly,  grieved  at  the 
«'  determination  which  your  Majefty  has 
t(  taken  to  deprive  yourfelf  of  fome  of  the 
4 '  amufemcnts  which  afforded  you  recreation 
V  and  pleafure,  dare  to  hope,  Sire,  that  you 
»  will  relinquifli  the  thought  of  this  facri- 
»f  Hce?  highly  honourable  indeed  to  you, 

4<  but 
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"  but  which  would  be  too  painful  to  an 
"  affe&ionate  people,  whofe  happinefs  is 
*'  infeparable  from  the  perfonal  fatisfaction 
fl  of  the  King.  Deign,  Sire,  to  give  the 
ft  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation  an  inefti- 
'*.  mable  token  of  your  confidence  and  good- 
*'  nefs  by  fan&ioning  this  Decree,  which 
M  contains  a  proof  of  their  anxiety  to  pleafe 
*'  you:  and,  Sire,  we  conjure  you  not  to 
"  ju(%e  ^e  cautious  and  formal  terms 
M  which  conftitute  theftyle  of  the  law  of  the 
It  degree  of  folicitude  felt  by  the  National 
M  AfTembly,  that  you  mould  yield  to  a  wifli 
"  dictated  by  the  pureft  refpecT:,  attachment, 
"  and  affection  for  the  perfon  of  your  Ma- 
M  jefty."  The  King  replied  with  his  ufual 
candour,  "  that  as  he  had  not  taken  the  di- 
M  verfion  of  hunting  for  a  year  paft,  and 
*f  as  he  did  not  intend  it  for  fome  time  to 
M  come,  he  had  thought  himfelf  bound  in 
"  the  mean  time  to  fave  the  expences  at- 
"  tending  his  Hunt;  but  that  hereafter,  when 
"  his  heart  was  more  at  reft,  he  mould  re- 
"  fume  it." 

The  printing  of  this  anfwer  and  the  Pre- 
sent's fpeech  was  voted  unanimoufly,  either 
out  of  refpect  and  in  token  of  approbation, 
or  to  make  the  people  believe  that  the  un- 

eaflnefs 
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eafinefs  experienced  by  the  King  was  not  to 
be  imputed  to  the  AiTembly,  but  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Revolution.  And  where  were  the 
enemies  of  this  horrible  Revolution  !  As  yet 
it  could  be  faid  only  to  have  had  victims ;  for 
thofe  who  were  dhTatisfied  with  it  were  with- 
out means,  without  leaders  near  them,  with- 
out a  rallying  point ;  they  were  befides  kept  in 
check  by  the  King's  fituation,  and  could  not 
be  confidered,   whatever  their  number,  as 
real  and  effective  enemies.   Theydetefted  the 
Revolution  as  lambs  do  wolves,  and  made  as 
little  refinance  to  it :  yet  they  were  not  the 
lefs  conftantly  watched,  purfued,  accufed, 
and  arretted,  through  the  indefatigable  dili- 
gence of  the  emiffaries  of  the  Committees  of 
Inquiry,  upon  the  flighteft,  and  often  upon 
the  moft  groundlefs  information.    A  letter 
written  from  Turin  by  the  Abbe  de  Cordon, 
a  Piedmontefe,  Count  de  Lyon,  to  the  young 
Marchionefs  de  Perfan,  was  found  about  the 
15th  of  Auguft  in  one  of  her  pockets,  which 
had  been  fent  to  be  warned,  and  was  kept  for 
three  weeks  by  the  perfon  who  warned  for 
her,  whofe  name  was  Cuff,  and  who  could 
not  read.    At  the  end  of  that  time  this  per- 
fon (hewed  it  to  fome  goflips  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  make  out  the  meaning  of  it,  and 

they, 
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they,  after  reading  it,  gave  the  patriotic 
counfel  of  depofiting  it  with  the  diftricl:. 
Cuff  made  no  fcruple  of  committing  this 
treacherous  action,  which  in  former  times 
would  have  been  feverely  punifhed,  and  at- 
tended with  the  lofs  of  ciiftomers ;  but  which, 
in  the  new  fyftem  of  things,  was  calculated 
to  gain  the  wretch  not  only  a  large  pecuniary 
reward,  but  alfo  the  protection  and  cuftom 
of  the  zealous  patriots. 

This  letter  was  no  fooner  depofited  with 
the  Diftrict,  than  it  was  fent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  who  immediately  dif- 
patched  their  fatellites  to  feize  Madame 
de  Perfan,  and  her  papers,  and  to  bring 
her  before  the  Committee;  who,  having 
examined  her,  fent  her  back  to  her  own 
houfe  under  a  ftrong  guard,  and  fpent  the 
whole  night  in  drawing  up  a  mo  ft  alarming 
report,  to  be  prefented  next  day,  upon  the 
dreadful  plot  contrived  at  Turin  with  the 
Abbe  de  Cordon.  The  reporter  (Voidel) 
ftated  no  other  grounds  for  fufpecting  the 
exiftence  of  this  plot  than  the  letter  in  quef- 
tion;  and  particularly  the  following  expref- 
Hons  in  it. 

The  further  we  proceed,  and  the  nearer 
"  we  approach  the  blow,  the  more  dangerous 

"  will 
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"  will  it  be  to  receive  the  fhock.  The  mine 
«  is  daily  charging,  and  I  mall  be  able  to 
"  inform  you  when  the  exploflon  will  take 
"  place.  The  cram  it  will  make  is  incal- 
"  culable,  but  expedt  it,  and  take  your  pre- 
'*  cautions  in  time  to  avoid  being  ftruck. 
«  This  is  all  as  your  friend  I  can  at  prefent 
"  fay  to  you." 

Madame  de  Peijan  being  interrogated 
concerning  this  letter,  declared  that  it  was  an 
answer  to  a  queftion  which  fhe  had  put  to  the 
Abbe  de  Cordon  concerning  the  projects  of 
Sardinia.    Could  the  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
who  were  accurately  informed  of  every  thing 
that  had  the  Jeaft  reference  to  the  Revolution 
by  their  own  innumerable  fpies,  and  by  the 
emiiTaries  fpread  by  the  Jacobin  Club  through- 
out Europe,  have  been  ignorant  of  this  con- 
fpiracy,  had  any  fuch  in  reality  exifted  ? 
Could  fo  formidable  a  mine  have  been  charged 
in  Piedmont  ?    Could  the  immenfe  prepara- 
tions Decenary  on  the  occafion  be  made  fo 
fccretly,  that  nothing  mould  tranfpire  during 
fix  weeks  but  what  was  revealed  by  the  trea- 
chery of  the  perfon  who  warned  for  Madame 
de  Pei fan?  In  a  word,,  is  it  not  evident 
that  this  ridicalous  con  fpi  racy,  whether  men- 
tioned ferioufly  or  in  jefr  by  the  Abbe  de 

Cordon, 
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Cordon,  had  no  exigence  but  in  his  letter,  no 
foundation  but  that  of  a  fimple  conje&ure. 

The  AfTembly  neverthelefs  took  the  report 
on  this  affair,  which  was  laid  before  them 
by  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  into  ferious 
confideration  ;  and  decreed  that  the  Prefident 
mould  wait  upon  the  King  to  requeft  that  he 
would  give  orders  to  the  Chatelet  to  proceed 
againft  the  Abbe  de  Cordon  as  being  privy 
to  a  plot  againft  the  public  liberty,  and  to 
profecute  the  authors,  abettors,  adherents, 
and  accomplices  of  the  faid  plot. 

It  was  ordered  by  the  fame  Decree  that 
Madame  de  Perfan  mould  not  leave  Paris 
till  (lie  had  made  her  depofition,  and  given 
lecurity  to  appear  perfonally  at  the  trial,  if 
there  mould  be  occafion. 

Notwithstanding  this  Decree,  the  Com- 
mittee continued  to  keep  Madame  de  Perfan 
under  arreft  in  her  own  houfe,  and  fhe  was 
obliged  to  apply  for  a  new  Decree  in  order 
to  obtain  her  liberty. 

The  Committee  of  Inquiry  would  not  have 
attached  fo  much  importance  to  this  affair, 
but  that  they  doubtlefs  flattered  themfelves  to 
find  in  the  confpiracy  of  Turin  the  fource 
of  another  confpiracy,  which'  they  had  de- 
nounced 
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nounced  two  days  before ;  for  this  unhappy 
Committee,  keeping  or  waking,  were  con- 
tinually haunted  with  confpiracies.  They 
perceived  this  new  one  in  the  refolutions  of 
the  federate  camps  at  Jales,  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Ardeche,  or  rather  in  the  impru- 
dent commentaries  made  upon  them  by  fome 
anti-revolutionary  Journalifts,  and  in  the 
foolifh  hopes  which  they  attached  to  their 
being  put  in  practice. 

Thefe  famous  refolutions  were  entered  into 
at  the  Caftle  of  Jales,  near  which  the  Na- 
tional Guards  of  the  departments  of  Ardeche, 
Herault,  and  Lozere,  had  been  affembled  and 
encamped,  for  the  purpofe  of  folemnly  re- 
newing, as  an  embodied  army,  the  oath 
taken  at  the  Federation.  After  the  ceremony, 
the  Staff  Officers,  the  federate  Committee, 
the  Mayors,  the  Municipal  Officers,  and 
many  deputies  from  the  army,  met  in  the 
caftle,  and  refolved : 

"  1.  That  the  citizens  detained  in  the 
'*  prifons  of  Nifmes  fince  the  troubles  which 
"  had  agitated  that  city,  mould  be  removed 
4 *  from  the  department  of  the  Gard,  and 
"  immediately  tried,  according  to  the  ordi- 
fiS  nary  courfe  of  the  laws,  that  they  may 
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<l  be  punifhed  if  guilty,  and  rellored  to  the 
*'  community  if  innocent. 

"  2.  That  full  reparation  mould  be  made 
"  for  the  lofTes  occafioned  by  thofe  troubles. 

"  3.  That  the  National  Affembly  and  the 
"  King  mould  be  entreated  to  remove  the 
*'  regiment  of  Guienne  from  Nifmes,  where 
st  they  were  in  garrifon. 

'*  4.  That  the  Catholics  of  Nifmes,  and 
"  of  the  department  of  the  Gard,  fhould  be 
"  reinstated  in  all  their  rights  as  French  ci- 
"  tizens,  which  they  mould  freely  and 
■*  peaceably  enjoy  while  they  conformed  to 
*'  the  Decrees  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
"  Nation  fanctioned  by  the  King,  and  that 
"  their  arms  mould  be  reftored  to  them. 

*<'  5.  That  there  mould  be  fent  a  conci- 
*'  liatory  deputation  to  the  Staff  Officers  and 
"  members  of  the  National  Guard  of  Mont- 
"  pellier  to  receive  ihflruclions  from  them 
*'  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Nifmes,  and  to 
"  act  together  with  the  fame  wifdom  they 
"  had  hitherto  difplayed  for  the  purpofe  of 
i%  finally  re- eftabli thing  good  order  in  the 
"  laid  city. 

"  6.  That  if  the  plan  of  conciliation  pro- 
"  pofed  by  the  army  mould  not  have  the 
"  fuccefs  they  might  expect,   they  mould 

**  entreat 
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"  entreat  the  National  Affembly  and  the 
"  King  to  interpofe  their  paternal  and  fu- 
"  preme  authority  to  eftablifh  and  render 
"  juftice  to  all  who  mall  claim  it. 

"  7.  That  the  Committee  of  the  Camp 
f*  of  Jales  mould  be  permanent;  that  they 
14  mould  be  increafed,  and  the  members 
"  changed  according  to  the  wifb.  of  the  elec- 
"  tors;  that  they  mould  take  cognifance 
V  of  the  different  petitions  made,  or  to  be 
"  made,  by  the  members  of  the  army  ;  that 
*'  they  mould  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  dif- 
"  agreements  which  may  arife  amongfl 
'*  them;  and  finally,  that  they  mould  be  a 
"  central  point  for  all  the  federated  National 
*  *  Guard  s ,  correfponding  concerning  all  things 
"  relative  to  the  Federation,  the  whole  with 
"  the  approbation  of  the  department  of  Ar- 
"  deche  in  all  things  within  its  jurifdiclion ; 
f  l  and  that  the  expences  of  the  Committee 
<f  mould  be  defrayed  by  the  whole  depart- 
**'  ment.M 

The  firft  articles  of  thefe  refolutions  were 
inconfiftent  with  feme  claufes  in  the  decrees 
which  had  been  palfed  relative  to  the  troubles 
of  Nifmes;  but  it  was  evidently  without 
malice  or  evil  intent  that  the  Committee  of 
Jales,  who  feemed  to  have  forgotten  or  mif- 

underflood 


Sep.  1790.]       FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


underftood  thofe  decrees,  had  adopted  wifcr, 
jufler,  and  more  conciliatory  meafures  than 
thofe  of  the  AfTembly,  whofe  fupreme  power 
they  did  not  the  lefs  acknowledge  and  refpect, 
and  to  whofe  authority  they  folemnly  pro- 
fefTed  the  moft  perfect  fubmiflion. 

All  thefe  testimonies  of  refpecr,  of  de- 
ference, and  of  entire  confidence  in  the  Na- 
tional Affembly,  were  confidered  by  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  only  as  a  deceitful 
Jhow,  a  perfidious  and  artful  majk,  con- 
cealing  the  formal  intention  of  di fob  eying  y 
of  raifing  commotions  in  all  the  depart- 
ments, and  of  renewing  the  fcenes  of  hor- 
ror which  the  Affembly  had  before  la- 
mented *. 

But  it  was  the  laft  article  that  particularly 
contained  the  grand  plot ;  for  it  tended  to  - 
eftablifh,  under  the  title  of  Federal  Com- 
mittee, a  very  refpeclable  club,  compofed 
of  the  true  friends  of  order,  of  peace,  and 
even  of  the  Conftitution ;  not  one  like  that 
of  the  Jacobins,  which  only  bore  the  title,  but 
on  the  contrary  one  in  conftant  and  effe&ual 
oppofition  with  its  principles,  intrigues,  and 
manoeuvres,  which  only  tended  to  the  fub- 


•  Report  of  M.  de  Silkry,  in  the  Sittings  of  Sept.  7. 
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verfion  of  all  monarchial  institutions,  of  all 
property,  and  to  the  diffolution  of  all  focial 
order.  Unhappily  the  Committee  of  In- 
quiry, and  molt  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Cote- 
Gauche,  were  members  of  the  Club  of  Ja- 
cobins, and  eonfequently  much  interefted  in 
ftifiing  in  its  birth  fo  dangerous  a  rival  as  the 
Federal  Committee,  which  might  very  foon 
have  become  the  rallying  point  of  the  Federates 
of  all  the  National  Guards  of  the  kingdom. 
We  may  judge  how  much  the  whole  Affem- 
bly  was  alarmed  at  it  by  the  extraordinary 
feverity  of  the  Decree  which  they  unanimoufly 
adopted  upon  the  motion  of  the  Committee 
of  Inquiry.  They  did  not  content  themfelves 
with  declaring  the  refolutions  of  the  Camp 
at  Jales  null,  unconstitutional,  and  criminal  in 
the  eye  of  the  law,  &c.  nor  with  forbidding 
the  Federal  Committee  to  meet,  and  all  the 
National  Guards  of  the  kingdom  to  form  any 
federate  camp  ;  but  they  ordered  that  the  au- 
thors, abettors,  and  inftigators  of  thofe  re- 
folutions mould  be  profecuted  in  the  refpec- 
tive  jurifdi&ions  to  which  they  belonged. 
•  To  this  extreme  rigour  the  moft  benign  in- 
dulgence fuddenly  fucceeded,  when  the  ques- 
tion turned  upon  repreffing  the  popular  infur- 
re&ions,  the  outrages  and  innumerable  exceffes 

Q  ttifct 
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that  every  where  invaded  the  public  tranquil- 
lity, and  prevented  not  only  the  receipt  of  the 
feigneurial  dues  referved  till  redeemed,  but 
alfo  the  circulation  of  grain,  and  the  gather- 
ing of  the  taxes.  In  feveral  villages  gallowfes 
were  erected  to  frighten  thofe  who  were 
willing  to  pay  their  rents  or  fines  due  to  their 
lords.    M.  de  St.  Prieft  wrote  on  the  part 
of  the  King  to  the  Prefident,  to  defire  him 
to  inform  the  Aflembly  of  thefe  outrages,  of 
the  demand  made  by  feveral  departments  for 
troops  of  the  line,  and  of  the  impoffibility 
of  fending  a  fufficient  number  to  all  the  places 
where  their  prefence  would  be  neceflary, 
which  could  be  remedied  only  by  a  fpeedy 
augmentation  of  the  Marechaufiee,  and  by 
the  organization  of  the  National  Guards. 
The  Aflembly  did  not  on  this  occafion  de- 
clare themfelves  either  juftly  enraged,  or 
deeply  afflicled.    It  judged  that  theft  difor- 
ders  could  only  be  the  confequence  of  their 
Decrees  not  being  executed,  and  of  the  ig-  - 
norance  of  the  people  of  the  real  meaning 
of  them.   The  Deputy  Merlin  went  ftill  far- 
ther, he  faw  in  the  Minister's  Statement  an. 
intention  to  (hackle  and  retard  the  progrefs 
of  the  Confutation.    "  The  agents  of  the 
"  Executive  Power,"  faid  he,   "  muft  be 

H  2  "  taught 
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"  taught  their  duty.  We  are  not  to  acl:  for 
"  them.  The  Decrees  are  extremely  clear; 
"  let  the  letter  upon  which  we  are  deli- 
"  berating  be  fent  back  to  the  Minifter  who 
«.'«  wrote  it,  and  let  the  Executive  Power  give 
"  orders  to  the  different  Courts  and  Ma- 
"  giftrates  to  execute  the  Decrees  of  the 
««  National  AfTembly."  The  Abbe  Maury 
in  vain  reprefented  that  no  kind  of  affiftance 
could  at  that  time  be  expected  from  Courts 
entirely  compofed  of  lawyers  afpiring  to 
places  in  the  new  judicial  arrangements ;  that 
the  fear  of  dilpleafing  the  people,  by  whom 
they  were  to  be  elected,  rendered  it  impoffible 
to  obtain  any  kind  of  juftice;  that,  befides, 
the  duty  of  thefe  Courts  was  confined  to  the 
commanding  of  obedience  to  the  Decrees, 
but  that  to  prevent  men  in  arms  from  vio- 
lating them  it  was  neceffary  to  have  a  fupe- 
rior  force  at  command ;  and  that  they  fhould 
haften  to  organize  the  public  ftrength  which 
no  longer  exifted,  becaufe,  without  it,  it  was 
abfolutely  impoffible  to  enforce  the  Decrees. 
He  might  alfo  have  added,  that  fince  the  difufe 
of  the  Parliaments  *,  the  inferior  Courts  had 

loft 

*  There  only  remained  the  Chambres  des  Vacations , 
whofe  final  diffolution  was  fixed  for  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber 
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loft  that  refpect,  and  that  falutary  influence, 
which  they  formerly  enjoyed  when  their  au- 
thority was  infpected,  guided,  and  protected 
by  thofe  ancient  fupreme  Courts,  whofe  me- 
rited poffeflion  of  regard  and  confidence  al- 
ways infured  them  the  power  and  the  fub- 
miflion  neceflary  for  the  maintenance  of  pub- 
lic order.  All  thefe  confiderations  made 
much  lefs  impreffion  upon  the  AfTembly  than 
the  impertinencies  of  Merlin,  whofe  opinion 
they  adopted ;  and  ordered  in  confequence 
that  M.  de  St.  Prieffs  letter  mould  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Power,  in  order  to 
enforce  the  Decrees  fan&ioned  by  the  King. 

Thefe  frequent  denunciations  of  imaginary 
plots,  as  well  as  of  real  infurre&ions,  not 
only  in  France  but  in  all  her  colonies,  did 
not  prevent  the  AfTembly  from  employing 
moft  of  the  Sittings  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember in  the  difcuffion  of  the  plan  of  the 
Committee  of  Finances  for  the  liquidation 
of  the  National  Debt  by  an  emifhon  of  two 
thoufand  millions  of  Affignats. 

ber  in  all  the  Parliaments  of  the  kingdom,  except  that  of 
Paris,  whofe  Chambre  des  Vacations  was  prorogued  to  the 
15th  of  Oaober  following.— (Decree  of  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember  1790.) 

H  3  Mr. 
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Mr,  Necker  had  already  forcibly  repre- 
fented  the  difaftrous  and  inevitable  confe- 
quences  of  fo  mad  a  meafure,  and  principally 
the  total  difappearance  of  fpecie,  the  ruinous 
manoeuvres  of  ftock-jobbers,  and  the  exor- 
bitant price  of  provifions  and  other  neceiTary 
articles  of  life.  The  beft-informed  and  molt 
prudent  Members  of  the  Afiembly  were  all 
of  his  opinion  ;  but  the  plan  of  the  Com- 
mittee being  fupported  by  Mirabeau,  the 
Cote-Gauche,  the  Jacobins,  and  confequently 
by  the  populace,  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs. 
The  Decree  was  going  to  be  put  to  the  vote, 
when  M.  (VEfpremenil,  who  had  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  fpeak  on  the  preceding  days, 
afcended  the  tribune,  and  addrelTed  the  Af- 
fembly.  f*  Being  aware,"  faid  he,  "  that 
4 1  the  debate  is  clofed,  I  fhall  read  my  plan 
*'  for  a  Decree  without  making  any  obfer- 
"  vations  upon  it,  and  I  entreat  you  to  liften 
"  to  it  without  interruption." 

"  The  Plan  of  a  Decree  for  retrieving  the 
"  finances,  paying  off  the  National  Debt, 
"  and  re-eitablifhing  tranquillity. 

"  The  National  AlTembly,  always  ani- 
*'  mated  with  zeal  for  the  public  good,  and 
"  warned  by  experience  that  peace  is  not 

**  to 


Sep.  1790.]      FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


103 


:  f 
[  c 


*'  to  be  obtained  whilft  fufpicions,  well  or 
*'  ill-founded,  keep  a  part  of  the  citizens 
from  their  country,  decree  as  follows  : 

The  Caijje  a" Efcom/ite  mall  reftime  its 
original  operations.    The  400  millions  of 
AfTignats  decreed  mall  be  employed  as  at 
firft  propofed,    and  600  millions  more 
'  created  without  intereft,  reckoning  from 

*  the  15th  of  October:  thofe  already  created 
1  mail  ceafe  to  bear  intereft.  On  the  15th 
1  of  January  next  the  Caijje  (TEfcompte 
1  mall  pay  in  ready  money,  and  keep  their 
'  office  open  ;  and  all  the  funds  lodged  in 

*  the  faid  Caijffe  fliall  be  compofed  of  the 

*  fums  hereinafter  mentioned. 

V  The  Nation  accepts,  through  the  me- 
1  dium  of  the  Aflembly,  the  fum  of  400 

*  millions  offered  in  the  name  of  the  Clergy. 
4  The  religious  communities  mail  furnifh 

*  an  extraordinary  aid  to  the  State  out  of 

*  their  revenues  during  fix  years,  the  amount 
of  which  fhall  be  agreed  upon  between 
them  and  the  King. 

"  All  the  property  that  belonged  to  the 
Clergy,  as  well  fecular  as  regular,  fliall 
be  reftored  to  them.    The  fecular  Clergy 

*  fliall  remain  authorifed  to  open  all 
loans  neceffary  to  make  up  the  promifed 

H  4  "  fums, 


104  ANNALS  OF  THE  [Sep.  1790. 

<f  fums,  according  to  the  regulations  which 
*'  mall  be  fixed  by  the  King's  Letters-Patent. 
"  The  religious  communities  may  alfo  open 
"  loans  according  to  the  fame  forms. 

M  All  Officers,  civil  and  military,  fupe- 
"  rior  and  inferior,  fhall  furnifh  a  fupply  to 
"  the  Finance.  The  Officers  and  Agents 
c<  (Employes)  of  Finance,  fhall  furnifh  a 
"  fupply  out  of  their  falaries.  All  foci- 
"  eties,  communities,  and  corporations  fhall 
cc  alfo  furnifh  a  fupply  to  the  Finance. 

"  Juftice  fhall  take  its  former  courfe,  and 
<£  the  titles  of  the  Officers  fhall  be  provi- 
"  fionally  transferable. 

"  Excepting  perfonal  fervices,  the  citi- 
"  zens  mail  be  re-eftablifhed  in  all  their 
"  property. 

"  The  patriotic  contribution  fhall  not  be 
"  compulfory. 

"  All  the  old  duties,  except  thofe  of  the 
"  Gabelle  and  of  feudal  tenure,  fhall  be  ga- 
s<  thered  as  formerly:  the  Courts  fhall  at ~ 
'*  tend  to  the  execution  of  this  Decree. 

"  A  fufficient  quantity  of  the  funds  arifing 
"  from  thefe  different  aids  mall  be  lodged  at 
*•?  the  Caijfe  d'EJcompte,  to  make  good  its 
"  payments  ;  the  detail  of  its  operations  are 
M  not  to  be  put  in  execution  till  after  they 
2  "  are 
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"  are  concerted  between  the  Minifter  and 
"  the  Directors  of  the  Caiffe  d'Efcompte. 

"  All  pecuniary  privileges  fhall  remain 
"  aboli  fried. 

"  All  the  annuities  at  4  per  cent,  (hall  fuf- 
"  fer  the  deduction  of  a  tenth. 

f  The  debt  in  arrear  fliall  be  divided  into 
"  two  claries,  the  firft  fliall  be  paid  the  year 
4 '  following  by  twelve  equal  payments,  the 
* 4  fecond  fhall  be  funded  at  five  per  cent. 

M  A  Sinking  Fund  mail  be  eftabliflied, 
"  compofed  of  the  fums  arifing  by  the  ex- 
"  Unction  of  the  annuities. 

i(  If  thefe  taxes  prove  inefficient,  they 
*'  may  be  augmented  fo  many  pence  in  the 
"  pound  of  exifting  taxes  as  may  be  found 
"  necelTary. 

« ¥  The  Decree  which  ordered  the  alienation 
"  of  the  Royal  Demefnes  fliall -be  confidered 
11  as  if  it  had  never  taken  place. 

"  The  Provoft-Marflial's  jurifdidlion  fliall 
"  be  re-eftabliflied. 

"  The  MarechaufTee  fliall  be  augmented  a 
"  third. 

"  The  Princes  of  the  Blood  fliall  be  en- 
"  treated  to  return  into  the  kingdom;  the 
"  other  abfent  citizens  fliall  be  invited  to  do 

"  the 
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the  fame,  and  fhall  be  put  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law. 

"  The  Committees  of  Inquiry  of  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  of  the  town,  and  all  thofe 
which  may  be  eflablifhed  in  the  kingdom, 
mall  be  abolifhed. 

The  National  Aflembly,  defiring  that 
even  the  remembrance  of  the  troubles, 
which,  during  a  twelvemonth,  have  defo- 
lated  the  kingdom,  fhould  be  effaced, 
fhall  implore  the  King  to  grant  a  general 
amnefty. 

*'  The  prefent  Decree  fhall  be  carried  to 
the  foot  of  the  Throne  by  the  National 
Aflembly  in  a  body. 

"  The  King  mail  be  entreated  to  give  an 
immediate  fanction  thereto,  by  alluring 
him  that  there  is  not  a  Frenchman  who  is 
not  ready  to  make  all  the  facrifices  it 
mentions. 

?'  The  Aflembly,  when  they  leave  the 
King,  fhall  go  and  pay  their  refpec/ts  to 
the  Queen.  In  all  the  parifh  churches  the 
Te  Deum  fhall  be  fung  as  a  thankfgiving 
for  the  reftoration  of  harmony  ;  the  King 
fhall  be  entreated  to  repair  on  this  occafion 
with  his  augufl  family  to  the  cathedral  of 

"  Paris, 
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«'  Paris,  where  the  National  Affembly  mall 
*'  attend  in  a  body,  and  hope  to  fee  the 
"  Princes,  and  all  the  French  who  now  ab- 
"  fent  themfelves." 

M.  dy Efpremenil  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted as  he  read,  fometimes  by  hootings, 
and  at  others  by  burfts  of  laughter,  in  which 
there  was  more  rage  than  mirth.  He  had 
no  fooner  finifhed,  than  the  Cote -Gauche 
bellowed  forth  the  mod  violent  clamours, 
which  were  powerfully  fupported  by  the 
hovvlings  of  the  galleries.  Send  him  to  the 
Committee  of  Health,  cried  fome  :  Send 
him  to  the  Committee  of  Alienation,  re- 
plied others.  To  thefe  cries  fucceeded  mo- 
tions of  a  much  more  ferious  nature.  "  I 
"  move/*  faid  Charles  de  Lameth,  "  that 
*f  M.  d" Efpremenil  be  fent  for  a  fortnight 
"  to  Charenton."  Alexander  de  Lameth, 
lefs  fevere,  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
that  the  reafon  fhould  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals in  the  following  manner  :  "  The  Na- 
"  tional  Affembly,  to  prove  the  entire  li- 
'-'  berty  of  opinion,  having  heard  the  plan 
"  of  a  Decree  by  M.  d' Efpremenil  read  to 
an  end,  and  looking  upon  it  as  the  work 
of  a  diftempered  imagination,  paffed  to 
**  the  order  of  the  day."  After  a  long  tu- 
mult, 
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mult,  in  which  many  perfonal  reflections, 
were  intermingled,  this  refolution  was  adopt- 
ed j  and  the  debate  opened  upon  the  plan  of 
the  Committee  of  Finances,  and  upon  the 
fourteen  other  plans  of  Decree  which  had 
been  propofed  in  the  difcuffion.  The  debates 
upon  the  priority  of  the  motions,  upon  the 
amendments,  and  upon  the  manner  of  itating 
the  queflion,  were  cndlefs,  and  produced 
many  violent  fcenes,  which  it  would  be  as 
tedious  as  ufelefs  to  relate.  The  priority 
was  at  length  allowed  to  the  motion  of  the 
Deputy  Camus,  which  was  to  this  effect : 
lit,  That  it  fhould  be  decreed  that  the  un- 
funded debt  of  the  State,  and  that  of  the 
Clergy,  fhould  be  paid  with  Affignats  with- 
out interefh;  2dly,  that  there  never  fhould  be 
more  in  circulation  than  twelve  hundred  mil- 
lions of  AiTignats,  including  the  400  millions 
already  decreed ;  3dly,  that  the  AiTignats 
which  fhould  be  returned  to  the  Extraordi- 
naiy  Cheft  fhould  be  burnt,  and  that  no  new 
fabrication  of  them  fhould  take  place  without 
a  Decree  of  the  Legillative  Body,  and  al- 
ways upon  condition  that  they  fliould  not 
exceed  the  value  of  the  national  property,  or 
more  than  twelve  hundred  millions  be  ever  in 
circulation. 

This 
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This  Decree  was  patted,  and  on  the  votes 
being  taken  there  appeared  508  againft  423. 

The  following  day  the  Deputy  Chabroud 
opened  his  report  on  the  proceedings  infti- 
tuted  at  the  Chatelet  concerning  the  outrages 
of  the  6th  of  October.  It  occupied  two 
whole  Sittings.  I  fhall  certainly  not  under- 
take to  detail  this  work  of  darknefs,  this 
monftrous  tilTue  of  impofition  and  calumny 
vainly  put  together,  to  give  the  air  of  limple 
misfortunes  to  the  moft  execrable  crimes,  and 
caufe  the  authors  of  them  to  be  acquitted  by 
accufing  their  victims.  I  fhall  only  fay,  that 
the  whole  art  of  this  report,  or  rather  of  this 
defence,  confifts  in  mutilating,  extenuating, 
or  turning  into  ridicule  mod  of  the  depo- 
fitions ;  in  laying  great  ftrefs  upon  the  moft 
infignificant  and  in  overcoming  the  moft 
pofitive  by  the  fhamelefs  aflertion,  that  what 
a  witnefs  fvvears  pofitively  he  has  feen  and 
heard  he  may  have  thought  he  faw  and  heard, 
but  that  he  was  deceived.  It  was  by  fuch 
manifeft  prevarications  that  the  advocate 
Chabroud  fucceeded  in  faving  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  and  his  accomplices  from  the  dif- 
grace  of  a  judicial  condemnation,  but  not 
from  the  fhame  of  having  richly  deferved 
it ;  for  trie  publication  of  the  proceedings  of 

the 
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the  Chatelet  left  no  doubt  refpedling  the  part 
that  had  been  taken  by  the  Duke  in  the  out- 
rages of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October. 
"  Why,"  faid  Mirabeau  to  the  Prefident 
de  Frondeville  in  the  Sitting  of  the  19th  of 
April,  "  were  they  fo  firnple  as  to  force  me 
"  to  make  a  common  caufe  with  that  dirty 
"  fcoundrel !  Had  they  not  made  it  impof- 
"  fible  for  me  to  attack  him,  no  one  had  it 
"  fo  much  in  his'  power  to  confound  him  as 
"  I  :  you  fhould  have  feen  how  I  would 
"  have  ufed  him." 

While  Chabroud  was  reading  his  report, 
many  Deputies,  whofe  depofitions  he  altered, 
called  to  him  that  they  were  falfely  entered ; 
but  their  voices  were  drowned  by  the  hooting 
of  the  Cote-Gauche  and  the  galleries. 

Of  all  the  atrocious  calumnies  in  which 
the  reporter  indulged  himfelf,  the  moft  {hock- 
ing, as  well  as  the  moll:  ill-judged,  were  thofe 
which  he  dared  to  level  againft  the  brave 
Gardes-du-Corps .  They  were  refuted  with 
equal  firmnefs  and  dignity  by  M.  de  Bonnai, 
who,  as  foon  as  the  report  was  finifhed,  de- 
livered the  following  fpeech  : 

"  Gentlemen,  Calumny,  in  its  attack  upon 
11  virtue,   can  obtain    only  flight  fuccefs, 

"  only 
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*'  only  fleeting  triumphs.  In  vain  did  the 
"  villains,  who  have  fo  much  intereft  in  de- 
"  ceiving  and  mifleading  the  people,  who 
"  have  fo  much  intereft  above  all  in  opening 
M  to  themfelves  an  eafy  road  into  the  facred 
"  afylum  of  our  kings,  undertake  to  defame 
"  the  Gardes- du-Corps :  the  public  voice 
"  foon  vindicated  them.— In  thofe  pretended 
orgies,  made  the  wretched  pretext  for  fo 
"  many  crimes,  no  man  of  fenfe  faw  any 
"  thing  more  than  a  friendly  entertainment 
"  ufual  among  military  corps,  and  the  in- 
**  tention  of  which  was  innocent  and  pure. 
"  For  the  firft  time  in  this  tribune,  and  in  a 
"  report  which  I  own  appeared  to  me  to 

"   be   A    MODEL   OF    PLEADING    FOR  ALL 

"  great  criminals,  it  has  been  afferted, 

4<  that  in  the  horrid  days  of  the  5th  and  6th 

"  of  October  the  Gardes -du-Corps  were  the 

"  aggrelfors.    Nay  more,  a  wonder  has  been 

14  made,   and  merit  taken,  that  only  two 

"  heads  had  been  cut  off.    An  attempt  has 

*'  been  made  to  throw  the  blame  upon  the 

*'  pretended  violences  of  thofe  brave  men, 

**  whom  I  may  truly  call  ftoics,  and  who 

**  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  marTacred  with- 

"  out  refiflance  ;  to  throw  upon  them,  I  fay, 

*'  the  blame  of  thefe  atrocities,  which  in  the 

"  morning; 

o 


112  ANNALS  OF  THE  [Sep.  1790. 

44  morning  of  the  6th  of  October  ftained 
44  the  palace  of  our  kings,  and  left  an  inde- 
44  lible  blot  on  our  hiftory.    Vain  efforts! 

Ufelefs  wickednefs  !  You  were  all,  Gen- 
44  tlemen,  witneffes  of  the  facts ;  all  of 
44  you  have  read  the  papers  relative  to  the 

proceedings,  the  only  legal  and  judicial 
44  depoiitions.  The  truth  is  very  clear. 
44  France  and  all  Europe  know  that  the 
44  Gardes-du-Corps,  always  faithful  to  ho- 
44  nour,  always  faithful  to  the  Nation,  to  the 
44  law,  and  to  the  King — the  Gardes-du- 
44  Corps,  who  have  fo  often  fought  for  their 
44  country,  and  who  have  perhaps  fome- 
"  times  faved  it,  never  were  fo  great  as 
M  when,  through  excefs  of  attachment  and 
"  obedience  to  their  King,  they  fuffered  their 
"  courage  to  be  chained.  Sublime  heroifm  ! 
"  unexampled,  unparalleled!  No,  Gentle- 
"  men,  never  were  they  more  worthy  of 
* 4  homage  and  refpect  than  on  that  day  when, 
11  agitated  with  rage  and  defpair,  they  fuffer- 
*'  ed  themfelves  to  be  maffacred  upon  the 
4  4  fteps  of  the  throne  which  the  King  had 
44  forbidden  them  to  defend.  They  fell  in- 
44  nocent  victims  under  the  affaflins'  fteel, 
4  4  and  yet  there  are  tongues  that  dare  to  pro- 
44  fane  their  allies.    But,  Gentlemen,  in  fa- 

44  crirlcing 
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4  crificing  themfelves  they  faved  the  Queen, 
4  perhaps  the  King ;  and  this  cheering 
4  thought  prevented  their  feeling  the  pangs 
4  of  death. 

4<  For  my  part,  Gentlemen,  as  an  Officer 
4  of  that  honourable  corps,  in  belonging  to 
4  which  I  have  always  gloried,  and  which 
4  was  never  dearer  to  me  than  fince  its  mis- 

*  fortunes ;  of  that  corps  whofe  conftant  and 
'  only  guides  are  honour  and  loyalty,  I  fhould 

*  fear  to  be  difowned  by  its  members  were  I 

*  to  condefcend  to  j  uftify  them,  were  I  to  con- 
1  defcend  to  refute  calumnies  fo  grofs,  and  of 
4  which  the  venom  is  difcharged  too  far  be- 
4  low  them  to  reach  them.  In  anfwer  to  the 
4  ftory  of  a  Mr.  Le  Cointrc;  in  anfwer  to  the 
4  illegal  declaration  of  that  man,  too  well 
4  known  to  have  any  credit  attached  to  his 
4  teftimony  ;  in  anfwer  to  the  allegations  of 
4  the  reporter,  who  has  not  fcrupled  to  rely  on 
4  fuch  a  teftimony,  I  fhall  only  oppofe  400 
4  years  of  courage,  of  victories,  and  of  vir- 
4  tues  :  and  in  fpite  of  their  bafe  detractors, 
1  the  King's  G ardes-da- Corps ,  my  brave 
'  fellow-foldiers,  will  always  be  what  they 
4  have  always  been,  like  Bayard,  dauat- 
4  lefs  and  blamelefs." 

Mirabeau,  exafperated  at  finding  himfelf 
Vol.  III.  I  alluded 
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alluded  to  by  the  words  great  criminals, 
which  M.  de  Bonnai  had  made  ufe  of  in  the 
beginning  of  his  fpeech,  demanded  a  tho- 
rough and  fpeedy  investigation  of  the  bu- 
finefs.  "  I  alfo  demand,"  added  he,  44  that 
"  I  may  be  permitted  to  invite  M.  de  jBo/i- 
'*  nai  to  fupport  the  charge  againft  the  great 
41  criminals,  and  I  proteft  I  will  not  affume 
41  any  plea  from  the  friendly  entertainment 
44  which  he  has  been  defending." 

44  I  have  no  intention,"  replied  JVf.  de 
Bonnai,  44  to  afcend  the  tribune  to  difcufs 
'*  the  merits  of  the  proceedings ;  I  acknow- 
*}  ledge  all  my  inability  in  that  refpect,  but 
- i  it  is  my  duty  to  defend  a  corps  of  which 
4  \  I  am  an  officer ;  and  as  to  the  expreffion 
44  of  a  model  of  pleading  for  great  cri* 
"  minals,  which  I  do  not  retract,  I  declare 
*'  that  I  only  meant  to  mark  the  degree  of 
44  cenfure  which  the  report  of  M.  Chabroud 
44  appeared  to  me,  and  ftill  appears  to  me,  to 
\*  merit." 

The  inferences  of  the  report  were,  that  it 
mould  be  declared  that  there  was  no  caufe  of 
accufation  againft  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  or 
againft  Miraheau.  The  difcuffion  was  ad- 
journed  till  the  next  day,  the  2d  of  October. 
The  Members  of  the  Aflembly,  who  had 
l  been 
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been  called  upon  to  give  evidence,  and  whom 
the  reporter  had  rendered  culpable  by  alter- 
ing their  depofitions,  demanded  to  be  heard, 
but  they  were  denied,  and  they  were  all  con- 
fined at  the  bottom  of  the  Hall,  except  fiich 
as  had  declared  that  they  knew  nothing. 
The  Abbe  Maury  argued  with  his  ufual 
eloquence,  and  clearly  demonftrated  the  reality 
and  the  object  of  the  confpiracy,  which  had 
produced  the  outrages  of  the  5th  and  6th  of 
October.  It  appeared  to  him  prudent,  and 
perhaps  bold  to  acknowledge,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings did  not  furnifh  proofs  fufficiently 
conclufive  againfl  Mirdbeau  to  ground  a  De- 
cree againif.  him.  But  in  regard  to  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  he  infilled  that  the  number  and 
importance  of  the  depofitions  in  which  he 
was  charged,  and  of  which  he  faid  he  held 
an  extract  in  his  hands,  left  no  doubt  of  the 
necefiity  of  his  being  tried ;  that  a  judicial 
impeachment,  founded  upon  a  criminal  pro- 
cefs,  could  not  be  effaced  but  by  a  legal  judg- 
ment ;  and  that  to  deprive  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans of  the  only  means  which  he  had  to 
juftify  himfelf,  was  rather  injuring  than 
ferving  him  ;  and  in  confequence  he  was  of 
opinion  that  it  mould  be  declared  that  there 
were  grounds  for  impeaching  him. 

I  2  Mirabeau 
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Mirabeau  then  fpoke,  and  pleaded  his 
own  caufe  with  the  moft  arrogant  confidence, 
According  to  him  the  Chatelet  and  the  wit- 
neifes  were  the  only  perfons  guilty  in  this 
affair.  He  faid,  fpeaking  of  the  proceed- 
,  that  even  "the  calendar  of  crimes  of- 
fered but  few  examples  of  a  villainy  at 
once  fo  Jhamelefs  and  fo  ill- conducted  : 
and  he  fwore  to  purfue  the  authors  of  it  to 
the  grave.  This  bluftering,  as  ridiculous 
as  it  was  indecent,  obtained  the  moft  lively 
applauie.  To  overturn  the  depofitions  which 
dccufed  him  of  having,  at  five  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  5th  of  October,  ran  through  the 
ranks  of  the  regiments  of  .Flanders  fword  in 
hand,  he  referred  to  the  depofition  of  a  wit- 
nefs  examined  in  the  proceedings  %  who  had 
faid,  that  the  man  feen  in  the  ranks  of  the 
regiment  of  Flanders  was  M.  de  Ga~ 
maches,  and  that  his  perfon  very  much 
rcfemhled  Mirabeau's.  He  alfo  adduced 
the  teflimony  of  M.  de  la  March,  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Affembly,  at  whofe  houfe,  and 
with  whom  he  had  palled  the  whole  after- 
noon. "  Thus,"  faid  he,  «*  all  things  being 
<4  duly  weighed  and  examined,  the  proceed- 


1  Girln  dc  la  Motie,  48th  witnefs. 
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*'  ings  have  in  reality  nothing  unpleafant 
«»  upon  this  head,  but  as  they  attack  M.  de 
"  Gamaches,  who  finds  himfelf  judicially 
"  and  vehemently  fufpected  of  being  very 
si  ugly  from  his  refemblance  tome."  This 
expreffion,  and  that  which  I  mentioned  be- 
fore, fuffice  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  ft  vie 
of  Mirabcau's  defence. 

With  refpect  to  the  fentiments  which  he 
had  been  acciifed  of  expreffing,  he  did  not 
deny  them  ;  but  he  commented  upon  them, 
and  explained  them  in  his  own  way,  that  is 
to  fay,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Revolution.  He 
infifted,  that  far  from  proving  that  he  was 
initiated  in  any  fecret  plans,  or  in  any  con- 
fpiracy,  they  only  mowed  that  he  had  judg- 
ed better  than  they  believed  he  could  con- 
cerning the  tendency  of  opinion,  the  nature 
of  things,  the  rapidity  of  circumftances,  Sec. 
He  concluded  his  defence  with  a  moft  vehe- 
ment attack  upon  the  Chatelet,  and  upon 
thofe  infernal  proceedings,  the  fecret  of 
which  he  pretended  he  had  unfolded,  fitch 
as  it   would  foon  he  engraven  in  hif- 
tory  by  the  moft  jiijt  and  moji  implacable 
vengeance.    This  was  the  concluding  fen- 
tence  of  his  fpeech,  and  it  was  followed" by 
more  lively  and  reiterated  applaufes  than  ever 

I  3  the 
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the  Hall  had  rung  with  before.  The  fame 
honour  was  beftowed  on  fome  expreflions 
which  the  Duke  de  Biron  was  mean  enough 
to  utter  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans^ 
whom  he  termed  the  firft  difciple  of  Liberty 
in  France,  and  whofe  fervices,  moderation, 
and  purity  he  extolled . 

The  triumph  of  guilt  was  already  fo  evi- 
dently fccured,  that  it  was  almoft  as  ufelefs 
to  fpeak  againft  the  accufed  as  to  defend 
them  j  and  no  one  defiring  to  fpeak,  the  tri- 
bune was  vacant,  and  a  profound  fdence 
reigned  for  feveral  minutes  in  the  AlTembly, 
when  at  laft  M.  de  Montlaii/ier  rofe.  The 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche  and  the  Gal- 
leries guefTed  what  he  was  about  to  fay  ;  and 
although  Mirabeau  had  demanded  a  tho- 
rough inveftigation,  their  murmurs,  their 
hooting,  and  their  calling  repeatedly  for  the 
queftion,  announced  the  intention  of  doling 
the  debate  immediately.  "  Thefe  clamours  are 
"  infamous,"  cried  M.  de  Montlaujier. 
"  You  have  not  yet  examined  a  fingle 
"  charge ;  you  have  heard  but  two  or  three 
"  explanatory  fpeeches,  and  can  you  deter- 
'  *  mine  proceedings  fo  complicated !  It  is 
"  of  great  moment  to  inveftigate  and  to  de- 
*'  cide  upon  this  report,  this  memorial,  thefe 

*'  pleadings  j 
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44  pleadings;  if  we  decide  not  upon  them, 
44  France  and  posterity  will.  It  is  not  print- 
1  *  ed,  it  has  not  been  diftributed  among  us  j 
4 4  I  demand  three  days  to  confider  this  work 
44  of  three  months." — He  was  here  inter- 
rupted by  a  cry  for  the  queftion. — "  Thofe 
44  who  call  for  the  queftion  are  very  bad  and 
44  very  perfidious  advifers- — I  believe  no  one 
44  to  be  fo  much  an  enemy  to  the  accufed  as 
44  to  hurry  us  into  an  act  fo  contrary  to°the 
44  dignity  of  this  ArTembly.  I  have  pre- 
44  pared  myfelf  with  obfervations,  which  I 
44  mean  to  offer  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate ; 
44  I  have  examined  all  the  papers,  as  was  my 
44  duty"  ....  He  was  again  interrupted  by 
frefh  murmurs,  the  violence  of  which,  added 
to  his  own  indignation,  prevented  his  pro- 
ceeding. 

Roederer  then  fpoke,  and  impudently  af- 
ferted  that  nothing  remained  to  be  done,  pre- 
vious to  the  decifion,  but  to  hear  the  par- 
ticulars propofed  to  be  ftated  on  the  part  of 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  of  whofe  innocence 
there  was  no  longer  a  doubt :  and  he  called 
upon  the  Duke  de  Biron  to  fay  whether  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  wiffied  to  fpeak,  or  thought 
it  more  worthy  of  him  to  wait  till  after  the 
determination  of  the  Affembly, 

I  4  The 
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The  Duke  de  Biron  immediately  replied, 
that  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  confcious  of  his 
innocence,  and  fully  relying  on  the  juflice 
of  the  Affembly,  would  fay  nothing  at  that 
time. 

The  Members  of  the  Cote-Droit  requeued 
in  vain  that  the  decifion  fhould  be  poftponed 
till  after  the  diftribution  of  the  report. 
"  Thefe  proceedings,"  cried  Barnave, "  were 
condemned  from  the  moment  they  came  to 
our  hands.  Every  body  has  feen  that  in 
order  to  make  criminals  it  was  neceffary  to 
have  a  confpiracy,  and  nobody  has  difcovered 
in  all  this  bufinefs  any  other  confpiracy  than 
the  proceedings  themfelves  :  I  move  that  the 
moll  profound  contempt  for  thefe  proceed- 
ings, for  thofe  who  inftituted  them,  and  for 
thofe  who,  in  the  courfe  of  them,  have  been 
hardy  enough  to  give  their  conjectures,  and 
their  malicious  and  perfidious  infinuations  as 
evidence,  be  the  fole  refult  of  your  delibera- 
tion on  the  fubjedb." 

The  Abbe  Maury  declared  in  the  name  of 
the  Members  of  the  Cote-Droit,  that  they 
could  not,  and  would  not,  take  any  part  in 
the  determination  ;  and  many  of  them  re. 
tired.  The  Decree  propofed  by  the  reporter 
was  immediately  put  to  the  vote,  and  adopted 
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by  a  very  great  majority  amidft  the  applaufes 
of  the  Galleries,  excited  by  thofe  of  the  Af- 
fembly.  M.  de  Sillery  then  announced  that 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  defired  to  be  heard  next 
day ;  and  he  did  in  facl:  appear  in  the  tribune 
in  the  Sitting  of  the  3d  of  October.  "  M.  de 
"  Biron"  faid  he,  "  engaged  yefterday  in 
"  my  name,  and  I  come  this  day  to  ratify. 
"  the  engagement,  not  to  leave  you  in  the 

leaft  doubt,  but  to  throw  a  light  even  upon 
«'  the  flighted  circumftances  of  this  dark 
<*  affair  ....  You  have  declared  that  there 
11  was  no  grounds  of  accufation  againfl;  me, 
"  it  remains  for  me  to  prove  that  there  was 
"  not  even  grounds  for  fufpicion ;  it  remains 
"  for  me  to  clear  away  thofe  deceitful  ap- 
**  pearances,  thofe  doubtful  prefumptions, 
"  fpread  with  fo  much  calumny,  and  fo  rea- 
"  dily  admitted  by  malevolence  .  .  .  and  this 
"  I  now  pledge  myfelf  to  do.  I  owe  it  to 
"  myfelf ;  I  owe  it  to  this  Affembly,  of 
*'  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  Member; 
"  I  owe  it  to  the  Nation  at  large."  But  he 
never  difcharged  this  debt  fo  folemnly  con- 
tracted, and  the  monfter  filled  up  the  meafure 
of  his  crimes  by  the  moft  execrable  of  all ! 

The  fcandalous  indulgence  of  the  Affembly 
on  this  occafion  aftonilhed  none,  but  con- 
firmed 
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firmed  the  opinion  already  fpread,  that  many 
of  the  Members  in  the  majority  had  the 
greater!:  interefl  in  fecuring  impunity  to  the 
crimes  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October,  and 
in  quafhing  the  proceedings  of  the  Chatelet. 
Had  the  trials  taken  place,  as  they  lhould 
have  done,  they  might  have  difcovered  fome 
new  accomplices  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
amongft  thofe  of  his  colleagues,  who  appear- 
ed the  more  eager  to  acquit  him,  as  they 
were  at  once  the  judges  and  the  parties. 

I  fhall  conclude  the  account  of  thefe  pro- 
ceedings with  a  fublime  inftance  of  the 
Queen's  magnanimity,  worthy  of  her  great 
character  in  thofe  days  of  horror,  when 
fhe  was  furrounded  with  poniards,  and 
flood  firm  amidfr.  thofe  outrages,  the 
authors  of  which  the  Chatelet  were  to  dis- 
cover and  to  profecute.  The  Committee  of 
Inquiry  for  the  town  having  fent  a  deputa- 
tion to  her  Majefty  to  obtain  fuch  information 
as  fhe  might  be  pleafed  to  give  concerning 
the  outrages  of  the  6th  of  October,  the 
Queen  anfwered  that  fhe  had  nothing  to  fay  : 
r<  Never,"  added  fhe,  "  will  I  turn  informer 
"  againft  the  King's  fubjects."  The  Chatelet 
lent  a  deputation  to  her  Majefty  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  and  to  thefe  her  anfwer  was :  "  I 

<f  SAW 
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**   SAW  ALL,   I  KNEW   ALL,  I  HAVE  FOR- 

M  gotten  all."  Yet  this  noble  Princefs, 
born  to  do  honour  to  the  firn:  Throne  in  the 
world,  and  to  be  the  idol  of  nations,  in 
France  found  affailins  ! . .  .  executioners  !  ... , 
And  thofe  monfters  are  fufrered  ftill  to  live ! 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 


Memorable  Decree  of  the  Parliament  of 
Touloufe  announced  to  the  Affemblyl^y 
the  Keeper  of  the  Seals — Opinion  of 
llobefpierre  upon  the  Inutility  of  its 
being  made  known  to  the  AJfembly — 
Decree  ordering  thofe  Magijirates  to  be 
arreftedy  and  Jirqfecuted  on  an  Infor- 
mation for  Rebellion — The  Miniffers 
iofing  Credit  by  their  IFeaknefs,  are  all 
attacked  and  denounced  in  a  Report 
made  in  the  Name  of  feveral  Commit- 
tees—  Opinion  of  M.  de  Cazales — A 
Motion  in  favour  of  M.  de  Montmorin 
adopted — The  Decree  propofed  agairtft 
the  Minifters  rejetled  by  a  fmall  Majo- 
rity— They  are  again  attacked  by  a 
Petition  from  the  Commune  and  Sec- 
tions— • 
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tions — M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin  and  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  give  in  their  Re- 
Jignations — Warm  Debates  on  the  Sub- 
jecl  of  changing  the  National  Flag — 
Speech  made  by  Mirabeau — M.  de  Guil- 
hermy  injidts  htm,  and  is  confined — 
The  Jacobin  Club  put  an  End  to  the 
Infurreclion  of  the  Sailors  at  Breft — 
Pretended  Counter-llevolutionary  Or- 
gies held  by  the  Garrifon  of  Befort  fe- 
verely  punijlied. 

In  proportion  as  the  Affembly  were  indul- 
gent to  the  mofl  atrocious  crimes,  when  they 
could  be  connected  by  any  means  with  the 
Revolution,  and  there  were  few  which  might 
not  be  taken  in  that  fenfe,  they  were  fevere 
againft  every  acl:  of  virtue  and  courage  which 
tended  to  maintain  the  ancient  conftitutional 
principles  of  the  Monarchy,  refpect  for  re- 
ligion, for  property,  and,  in  fliort,  for  what- 
ever was  not  revolutionary.  The  King, 
who  could  not  but  be  extremely  affected  by 
thefe  proofs  of  zeal  and  attachment,  had  not 
only  to  lament  the  want  of  power  to  reward 
them,  but  the  being  reduced  to  fuffer  his  Mi- 
nifters  to  denounce  in  his  name  his  molt  faithr 

ful 
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ful  fervants,  and  expofe  them  to  the  cenfures 
of  the  Affembly. 

What  part  could  be  more  painful,  more 
heart-rending  to  the  chief  of  the  Magiftracy, 
than  that  of  accufing  Magiftrates,  whofe 
heroic  conduct  he  could  not  but  be  fenfible 
would  obtain  the  praife  and  the  admiration 
of  every  Frenchman  whom  the  revolutionary 
mania  had  not  blinded  ?  Amongft  thofe 
worthy  magiftrates  I  mall  inftance  the 
Chamber  of  Vacations  of  the  Parliament 
of  Touloufe :  that  Parliament,  alas !  in 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  commence  my 
career  in  the  magiftracy,  and  of  which 
we  have  feen  almoft  all  the  members  drag- 
ged from  Touloufe  to  Paris  as  guilty  of 
treafon  againft  the  Nation,  and  perifhing  on 
a  fcaffold.  In  paying  thefe  illuftrious  mar- 
tyrs of  true  patriotifm,  of  honour,  and  of 
loyalty,  the  tribute  of  regret  and  tears  which 
are  their  due,  it  is  a  great  gratification  to  me 
that  to  fecure  them  the  efteem  of  pofterity, 
it  is  only  neceffary  to  relate  their  conduct, 
and  the  honourable  act  which  was  the  caufe 
of  their  accufation. 

The  Affembly  had  prorogued  the  Cham- 
bers of  Vacations,  of  all  the  Parliaments  of  the 

kingdom, 
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kingdom,  only  from  the  fear  that  thefe  Courts, 
when  they  met,  after  the  outrages  of  the 
5th  and  6th  of  October,  mould  have  thought 
proper  to  take  cognifance  of  them,  and  unite 
their  efforts  and  all  their  remaining  power 
and  authority  to  flop  or  undermine  the  Revo- 
lution. The  Chambers  of  Vacation,  by 
obeying  the  exprefs  command,  which  the 
King  had  been  compelled  to  fend  them,  had 
provifionally  regiftered  the  letters  of  proroga- 
tion. That  of  Touloufe,  feeing  that  the  an- 
nihilation of  all  the  fupreme  courts  would 
be  the  confequence  of  it,  determined  not  to 
merit,  by  the  moderation  and  filence  which 
the  perilous  fituation  of  the  King  had  hitherto 
compelled  them  to  obferve,  the  reproach  of 
having  favoured  an  enterprife  fo  difaftrous; 
and  in  confequence  adopted  on  the  25th  of 
September  this  memorable  refolution. 

"  The  Court  fitting  in  Vacation,  =  con- 
"  fidering  that  the  French  Monarchy  ap- 
"  preaches  the  moment  of  its  dhTolution, 
"  that  foonno  traces  will  remain  of  it,  and 
**  that  the  ancient  Courts  of  Juftice  are  not 
[  •  even  refpected  ; 

"  Confidering  that  the  Deputies  of  the 
V  States-General  had  been  fent  only  to  put 
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"  an  end  to  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  Fi- 
"  nances ; 

"  Confidering  that  thofe  Deputies  could 
"  not  change  the  conftitution  of  the  State 
*'  without  violating  their  inft.ruCT.ions,  and 
**  the  faith  fworn  to  their  conftituents  5 

"  Confidering  that  in  order  to  deftroy  the 
■'«  Magiftracy,  it  would  have  been  neceffary 
"  that*  infrruc"tions  fhould  have  been  exprefs- 
«.»  ly  given  them  for  the  purpofe;  that  on 
"  the  contrary  many  of  the  inftructions  ex- 
"  prefsly  demand  the  prefervation  of'  the 
' «  Parliament  of  Languedoc  ; 

"  Confidering  that  the  Clergy  have  been 
"  deprived  of  their  eftates,  which  feemed 
* '  fecured  to  them  for  ever  by  a  long  poflef- 
il  lion  ;  that  the  Nobility  have  been  defpoil- 
"  ed  of  their  rights  and  titles  againft  the 
•*  conftitutional  principles  of  a  true  mo- 
<J  narchy ;  that  Religion  is  degraded  and 
:<  drawn  towards  its  ruin;  and  that  the  new 
'  judicial  order  can  only  aggravate  the  bur- 
"  den  of  taxes -on  the  people; 

*«  The  Court,  inviolably  attached  to  the 
51  facred  perfon  of  the  King,  to  the  Princes 
i(  of  his  auguft  blood,  and  to  the  ancient 

f  laws,  proteft  for  the  intereft  of  the  faid 

"  lord 


\ 
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"  lord  the  King  againft  the  overturning  of 
u  the  Monarchy,  the  annihilation  of  the 
"  orders,  the  invafion  of  property,  and  the 
"  fuppreffion  of  the  Court  of  Languedoc; 
"  and  the  faid  edicts  and  declarations  being 
f  t  only  entered  by  them  provisionally  upon 
"  the  regifters,  and  upon  condition  of  being 
"  entered  anew  when  the  Court  met,  a 
"  claufe,  now  ufelefs,  they  declare  the  faid 
"  entries  null." 

Two  days  after,  upon  the  prefentation  of 
the  Decree  which  fuppreffed  all  the  Cham- 
bers of  Vacations,  they  adopted  a  fecond  re- 
folution  couched  in  thefe  terms  : 

"  The  27th  of  September,  the  King's  At- 
"  torney-General  being  prefent,  and  the  let- 
"  ters  patent  of  fuppreffion  being  laid  upon 
"  the  table,  the  Court  considering  its  pre- 
"  ceding  refolution,  and  the  impoffibility  of 
"  deuroyingthemfelves,  declare  they  cannot 
"  proceed  to  regifter  the  faid  letters." 

On  the  5th  of  October  the  Keeper  of  the 
Seals  lent  copies  of  thefe  two  refolution s  to 
the  Afiembly,  with  the  following  note  : 

The  King  commands  me  to1  inform  the 
"  National  AiTembly  of  the  manner  in  which 
"  the  Chambers  of  Vacation  of  the  Par- 
Vol.  IU.  K  <«  liaments 
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"  liaments  of,  &c.  have  received  the  Decrees 
"  for  fupprefling  all  the  ancient  fupreme  ju- 
"  dicial  jurifdi&ions.  The  Chamber  of  Va- 
&i  cations  of  the  Parliament  of  Touloufe  on 
*  *  the  25th  of  September  adopted  a  refolu- 
"  tion,  on  which  the  King  thought  it  necef- 
' '  fary  to  confult  with  the  AfTembly  before 
**  he  took  any  ftep.  I  fend  a  copy  of  the 
kt  refolution." 

Robefpierre,  the  moft  headftrong,  the 
moft  fanatic  of  all  the  Revolutionifts,  afcend- 
ed  the  tribune  immediately  after  the  reading 
of  thefe  papers,  and  feverely  cenfured  the 
Minifler  for  communicating  them  to  the  Af- 
fembly . 

"  This  refolution,"  faid  he,  "is  an  act 
M  of  delirium  which  mould  only  excite  con- 
* «  tempt  .  .  .  Why  is  this  Minijier  fo  hajiy 
t 1  to  bring  it  before  the  AJJembly  f  They 
*'  may  declare  to  the  Members  of  the  Par- 
u  liament  of  Touloufe  that  they  are  permit- 
*f  ted  to  remain  bad  citizens.  This  Court 
s<  is  forming  a  coalition  with  the  Executive 
:<  Power." 

The  murmurs  excited  by  this  laft  expref- 
fion  compelled  the  fpeaker  to  leave  the  tri- 
bune.   No  perfon  rofe  to  fpeak  after  him, 

and 
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and  the  Aflembly,  without  any  farther  dif- 
Cuflion,  referred  the  note  of  the  Keeper  of  the 
Seals,  and  the  papers  annexed  to  it,  to  the 
united  Committees  of  Conftitution  and  Re- 
ports. 

M.  de  Broglio  ....  yes,  M.  de  Brogllo 
undertook  this  affair,  and  on  the  8th  of  Oc- 
tober made  the  report  in  the  Evening  Sitting, 
and  beftowed  every  odious  epithet  upon  the 
refolutions  of  the  Chamber  of  Vacations  of 
Touloufe,   and  upon  the  Magistrates  who 
compofed  it.    According  to  him,  thofe  Ma- 
giftrates  had  been  wilfully  guilty  of  a  high 
mifdemeanour  and  rebellion.    Their  crime 
was  flagrant.    A  criminal  profecution  mould 
follow.    Their  prevarication,  the  enormity 
of  their  crime,  the  immenfity  of  their  offence, 
were  clearly  proved  by  their  daring  to  fend 
that  facrilegious  refolution  to  the  King;  a 
refolution,  which  was  at  once  a  mafter-piece 
of  error  and  perfidy,  and  an  alarm-bell  of  re- 
bellion, rung  by  thofe  too  whofe  auguft  and 
beneficent  fun&ions  fliould  only  lead  to  peace 
and  tranquillity.    He  terminated  this  frantic 
report  with  the  following  plan  for  a  Decree : 

"  The  National  Aflembly,  after  having 
M  hea*"d       Committees  of  Conftitution  and 

K  2  Reports,  - 
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"  Reports,  decree  that  the  Members  of  the 
"  late  Chamber  of  Vacations  of  the  Parlia- 
"  merit  of  Touloufe,  who  palled  the  refolu- 
"  tions  of  the  25th  and  27th  of  September 
V  laft,  and  the  Attorney-General  of  that 
"  Court,  mall  be  brought  before  the  tri- 
H  bunal,  which  mall  forthwith  be  formed 
"  for  the  trial  of  treafons  againft  the  Nation, 
u  to  be  there  proceeded  againft  for  rebellion 
*.1  and  high  mifdemeanours,  as  they  mall  fee 
*'  caufe.  The  AlTembly  moreover  decree, 
f c  that  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  crime, 
"  the  King  (hall  be  requeued  to  give  orders 
"  without  delay  for  fecuring  their  perfons, 
"  as  well  as  all  other  neceffary  orders  to 
**  carry  the  prefent  Decree  into  execution. " 

The  opinion  of  the  Committees  was 
ftrongly  fupported  by  Alexander'  de  Lameth. 
One  member  alone  of  the  Cote-Droit  (Ma- 
dierj  hazarded  an  obfervation  in  favour  of 
the  accufed  full  of  good  fenfe  and  juftice. 
"  What  were  the  Parliaments  ?"  faid  he, 
"  The  depofitaries  of  the  ancient  Conftitu- 
£f  tion.  They  had  received  it  from  the 
"  King's  hand ;  they  had  fworn  to  maintain 
"  it.  This  oath  they  renewed  every  year  .  .  . 
"  Were  a  new  Legiflature  to  overthrow  what 

"  you 


Oct.  1790]     FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  133 

"  you  have  done,  and  were  the  judges  ef- 
"  tablifhed  by  you  to  proteft.  againft  the 
Cl  change,  would  it  be  juft  to  try  them  as 
"  criminals  ?  Confider  this  comparifon,  it 
"  is  perfectly  exact." 

This  obfervation  excited  almojft  as  much 
murmur  and  laughter  as  applaufe,  and  the 
plan  for  the  Decree  propofed  by  the  Com- 
mittees was  adopted  without  any  other  op- 
pofition. 

What  could  the  Aflcmbly  have  done  if 
thefe  Magiflrates,  inftead  of  feeble  remon- 
ftrances  dictated  by  their  oaths,  had  paffed 
one  of  thofe  Decrees  of  refinance,  the  fevereft 
punifhment  of  which,  under  the  pretended 
reign  of  defpotifm,  never  exceeded  a  tem- 
porary exile  ?  What  accufation  of  a  higher 
nature  than  that  of  rebellion  and  high  treafon 
could  they  have  brought  againft  them,  if, 
inftead  of  confining  themfelves  to  a  fimple 
refufal  of  regillering,  which  could  neither 
hinder  nor  retard  the  execution  of  the  De- 
cree which  fuppreffed  them,  they  had  opened 
the  eyes  of  the  people  to  the  buffoonery,  the 
infidelity,  and  the  crimes  of  their  reprefen- 
tatives  ?  If,  concerting  with  all  the  Cham- 
bers of  Vacations  in  the  kingdom,  they  had 
iblemnly  declared  as  null  and  .  derogatory  to 

K  3  tb 
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the  rights  of  the  Nation  all  the  Decrees  con- 
trary to  the  inftructions  which  the  Deputies 
to  the  States-General  had  received  from  their 
refpective  bailiwicks  ?  In  a  word,  if  uniting 
with  the  nobility,  with  men  of  property, 
with  the  numerous  friends  of  religion  and  the 
King,  they  had  erected  the  ftandard  of  in- 
furrection,  the  moft  facred  without  doubt, 
the  only  lawful  one,  but  neverthelefs  the 
moft  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  the  Committee 
of  Reports  ?  What  expreffions  could  M. 
Broglio  have  found  to  beftow  on  acts  like 
thefe,  after  having  exprefsly  faid,  that  the  re- 
folution  of  the  25th  of  September  was  be- 
yond all  exfireJJionP  And  this  was  repeated 
by  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  when  they 
condemned  in  a  mafs  all  the  Members  of  the 
Parliament  of  Touloufe  to  death  :  a  fen  fence, 
which  was  but  the  execution  of  the  Decree 
of  the  8th  of  October  palled  againft  the 
opinion  of  Robefpierre,  who  was  much 
more  moderate,  and  upon  a  denunciation  made 
in  the  King's  name  ! 

When  obftacles  which  could  only  be  re- 
moved by  the  AfTembly  impeded  the  action  of 
the  Executive  Power,  it  was  to  the  AfTembly, 
no  doubt,  that  the  Minifters  were  to  de- 
nounce them :   but  could  the  refponlibility 

to 


Oct.  1790.]     FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  135 

to  which  they  were  bound  impofe  upon  them 
the  duty  of  denouncing  alfo  without  ncceffity 
weak  or  infignificant  actions,  by  which  fome 
victims  of  the  Revolution  manifefted  not  an 
efficacious  oppofition  to  the  Decrees  which 
(tripped  them  of  their  fituation,  but  merely 
their  repugnance  to  agree  to  their  being  put 
in  execution  ?  The  Decrees  of  the  Chamber 
of  Vacations  of  the  Parliament  of  Touloufe 
certainly  could  not  prevent,  nor  did  it  pre- 
vent, the  Decree  for  their  fuppreflion  being 
carried  into  complete  execution.  The  Coun- 
cil had  therefore  been  perfectly  regular,  even 
in  the  eyes  of  the  moft  flaming  patriots,  if 
they  had  contented  themfelves  with  pro- 
nouncing the  refolutions  void,  to  which  the 
Magiftrates  who  had  adopted  them  could  not 
have  given  any  oppofition. 

This  exceflive  dread  of  refponfibility  acce- 
lerated the  annihilation  of  the  Royal  autho- 
rity, and  difcredited  the  Minifters.  to  fuch  a 
degree  in  the  public  opinion,  and  with  all 
parties,  that  their  retreat  from  office  foon  be- 
came inevitable.  They  were  at  firft  attacked 
in  a  body  in  a  report  made  in  the  name  of  the 
Diplomatic,  Colonial,  Military,  and  Naval 
Committees,  concerning  the  continuation  of 
the  troubles,  and  want  of  fubordination  in  the 

K  4  fquadron 
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fquadron  at  Brett.  The  reporter  (M.  de 
MenouJ  imputed  to  their  want  of  energy  the 
obftacles  experienced  in  the  re-eltablifliment 
t)f  order,  and  the  regeneration  of  the  State. 
"  Whatever,"  faid  he,  "  be  the  caufe  of  that 
' 1  want  of  energy,  whether  the  miftruft  which 
'*  they  have  excited  in  the  people  throw  dif- 
"  ficulties  before  them,  or  that  they  only 
"  know  the  Constitution  by  name,  and  have 
"  not  comprehended  or  adopted  its  princi- 
"  pies,  the  public  force  is  weakened  and  loft 
•.?  in  their  hands  .  .  .  They  pay  great  atten- 
"  tion  to  local  diforders,  they  come  daily  to 
u  amufe  us  with  them,  and  daily  tell  us  of 
"  the  diftrult  which  attends  their  conduct, 
"  and  which  deprives  the  Executive  Power  of 
"  the  energy  and  Strength  which  it  ought  to 
"  have." 

The  plan  for  the  Decree  with  which  this 
report  was  concluded  was  reduced  to  the  fol- 
lowing points  : 

lit,  To  defire  the  King  to  name  and  fend 
to  Brell:  two  new  Civil  Commiffioners  pof- 
feffing  the  necellary  powers,  and  authorifed 
to  employ  every  means  proper  for  effecting 
the  re-eflablifhment  of  order  and  fubordina- 
tion  j  and  to  authorife  the  Commandant  to 
exclude  from  the  fquadron  and  difcharge 

all 
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all  thofe  who  mould  not  be  found  fit  for  fea- 
fervice. 

2dly,  To  cenfure  the  conduct  of  the  Mu- 
nicipality of  Breft,  and  to  order  their  Procu- 
reur  Syndic  (Attorney-General)  to  the  Bar. 

odly,  To  charge  the  Prefident  to  wait  upon 
the  King,  and  reprefent  to  him  that  the  dif- 
truft  which  the  people  had  conceived  againft 
the  prefent  Minifters  was  the  occafion  of  the 
weaknefs  of  the  government,  and  that  it 
threw  the  greater!:  obflacles  in  the  way  of  the 
re-eftablifhment  of  public  order,  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  tlie  finifliing  of  the 
Conftitution. 

This  laft  article,  evidently  derogatory  to 
the  right  referved  to  the  King  of  freely 
choofing  and  keeping  in  his  Council  fuch 
perfons  as  he  mould  think  worthy  of  his 
confidence,  was  warmly  debated,  and  finally 
rejected,  but  in  a  ftyle  the  molt  galling  and 
humiliating  to  the  Ministers,  even  by  thofe 
Members  of  the  AlTembly  moll  devoted  to 
'  the  King,  and  particularly  by  M.  dc  Ca- 
zales.    "  It  is  not/'  laid  he,   "  to  defend 

the  Minifters  that  I  appear  in  this  tribune. 

I  know  nothing  of  their  difpofition,  nor  do 
V  I  approve  of  their  conduct.    They  have 

"  long 
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Si  long  been  guilty;  long  fince  could  I  have 
' '  accufed  them  of  having  betrayed  the  Royal 
"  authority  •  tor  it  is  alio  treafon  againft  the 
"  Nation  to  betray  the  authority  which  alone 
"  can  defend  the  people  from  the  defpotifm 
"  of  a  National  AfTembly,  juft  as  the  Na- 
'«  tional  AfTembly  can  alone  defend  the  people 
"  from  the  defpotifm  of  kings.  I  could 
"  have  accufed  your  fugitive  Minifter  of 
**  Finances,  who,  bafely  attending  to  what 
"  concerned  his  fafety,  facrificed  to  his 
"  own  ambition  the  good  he  might  have 

u  done  I  could  have  accufed  him 

"  of  having  incited  the  Revolution  without 
"  preparing  the  means  of  infuring  the  fuc- 
"  cefs,  or  obviating  the  danger  of  it  ...  I 
**  could  have  accufed  him  of  having  con- 
"  ftantly  diflembled  his  conduct  and  his 
'«  principles.  I  could  have  accufed  the  Mi- 
**  nifters  of  the  Home  Department  of  per- 
iS  mitting  the  King's  orders  to  be  difobeyed. 
"  I  could  have  accufed  them  all  of  an  aflo- 
M  nifhing  fupinenefs.  I  could  have  accufed 
"  them  of  their  perfidious  counfels.  All  can 
*'  excufe  the  exuberances  thatfhoot  from  the 
*'  love  of  our  country,-  but  who  could  ex- 
*'*  cufe  thofe  frigid  fouls  which  patriotifm 

"  cannot 
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"  cannot  warm,  thofe  men  who,  looking  to 
il  themfelves  inftead  of  the  State,  confcious 
"  of  their  inability  and  cowardice,  and  hav- 
"  ing  undertaken  the  public  bufinefs,  leave 
"  the  helm  of  the  State  to  the  Factious,  take 
M  no  command,  yet  obftinately  keep  their 
"  places,  and  dread  returning  to  that  obfcu- 
"  rity  which  they  ought  never  to  have  left. 
**  During  the  long  convuHions  which  agi- 
"  tated  England,  Strafford  perifhed  on  a 
rt  fcafTold,  but  Europe  admired  his  virtue, 
"  and  his  name  is  idolized  by  his  country- 
"  men.  Such  is  the  example  that  faithful 
"  Minifters  fliould  foil  ow.  If  they  have 
"  not  courage  to  periih,  or  fuftain  the  tot- 
"  tering  monarchy,  they  fliould  fly  and  hide 
"  themfelves.  Strafford  died — What  then  ? 
"  Is  not  this  manalfo  dead?  This  Minifler 
"  who  bafely  abandoned  France  to  calamities 
"  created  by  himfelf.  Is  not  his  name  ef- 
"  faced  from  the  lift  of  the  living?  Does 
"  he  not  feel  the  pang  of  outliving  himfelf, 
"  and  of  leaving  to  hiftory  only  the  record 
"  of  his  ignominy  ?  As  to  the  fervile  com- 
"  panions  of  his  labour,  and  of  his  fhame, 
the  prefent  objects  of  your  deliberation, 
M  may  we  not  apply  to  them  the  verfe  of 

M  Tafo, 
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' '  Tqfo ;  Theyjlill  walked,  but  they  were 
"  dead'' 

From  the  extreme  harfhnefs  of  thefe  re- 
proaches, it  was  fufpected  that  M.  de  Caza- 
les  appeared  fo  fevere  in  order  to  render  him- 
felf  lefs  fufpected  of  partiality  for  the  Mi- 
nifters  in  refilling  the  Decree  propofed  againfl 
them  in  the  name  of  the  four  Committees. 
In  fact,  it  was  highly  probable  that  this  mo- 
tive had  engaged  him  to  exprefs  with  more 
energy  a  fentiment  but  too  well  juftified  by 
the  dangers  into  which  the  conduct  or  fupine- 
nefs  of  fome  of  the  Minifters  had  drawn  the 
Monarchy  and  the  King.    M  de  Cazales 
would  furely  not  have  included  M.  de  St. 
Priejt  in  this  defcription,  if  he  had  not  fear- 
ed, by  excepting  him,  to  incenfe  the  Factious 
Ml  further  againft  that  Miniiter,  whofezeal, 
firmnefs,  and  attachment  to  the  King  were  ge- 
nerally known.  Thefe  debates  fo  mortifying 
lo  ini ulting  to  the  Council,  entirely  oecupied 
the  Aflembly  during  two  Sittings.  At  the  mo- 
ment the  plan  propofed  by  the  Committee  was 
going  to  be  put  to  the  vote,  a  Breton  Deputy 
(  ChapelierJ  obferved  that  none  of  the  com- 
plaints againft  the  Minifters  could  affect  the 
Minifler  for  Foreign  Affairs,  who  in  his  de- 
partment 
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partment  had  given  no  caufe  of  reproach ; 
that  confequently  he  ought  not  to  he  included 
in  the  motion,  nor  in  the  decifion.  The 
Affembly  adopted  this  amendment  by  a  very 
great  majority,  and  declared  that  M.  de 
Montmorin  had  never  loft  the  public  con- 
fidence from  the  firft  moment  they  had 
placed  it  in  him.  The  votes  were  then 
called  over  upon  the  article  relative  to  the  Mi- 
nisters, and  it  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
63,  there  being  403  votes  againft'340. 

The  numerous  party  who  wiflied  for  the 
difmiffion  of  the  Minifters  neverthelefs  con- 
tinued to  attack  them  daily  with  the  molt 
fcandalous  infolence.  The  very  next  day 
M.  de  Menou  refuming  the  difcuffion  of  his 
report,  faid,  in  fpeaking  of  the  propofal  of 
the  Committees  relative  to  the  Minifters, 
H  That  it  had  been  rejected  the  evening  be- 
fore only  becaufe  unhappily  their  influence, 
like  a  poifonous  blafl  which  withers  all  it 
meets,  had  infected  even  the  old  founders  of 
Liberty."  And  this  fentence,  for  which  the 
fpeaker  fhould  have  been  called  to  order,  as 
was  propofed  by  the  members  of  the  Cote- 
Droit,  was  loudly  applauded  three  feveral 
times. 

The  Commune  and  the  48  Sections  of 

Paris 


142  ANNALS  Of  THE         [Oct.  1790. 

Paris  thought  proper  alfo  to  deliberate  upon 
the  propofal  of  the  Committees,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  rejection  of  the  Decree,  and 
voted  unanimoully  the  immediate  difmillion 
of  the  Minifters.    This  vote  was  carried  to 
the  AfTembly  by  a  deputation  of  the  Com- 
mune headed  by  M.  Bailly,  and  of  which 
the  famous  Danton  was  fpeaker.    He  point- 
ed out  in  his  harangue  different  heads  of  ac- 
cufation  equally  falfe  and  abfurd  againft  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals,  againft  M.  de  St.  Prieji, 
and  M.  la  Tour-du-Pin.    He  did  not  men- 
tion M.  de  la  Luzerne,  as  that  M milter  had 
already  refigned  his  office  in  the  department 
of  the  Navy,  and  had  been  fucceeded  on  the 
23d  of  Odober  by  M.  de  Fleurieu.  The 
letter  lent  by  M,  de  la  Luzerne  to  the  King 
on  that  occafion  was  inferted  in  all  the  public 
papers,  as  was  alfo  that  written  two  days  be- 
fore to  his  Majefty  by  all  the  Minifters  * 

Some  Members  of  the  Cotc-Droit  feveral 
times  interrupted  the  fpeaker  of  this  deputa- 
tion either  by  direct  contradictions,  or  by 
calling  for  proofs  which  expofed  the  im- 
pofture  or  the  abfurdity  of  his  affertions. 
The  Prefident,  in  his  anfwer  to  this  fpeech, 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  x. 

magnified 


On*.  1790.]     FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  1 43 


magnified  emphatically  the  right  of  petition 
natural  to  every  free  ajjbciation,  and  fane- 
tioned  by  the  Decrees  of  the  Affembly  f 
whilji  defpotifm  Jtifled  the  voice  of  the 
people  by  punijhments.  "  The  Commune 
"  of  Paris,"  added  he,  "  have  brought  for- 
"  ward  complaints  which  no  doubt  they  can 
"  -eftablifh  by  proofs.  The  fupreme  chief 
"  of  the  nation  will  not  repulfe  them ;  a 
"  king  owes  his  people  relief,  fuccour,  and 
"  juftice.  The  Affembly  will  on  their  part, 
"  after  examining  the  proofs  of  the  petition 
' 1  you  have  prefented,  take  it  into  confidera- 
"  tion :  they  grant  you  the  honours  of  the 
"  Sitting."  This  honourable  reception, 
given  to  petitioners  who  ought  to  have  been 
feverely  reprimanded  for  having  dared  to  re- 
new a  demand  which  the  Affembly  had  al- 
ready by  a  Decree  folemnly  rejected,  proves 
fufficiently  that  the  Commune  of  Paris  was 
alfo  a  power  which  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  Nation  felt  themfelves  under  the  neceffity 
of  reflecting. 

M.  de  la  Tour -da-Pin  gave  in  his  rc- 
fignation  on  the  gth  of  November,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  M.  du  Portail.  The  Keeper 
of  the  Seals  deferred  his  refignation  for  fome 
days  longer.  He  even  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
1  Affembly, 
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Affembly,  requeuing  a  communication  of  all 
the  charges  which  had  been  made  againft 
him,  offering  to  anfwer  them  without  delay. 
But  the  Afiembly  not  having  paffed  any  De- 
cree upon  this  letter,  or  even  deigned  to  fend 
it  to  the  Committee  of  Reports,  although  a 
motion  had  been  made  to  that  effect,  he  de- 
termined a  few  days  afterwards  to  quit  an 
office  which  was  now  attended  only  with 
difguft.  The  office  of  Keeper  of  the  Seals  of 
France,  which  from  time  immemorial  till 
the  Revolution  had  been  filled  by  the  firft 
magiftrates  of  the  kingdom,  which  was  con- 
liderably  degraded  while  held  by  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Bourdeaux  by  the  annihilation  01 
all  the  ancient  magiftracy  *,  now  fell  extin- 
guished into  the  hands  of  M.  Duport  du 

Tertre, 

*  The  Chamber  of  V acations  of  Paris,  which  the  Af- 
fembly'had  permitted  to  exift  fifteen  days  longer  than  the 
others,  terminated  its  Sittings  on  the  14th  of  October. 
The  following  day  at  noon  the  Municipal  Officers  went  to 
the  Palais  de  Jufticc,  where  they  only  found  the  tavern- 
keepers,  and  were  employed  till  ten  at  night  in  putting 
feals  upon  the  regillers  and  boxes  of  that  Court.  As  to 
the  Archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux,  notwithftanding  the  exact- 
nefs  and  zeal  with  which  he  had  always  executed  the 
Decrees,  the  letter  which  he  addreffed  to  the  Aifembly 
(the  21ft  of  November),  to  inform  them  that  he  had  fur- 
rendered  the  Seals  into  the  King's  hands,  in  confequence 

of 
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Tertre,  an  advocate  of  little  note,  formerly 
a  clerk  at  forty  pounds  a  year,  and  at  that 
time  Lieutenant  to  the  Mayor  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Police,  and  Jiving  in  the  third 
ftory  of  a  fmall  houfe  in  the  Rue  de  la  Sour- 
diere.  He  was  a  laborious,  active,  and  ho- 
ned: man,  notwithstanding  his  zeal  for  the 
fuccefs  of  the  Revolution,  to  which  it  was 
very  natural  that  he  fhould  be  attached,  as  it 
had  raifed  him  from  nothing ;  but  he  fincerely 
detefted  the  crimes  and  horrors  of  it.  He 
and  M.  du  Portail,  Minifter  of  War,  were 
indebted  to  M.  de  la  Fayette  for  their  ap- 
pointment in  the  Miniftry.  M.  Duport  du 
Tertre  did  not  fucceed  to  the  office  of  Keeper 
of  the  Seals,  which  was  created  in  1774,  and 
to  which  the  furvivorfhip  of  the  office  of 
Chancellor  of  France  was  attached.  He  was 
only  called  Keeper  of  the  State  Seal,  with- 
out any  other  duty  than  that  of  prefenting 
the  Decrees  of  the  AfTembly  for  the  Kind's 
fan&ion,  attending  to  the  execution  of  the 
Decrees  relative  to  the  new  organization  of 

of  an  order  received  from  his  Majefty,  was  more  ftrongly 
and  more  generally  applauded  than  any  of  the  a&s  of  his 
mimftry;  fo  true  it  is,  that  a  man  always  finifhes  by 
having  no  party  when  once  he  abandons  that  which  he 
ought  to  have  fupported. 

Vol.  III.  L  the 
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the  Departments  of  Juftice,  and  to  prefide  in 
the  Privy  Council  till  it  was  fuperfeded  by 
the  new  Tribunal  de  CaJJation*,  whofe 
formation  was  already  decreed :  and  re- 
fpecting  which  it  was  decided  not  only  that 
the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  fhould  not  prefide, 
but  even  that  he  could  not  be  a  member  of  it. 

It  was  upon  the  occasion  of  the  commo- 
tions at  Breft,  and  on  the  report  of  M.  Me* 
noil,  that  the  grand  attack,  of  which  I  have 
juft  given  an  account,  was  made  upon  the 
Minifters.  The  concluiionof  that  report,  or 
rather  the  articles  of  the  plan  for  a  Decree 
propofed  by  the  four  Committees,  relative 
to  changing  the  white  flag  for  a  tri-coloured 
one,  produced  the  moft  violent  debates. 
Some  members  of  the  Cote- Droit  oppofed 
this  article  with  great  moderation,  and  con- 
tented themfelves  with  obferving,  "  that  it 
*J  was  the  white  flag  which  had  given  li- 
l*  berty  to  America  j  that  every  good  citizen 
* '  could  not  but  be  alarmed  at  the  change  of 
"  a  colour  which  tended  to  obliterate  there- 
'.'  membrance  of  our  victories  and  our  vir- 
"  tues ;  that  befides,  it  was  the  more  im- 

*  A  Court  inveueq  with  the  power  of  revifing  and 
annulling  the  fentences  of  all  other  tribunals. 

porta!  it 
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portant  to  preferve  the  ancient  flag  for  the 
Monarchy,  as  that  of  the  EngliOi  and 
Dutch  being  alfo  of  three  colours,  France 
"  could  not  take  it  without  expofing  her 
"  fleets  to  very  ferious  miftakes ;  and  that 
"  the  flag  of  no  nation  was  the  fame  as  that 
"  of  their  cockade/'  See.  &c. 

No  perfon  replied  to  thefe  objections,  and 
the  article  would  probably  have  been  rejected 
if  M.  de  Foucault  had  not  attacked  it  in  a 
more  ferious  and  fatirical  manner.  "  Who," 
fays  he,  "  are  the  military  men  that  have 
'  propofed  to  you  thus  to  profane  the  ho- 
'  nour  and  the  glory  of  the  French  flag? 
'  Here  we  have  the  true  caufe  of  the  dif- 

*  orders  of  the  fquadron.  Let  us  no  lono-er 
'  be  accufed  of  frivolity,  of  that  love  for 

*  fafhion;  leave  to  children  this  new  tri- 

*  coloured  plaything.     It  is  dangerous  to 

*  take  fo  ufelefs  a  ftep  ;  but  as  it  is  not  fup- 
'  ported  it  is  nnneceffary  to  argue.  I  move 
4  the  previous  queftion." 

There  wanted  no  more  to  irritate  Mira- 
beau,  whofe  talents,  when  he  was  animated, 
were  unparalleled  in  mifleading  his  auditors 
by  preferring  the  molt  indifferent  queftions 
m  the  moft  alarming  and  monftrous  points  of 
view.    <«  At  the  outfet  of  this  flrange  de- 

L  2  bate," 
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bate,"  cried  he,  "  I  felt,  I  own,  as  the 
greater  part  of  this  AlTembly,  the  pulfa- 
tions  of  the  fever  of  patriotifm  to  the 
molt  violent  excefs. — What  kind  of  pre- 
emption is  it  that  has  dared  to  raife 
the  quefHon  which  agitates  us,  and  which 
we  are  not  even  permitted  to  decide.  All 
the  world  knows  what  a  terrible  crifis  was 
produced  by  atrocious  infults  offered  to  the 
chofen  colours  of  the  Nation. — All  the 
world  knows  what  mutual  congratulations 
took  place  throughout  the  whole  nation 
when  the  Monarch  ordered  the  troops  to 
wear,  and  wore  himfelf,  thofe  glorious 
colours,  the  token  of  union  to  all  the 
friends,  to  all  the  children  of  Liberty,  to 
all  the  defenders  of  the  Conftitution. — All 
the  world  knows  that  but  a  few  months 
back,  nay  but  a  few  weeks,  the  raJJi 
man  who Jliould  have  dared  to  Jhew  any 
difdain  for  thofe  etifigns  of  patriotifm, 
would  have  loft  his  head  for  his  daring. 
"  I  know  not  what  fuccefsful  art  in  yef- 
terday's  Sitting  has  puffed  up  counter- 
revolutionary fpirits.  In  four-and-twenty 
hours  ;  in  one  night,  all  ideas  are  fo  much 
fubverted,  all  principles  are  become  fo 
monftrous,  fo  much  is  the  public  fpirit 
2  "  ni  .conceived, 
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"  mifconceived,  that  there  are  men  who 
i*  dare  to  tell  you,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
"  people  who  hear  us,  that  there  are  ancient 
fl  prejudices  which  you  ought  to  refpect, 

as  if  your  glory  and  theirs  did  not  confift 
"  in  having  annihilated  thofe  prejudices  for 
4<  which  they  contend!  that  it  is  unwor- 
M  thy  of  the  National  AlTembly  to  attend  to 
M  fuch  trifles  ;  as  if  the  language  of  figns 
*'  were  not  every  where  the  moft  power- 
*'  ful  impellants  of  men,  the  chief  fpring 
t*  of  patriots  and  confpirators  in  their 
*'  federations,  or  their  plots!  In  a  word, 
"  they  dar^e  coolly  fpeak  to  you  in  a  lan- 
M  guage  which,  interpreted,  precifely  fays, 
M  We  think  ourfelues Jirong  enough  to  dif- 
V  play  the  white  colour,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
1 4  colour  of  the  counter-revolution  inftead 
' 1  of  the  odious  colours  of  Liberty. — Cer- 
"  tainly  they  have  prefumed  too  far.  Take 
"  my  advice  (added  he,  addreffing  himfelf 
4<  to  the  Cote-DroitJ  and  fleep  not  in  fo 
"  perilous  a  fecurity,  for  the  awaking  will 
44  bejirompt  and  terrible." 

This  incendiary  fpeech,  of  which  I  have  only 
reported  the  leading  features,  was  often  inter- 
rupted by  lively  applaufes,  as  well  as  by  the 
molt  violent  murmurs  mixed  with  fome  in- 

•L  3  vectives. 
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vectives.  The  words  villain  and  ajfajjin 
haying  efcaped  from  one  of  the  moft  worthy- 
Deputies  of  the  Tiers-Etat  (M.  de  Guil- 
hermy),  immediately  raifed  a  dreadful  ftorm 
againft  him.  He  afcended  the  tribune  in 
fpite  of  the  cries  from  the  Galleries,  and  the 
members  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  who  called  him 
to  the  Bar,  and  calmly  waited  to  be  accufed. 
M.  de  Menou  did  not  hefitate  to  be  his  ac- 
cufer,  and  declared  upon  his  faith  and  ho- 
nour that  he  had  heard  M  de  Guilhermv 
call  Mirabeau  villain  and  aflaffin.  "  I 
**  move,"  added  he,  "  for  the  honour  of 
"  the  AiTembly,  that  they  authorife  their 
M  Prefident  tocaufe  Mi  de  Guilhermy  to  be 
"  arreted  immediately."  M.  de  Guil- 
hermy did  not  deny  the  words,  but  he  ex- 
plained and  juftified  them  by  repeating  the 
expreffions  of  Mirabeau  s  fpeech  which  had 
excited  his  indignation,  and  had  provoked 
him  to  fay  that  that  fpeech  which  might 
caufe  a  part  of  the  Members  to  be  aiTaffi- 
nated  was  the  fpeech  of  a  villain,  or  an  af- 
faffin.  "  I  am  willing  to  believe, "  laid  he 
as  he  concluded,  <<  that  M.  Mirabeau  had 
"  no  fuch  meaning  in  his  mind.    Let  him 

retract  his  fpeech,  I  retract  mine." 

Mirabeau,  fatisfied  with  this  explanation, 

move4 


Oct.  1790.]     FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  151 

moved  at  firft  that  the  Affembly  mould  pafs 
to  the  order  of  the  day.  But  his  anger  was 
rekindled  when  he  heard  his  own  fpeech  cen- 
fured  with  as  much  energy  as  juftice  by  one 
of  the  defenders  of  M  de  Quilhenny. 
«'  I  mould  be  very  lorry/'  faid  he,  "  on  this 
"  occalion  to  become  the  accufer,  but  I  can- 
"  not  however  confent  to  be  accufed.  My 

language  was  not  only  not  incendiary,  but 
V  I  maintain  that  it  was  my  duty  on  fo 
"  criminal  an  attempt  to  fupport  the  ho- 
\*  nour  of  the  national  colours,  and  prevent 
'*  the  infamy  which  there  is  no  room  to 

doubt  was  hoped  from  our  weaknefs." 
He  then  repeated  the  mildeft  of  the  expref- 
Hons  that  had  offended.  "  I  repeat  it;" 
added  he,  "I  efteem  it  an  honour  to  repeat 
"  it,  and  woe  to  him  amongft  thofe  that, 
"  like  me,  have  fvvorn  to  die  for  the  Con- 
"  ftitution,  who  finds  himfelf  under  the  ne- 
"  ceffity  of  charging  me  with  it  as  a  crime  ! 
**  He  has  revealed  the  execrable  fecret  of  his 
"  falfe  heart.  As  to  the  ex  predion  of  the 
<{  perfon  who  has  fubjecled  himfelf  to  the 
44  fentence  of  the  Affembly,  the  infult  was 
"  too  vile  to  affect  me.  I  moved  that  we 
"  mould  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day,  in- 
"  ftead  of  troubling  ourfelves  with  his  rav- 

L  4  .«<  ings  j 


*52 


ANNALS  OF  THE        [Oct.  1790. 


"  ings  ;  and  perhaps  if  he  had  preferved 
"  any  degree  of  temper,  I  fhould  myfelf  have 
44  become  his  advocate.  I  cannot  then  be 
"  fufpected  of  a  defire  of  revenge:  but  on 
"  reflection  I  am  fenfible  that  it  is  not 
44  proper  that  a  Reprefentative  of  the  Na- 
44  tion  fhould  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  carried 
44  away  by  the  firft  emotions  of  a  falfe 
il  generofity ;  therefore  I  not  only  with- 
i{  draw  my  motion  of  paffing  to  the  order 
;i  of  the  day,  but  I  afk  for  a  fentence  on 
"  M.  de  Guilhermy  or  myfelf.  If  he  is 
tX  innocent  I  am  guilty:  decide." 

M.  de  Guilhermy  was  condemned  to  be 
kept  under  arreft  for  three  days  ;  and  the  Af- 
fembly  adopted  the  plan  for  a  Decree  propofed 
by  M.  Menou  relative  to  the  changing  of  the 
national  flag,  and  to  the  fending  of  new  civil 
CommifTioners,  authorifed  by  the  King,  to 
employ  every  means,  and  to  take  allmeafures 
neceffary  to  the  re-efrablifhment  of  order  in 
the  fquadron,  and  in  the  town  of  Brefr.  It 
happened  that  precifcly  on  the  fame  day  the 
friends  of  the  Conftitution  of  Breft,  who  had 
encouraged  and  fupported  the  meeting  of  the 
failors,  fearing  that  the  commotion  of  which 
they  were  loudly  accufed  might  be  the  means 
of  fuppreffing  their  club,  fent  deputies  on 

board 
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board  all  the  {hips  charged  to  invite  the  crews 
to  fubmit  to  the  laws,  and  obey  their  officers, 
&c.  Thefe  deputies  immediately  obtained  a 
fuccefs  which  would  have  been  vainly  ex- 
pected from  the  authority  of  the  Affembly, 
and  ft  ill  lefs  from  that  of  the  King.  They 
completely  re-eftablifhed  fubordination  in  the 
fquadron  by  the  mere  promife  of  foliciting  a 
reform  of  fuch  articles  in  the  penal  code  as 
difpleafed  the  failors.  Thefe  fignalifed  their 
return  to  order  and  their  joy  by  cries  of 
Long  Hue  the  Nation,  the  Law,  and  the 
King.  The  fociety  of  the  friends  of  the 
Constitution,  better  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Jacobin  Club,  drew  up  a  minute,  in 
which  they  ftated  their  zeal,  their  efforts,  and 
their  fuccefs  in  re-eftablifhing  order  on  this 
occafion,  and  fent  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Affem- 
bly.  Several  members  of  the  Cote- Droit 
inveighed  forcibly  againft  the  indecency  and 
the  danger  of  permitting  a  minute,  drawn 
up  by  any  individuals  whatfoever  whom  the 
law  did  not  authorife  to  employ  that  form,  to 
be  read  in  the  AlTembly.  But  thefe  remon- 
strances were  ineffectual :  the  minute  of  the 
club  was  read,  and  loudly  applauded ;  it  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  AlTembly  au- 
thorifed  the  Committee  of  the  Navy  to  pre- 

fent 
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fent  them  the  following  day  with  "  the  plan 
"  of  a  Decree  for  the  alteration  of  the  ar- 
"  tides  of  the  penal  code  which  had  occa- 
"  ftoned  the  remonftrances  of  the  fquadron." 
They  decreed  at  the  fame  time  "  that  the 
"  King  fhould  he  requefted  to  fufpend  the 
0  execution  of  the  Decree  refpecting  the  ad- 
"  dition  of  two  civil  Commiflioners  to  thofe 
"  at  prefent  at  Breft,  and  that  the  Prefident 
m  fhould  write  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
"  of  the  Conftitution  at  Breft,  to  the  King's 
"  Commiffioners,  and  to  the  corporations 
"  who  had  contributed  to  the  eftablifhment 
"  of  order,  to  exprefs  to  them  the  fatisfac* 
"  tion  of  the  AiTembly." 

On  the  day  that  the  Affembly  decreed  the 
tri-coloured  flag,  and  that  the  failors  at  Breft, 
after  having  been  fix  weeks  in  a  ftate  of  the 
moft  ferious  mutiny,  made  the  harbour  re- 
echo with  the  cries  of  Long  live  the  Nation, 
the  Laiv,  and  the  King,  fome  officers  of 
the  garrifon  of  Befort,  whom  the  fumes  of 
a  regimental  feaft  had  rendered  forgetful  of 
the  Conftitution  and  patriotifm,  ran  through 
the  ftrects  waving  a  white  handkerchief  on 
the  point  of  a  fword,  exclaiming  Long  live 
the  King,   the  Devil  take  the  Nation. 
They  went  to  the  barracks,  and  foon  im- 
parted 
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parted  their  delirium  to  their  men,  who  had 
alfo  been  treating  their  fellow-foldicrs.,  They 
<  fpread  themfelves  through  the  town,  com- 
pelled the  inhabitants  to  repeat  their  accla- 
mations, and  ill-treated  thofe  who  refufed,  or 
did  it  unwillingly  ;  but  no  perfon  was 
wounded.  The  officers  who  had  kept  them- 
felves fober  wi filing  to  quell  the  diforder,  re- 
paired to  the  Hotel~de-Ville,  where  the  Mu- 
nicipal Officers  had  already  affembled;  but 
they  were  anfwered  by  infults,  and  the  doors 
of  the  Hotcl-de-Ville  were  forced  open. 
However,  the  Major  of  the  Fort,  who  ar- 
rived at  that  inftant,  was  fuffered  to  fpeak, 
and  being  obeyed  by  the  leaders  of  this  jovial 
band,  calm  enfued.  Unfortunately  among 
thofe  leaders  were  M.  de  la  Tour,  Colonel 
of  the  regiment  of  Royal  Liegeois,  and  the 
Major  of  the  fame  regiment. 

M.  de  Bouille  being  informed  of  what  had 
palled  at  Befort,  arrived  there  the  day  foL 
lowing,  and  put  the  Colonel,  the  Major,  and 
two  Officers  of  the  regiment  of  Royal 
Liegeois,  and  alfo  an  Officer  of  the  Lauzun 
Huilars  under  an  arreft  for  a  month,  ordered 
the  regiment  of  Royal  Liegeois  to  march 
out  of  the  town  immediately,  and  promifed 
that  the  Lauzun  HufTars  mould  alfo  march 

out 
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out  foon.  He  informed  the  Court  of  the 
fteps  he  had  taken ;  and  when  the  Minifter 
laid  the  account  of  the  affair  before  the  King, 
his  Majefty  ordered  that  all  the  officers  whom 
M.  de  Bouille  had  put  under  arreft  fhould  be 
imprifoned,  the  Colonel  for  two  months,  and 
the  others  for  fix  weeks. 

There  was,  perhaps,  never  fo  fevere  a  mi- 
litary punifhment  inflicted  upon  officers  for 
faults  of  this  nature  committed  in  a  ftate  of 
intoxication  ;  but  the  times  required  this  fe- 
verity,  and  M.  de  la  Tour-du-Pin,  who 
was  ftill  Minifter  of  War,  did  not  doubt  but 
that  the  AfTembly,  who  four  days  before  had 
mown  themfelves  fo  indulgent  to  the  failors 
at  Breft,  would  think  the  officers  of  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Befort  at  leait  fufficiently  punifhed 
by  the  orders  which  he  communicated  to 
them.  There  was,  however,  an  ellential 
diftinction  between  the  two  affairs.  The 
mutiny  at  Breft,  criminal  as  it  was,  did  not 
only  appear  excufable,  but  meritorious  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Factious.  To  difavow  the  au- 
thority of  the  King,  to  defpife  the  orders  of 
his  Minifters,  to  infult  and  outrage  the  offi- 
cers, were  fo  many  acts  in  unifon  with  the 
fpirit  and  even  the  plan  of  the  Revolution. 
There  was,  it  is  true,  mingled  with  it  a  little 

difobedience 
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difobedience  to  fome  articles  of  the  new  pe- 
nal code ;  but  that  crime,  or  rather  that  error, 
was  rather  too  flight  not  to  be  effaced  by  the 
repentance  of  the  lailors.  That  of  the  Of- 
ficers of  the  regiment  of  Royal  Liegeois,  al- 
though committed  in  a  ftate  of  intoxication, 
was  of  a  very  different  nature.  It  was  not 
fufficient  to  be  a  patriot  in  cool  blood  ;  it 
was  neceffary  to  be  a  patriot  even  in  a  de- 
lirium. To  recall  the  remembrance  of  the 
white  flag,  by  waving  a  white  handkerchief 
on  the  point  of  a  fword  ;  to  cry,  the  devil 
take  the  Nation,  and  to  compel  the  people 
to  repeat  thefe  impious  cries,  were  evidently 
counter-revolutionary  acts,  and  confequently 
crimes  of  treafon  againft  the  Nation. 

Such  were  in  fubftance  the  arguments  of  the 
fpeakers  of  the  Cote-GaucJie  upon  thefe  two 
incidents.  .The  reporter  of  the  firft  (M.  de 
Champagny J  declared  according  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Committee  of  the  Navy,  "  that 
the  events  which  had  taken  place  in  Brefl 
Harbour  ought  to  be  confidered  as  proceed- 
ing lefs  from  a  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs  and 
infubordination  than  from  an  uneafinefs  on 
the  points  of  delicacy  and  honour ;  that  the 
articles  which  had  given  rife  to  that  uneafi- 
nefs were  not  effential  to  the  penal  code ;  that 

thev 
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they  might  be  repealed  without  inconve- 
nience; and  that  even  juftice  permitted  this 
compliance  with  the  wifli  of  men  returned 
to  their  duty,  and  who  were  defirous  of  liv- 
ing and  dying  for  their  country."  He  moved 
in  confequence,  that  all  the  articles  difap- 
proved  by  the  failors  mould  be  annulled,  and 
it  was  decreed  accordingly. 

The  reporter  of  the  Military  Committee 
(Muguet  de  NanthouJ  considered,  on  the 
contrary,  the  miferable  orgies  of  Befort  as  a 
moft  ferious  outrage.  "You  cannot,"  laid 
he,  44  extend  your  indulgence  to  the  leaders; 
*'  France  expects  a  fcvere  example;  the 
44  Nation  are  tired  of  the  guilty  projects 
44  daily  manifefted  by  their  enemies,  and 
44  complain  that  your  juftice  is  tardy.  Cle- 
"  mency  is  no  longer  feafonable,;  we  muft 
44  check  by  chaftifement  thofe  who  are  not 
44  checked  by  the  fear  of  defolating  their 
44  country,  and  whofe  only  regret  is  their 
44  want  of  fuccefs.  There  muft  be  an  end 
44  put  to  thofe  -factions  that  rend  the  body 
44  politic,  and  which  will  at  laft  weaken,  if 
44  they  cannot  annihilate  it.  In  fhort,  at- 
44  tempts  againft  the  national  will  muft  no 
44  longer  be  fuffered,  and  the  Decrees  ac- 
44  cepted  or  fanctioned  by  the  King  muft  be 

44  obeyed." 
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44  obeyed." — "  It  is  highly  fteeeflary,"  added 
Mirabeau,  *'  to  teach  thofe  who  have  dared 
«'  to  call  the  national  colours  play-things, 
'*  that  revolutions  are  not  children's  play." 
The  reful t  of  thefe  mad  declamations  was  a 
Decree  purporting  that  the  King  fliould  be 
entreated  to  give  orders  that  the  Colonel  and 
Major  of  the  regiment  of  the  Royal  Liegeois, 
,  as  well  as  the  Fort-Major  at  Befort,  fliould 
be  arretted,  and  committed  to  the  prifon  of 
the  Abbaye  de  St.  Germain,  as  guilty  of 
treafon  againff.  the  Nation ;  and  that  they 
mould  be  arraigned   and  tried  before  the 
judges,  who  fliould  be  appointed  to  try  the 
crimes  of  treafon  againfr.  the  Nation*.  The 
Chatelet  had  been  deprived  of  that  jurif- 
di&ion  by  a  Decree  of  the  25th  of  October. 
Thus  it  only  concerned  the  fupreme  National 
Court,  the  formation  of  which  had  been  alfo 
decreed. 

I  have  given  no  account  of  the  different  re- 
ports  that  were  made  to  the  Affembly  in  the 
courfe  of  the  months  of  September  and  Octo- 
ber relative  to  the  troubles  which  agitated  St. 

*  The  Colonel  and  Major  of  the  regiment  of  Royal 
Liegeois  informed  of  this  Decree  by  an  extraordinary 
courier,  had  happily  time  to  efcape  before  M.  de  Brn'M 
could  put  it  in  execution. 

3  Domiugo. 
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Domingo.  A  circumftantial  hiftory  of  the 
progrefs  and  the  difaftrous  confequences  of 
the  Revolution  in  that  colony  would  lead  too 
far  to  find  a  place  in  thefe  Memoirs,  in  which 
I  propofed  folely  to  collecl:  the  principal 
events  that  occurred  in  France,  and  for  which 
I  can  vouch  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolution  till  the  death  of  the  King  ;  thofe 
being  the  facts  refpecting  which  my  tefti- 
mony  may  be  more  particularly  relied  upon. 


CHAP- 

1 


Oct.  1790.]     FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  l6l 


CHAPTER  XXXIL 


A  Plan  of  M.  de  Bouille's  to  make  the 
Departments  and  the  Army  itfelf  de/ire 
that  the  King  Jhould  take  the  Command 
of  the  Forces — Another  Plan  of  the 
Baron  de  BreteuiVs  oppqfed  by  M.  de 
Bouille,  and  adojited  by  the  King — 
Great  Debates  in  the  AJfernbly  on  the 
Quejiions  whether  the  King  Jhould  have 
a  Military  Houfehold,  and  whether  his 
Majejiy  might  take  the  Command  of 
the  Armies — Intrigue  of  the  Jacobins 
againft  M.  de  la  Fayette— The  King's 
Letter  on  the  Occafion — Quarrel  be- 
tween M.  de  Chauvigny  and  M.  Charles 
de  Lameih—The  latter  is  Jlightly 
wound  id  in  a  Duel  with  the  Duke  do 
Caftries—The  Houfe  of  the  Marjhal  do 

Vol.  III.  M  Cajiriet 
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CaJ tries  pillaged  by  ihe  Populace — 
The  Municipality,  the  Sections,  and 
the  National  Guard  go  to  the  Ajjembly, 
the  one  torequejt  a  Law  againfi  Duels, 
the  other  to  demand  Vengeance  u/ion  the 
Duke  de  Cajiries — Thefe  Demands  ap- 
plauded—  Confequences — Report  upon 
the  Finances — Deputation  of  the  Com- 
mune and  National  Guard ;  their  Ob- 
ject— Denunciation  againjt  the  Bijhop 
of  Nantes — New  Oath  prefcribed  for 
the  Clergy. 

THE  Court  quitted  St.  Cloud  on  the  30th 
of  October,  and  returned  to  Paris.  Two 
days  after  their  arrival  it  was  known  that  the 
difpute  which  had  arifen  between  Spain  and 
England  had  been  finally  arranged,  by  his 
Catholic  Majefty's  confenting  that  the  Eng- 
hfh  might  form  a  fettlemcnt  to  the  North  of 
Nootka  Sound,  and  that  they  might  trade 
upon  that  coaft  as  far  as  Cape  Mendocin. 
Thus  vanifhed  all  apprchenfions  of  a  foreign 
war,  to  the  King's  great  fat  is  faction,  although 
perhaps  to  his  undoing.  All  my  doubts  in 
that  refpect  relate  folely  to  the  want  of  energy 
and  refolution,  of  which  Louis  XVI.  gave 
but  too  many  proofs ;  for  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  that  it  was  only  at  the  head  of  the 
army, '  who  would  have  been  brought  back 
to  fubordination  by  the  King's  prefence 
alone,  that  his  Majefty  could  expect  to  re- 
cover not  only  his  liberty  and  dignity,  but 
even  the  portion  of  power  it  might  have 
pleafed  him  to  preferve.  Some  well-chofen 
words  of  goodnefs  and  confidence  addreffed 
to  the  military  would  have  fufficed  to  revive 
their  former  feelings,  their  enthufiafm,  I 
had  almoft  faid  their  idolatry  for  their  matter; 
they  would  all  have  fhed  the  very  laft  drop 
of  their  blood  in  defence  of  his  perfon  and 
authority. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille  was  fo  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  it  was  the  only  favourable  chance 
remaining  for  the  King,  that  he  then  moft 
ferioufly  endeavoured  to  bring  it  forward. 
The  idea  that  occurred  to  him  was  to  engage 
the  Emperor  to  march  a  part  of  the  army  in- 
tended to  reduce  Brabant  towards  the  fron- 
tier of  France.    The  oftenfible  object  of  this 
hoftile  movement  was  to  be  the  refloring  the 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  who  had  poffeffions 
in  Alface,  to  the  rights  of  which  they  had 
been  deprived  by  the  Affembly.    This  move, 
ment  would  have  authorifed  M.  de  Bouille, 
who,  face  the  affair  of  Nancy,  had  entirely 

M  2  gained 
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gained  the  confidence  of  the  troops  of  the 
line,  of  the  National  Guards,  and  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  frontier  Provinces,  to  have 
afTembled  an  army  compofed  of  the  bell:  re- 
o-iments.    He  had  already  communicated  to 
the  members,  who  had  the  greater!  influence 
in  the  departments  which  were  under  his 
command,  the  plan  he  propofed  to  purfue  in 
cafe  of  hoftilities  ;  and  he  was  certain  that 
as  foon  as  the  troops  were  afTembled  accord- 
ing to  his  order,  thofe  departments  would 
fend  an  addrefs  to  the  AfTembly,  requiring 
that  the  King  mould  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  army,  of  which  the  Conftitution  had 
declared  him  Generaliffimo,  his  prefence  being 
abfolutely  neceffary  there  to  reprefs  the  fpirit 
of  diforder  and  mutiny  which  prevailed,  and 
the  confequences  of  which  might,  at  fuch  a 
critical  moment,  be  fatal.  '  A  petition  from 
the  army  itfelf  fhould  have  accompanied  this 
addrefs,  which  would  have  been  fupported 
in  the  Affembly,  not  only  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cote- Droit,  but  alfo  by  feveral 
of  the  Cote-Gauche,  and  particularly  by 
Mirabeau,  who  at  that  time  was  defirous  of 
making  his  peace  with  the  Court  *. 


*  Memoirs  of  M.  de  Bouillt,  chap.  ix. 

While 
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While  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  was  pre- 
paring and  combining  his  meafures  for  the 
execution  of  this  plan,  the  Baron  de  Bre- 
teuil  propofed  another  more  dangerous,  and 
which  had  much  lefs  chance  of  fuccefs.  But 
it  was  unhappily  the  King's  fate  always  to 
prefer  weak  meafures,  whatever  dangers 
might  attend  them,  to  energetic  ones  even 
without  any  danger,  and  of  the  latter  cha? 
racter  certainly  were  thole  projected  by  M. 
de  Bouille.  It  is  evident  that  the  worft  that 
could  have  happened  from  them  would  not 
have  rendered  the  King's  fituation  more  cri- 
tical. 

According  to  the  Baron  de  BreteuiVs 
plan,  the  King  and  the  Royal  Family  were 
to  leave  Paris  fecretly,  and  repair  to  one  of 
the  frontier  towns  of  the  Provinces,  over 
which  the  Marquis  de  Bouille's  command 
extended,  and  the  Marquis  was  to  point  out 
that  which  he  thought  the  fafeft.  The  King, 
on  his  arrival  in  the  town,  was  to  fummon 
thither  his  confidential  Minifters,  his  faith- 
ful fervants,  and  the  troops  that  could  be  re- 
lied upon,  and  he  was  to  ufe  every  poflible 
means  of  recalling  thofe  fubjecls,  whom  the 
Fa&ious  had  milled,  to  reafon  and  a  fenfe 
of  their  duty.     The  interpofition  of  the 

M  3  Allied 
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Allied  Powers  was  not  to  be  folicited  till 
after  all  conciliatory  means  had  been  tried 
without  fuccefs. 

The  Biftiop  of  Pamlers,  who  was  fent  by 
the  Baron  de  Breteuil  to  propofe  this  plan 
to  the  King,  arrived  at  a  juncture  the  moft 
fitted  to  determine  his  Majefty  to  adopt  it ; 
it  was  at  the  time  when  the  Minifters,  daily 
expofed  to  the  moft  violent  perfections, 
were  about  to  be  compelled  to  refign  their 
places  to  men  more  difpofed  to  favour  the 
Revolution,  and  to  ferve  the  prevailing  Fac- 
tion.   The  King  fearing,  with  too  much  rea- 
fon,  that  a  Council  thus  compofed  would 
daily  augment  the  difficulties,  the  difgufts, 
and  even  the  dangers  of  his  fituation,  faw  in 
the  Baron  de  BreteuiVs  plan  only  an  inno- 
cent means  of  efcaping  from  his  ilavery, 
and  did  not  hefitate  to  approve  it,  in  the  full- 
eft  confidence  that  M.  de  Bouille,  to  whom 
the  execution  of  it  was  to  be  confided,  would 
infure  its  fuccefs.    And,  in  facl,  was  it  not 
natural  to  hope  that  a  General,  who  had 
been  attended  with  glory  in  every  enter- 
prife  he  had  undertaken,    however  hazar- 
dous it  was,  would  not  fail  in  the  moft  in- 
terefting  of  all,  and  the  fuccefs  of  which  he 
had  the  moft  at  heart.  > 

1  The 
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The  Marquis  de  Boidlle,  informed  of  the 
King's  determination  by  the  Bifhop  of  Pa- 
miers,  whom  his  Majefty  had  commifTioned 
to  confer  with  him  upon  it,  immediately 
forefaw  the  difficulties  and  dangers  attending 
an  attempt  of  this  kind,  and  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  which  would  refult  from  it  if  it 
did  not  fucceed  ;  for  it  might  endanger  not 
only  the  Monarchy,  but  even  the  life  of  the 
King.    "  I  can  render  his  Majefly,"  faid  he, 
"  thofe  efTential  fervices  which  he  expects 
"  ^om  my  zeal,  without  having  recourfe 
"  to  fuch  perilous  means. "    He  then  dif- 
clofed  the  plan  which  he  had  formed  himfelf ; 
but  the  Bifhop  of  Pamiers  convinced  him 
of  the  ncceffity  of  renouncing  it,  by  inform- 
ing him  that  the  Emperor,  and  the  other 
Powers  in  alliance  with  the  King,  had  for- 
mally declared  their  unanimous  refolution  to 
wait  till  his  Majefty  mould  be  out  of  Paris, 
and  at  full  liberty,  before  they  undertook  to 
act.    The  King  had  fixed  on  the  month  of 
March  following  for  the  time  of  his  de- 
parture, in  order  to  allow  M.  de  Boidlle  time 
to  make  every  necefTary  preparation,  and  to 
concert  with  his  Majefty,   who  from  that 
moment  maintained  a^fecret  and  regular  cor- 
refpondence  with  him  refpecting  the  journey 

M  4  to 
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to  Montmedy,  which  was  the  town  pointed 
out  by  M.  de  Bouille  as  that  to  which  the 
King  might  proceed  with  the  leaf!  rifk  *. 

Unfortunately  the  Factious  were  no  lefs 
aware  than  M.  de  Bouille  that  the  only  re- 
fource  which  remained  for  the  King  to  re- 
cover his  authority  was  to  place  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  army.  In  times  of  peace 
this  would  have  been  the  fignal  for  civil  war, 
and  they  too  well  knew  the  character  of 
Louis  XVI.  not  to  be  convinced  that  he 
could  never  determine  upon  that :  but  they 
did  not  fee  lefs  danger  for  themfelves  in  his 
taking  the  command  of  the  army,  even  in 
cafe  of  a  foreign  war ;  and  the  means  of  de- 
priving him  of  the  power  of  it  foon  became 
an  object  for  the  determination  of  the  Af» 
fembly. 

This  important  queftion  was  debated  in 
the  Sitting  of  the  1 1  th  of  November  upon 
the  denunciation  of  the  pretended  alarms 
caufed  by  the  report  fpread  that  the  King 
was  about  to  form  a  new  guard.  Teftimonies 
of  love  and  regard  for  the  King,  as  flale  as 
hypocritical,  were  mixed  with  this  denun- 
ciation, and  veiled  its  motives.    il  A  military 

*  See  the  Memoirs  of  M.  de  Bcuille,  chap.  ix. 
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M  houfehold,"  it  was  faid,  "is  an  armed 
"  houfehold,  and  an  armed  houfehold  is  ufe- 
lefs  to  a  King  beloved  by  all  the  citizens 
"  of  the  empire.  The  King  of  the  French 
is  adored  by  all  the  Frertch.  All  would 
unite  to  guard  him ;  any  diftincftion  what- 
ever  would  be  invidious,  and  the  guard  of 
•i  the  King  of  the  French  is  but  a  guard  of 
"  honour.'*  It  was  demanded  in  confe- 
quence  that  the  Military  Committee,  and 
that  of  the  Conftitution  together,  mould  be 
charged  to  make  a  report  on  the  queftion 
whether  it  would  be  proper  to  create  a  guard 
of  honour  for  the  King  ?  and  if  fo,  by  whom 
and  in  what  manner  it  ought  to  be  formed  ? 

This  motion,  made  by  the  Deputy  Biau- 
zat,  was  powerfully  fupported  by  Alexander 
de  Beauharnois,  and  by  Alexander  de  La- 
metk ;  the  firft  of  thefe  Alexanders  looked 
with  dread  on  an  armed  force  deftined  to 
execute  the  will  of  a  fingle  man;  and,  ac- 
cording to  his  idea,  to  grant  a  military  houfe- 
hold to  the  King,  was  to  break  the  neceffary 
balance  between  the  powers,  without  any 
advantage  to  the  public  tranquillity,  and 
with  certain  danger  to  the  National  Li- 
berty. He  concluded  that  it  would  probably 
be  the  opinion  of  the  Committees  that  the 
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King  fhould  have  no  military  houfehold,  and 
he  waited  to  defend  the  report  fhould  it  be 
oppofed.  "  I  have  another  obfervation  to 
"  make,"  added  he  :  "  It  is  neceHary  that 
<c  we  mould  decree  that  under  no  circum- 

fiance  whatfoever  the  King  mall  command 
~"  the  troops  in  perfon."  At  thefe  words 
the  fpeaker  was  interrupted,  but  not  difcon- 
certed  by  the  murmurs  and  indignation  of  all 
the  Members  of  the  Cote-Droit.  It  was  not 
to  pleafe  them  he  wifhed,  but  the  Members  of 
the  Cote-Gauche ,  the  patriots  of  the  gal- 
leries, and  by  thefe  he  was  loudly  applauded, 
when  he  obferved  in  fupport  of  his  motion 
"  that  peace  could  only  be  fecured  by  the 
refponfibility  of  the  agents  of  the  Executive 
Power ;  that  if  a  Minifter  or  a  General  mould 
commence  hoftilities,  their  heads  might  be 
made  to  anfwer  for  their  crime ;  whereas  the 
King  at  the  head  of  the  army  might,  if  he 
pleafed,  plunge  the  Nation  into  a  difaftrous 
war,  and  no  guilty  perfon  be  punifha.ble  on 
account  of  the  Monarch's  inviolability." 

M.  Malouet  oppofed  thefe  different  pro- 
portions with  energy.  He  infilled  upon  the 
indecency  of  debating  whether  the  King 
fhould  or  fliould  not  have  a  military  houfe- 
hold.   He  maintained  that  the  bufinefs  of 

the 
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the  AfTembly  was  only  to  determine  the  num- 
ber of  men  of  which  that  houfehold  mould 
confift  j  that  the  very  idea  of  depriving  the 
King  of  the  right  of  commanding  his  armies 
in  perfon  was  fufficient  to  grieve  and  alarm 
every  good  citizen,  becaufe,  if  adopted,  it 
would  neceflarily  lead  to  the  diffolution  of 
the  monarchical  ftate,  under  which  the  people 
had  chofen  to  live.  "  Whither  are  we  to 
"  be  led  then/'  faid  he,  "  with  all  thefe 
M  motions  ?  When  will  there  be  an  end  of 
"  this  Revolution,  which-  incefiantly  con- 
"  tradicls  its  principles?  When  will  this 
' '  threatening  fermentation  ceafe,  which  keeps 
M  the  French  Nation  in  conftant  convulsions  ? 
"  You  are  continually  told  of  imaginary 
"  counter-revolutions,  but  I  announce  a  real 
"  one;  that  which  at  this  moment  the  agi- 
"  tation  of  the  public  mind  is  preparing, 
"  which,  after  having  diforganized  the  State, 
"  will  make  retrograde  motions ;  and  then 
"  the  people,  become  furious,  will  break 
"  out  againft  their  pretended  friends,  from 
"  whom  they  may  perhaps  demand"  .... 
The  murmurs  and  clamours  which  had  often 
interrupted  him  were  redoubled  at  this  mo- 
ment with  fo  much  violence,  that  they  pre- 
vented his  concluding  this  fentence.  He 
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finimed  by  moving,  that  the  Committees 
mould  be  only  charged  to  make  a  report  con- 
cerning the  number  of  men  of  which  the 
King's  guard  mould  confix. 

Alexander  de  Lameth  then  rofe,  and  de~ 
livered  a  fpeech,  which  deferves  the  more  to 
be  known,  as  it  gives  a  very  exact  idea  of  his 
principles  and  revolutionary  talents. 

44  Perhaps, *'  faid  he,  "it  would  be  eafy 
"  to  prove,  if  wechofe  to  difcufs  that  point, 
V.  that  far  from  degrading  royalty,  the  pro- 
M  pofition  of  M.  de  Beauharnois  tends  to 
**  preferveits  true  character  ;  that  the  King, 
44  fupreme  chief  of  all  the  parts  of  the 
*'  Executive  Power,  fliould  not  ceafe  to  fu- 
"  perintend  the  whole,  and  become  himfelf 
*«  the  actor  in  one  branch  only ;  that  he 
'  4  mould  not  ceafe  to  be  the  centre  of  the 
44  Conftitution,  and  go  to  adiftance  from  his 
44  people  to  exercife  functions  incompatible 
44  with  the  inviolability  which  you  have 
44  confecrated ;  and  that  the  pretended  right 
44  now  claimed  for  him  is  only  that  of  ab- 
44  dicating  the  dignity  of  King  to  veft  him 
44  with  the  character  of  a  General  of  the 
14  army.  But  laying  this  queftion  afide  for 
4  4  the  prefent,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  call  the 
v  attention  of  the  AfTembly  to  the  fyftem 
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«<  of  fome  individuals,  who  wifh  to  repre- 
*«  fent  the  friends  of  Liberty  as  enemies  to 
m  Royalty." — 44  Yes,  yes,'*  cried  feveral 
Members  of  the  Cote-Droit.—"  No,  no," 
replied  Alexander  de  Lameth,  fupported 
by  all  the  Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche  j 
44  no,  the  King's  friends  are  not  thofe  who 
44  unceafmgly  claim  that  title.    The  King's 

V  friends  are  thofe  who  have  deftroyed  the 

V  Parliaments,    thofe   who  have  deftroyed 
the  order  of  the  Clergy,  thofe  who,  by 

"  destroying  the  monuments  of  the  feudal 
44  fyftem,  have  put  an  end  to  that  eternal  ri- 
44  valry  between  the  Throne  and  the  Arifto- 
44  cracy,  and  broken  the  barriers  which  for 
44  fo  long  a  time  feparated  the  King  and  the 
44  people.  Yes,  I  repeat  it,  as  one  of  our 
44  colleagues  obferved  with  no  lefs  eloquence 
41  than  truth,  that  the  natural  alliance,  the 
44  facred  and  lading  alliance,  is  that  of  the 
44  Monarch  and  of  the  people,  and  of  that 
44  you  have  laid  the  foundation ;  you  have 
44  cemented  it  for  ever  by  deftroying  all  the 
44  intermediate  tyrannies  which  ignorance 
44  and  ufurpation  had  placed  between  them. 
44  We  are  not  dupes  of  the  patriotic  folici- 
44  tude  of  the  laft  fpeaker,  who  pretends  to 
44  fear  that  the  Nation  may  become  tired  of 
,    3  44  Liberty, 
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'  Liberty,  and,  returning  into  the  old  track, 
f  abandon  thofe  who  have  conftantly  de- 
'  voted  themfelves  to  their  interefts.    If  we 
'  attend  to  M.  Malouet,  we  muft  take  care 
not  to  weary  the  people  with  alarms.  Ac- 
cording to  his  idea  we  mould  think  no  more 
of  commotions — of  a  counter-revolution. 
Alas  I  at  what  a  time  does  he  recommend 
this  dangerous  fecurity  ?  At  the  moment 
when  the  enemies  of  the  country  do  not 
blufli  to  march  under  the  ftandards  of  a 
guilty  Minifter — when  M.  de  Calonne 
flies  through  the  neighbouring  countries 
to  unite  all  the  elements  of  counter-revo- 
lution.   But  let  M.  Malouet  fet  his  mind 
at  reft  ;  for  we  (hall  not  ceafe  to  watch,  to 
combat,  and,  if  necefTary,  to  perifh  for 
the  interefts  of  the  people,  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Revolution. — In  refpect  to 
the  King's  guard,  I  have  to  tell  you  that 
the  Military  Committee,  informed  of  the 
fermentation  excited  in  Paris  by  the  re- 
ports of  an  approaching  change  in  the 
National  Guards  ;  recollecting  their  con- 
ftant  and  fignal  fervices  in  the  defence  of 
Liberty,  and  the  maintenance  of  good 
order  in  times  the  moft  ftormy  ;  recollect- 
ing the  reiterated  teftimonies  of  fatisfac- 
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tion  that  you  have  given  to  their  indefati- 
gable zeal,  have  charged  me  to  propofe  to 
you  to  refer  to  your  Military  and  Con- 
ftitutional  Committees  whatever  relates  to 
the  formation  of  the  military  houfehold. 
In  refped:  to  that  part  of  the  National 
Guard  known  by  the  name  of  the  Paid 
Guards  (Garde- Soldi e,  formerly  the 
Gardes  Francaifes ) ,  whom  fome  men 
have  endeavoured  to  render  uneafy  about 
their  future  lot,  let  them  confidently  repofe 
upon  the  National  AlTembly,  who  will 
not  forget  their  fervices  in  the  Revolution; 
and  whatever  arrangements  may  be  adopted 
in  regard  to  the  King's  military  houfehold, 
this  part  of  the  National  Guard  may  reft 
allured  that  their  interefU  will  not  be  for- 


"  gotten." 


This  l'peech,  interrupted  at  almoft  every 
fentence  by  the  applaufes  of  the  Galleries,  of 
the  Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  and  by 
the  mod  tumultuous  tranfports  of  joy,  con- 
cluded the  debate,  and  determined  the  AlTem- 
bly to  refer  to  the  Military  and  Conftitutional 
Committees  the  motion  made,  by  Alexander 
de  Beauharnois>  as  well  as  that  which  con- 
cerned the  King's  military  houfehold.  The 
Members  of  the  Cote-Droit  took  no  part  in 

the 
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the  determination,  and  one  of  them  (M.  de 
FoucaultJ  even  required  that  their  not  taking 
a  part  fhould  be  certified ;  but  his  motion, 
though  feconded,  was  not  put  to  the  vote. 

Thefe  alarms  which  agitated  the  Nation, 
and  particularly   the  old   French  Guards 
(Garde  Solde'e),  were  the  effect  of  an  in- 
trigue formed  againll  M.  de  la  Fayette  by 
his  rivals  in  popularity.    The  agents  of  the 
Club  of  Jacobins,  from  which  he  had  for 
fome  time  abfented  himfeif,  had  fpread  a  re- 
port that  he  was  engaged  in  forming  a  mi- 
litary houfehold  for  the  King,  and  that  am- 
bitious views  had  caufed  him  to  confent  to 
exclude  the  Garde  Nationale  Soldee  from 
this  new  corps,  which  it  was  faid  was  to 
conflft  of  6000  men,  and  to  be  principally 
compofed  of  fuch  of  the  Garde  Fran^aifes 
as  had  refolved  not  to  enter  into  the  National 
Guard.    Thefe  reports  became  fo  ferious,  as 
to  determine  the   Council-General  of  the 
Commune  to  demand  from  M.  de  la  Fayette 
the  moft  explicit  account  of  this  fubject,  in 
an  extraordinary  Sitting  which  he  was  de- 
fired  to  attend  on  the  10th  of  November. 
He  gave  proofs  the  rnoft  likely  to  diflipate 
all  uneafinefs  relative  to  his  conduct,  to  his 
perfonal  views,  and  to  the  King's  intentions, 
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contained  in  a  letter  from  his  Majefty,  which 
he  produced,  and  of  which  he  had  already 
made  ufe  to  pacify  the  Garde  Solde'e.  This 
letter  was  couched  in  the  following  terms : 

V  I  apprife  you,  Sir,  that  when  I  form  the 
infantry  of  my  military  houfehold,  my 
"  intention  is  to  admit,  as  you  propofed  to 
"  me,  the  Grenadiers  Soldcs  of  the  Na- 
"  tional  Guard  of  Paris,  and  a  part  of  the 
41  centime  companies.  I  fhall  confult  you  on 
"  this  bufinefs  at  the  time  I  expect  to  carry 
M  it  into  execution,  as  well  as  on  the  fer- 
"  vice  of  the  volunteers  of  the  different  Na- 
*>«  tional  Guards.  You  know  that  my  in- 
"  tention  has  always  been  that  they  fhould 
"  do  duty  about  my  perfon  wherever  I  am." 

The  following  day  this  letter,  and  all  the 
information  given  by  M.  de  la  Fayette  on 
the  fubject,  were  made  public  by  a  long  pro- 
clamation compofed  by  the  Council- General 
of  the  Commune ;  fo  that  the  motion  made 
the  fame  day  by  the  Deputy  Biauzat  in  the 
National  AlTembly,  relative  to  the  King's  mi- 
litary houfehold,  evidently  had  no  obje6t  but 
that  of  ferving  as  a  preamble  or  introduction  to 
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the  more  important  motion  of  Alexander  de 
Beauharnois.  It  is  obfervable  too,  that  they 
both  entered  into  the  plan  of  attack^directed  at 
that  period  againft  the  Minifters,  whofe  ene- 
mies enraged  at  not  fucceeding  in  having  their 
difmiffion  demanded  by  a  Decree,  flattered 
themfelves  that  they  mould  compel  them  to  re- 
%n»  by  giving  them  to  underftand  that  all 
thefe  motions,  fo  offenfive  to  the  King,  were 
fuggefted  and  juftified  by  the  diftruft  they 
created* 

At  the  time  that  Alexander  de  Lameth 
was  arrogantly  declaring  from  the  tribune 
that  he  was  ready  to  fight,  and  to  perijh, 
if  necejary,  for  the  intereji  of  the  people, 
and  for  tlie  completion  of  the  Revolution, 
Charles  de  Lameth,  his  brother,  ftrictly 
faithful  to  the  fame  caufe,  was  poftponing 
till  after  the  Seilion  a  challenge  given  to  him 
in  the  moft  preffing  terms  by  M.  Chauvigny 
de  Blot.  The  origin  of  this  quarrel  took 
place  at  the  time  of  the  convocation  of  the 
Bailiwicks  for  the  nomination  of  deputies  to 
the  States-General.  M.  de  Lameth  and  M. 
de  Chauvigny  were  at  the  Bailiwick  Affem- 
bly  of  Senhs,  and  M.  de  Chauvigny  com- 
plained that  having  been  placed  in  the  lift  of 

the 
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the  electors  of  the  nobility,  he  had  been  de- 
clared ineligible  by  an  obfervation  made  by 
M.  de  Lameth,  that  he  had  not  the  quali- 
fications required  by  the  regulation.    M.  de 
Chauvigny  had  been  travelling  ever  fince  the 
time,  and  perhaps  at  his  return  did  not  recol- 
lect,   or  did  not  confider  the  difagreement 
at  Senlis  as    an  offence,    till    the  perfon 
who  had  given  it  had  by  his  conduct  in  the 
AfTembly  become  the  object  of  reproach  to 
all  the  nobility  of  the  kingdom.    Be  that  as 
it  may,  on  the  nth  of  November  M.  de 
Chauvigny  fent  for  Charles  de  Lameth  to 
the  door  of  the  AfTembly,  and  put  him  in 
mind  of  what  had  palled  between  them  at 
Senlis.     «'  It  was  by  you,"  added  he,  "  that 
the  regiment  of  MeJire-de-Camp,  in  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  ferve,  was  corrupted, 
and  led  to  revolt;  it  was  by  you,  by  your 
perfidious  manoeuvres,  that  the  Officers  faith- 
ful to  the  King  were,  during  feveral  hours, 
on  the  point  of  being  maffacred.    I  am  one 
of  that  number,  and  I  come  to  demand  fa- 
tisfaction  for  it."    Charles  de  Lameth  in 
vain  attempted  to  juftify  himfelf ;  his  ad- 
verfary  was  determined  to  fight,  and  defired 
that  he  would  appoint  the  time  and  place. 
:<  As  you  have  waited  till  now  to  complain 
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of  the  circumfiance  with  which  you  charge 
me,"  faid  Charles  de  Lameth,  "  you  may 
ftill  wait  till  the  end  of  the  Seffion ;  I  (hall  then 
attend  you,  but  not  fooner." — f'  I  will  every 
where  proclaim  you  a  coward." — "  I  have 
been  already  tried ;  you  will  not  be  believed." 
— "  Tried  or  not,  your  anfwer  is  Mill  that  of  a 
coward,  and  I  fhall  make  it  public. " — "  But 
I  fhall  confult  my  friends,  and  act  according 
to  their  advice."— He  faid  that  the  friends 
whom  he  confuhed  approved  of  his  conduct 
in  every  point;  but  unfortunately  he  was 
imprudent  enough  to  fay  alfo  that  this  quarrel 
had  been  provoked  by  the  Duke  de  Cajiries, 
who,  not  daring  to  attack  him  openly,  had 
chofen  1\L  de  Chauvigny  for  his  champion. 
The  Duke  de  Cajiries,  who  was  a  Member 
of  the  AHembly,  was  immediately  informed 
of  this  remark ;  and  the  next  day,,  at  the 
breaking  up  of  the  Sitting,  demanded  fatis- 
faction  for  it  of  Charles  de  Lametk.  The 
infult  was  too  ferious  and  too  recent  to  allow 
of  any  delay  in  giving  it.  The  duel  was 
fought  the  fame  day  in  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
and  ended  in  an  intrant  by  a  flight  wound 
which  Charles  de  Lameth  received  in  his 
left  arm,  and  which  drew  from  him  the  mofl 
piercing  cries. 

This 
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This  duel,  the  caufe  and  circumftances  of 
which  were  reported  in  a  thoufand  different 
ways,  fet  the  whole  capital  in  an  uproar,  and 
became  the  fubjecl:  of  the  deliberations  of  the 
Commune  of  all  the  Sections,  of  the  Jacobin 
Club,   and  of  the  groups  of  the  Palais-^ 
Royal.     The  moft  ridiculous  alarms  were 
fpread    concerning   the   coniequences  that 
might  attend  this  fatal  wound,  and  the  ex- 
traordinary pain  it  had  caufed  gave  rife  to  the 
moft  injurious  fufpicions  againft  the  Duke 
de  Cafiries.    The  populace  on  all  fides  vent- 
ed the  moft  furious  imprecations  againft  him, 
while  meftages  and  even  deputations  from  the 
different  Sections   were   conftantly  fent  to 
Charles    de  Lajneth's    houfe   to  inquire 
the  ftate  of  his  health,  and  to  teftify  to 
him  the  lively  intercft  which  every  good  pa- 
triot took  in  the  prefervation  of  their  beloved 
defender.    The  following  day  the  good  pa- 
triots were  not  content  with  fympathifing 
with  him,  they  refolved  to  avenge  him.  An 
immenfe  mob  went  to  the  Hotel  de  Ca fines , 
and  forced  the  gates,  in  fpite  of  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  National  Guard,  who  were 
too  weak  to  refift,  even  had  they  been  in- 
clined.   In  lefs  than  an  hour  all  the  furni- 
ture in  the  houfe  was  broken  into  a  thoufand 
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pieces,  and  thrown  out  of  the  windows,  ex- 
cept a  portrait  of  the  King,  which  had  been 
given  by  his  Majefty  to  the  Marfhal  de 
Cajiries.  The  mob  quietly  retired  when 
there  was  nothing  more  to  break.  The  actors 
in  this  fcene  of  deftruction,  as  they  quitted 
the  Hotel  de  Cajtries,  affected  to  be  fearch- 
ed  by  the  guard,  that  it  might  be  clearly  feen, 
faid  they,  that  it  was  not  for  the  Jiurjiqfe 
of  pillage  they  came,  but  to  exercife  an 
acl  of  national  vengeance. 

It  was  generally  obferved  that  this  outrage 
was  committed  with  much  lefs  impetuoflty  and 
diforder  than  all  thofe  that  had  preceded  it ; 
and  it  was  confidered  rather  as  the  execution 
of  a  plan  coolly  concerted  than  as  the  effect 
of  a  fudden  and  unexpected  explolion  of  po- 
pular fury.    A  circumflance,  of  which  no 
doubt  the  Lameths  were  entirely  ignorant, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  confirm  this  con- 
jecture.   A  perfon  of  the  name  of  Cler- 
mont, known  to  be  their  confidential  revolu- 
tionary agent,  had  been  feen  among  the  lead- 
ers of  the  mob,  and  it  was  not  doubted  but 
that  he  was  the  principal  infiigator  of  it*. 

4  This  man  was  formerly  a  Confectioner,  and  vender 
of  liqueurs.    He  had  attached  himfelf  to  the  Lamethsy 

and 
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The  Atfembly  were  informed  of  what  was 
paffing  at  the  Hotel  de  Cajiries  when  it  was 
too  late  to  prevent  it.  Scarcely  was  this  new 
infurrection  announced,  when  the  brigands, 
who  were  on  that  day  alTembled  in  great 
numbers  in  the  Galleries,  made  the  Hall  ring 
with  their  ferocious  applaufes.  A  Deputy 
of  the  Nobility  (M.  de  Micrinais)  declared 
that  the  example,  or  the  fignal  for  this  clap- 
ping, had  been  given  by  Members  of  the 
Affembly ;  but  this  affertion,  contradicted 
by  fome  party  clamours  of  the  Cote-Gauche, 
had  no  further  confequences.  The  Prefident 
impofed  filence  on  the  Galleries,  and  threat- 
ened them  to  give  the  ftri&eft  orders  to  keep 
them  filent.    The  news  arrived  at  this  mo- 

and  under  their  direction  employed  a  certain  number  of 
trufty  agents  to  enlighten  and  diredY  the  public  opinion, 
or  rather  the  popular  opinion  ;  for  they  only  frequented 
coffee-houfcs,  public-houfes,  and  groups  in  the  gardens. 
At  the  diflblution  of  the  firft  Aflembly,  the  Lameths  re- 
commended this  man  and  his  machinery  to  M.  de  Leffart, 
who  employed  him  under  the  name  of  Giles  with  the 
King's  approbation.    When  M.  de  Leffart  was  impeach- 
ed, his  Majefty  dcfired  that  I  would  continue  to  employ 
Giles  and  his  agents.    He  appeared  to  me  very  intelli- 
gent and  devoted  to  the  King,  and  I  made  ufe  of  him 
for  fcveral  months.    Uid  not  then  know  that  the  name 
of  Giles  was  not  his  real  name,  and  little  fufpeded  that 
Giles  and  Clermont  was  the  fame  perfon. 
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ment  that  the  40,000  perfons,  men  and  wo, 
men,  who  had  been  deftroying  the  Hotel  de 
Caftries,  had  retired,  and  that  order  was 
re-eftablimed.  The  Affembly  clapped  their 
hands  at  this  intelligence,  and  broke  up  the 
Sitting,  without  deliberating  upon  a  Decree 
which  the  Abbe  Maury  had  moved  for  the 
prevention  of  fimilar  outrages. 

The  fame  day,  at  the  opening  of  the  Even- 
ing Sitting,  a  deputation  from  the  battalion 
of  the  Section  of  Bonne-Nouvelle  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar.  The  object  of  their  mif- 
fion  was  to  folicit  a  Decree,  enacting  that  for 
the  future  no  Member  of  the  Aftembjy  mall 
be  challenged  to  fight  in  any  cafe,  or  unde$ 
any  pretext  whatfoever,  and  that  whoever 
mould  dare  to  lift  a  facrilegious  hand  againft 
a  Member,  fhould  be  declared  guilty  of  treafon 
againft  the  Nation*  and  as  fuch  delivered 
over  to  the  vengeance  of  the  laws.  But  thefe 
folicitations  were  only  a  fecondary  con(idera~ 
tion  with  the  deputation,  their  chief  object 
being  directed  againft  the  Duke  de  Caftries , 
whom  the  patriots  of  the  Section  of  Bonne- 
Nouvelle  did  not  think  fufficiently  punifhed. 
s<  This  man/1  faid  their  fpeaker,  "  at  whofe 
<f  name  all  the  friends  of  the  Conftitution, 

will  henceforth  be  mocked,  has  dared  to 
f  s<  call 
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l<  call  M.  Charles  de  Lameth  out,  without 
M  refped:  to  /us  virtues,  and  ftill  lefs  to 
44  his  character.  It  is  againft  this  prefump^ 
44  tuous  man  that  the  battalion  of  Bonne-? 
44  Nouvelle,  who  are  but  the  organ  of  all 
44  the  patriots  of  France,  come  to  demand 
44  vengeance.  ■* 

The  Members  of  the  Cole-Gauche  fo  far 
forgot  themfelves  as  to  interrupt  the  fpeaker 
at  this  fentence  by  the  mojft  fhameful  ap- 
plaufes.  A  Deputy,  hitherto  remarked  for 
his  moderation  (M.  Roy),  was  fo  mocked 
at  this  indecent  behaviour,  that  he  could  not 
help  faying  in  a  very  loud  voice,  44  that 
none  but  villains  could  have  given  thefe 
applaufes."  Thefe  words  excited  the  mofc 
violent  murmurs  among  the  Cote-Gauche, 
mixed  with  cries  of  44  To  the  Abbaye,  to 
the  Abbaye."  Thefe  cries  were  brought 
forward  in  the  fhape  of  a  regular  motion  by 
Barnave,  as  foon  as  the  fpeaker  of  the  bat- 
talion had  finimed  his  harangue,  and  the  Pre- 
fident  had  anfwered  him.  M.  Malouet  and 
Mirabeau  prefented  themfelves  at  once  at  the 
tribune,  and  contended  for  the  priority  of 
fpecch.  M.  Malouet  having  obtained  it, 
Mirabeau  faid  to  him  :    44  Let  me  have 

your 
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your  place,  I  mean  to  fpeak  to  the  fame 
purpofe  as  yourfelf,  and  Jhall  be  more  fuc~ 
cefsful"    Upon  this  affurance  M.  Malouet 
confented  to  withdraw.    The  Members  of 
the  Cote-Droit,  deceived  by  the  fudden  mo- 
tion and  angry  countenance  of  Mirabeau, 
thought  that  he  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the 
tribune  by  force,  and  cried  out  feveral  times, 
Down  with  the  villain ;  make  way  for  M. 
Malouet.  Mirabeau  pcrfifting  to  keep  pof- 
feffion of  the  tribune,  he  was  again  abufed, 
on  which  he  became  enraged  beyond  expref- 
£on;  and  inftead  of  thundering  againfl:  the 
incendiaries  of  the  Hotel  de  Carries,  and 
againfl  their  guilty  defenders,  he  turned  all 
his  fury  againfl:  the  Members  of  the  Cote- 
Droit,  and  pointing  at  them,  cried  :  Would 
you  know  the  real  incendiaries,  there  they 
are  .  .  .  The  good  people  who  are  calum- 
niated, and  fo  forth.    He  continued  in  this 
flyle,  fupported  the  motion  of  Bar nave  with 
vehemence,   and  the  worthy  M.  Roy  was 
condemned  to  three  days  imprifonment. 

When  Mirabeau  defcended  from  the  tri- 
bune, M.  Malouet,  highly  offended,  re- 
proached him  feverely  for  his  deceit.  "  I 
am  afhamed  of  it,"  replied  he,  "  but  you 

muft 
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muft  be  angry  with  thofe  Gentlemen,  it  was 
impolTible  for  me  to  vote  with  people  that 
would  tear  me  to  pieces." 

M.  Badly  alfo  appeared  at  the  Bar  at  the 
head  of  a  deputation  of  twelve  members  of 
the  Municipality,  and  entreated  the  AlTem- 
bly  to  make  a  law  as  foon  as  poflible  againft 
duels  ;  but  neither  the  Duke  de  Cajiries,  or 
Cliarles  de  Lameth,  were  named  or  alluded 
to  in  this  petition,  although  their  duel  was 
evidently  the  occasion  of  it.  If  the  ifluc  of 
this  combat  had  been  different,  and  the  Duke 
de  Cajiries,  inftead  of  llightJy  wounding 
Charles  de  Lameth  in  the  arm,  had  been 
himfelf  mortally  wounded,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  people  would  not  have 
troubled  themfelves  about  the  matter  j  that 
the  Municipality,  the  Sections,  and  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  far  from  feeling  and  repre- 
fenting  in  fo  lively  a  manner  the  neceility  of 
a  law  againft  duels,  would  not  have  thought 
more  of  it  than  they  had  done  fome  months 
before  when  M.  de  Cazales/m  his  duel  with 
Bar  nave,  received  a  ball  in  the  middle  of 
his  forehead. 

Nothing,  however,  was  ordained  relative 
to  duels,  and  the  firft  report  of  confequence 
which  occupied  the  Aflembly  was  that  of  the 

Committee 
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Committee  of  Finances  concerning  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  year  1791,  and  the  means  of 
providing  for  them.    The  Deputy  charged 
with  this  report  (M.  Le  BrwiJ  was  unques- 
tionably the  mo  ft  able  man  in  the  Alfem- 
bly  to  execute  that  tafk.    He  did  not  conceal 
the  difficulties  of  it.    How,  indeed,  could 
certain  calculations  be  fixed  upon  probabilities 
and  conjectures  ?  How  could  expences  which 
the  troubles,  infurreaions,  and  general  dif- 
order  might  every  moment  augment  to  an 
incalculable  degree,  be  eftimated  even  ap- 
proximately ?  How  was  a  ftatement  of  fixed 
receipts  to  be  prefented  when  the  receiving 
of  the  taxes  was  not  furer  than  the  execution 
of  the  laws,   when  the  ftagnation  of  com- 
merce and  the  fudden  interruption  of  luxury 
daily  diminifhed  the  produce  of  the  duties  to 
which  they  were  fubject ;  in  a  word,  when 
that  confidence  which  alone  feeds  and  pre- 
ferves  the  public  income,  was  entirely  anni- 
hilated f   Therefore  M.  Le  Brim  confined 
himfelf  to  delivering  in  a  ftatement  of  the 
public  expences  which  might  be  regarded  as 
fixed,  and  which  amounted  in  the  whole  to 
the  fum  of  566,271,646  livres*,  exclufive 

*  See  tfiis  ftatement,  Appendix,  No.  xi. 

-  of 
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of  thofe  attending  the  adminiftration  of  jus- 
tice, the  offices  of  Government,  the  collect- 
ing the  taxes,  the  adminiftrat'ion  in  the  de- 
partments, and  the  expences  of  the  roads. 
The  charge  of  all  thofe  objects,  yet  unde- 
cided and  variable,  were  to  be  left  to  the  de- 
partments. The  unforefeen  and  cafual  ex- 
pences were  alfo  omitted  in  this  ftatement. 

With  refpect  to  the  receipts,  the  reporter 
contented  himfelf  with  obferving  that  the  re- 
venue of  the  national  property  might  be  va- 
lued at  leaft  at  40  millions,  and  the  amount 
of  the  taxes  neceflary  to  be  impofed  fhould 
be  fixed  at  526,272,000  livres.  The  con- 
tribution of  the  eftates  of  the  Clergy,  and 
the  contribution  from  the  funds  and  privi- 
ledged  perfons,  appeared  to  him  more  than, 
fufficient  to  provide  for  the  expences  attend- 
ing the  administration  of  juftice,  the  ex- 
pences of  the  Government,  and  of  collecting 
the  taxes.-  This  report  was  highly  applaud- 
ed, and  the  debate  upon  it  adjourned. 

In  the  Evening  Sitting  of  the  fame  day, 
the  Committee  appointed  for  the  affair  of 
Avignon  and  the  Diplomatic  Committee  not 
having  been  able  to  agree  upon  the  petition 
of  the  people  of  Avignon,  tending  to  an 
union  of  the  Comtat  with  France,  the  dif- 
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cuffion  was  opened  on  that  queflion,  and 
drew  on  debates  which,  after  having  lafted  fe- 
veral  Sittings,  were  terminated  by  a  Decree  ad- 
journing the  determination,  and  ordering  that 
the  King  mould  be  requeued  to  fend  French 
troops  to  Avignon,  to  protect  under  his  or- 
ders the  French  eftablifliments,  and  maintain 
the  public  peace  in  concert  with  the  Muni- 
cipal Officers.  It  was  alfo  decreed  that  the 
prifoners  from  Avignon  confined  in  the  pri- 
sons of  Orange  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty. 

During  the  difcuffion  of  this  affair,  the 
Council-General  of  the  Commune  of  Paris 
introduced  by  M.  Bailly,  and  a  deputation 
of  the  battalions  of  the  National  Guard,  with 
M.  de  la  Fayette  at  their  head,  were  admit- 
ted to  the  Bar.  The  firft  of  thefe  deputations 
came  to  entreat  the  AiTembly  to  proceed  to 
the  paffing  of  a  general  law  of  police,  which 
they  had  already  promifed  feveral  times,  on 
the  repeated  folicitations  of  the  Municipality. 
"  AnecefTary  law,"  faid  the  fpeaker,  "  as 
"  our  dangers  are  great,  multiplied,  and 
5f  daily  augmenting;  in  fine,  a  necefiary  law 
'«  for  the  fafety  of  this  capital,  whofe  com- 
"  motions  are  felt  throughout  the  empire,  the 
"  peace  and  good  order  of  which  are  con- 
"  fided  to  us.    It  is  the  law  which  muft 

'*  anfwer 
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44  anfvver  for  thofe ;  we  only  anfwer  for  the 
44  execution  of  the  law  .  .  .  Paris  has  proved 
"  that  it  contains  a  fund  of  patriotifm  and 
44  virtue,  but  Paris  is  alfo  the  refuge  of  all 
"  forts  of  crimes,  which  here  conceal  them- 
"  felves  in  the  (hade,  and  are  undiftinguifh- 
44  ed  in  the  multitude,"  &c.  See. 

This  law  was  in  fact  the  more  necellary, 
as,  fince  the  abolition  of  the  ancient  and  ad- 
mirable Police  of  Paris,  which  had  been 
fucceffively  perfected  by  the  experience  and 
wifdom  of  the  ableft  magiltrates,  all  in  this 
Police  had  been  fubject  to  partial,  arbitrary, 
and  often  contradictory  decifions. 

The  fpeaker  of  the  deputation  of  the  Coun- 
cil-General of  the  Commune  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  AfiTembly  to  another  object  not 
lefs  urgent.  44  It  is  a  month/'  faid  he, 
44  fince  the  old  Courts  have  been  fupprelfed, 
44  a  frill  greater  length  of  time  will  elapfe  be- 
44  fore  th^  new  ones  are  eftablifhed :  mean- 
"  while  the  accufed  have  no  judges  ;  the 
14  prifons  are  full  ;  new  ones  have  been  pro- 
,4  vided  ;  the  prifoners  are  crouded  together, 
44  and  difeafe  is  ready  to  pronounce  fentence 
44  of  death.  They  are  in  defpair,  and  are 
44  continually  crying  out  to  be  put  to  death 
44  or  tried.  All  thefe  men  agitated,  tortured 
K2    .  44  bv 
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"  by  wrctchednefs,  beg  daily  that  an  end 
"  may  be  put  to  it. — They  are  ready  to  rife 
"  againlt  their  gaolers;  there  is  no  faying 
how  foon  an  infurrection  may  let  them 
**  loofe  upon  the  capital. — We  molt  earneftly 
*'  entreat  the  National  AfTembly  to  eftablifli 
"  a  provifional  tribunal,  or  grant  ajurifdio 
st  tion  to  one  of  the  fuperior  Courts  which 
'*  ftill  exift. — -In  a  word,  to  appoint  judges 
4<  who  may  clear  the  prifons  by  the  jufti- 
"  fication  of  innocence,  or  by  examples  of 
"  juftice." 

The  object  of  the  deputation  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  was  not  lefs  remarkable,  as  may 
be  perceived  by  the  following  extracts  from 
M.  de  la  Fayette's  fpeech. 

"  We  have  all  promifed  to  the  country 
"  our  arms,  to  the  law  our  fubmiflion,  to 
**  Heaven  our  Liberty ;  but  thefe  arms,  this 
"  fubmiffion,  this  liberty  ftand  in  need  of 
?.'  being  directed  by  you.  All  our  duties  re* 
*'  main  in  a  Hate  of  confuflon,  and  however 
"  purely  devoted  we  are  to  them,  however 
"  indefatigable  be  our  zeal,  the  firft  requi- 
M  fite  for  fulfilling  a  duty  is  to  know  it  well. 
"  The  organization  of  the  National  Guard 
"  only  can  put  an  end  to  this  uncertainty. — 
*■*  Permit  us  to  reprefent  to  you  that  it  is 
3  "  perhaps 
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*  perhaps  upon  that  operation  depends  the 

*  return  of  order,  without  which  your  la- 

*  hour  and  ours  would  be  fruitlefs. — -We 
1  frankly  tell  you  that  we  are  ignorant  of 

*  the  nature,   degree,   and  form  of  pro- 

*  tection  to  be  afforded  by  the  National 
'  Guard  to  the  levying  of  the  contributions ; 
■  or  how  we  can  enfure  the  execution  of 
'  your  Decrees  fo  important,  and  compel  the 
'  citizen  who  evades  to  fubmit  to  them. — 

*  Haften  then, Gentlemen, to  engage  our  civic 

*  and  military  honour,  to  defend  our  public, 

*  and  to  facrifice  our  private  interefts. — The 

*  fentiment  that  permits  us  to  join  the  pride 

*  of  a  free  foldier  to  the  warlike  functions 
'  of  an  obedient  citizen  waits  only  till  you 
1  have  traced  out  the  laws  by  which  they 
1  are  to  be  ruled,  and  which  we  fwear  to 

*  you  we  will  refpect  and  maintain." 

The  Affembly  unanimoufly  applauded  the 
fpeeches  of  M.  Bailly  and  M.  de  la  Fayette, 
ordered  them  to  be  printed,  and  promifed  to 
take  them  into  ferious  confederation.  Hiftory 
ought  alfo  to  fecure  them  as  authentic  mo- 
numents, or  rather  as  convincing  vouchers, 
which  completely  expofe  the  arrogant  in- 
ability and  the  criminal  rafhnefs  of  thefe  le- 
gators of  a  day,  of  that  Affembly  who 

Vol.  III.   .  O  ca]led 
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called  themfelves  conftituent  (or  conftitu- 
tion-makers),  who  thought  themfelves  the 
wileft  and  moff  auguft  in  the  world,  and 
who,  in  the  profound  and  difficult  fcience  of 
legiflation,  have  difplayed  no  other  talent, 
no  other  plan  than  that  of  abolifhing  the  Con- 
ffitution,  and  all  the  exifting  laws,  in  order 
to  fubftitute  for  them  a  code  of  rebellion  and 
anarchy.  The  two  petitions  which  I  have 
juft  mentioned  prove  on  this  point  three  fads 
of  great  importance : 

iff,  That  ever  fince  the  month  of  July 
1789,  the  ancient  fyflem  of  the  Police  of 
Paris  had  been  annihilated,  and  that  at  the 
end  of  the  month  of  November  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  Affembly  had  not  begun  to 
effablifh  a  Police  for  the  capital. 

2dly,  That  from  the  month  of  Auguff 
1789,  the  people  had  been  armed  throughout 
the  kingdom  by  virtue  of  the  Decrees  of  the 
Affembly,  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1790  that  army  of  three  millions  of  men 
was  not  organized,  nor  were  the  ufe  and 
fervice  of  that  immenfe  force  yet  regu- 
lated. 

3dly,  That  on  the  iff  of  October  1790, 
all  the  Parliaments  were  fuppreffed  except 
that  of  Paris,  which  was  alfo  fuppreffed  on 

the 


Nov.  1790.]     FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  I95 


the  15th  of  the  fame  month,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  month  of  November  the  new  tribunals 
which  were  to  be  fubftituted  for  thofe  Courts 
were  not  yet  eftablifhed  :  the  adminiftration 
of  jultice,  both  civil  and  criminal,  was  fuf- 
pended ;  the  prifoners  crouded  in  all  the  pri- 
fons were  perifhing  with  difeafe,  and  through- 
out France  there  was  not  a  lingle  Court  of 
dernier  refort  *. 

Was  it  not  (hocking  to  find  the  AlTembly 
neglecting  fuch  preffing  objects,  while  they 

*  The  only  meafure  which  the  AfTembly  thought  it 
their  duty  to  take,  upon  the  report  made  to  them  by  the 
petition  of  the  Council-General  of  the  Commune,  was  to 
authorife  the  Municipality  provifionally  to  make  ufe  of 
the  prifons  at  Vincennes,  and  to  remove  thither  fuch  pri- 
foners as  the  prifons  of  Paris  could  not  contain. — (Decree 
of  the  aoth  of  November. J — The  prifoners  of  the  Con- 
ciergerie  fent  a  petition  to  the  AfTembly  in  fupport  of  that 
of  the  Council-General  of  the  Commune,  and  demanded 
the  enlargement  of  thofe  among  them  detained  for  further 
trial.     The  AfTembly  taking  their  demand  into  con- 
futation, decreed  on  the  1ft  of  December  that  in  the 
mean  time,  and  until  the  eftablifhment  of  the  tribunals 
of  the  department  of  Paris,  the  Judges  already  elected, 
»s  well  as  thofe  to  be  hereafter  eledted,  affemblingto  the' 
number  of  ten,  mould  form  a  provifional  tribunal  to  try 
only  the  criminal  caufes  removed  by  appeal  to  the  late 
Parliament  of  Paris,  and  in  preference  the  prifoners  de- 
tained for  further  examination,  the  term  of  which  was 
expired. 

O  2  con  fumed 
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confumed  whole  Sittings  in  trifling  debates, 
in  indecent  wranglings,  and  made  Decree 
upon  Decree  to  multiply  not  only  in  France, 
but  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  oaths 
to  a  new  Conftitution  which  was  fcarcely 
begun,  and  which  before  its  completion 
might  undergo  corrections  and  changes  with- 
out number  *. 

How  much  time  was  loft  every  day  in 
hearing  the  abfurd  and  falfe  reports  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  deputations  of 
all  kinds,  who  were  conftantly  admitted  to 
the  honours  of  the  Sitting  when  they  came 
to  make  any  denunciation  againft  the  Mi- 
nifters,  the  Nobility,  or  the  Clergy  !  The 
ufurpation  of  all  the  ecclefiaftical  property 
did  not  fatisfy  the  ambition  of  the  Affem- 
bly :  they  wifhed  alfo  to  be  mailers  of  the 
fpiritual  power,  in  order  to  organize  Reli- 
gion, like  the  Monarchy,  as  they  pleafed, 
and  to  place  the  Clergy  of  France  in  the  al- 
ternative of  martyrdom  or  apoftacy,  as  they 

*  All  the  Ambafladors,  Miniflers,  Envoys,  Refidents, 
Confuls,  or  Agents  in  Foreign  States,  and  their  French 
fecretaries,  clerks,  and  fervants,  Ihould  fend  to  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  or  to  the  next  Legiflature,  an  a&  con- 
taining their  civic  oath,  &c.  &e.~ -(Decree  of  the  xjth  of 
November  J  7 go. J 

3  had 
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had  placed  the  Nobility  between  difhonour 
and  exile.  This  plan  was  unfolded  and 
executed  with  the  moft  perfidious  hypo- 
crify  in  the  laft  Sittings  of  the  month  of  No- 
vember, upon  a  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  to  which  a  denunciation  againfb 
the  Bifhop  of  Nantz  ferved  as  an  intro- 
duction. 

A  deputation  from  the  department  of  the 
Lower  Loire  appeared  at  the  Bar  in  the 
Evening  Sitting  of  the  26th  of  November, 
and  accufed  the  Bifhop  of  Nantz  of  having 
protefted  againft  the  authority  of  the  Nation, 
and  of  having  formally  refufed  to  execute  the 
Decrees  of  the  Affembly.  "  We  fent  a  de- 
putation to  him,"  faid  the  fpeaker,  «'  who 
addrefled  him  with  all  poflible  refpect  i  and 
his  anfwer  to  us  was,  that  he  did  not  ac- 
knowledge the  authority  of  the  National  Af- 
fembly in  ecclefiaftical  matters,  but  that  he 
refpecled  it  in  all  things  foreign  to  religion." 

It  feems  that  while  the  department  was  de- 
liberating upon  this  anfwer,  more  than  2000 
perfons  had  gone  to  them  to  demand  that  the 
Bifhop,  who  had  already  left  Nantz,  mould 
be  arretted,  and  conducted  under  a  fafe  and 
fure  guard  to  the  National  Affembly.  The 
deputation  of  the  department,  the  faithful 

O  3  organ 
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organ  of  that  mob,  a] To  befought  the  AfTem- 
bly to  decree  that  the  Bifliop  of  Nantz 
fhould  be  immediately  arretted  and  profe- 
cuted,  and  that  the  body  of  electors  fhould 
be  authorifed  to  proceed  without  delay  to  the 
nomination  of  a  new  Bifhop. 

The  Prefident  made  a  long  an  f we  r  to  the 
fpeaker,  of  which  the  laft  fentence  contained 
the  whole  fubftance,  diverted  of  the  revolu- 
tionary pathos.  "  The  paji  conduct  of  the 
"  National  AfTembly  is  a  fecurity  for  its  fu- 
• '  ture  conduct ;  juftice  dictates  their  laws, 
"  and  their  firmnefs  mail  maintain  them." 

The  Deputy  Voidel  then  fpoke  in  the 
name  of  the  united  Committees  of  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Affairs,  of  Alienation,  of  Reports, 
and  of  Inquiry.  He  opened  with  the  moffc 
pompous  eulogiums  upon  religion  and  the 
gofpel,  the  religious  and  civil  maxims,  of 
which  he  pretended  the  AfTembly  had  con- 
fecrated  in  the  declaration  of  the  rights  of 
man,  in  the  Conftitution,  and  above  all,  in 
the  Decree  for  the  civil  organization  of  the 
Clergy.  }?.  I  thought  it  my  duty,"  faid  he, 
<<  to  begin  with  this  public  and  fincere  ho- 
*<  mage  to  the  religion  of  my  fathers  a  re. 
"  port,  in  which  1  mall  be  obliged  to  inveigh 
fs  loudly  againfl  the  crimes  of  thofe  charged 
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"  with  teaching  it,  who  fcandalize  it  by 
"  their  conduct,  and  who  make  it  appear 
"  odious  to  fuperficial  or  corrupt  men  un- 
"  acquainted  with  it,  who  only  fee  in  it  the 
"  errors  of  its  minifters." 

This  report  was  in  fact  nothing  more  than 
a  grofs  and  violent  libel  againft  the  Clergy  in 
general,  and  againft  its  principal  members, 
almoft  all  of  whom  the  fpeaker  reviewed, 
denouncing  their  acts  of  courage,  of  piety, 
and  of  virtue,  as  fo  many  crimes.  He  con- 
cluded this  infamous  libel  with  the  following 
apoftrophe. 

"  Minifters  of  religion  !  ceafe  to  fhroud 
"  yourfelf  with  pretences,  and  acknowledge 
"  your  weaknefs ;  you  regret  your  former  opu- 
•*  lence,  you  regret  your  prerogatives,  thofe 
"  marks  of  diftinction  and  pretended  pre- 
"  eminence,  all  thofe  vain  baubles  which 
"  degraded  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  Re- 
"  member  that  the  Revolution  has  made  us 
"  men;  that  we  will  no  longer  proftitute 
M  our  admiration,  no  longer  offer  incenfe  to 
idols  of  pride.    Compel  us  to  fefpedt  you 
by  the  force  of  virtue.    You  have  no 
longer  any  other  means  of  obtaining  that 
11  refpect.    Forget  your  ancient  errors,  re- 

O  4  "  nounce 
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"  nounce  your  prejudices,  think  no  more  of 
"  thofe  eltates  which  you  have  loft.  They 
"  are  about  to  be  fold;  for  in  fpite  of  your 
"  efforts  the  Nation  know  that  the  warranty 
"  of  a  great  people  is  furer  than  your  pre- 
"  dictions  :  they  never  will  forget  that  the 
"  firft  ad:  of  power  done  in  their  name  by 
"  their  reprefentatives  was  to  fecure  the  fo- 
"  lidity  of  their  engagements.  You  have 
"  yet  time;  difarm  by  your  fubmiffion  the 
"  anger  of  a  people  irritated  by  your  refifl- 
"  ance.  The  Decree  which  I  am  now  going 
"  to  propofe  may  be  confidered  more  as  an 
"  indulgent  meafure  than  a  fevere  law." 

This  Decree,  which  was  compofed  of 
eight  articles,  "enjoined  the  Bifhops,  Grand 
"  Vicars,  Superiors,  Directors,  and  Pro- 
"  feffors  in  feminarics  and  colleges,  Parifh 
"  Priefls,  Curates,  and  other  Ecclefiaftics  con. 
"  tinuing  the  public  exercife  of  their  func- 
"  tions>  to  take  the  oath  required  of  them 
"  concerning  the  civil  conltitution  of  the 
"  Clergy  as  foon  as  poflible,  on  pain  of  for- 
«  feiting  their  offices,  which  fhould  be  filled 
"  up  as  in  cafes  of  vacancy  by  resignation." 
The  Decree  forefaw  cafes  in  which  fome 
Bifhops,  Parifh  Priefls,  &c.  without  taking 

the 
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the  oath,  or  not  attending  to  it,  would  continue 
to  exercife  their  functions,  it  was  therefore  or» 
dained  * « that  the  delinquents  mould  be  profe- 
*f  cuted  in  the  Courts  of  the  diftricT:  as  rebels 
"  to  the  law,  declared  to  have  forfeited  the 
"  rights  of  active  citizens,  to  be  incapable 
"  of  holding  any  public  office,  and  Ihould 
"  be  punifhed  by  privation  of  their  fti- 
*'  pends,  and  other  greater  penalties,  ac- 
"  cording  to  the  exigence  and  heinoufnefs  of 
M  the  cafe." 

The  difcuffion  of  this  important  affair  oc- 
cupied two  whole  Evening  Sittings.  The 
opinion. of  the  Committees  was  powerfully 
fupported  by  the  principal  fpeakers  of  the 
Cote-Gauche,  and  with  as  much  hypocrify 
as  the  Deputy  Voidel  had  introduced  into 
his  report.  The  Abbe  Mawy  and  the  Abbe 
de  Montefquiou  defended  the  rights  of  the 
Church  with  equal  eloquence  and  folidity  of 
reafoning.  They  demonstrated  by  irrefra- 
gable arguments,  anfwered  only  by  abufe 
and  murmurs  ?  the  neceffity  of  the  canonical 
forms  to  the  fpiritual  power :  and  as  to  all 
the  innovations  which  the  AiTembly  thought 
of  making,  they  defired  them  at  leaft  to  wait 
an  anfwer  from  the  Pope,  to  whom,  it  was 

afferted 
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afferted  the  King- had  written*.  The  pious 
Bifhop  of  Clermont,  who  fpoke  before 
them,  had  alfo  defended  the  interefts  of  re- 
ligion with  that  iimple  apoftolic  eloquence 
which  charactcrifed  the  paftors  of  the  pri- 
mitive church.  '*  We  will  never  rife/*  faid 
he,  "  to  defend  our  fubfiftence  :  you  owe  it 
M  us,  as  all  our  property  is  at  your  difpofal. 
"  Our  conduct  mail  only  difplay  patience 
"  and  refignation. — It  is  with  interefts,  as 
M  with  evils,  the  greater  abforb  the  lefs.  We 
"  do  not  think  ourfelves  when  the  queftion 
"  relates  to  the  rights  of  the  Church  which 
"  you  have  expofed  to  danger  in  your  civil 
<(  Conftitution  of  the  Clergy,  a  Conftitution 
*'  which  ought  only  to  regulate  objects  pure- 

*  The  Pope  had, fully  and  with  the  utmoft  energy  ma- 
nifefled  his  difapprobation  of  the  civil  conftitution  of  the 
Clergy  in  a  Brief  addreffed  to  the  King  on  the  10th  of 
July  1790,  and  in  two  other  Briefs  of  the  fame  date,  the 
one  addreffed  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Vienne,  the  other  to 
the  Archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux,  who  were  both  Minifters 
of  State  at  that  time.  The  former  of  thefe  Prelates  an- 
fwered  his  Holinefs  on  the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  and 
the  latter  on  the  8th  of  Auguft  following.  This  cor- 
refpondence,  however,  was  kept  a  profound  fecret  by 
both,  and  not  the  leaft  notice  given  of  it  to  any  of  the 
Deputies  of  the  Clergy. 

"  iy 
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«'  ly  political. — The  Church  is  the  organ  of 
*'  the  Son  of  God.  Let  it  fpeak,  and  every 
"  one  of  us  will  liften  to  its  voice  with  re- 
"  verencc.  Deign  to  permit  us  to  aiTemble 
g>  a  Council — Nothing  can  prove  more  for- 
"  cibly  how  much  we  know  the  duties  and 
"  the  virtues  of  our  character,  than  our  fub- 
"  mitting  to  every  facrifice  rather  than  act 
"  againft  our  confcience. — Wc  refign  our- 
"  felves  to  the  care  of  Providence." 

The  pure  and  faithful  majority  of  the 
Deputies  of  the  Clergy  feeing  that  none  of 
thefe  remonftrances  were  admitted,  refolved 
to  take  no  part  in  the  Decree  about  to  be 
paiTed.  This  determination  was  declared  by 
one  of  the  Bifliops  prefent,  and  the  others 
rofe  to  mow  their  concurrence.  The  Decree 
propofed  by  the  reporter  having  obtained  the 
priority  of  another,  ftill  more  rigorous,  pro- 
pofed by  Mirabeau,  was  put  to  the  vote  and 
adopted. 

As  a  profufion  of  crimes  was  neceffary  to 
the  Revolution,  the  authors  of  it  could  not 
but  be  eager  to  throw  off  the  bridle  which  re- 
ligion might  put  upon  them.  Religion,  in 
fact,  was  now  the  only  obftacle  remaining 
for  them  to  remove ;  for  there  no  longer  ex- 
ited 
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ifted  in  France  either  Police,  or  Courts  of 
Juftice,  or  Government :  and  this  fatal  De- 
cree, considered  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, was  but  a  Decree  of  courfe. 


CHAP 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII. 


New  InfurreElions — The  Mayor  of  Vareze 
majfacred — Report  on  the  Organization 
of  the  Public  Force — The  Committees, 
to  whom  the  Report  of  the  Civil  Com- 
mjjjioners  ufion  the  Troubles  of  Nancy 
had  been  referred,  malce  their  Report — 
Difcuffion  of  it — Attempt  to  criminate 
M.  de  BouilU — Nervous  Speech  by  M. 
de  CazaUs — The  AJfembly  annul  the 
Proceedings  commenced  in  that  Affair 
— Momentary  Succefs  obtained  by  the 
Royalijis  in  the  Parterre  at  the  Opera 
— Revenge  of  the  Jacobins — Advantage 
which  their  Organization  in  Clubs  gave 
them  over  the  Royalifts—Affaffination 
of  Pinet,  the  Broker,  on  his  Return 
from  Rinci,  where  he  had  been  to  re- 
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ccivefrom  the  Duke  of  Orleans  a  Port- 
folio which  he  had  depofited  in  his 

Hands,  and  which  was  faid  to  contain 

more  than  Forty  Millions — The  Port- 
folio Jiolen — Violent  Suspicions  againfl 

the  Duke  of  Orleans. 

While  the  popular  outrages  remained 
folely  directed  againft  thofe  citizens  whom 
the  Revolution  had  marked  out  as  its  vic- 
tims, by  defcribing  them  under  the  fatal  de- 
nomination of  driftocrats,    the  Afiembly 
thought  it  enough  to  declare  that  they  were 
Juftly  offended,  or  deeply  afflicled  by  them, 
and  to  charge  the  Executive  Power  to  em- 
ploy all  the  means  placed  in  his  hands  by 
the  Conftitution  for  the  re-eft ablijhment  of 
order.    But  as  that  Conftitution,  in  dele- 
gating to  the  King  the  fupreme  Executive 
Power,  had  not  yet  placed  at  his  difpofal 
other  means  of  execution  than  that  of  giv- 
ing to  the  Conrtituted  Authorities  orders 
which  his  Majefty  could  not  compel  them  to 
execute,  it  was  impoffible  that  thefe  references 
to  the  Executive  Power  could  produce  more 
efFecl:  than  the  fterile  affliction  of  the  Aflem- 
bly, or  its  pretended  indignation.    The  con- 
fequence  was,  that  infurrections  multiplied 

in 
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in  almoft  all  the  departments,  not  only  againft 
the  Ariftocrats,  but  alfo  to  ftop  the  circula- 
tion of  grain,  and  often  to  hinder  the  col- 
lection of  the  unfuppreiTed  feigneurial  rights, 
and  even  the  taxes.  It  appeared  too,  that  the 
Conftituted  Authorities  newly  eftablifhed 
were  not  refpected ;  that  the  Commandant 
of  the  National  Guard  of  St.  Jean  D5An- 
gely,  author  of  the  troubles  which  had- agi- 
tated that  city,  being  fummoned  by  the  Di- 
rectory of  the  Department  of  Lower  Cha- 
rante,  had  refufed  to  obey,  by  the  advice  of 
the  Mayor.  At  Vareze,  a  little  town  near 
St.  Jean  D'Angely,  the  Commiflioners  of  the 
diftrict,  accompanied  by  a  detachment  of  the 
troops  of  the  line,  having  arrefted  one  of  the 
principal  inftigators  of  the  infurrection, 
called  La  Planchc,  the  people  rang  the 
alarm-bell,  armed  themfelves  with  pikes, 
mufkets,  and  clubs,  loudly  demanding  that 
La  Planche  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  them, 
and  aflailed  the  Commiflioners,  who,  in  or- 
der to  efcape  their  fury,  were  obliged  to  com- 
mand the  foldiers  to  fire  upon  this  mob, 
and  feven  perfons  were  killed  upon  the 
fpot.  This  act  of  firmnefs  only  enraged 
thefe  madmen  the  more.  They  arrefted  and 
confined  the  Mayor  of  Vareze,  and  ported 

towards 
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towards  St.  Jean  D'Angely,  calling  out, 
Vengeance  !  No  Diretloiy  !  No  Diftritl  ! 
and  threatening  they  would  come  the  follow- 
ing day  with  10,000  men  to  beliege  St.  Jean 
D'Angely,  if  La  Planche  were  not  releafed. 
The  Municipality  not  having  taken  any  mea- 
fure  to  oppofe  this  infurrection,  notwith- 
flanding  the  order  which  they  had  received 
from  the  diftrict,  they  were  compelled  to  de- 
liver up  La  Planche  to  thefe  ruffians,  but 
neverthelefs  conditionally  that  the  Mayor  of 
Vareze  mould  be  fet  at  liberty,  which  they 
engaged  to  do  and  retired,  carrying  back  in 
triumph  La  Planche  crowned  with  laurels. 
On  their  return  the  firffc  thing  they  did  was 
to  fet  the  Mayor  at  liberty,  according  to  their 
promife ;  but  it  was  only  to  maffacre  him, 
in  fpite  of  the  efforts  and  generous  ardour  of 
a  clergyman  of  the  neighbourhood,  who 
threw  himfelf  into  the  midft  of  the  afTaflins, 
tore  from  their  hands  the  venerable  magiftrate 
(M.  la  Tierce),  and  carried  him  on  his 
back  to  the  neareft  houfe,  parrying  or  receiv- 
ing himfelf  the  blows  levelled  at  him.  This 
heroic  adlion  retarded  but  a  few  moments  the 
death  of  the  Mayor,  who  was  one  of  the 
mod  worthy  men  of  the  Canton.  His  ex- 
ecutioners jfinifhed  by  cutting  his  throat  in 
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the  very  houfe  in  which  his  deliverers,  over- 
come with  blows  and  fatigue,  had  placed 
him. 

The  recital*of  all  thefe  horrors,  of  all  thefe 
unconjtitutional  infurreclions,  made  the  Af- 
fembly  perceive  that  it  was  high  time  for 
them  to  attend  a  little  to  the  organization  of 
the  public  force.  The  Committee  of  the 
Constitution  charged  with  this  talk  threw  all 
the  obfcurity  on  the  fubject  that  might  be 
expected  from  the  profound  metaphyficians 
of  whom  that  body  confifted,  and  fell  into  all 
the  blunders  that  might  naturally  be  commits 
ted  by  people  who  did  not  know  even  the  firfr 
principles  of  it,  fuch  as  the  Abbe  Sieyes7 
Rabaut  de  St.  Etienhe,  &c.  &c. 

Before  the  different  plans  of  Decrees  for 
regulating  the  organization  of  the  public 
force  were  prefented,  the  reporter  (Rahaud) 
propofed  a  feries  of  conftitutional  articles  to 
ferve  as  their  preamble,  and  to  perpetuate, 
without  alteration,  the  intention  of  the 
Legijlature.  "  Pofterity,"  faid  he,  "  find- 
M  ing  therein  the  principles  in  all  their  pu- 
"  rity,  will  correct  the  errors  which  time 
"  may  introduce." 

The  public  force  was  hitherto  underftood 
to  be  that  which  the  Government  employed 
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in  the  interior,  either  for  the  maintenance  of" 
order  and  public  tranquillity,  or  to  fecure 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  fen^ 
fences  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice.  This  was 
that  tutelary  force  which  the  Affembly  had 
palfied,  which  it  was  now  neceffary  to  or- 
ganize, or  rather  only  to  renovate. 

The  Committee,  ignorant  of  this  defini- 
tion, or  perhaps  thinking  it  too  fimple  and 
grovelling,  did  not  hefitate  to  propofe  to  the 
AlTembly  to  declare  as  conftitutional  prin- 
ciples, 1  ft,  That  the  public  force,  confidered 
in  a  general  view,  was  the  union  of  the  force 
of  all  the  citizens  ;  2dly,  That  the  army  was 
an  habitual  force  collected  from  the  public 
force,  and  particularly  defigned  to  act  againft 
enemies  j  3dly,  That  the  corps  armed  for  the 
fervice  of  the  interior  were  an  habitual  force 
collected  from  the  public  force,  and  parti- 
cularly defigned  to  act  againft  the  dift urbers 
of  order  and  the  public  peace;  4thly,  That 
the  citizens  fhould  be  obliged  to  take  arms 
whenever  the  diflurbance  of  public  order,  or 
an  attack  upon  the  country,  fhould  require 
the  ufe  of  the  public  force,  or  when  public 
"liberty  fhould  be  in  danger  ;  ^thly ,  That  the 
citizens  who  would  not  engage  to  aflift  in 
re-eflablifhing  order  in  the  interior  when 

they 
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they  fhould  be  legally  called  upon,  and  to 
arm  for  the  defence  of  liberty  and  their  coun- 
try, fhould  not  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  active 
citizen  ;  6thly,  That  the  armed  force  was 
effentially  obedient,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

This  public  force  was  evidently  the  ge- 
neral force  of  the  State,  compofed  of  all  ci- 
tizens capable  of  bearing  arms ;  even  the 
brigands  were  not  excepted  from  it :  all  were 
to  arm,  not  only  when  they  mould  be  called 
upon,  but  even  without  it  when  the  public 
liberty  was  threatened,  and  every  one  was  in- 
dividually a  judge  of  that  danger,  which  . the 
preliminary  articles  did  not  define,  and  which 
they  mentioned  in  fuch  vague  terms,  that 
there  was  no  infurrection  but  might  find  a 
conftitutional  excufe  in  it. 

M.  de  Montlaufier  feveral  times,  in  a  very 
fpirited  manner,  oppofed  thefe  different  ar- 
ticles. He  maintained  that  they  tended  to 
organize  a  body  without  furnifliing  it  with  a 
foul ;  that  under  the  Monarchical  Govern- 
ment the  King,  who  was  not  even  mentioned 
in  thefe  articles*  was  necefTarily  the  Chief, 
the  efTential  and  only  principle  of  the  life  of 
the  public  force,  &c.  &c. 

Others  obferved  that  the  military  en- 
rolment, which  the  AlTembly  had  already 
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condemned,  would  be  the  pofitive  refill t  of 
the  4th  and  5th  claufes,  and  that  they  would 
reduce  to  a  vain  phantom  that  liberty  fo  dear, 
and  fo  eagerly  purfued.  Thefe  objections, 
and  the  amendments  propofed  in  confequence, 
were  rejected  :  the  metaphyfics  of  the  Com- 
mittee triumphed  over  common  fenfe,  and 
the  pretended  conftitutional  principles  pro- 
pofed by  the  reporter  were  adopted  by  a  great 
majority.  But  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
this  was  but  the  preamble  of  an  immenfe 
code  required  for  the  organization  of  all  the 
parts  of  the  public  force,  fuch  as  the  Com- 
mittee had  defined  it ;  and  Raba ut  announced 
that  the  number  of  objects  he  had  to  prefent, 
and  the  natural  order  of  the  Decrees  to  be 
pafTed,  would  compel  him  to  make  frequent 
intervals  in  the  ftatement  of  his  report.  In  fact, 
"he  did  not  refume  it  till  the  2 2d  of  December, 
when  he  brought  forward  a  Decree,  that  the 
MarechaufTee  fhould  in  future  bear  the  name 
of  the  Gendarmerie  Nationale,  and  per- 
form their  duty  as  fhould  be  regulated  by 
the  Adminiftrations  and  Directories  of  the 
Departments ;  that  it  fhould  be  compofed  of 
old  foldiers  of  eight  years  Handing,  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  Directories  of  Departments, 
one  out  of  five  to  be  prefented  for  each  va- 
3  cancy 
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cancy  by  the  Colonel.  To  the  King  was 
only  left  the  office  of  caufmg  the  commiffions 
or  warrants  to  be  delivered  to  thofe  who 
fhould  be  thus  named  to  the  fituations  of 
Brigadiers,  Quarter-Matters,  Lieutenants, 
Captains,  and  Lieutenant-Colonels  j  and  ths 
privilege  of  appointing  the  Colonels,  formerly 
called  Pre'vots,  obferving  to  grant  thofe  com- 
miffions according  to  feniority.  His  Majefty 
was  alfo  authorifed  to  commiffion  one  of  the 
General  Officers,  employed  in  the  depart- 
ments, merely  to  infpect  the  behaviour,  dif- 
cipline,  and  fervice  of  the  divifions  of  the 
Gendarmerie  Nationale;  but  not  to  give, 
or  caufe  to  be  given  to  that  troop,  any  orders 
by  the  Minifters,  or  by  any  other  agent  of 
the  Executive  Power. 

This  plan  of  organization  of  the  public 
force  was  not  more  infufficient  to  prevent  in- 
furreclions  than  the  difpolition  manifefted  by 
the  Affembly  upon  another  important  affair, 
fubmitted  at  the  fame  time  to  their  delibera- 
tion, was  adapted  to  encourage  the  difturbers 
of  the  public  order.  The  fuccefs  of  the 
Marquis  de  Bouille  at  Nancy  was  not  at  all 
fuited  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Revolution.  The 
patriots  could  not  pardon  him  for  the  terrible 
leflbn  which  he  had  given  them ;  and  their 
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clamours,  fupported  by  all  the  clubs  and  Ja- 
cobins of  the  kingdom,  had  determined  the 
A  {Terribly  to  fend  Civil  Commiffioners  to  the 
fpot  to  make  ftricl:  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of 
that  infurrect.ion,  which  had  been  the  grounds 
of  a  criminal  profecution  commenced  in  the 
Bailiwick  of  Nancy.  They  were  alfo  charg- 
ed to  obtain  an  exact  account  of  the  conduct 
of  the  foldierSj  officers,  and  generals,  and 
to  draw  up  a  report,  which  iliould  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Affembly.  The  Commiffioners 
named  by  the  King  were  Duvemer,  and 
Cahier  de  Gervillc,  who  was  afterwards  a 
Minifler  :  they  had  both  been  admitted  into 
the  new  Municipality  of  Paris,  and  confe- 
quently  their  patriotifm  and  attachment  to  the 
Revolution  could  not  be  doubted.  The  ac^ 
count  which  they  gave  of  their  million  was 
•^^referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  and 
the  Committees  of  Inquiry  and  of  Reports 
united  ;  and  one  of  the  moft  flaming  patriots 
among  the  Members  of  the  Cote- Gauche , 
the  worthy  and  faithful  friend  of  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  in  a  word,  M.  de  Sillery,  was 
charged  with  the  report  of  this  weighty  af- 
fair, and  he  made  it  on  the  6th  of  December 
in  the  Evening  Sitting.  He  firft  announced 
that  the  public  opinion  was  ftill  wavering 
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concerning  the  caufes  of  the  fatal  event  which 
had  taken  place  at  Nancy.  This  opening 
very  much  aftonifhed  all  thofe  who  recol- 
lected the  very  circumftantial  details  con- 
tained in  refpect  to  this  matter  in  the  official 
difpatches  which  the  Minifter  at  War  had 
laid  before  the  AiTemhly,  and  particularly 
thofe  of  M  de  Bouille,  which  had  been 
publiflied  in  all  the  Journals,  f*  In  thefe 
"  unhappy  times  of  divisions  and  civil  dif- 
"  cords/*  laid  the  reporter,  "  each  party 
"  charge  their  opponents  with  the  difafters 
V  which  happen. — It  is  in  the  midft  of  this 
M  political  obfcurity  that  your  Committees 
"  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  endeavour  to 
"  difcover  the  principal  caufes  of  that  event; 
"  it  is  this  national  crime  that  is  to  be  un- 
M  veiled. — Many  errors  have  been  commit- 
"  ted;  great  misfortunes  have  been  the  con- 
'*  fequence  of  them ;  and  there  is  no  clafs  of 
**  citizens  whom  we  may  not  in  fome  de- 
"  gree  reproach. — Let  the  two  parties  who 
**  now  divide  France  call  their  eyes  upon  the 
*'  grand  deftiny  which  awaits  this  empire  if 
"  they  unite,  and  let  them  fhudder  at  the 
"  fatal  confequences  of  our  difcords.  Blood 
"  has  already  been  fhed,  the  Nation  is  irri- 
4<  tated ;  citizens,  reflecl:  that  at  the  point  at 
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e<  which  we  are  arrived,  no  power,  no 
"  means  can  derange  the  immutable  order 
"  which  the  Nation  itfelf  has  eltablifhed ; 
sc  that  it  would  be  madnefs  in  the  party 
e*  which  oppofes  the  general  will  to  hope  to 
*'  reload  with  chains  the  brave  nation  which 
"  has  juft  fhaken  them  off,  and  that  at  this 
"  epocha  it  is  neceflary  to  conquer  us  or 
"  to  obey." 

My  intention  being  only  to  give  an  exact 
idea  of  the  fpirit  with  which  this  report 
was  made,  I  mail  confine  myfelf  to  an 
accurate  ftatement  of  fome  of  its  leading 
points,  omitting  the  patriotic  lamentations, 
and  irrelevant  common  places  with  which  it 
is  loaded,  as  well  as  the  facts  which  I  have 
related  according  to  dates. 

"  The  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
46  Nancy,' *  faid  M.  de  Sillery,  "  being  ne- 
4<  ceffarily  lofers  by  the  Revolution,  highly 
*«  difapproved  of  it. — Some  diftinguifhed 

citizens,  regarding  only  the  happinefs  of 
*'  the  Nation,  adopted  your  Decrees  with 
**  rapture,  becaufe  they  were  favourable  to 
*'  that  unhappy  clafs  of  citizens  fo  long  in- 
*'  jured.  Thefe  joined  with  them,  and  the 
sC  city  was  thus  divided  into  two  parties, 
M  holding  opinions  completely  opponte. — • 
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li  It  is  to  this  war  of  opinions  that  all  the 
«f  misfortunes  of  that  town  ought  to  be  im- 
M  puted.—  The  numerous  garrifon  of  Nancy 
"  could  not  remain  indifferent.  Some  young 
'*  Officers  manifefted  fentiments  repugnant 
M  to  the  new  Constitution.  The  elder  ones, 
"  more  prudent  and  more  referved,  concealed 
M  their  opinions,  but  all  became  equally 
•4  fufpected  by  their  foldiers. — In  the  times 
*'  of  Revolution,  every  man  ought  to  difplay 
"  his  character — Every  one  ought  to  fpeak 
*'  and  act  according  to  his  confcience ;  the 
"  moft  dangerous  character  is  that  of  the 
"  man  who  exhibits  none." 

This  accufation,  however  flight,  was  the 
more  mifplaced,  as  the  reporter  confeffed  that 
there  were  complaints  only  againft  five  Offi- 
cers of  the  King's  Regiment ;  that  thefe  were  > 
charged  on  the  depofitions  of  two  perfons, 
named  Bazire  and  Roiiffiere,  of  whom  the 
former  had  been  brought  to  a  trial,  and  was 
difowned  by  all  his  corps,  and  the  latter  had 
been  turned  out  of  his  regiment.  It  was 
highly  neceffary  to  exaggerate  the  faults  of 
the  Officers,  and  to  invent  fome  for  them, 
the  more  eafily  to  palliate  the  crimes  of  the 
foldiers,  and  to  glofs  them  with  the  epithet 
of  firnple  errors. 

"  Thefe 


2l8 


ANNALS  OF  THE  [Dec.  1790. 


"  Thefe  brave  foldiers,"  continued  the 
reporter,  foftening  his  voice,  "  feeing  that 
"  in  the  prefent  fyftem  they  began  to  be  re- 
"  garded  as  citizens,  attempted  to  enjoy  the 
"  fruits  of  that  liberty  held  forth  to  them. 
'*  They  had  been  guilty  of  fome  breaches 
*'  of  difcipline,  which,  being  fuffered  to 
fs  pafs  unpunimed,  led  them  by  degrees  to 
"  open  revolt.  It  is  with  grief  we  are  forced 
"  to  confefs  that  thofe  very  foldiers,  whofe 
*'  patriotifm  we  mould  have  cited  as  an  ex- 
"  ample,  rendered  themfelves  culpable  by 
"  carrying  it  to  excefs.  Thefe  unfortunate 
"  foldiers  were  not  ignorant  of  the  criminal 
"  manoeuvres  of  the  enemies  of  the  public 
"  welfare;  they  frequently  heard  the  fame 
".language  that  has  fo  often  excited  your 
•*  own  difpleafure;  they  had  fworn  to  de- 
"  fend  the  Conftitution,  they  thought  it  in 
**  danger,  and  falling  from  one  error  into 
"  another,  they  precipitated  themfelves  into 
"  the  abyfs  where  they  are  at  prefent.  It  is 
"  an  imperious  duty  incumbent  upon  us  to 
4<  make  them  fenlible  of  the  whole  extent 
"  of  their  fault. — Let  them  call  to  mind 
"  the  flavery  from  which  we  have  extricated 
M  them.  Let  them  look  to  the  days  of  glory 
*'  fKll  referved  for  them,  if  their  conduct 
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"  anfwer  our  expectations  ! — Unfortunate 
*f  comrades,  my  duty  is  to  report  your 
"  crimes;  but  I  mult  at  the  fame  time  lay 
44  before  the  National  Affembly  the  offences 
"  of  thofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to  be  your 
"  guides  and  compilers." 

This  accufation  was  principally  directed 
againit  the  Adminiftrative  Bodies.  The  re- 
porter feverely  blamed  their  pufillanimity,  he 
reproached  them  for  all  that  they  had  done, 
and  all  that  they  had  left  undone,  and  efpe- 
eially  for  not  having  made  ufe  of  their  influ- 
ence over  the  troops  to  recall  them  to  obe- 
dience;  as  if  foldiers,  who  had  ftiaken  off 
the  authority  of  their  Officers,  and  even  that 
of  the  National  Affembly,  could  be  pre- 
fumed  more  ready  to  attend  to  the  counfels 
of  the  Municipal  Body. 

Among  the  number  of  crimes  ftated  by  the 
reporter  againfl  the  Municipality  of  Nancy 
was  that  "  of  fuffering  the  acknowledged 
s<  friends  of  the  Conftitution  to  be  treated 
"  as  the  abettors  of  the  diforders,  and  of 
"  having  unlawfully  ordered  the  feizure  of 
"  their  papers,  and  the  diffolution  of  their 
"  AfTembly.  Thefe  good  citizens,  whofe 
"  only  crime  was  that  of  being  good  citi- 
?<  zens,   found  themfelves  perfecuted  and 
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4  4  tried ;  the  blows  were  chiefly  levelled  at 
"  their  club,  and  their  enemies  even  dared 
"  to  employ  agiirift  them  the  antiquated 
4'  forms  of  defpotifm  and  arbitrary  autho- 
**  rity.  The  national  cockade  was  pro- 
"  fcribed ;  the  National  Guard  hid  them- 
*'  fe-lves.  In  a  word,  Nancy,  at  the  arrival 
"  of  the  King's  Commiffioners,  was  in  that 
*'  degraded  ftate  that  might  be  fuppofed  to 
"  be  its  lot  at  the  moment  of  a  counter-re - 
"  volution  effected. 

M  The  unhappy  event  at  Nancy  was  only 
M  the  fatal  refult  of  paflions  and  different 
**  opinions  inceffantly  oppofed,  inflamed,  and 

exafperated  by  continual  mifunderftand- 
M  ings,  by  exaggerated  fufpicions,  kept  up 
"  by  the  fear  of  thofe  who  could  have  in- 
*'  ftructed  the  people,  and  by  the  renewal 
"  of  ancient  diforders  as  difficult  to  forefee 
"  as  to  reprefs.  We  have  had  the  fad  con- 
"  vicfion  that  citizens  may  fometimes  err, 
J<  and  become  culpable,  while  they  think 
**  they  are  ferving  the  good  caufe." 

It  was  thus,  that  inffead  of  throwing  a 
greater  light  on  the  well-known  caufes  of  the 
infurrecfion  at  Nancy,  the  reporter  laboured 
to  envelop  in  darknefs  the  criminal  manoeu- 
vres which  had  produced  it;  manoeuvres 
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plotted  in  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Ja- 
cobin Club  at  Paris,  and  put  in  execution  at 
the  fame  time  by  their  fecret  emifTaries  in  the 
affiliated  clubs  in  all  the  garrifon  towns  in  the 
kingdom,  for  the  purpofe  of  completing  at 
the  fame  period  the  diforganization  of  the 
whole  army,  and  by  that  means  to  deprive 
the  King  of  the  refource  of  employing  fuch 
regiments  as  might  remain  faithful  to  quell 
the  infubordination  of  the  others. 

The  King,  to  whom  I  one  day  fpoke  on 
the  fubject  in  the  prefence  of  M.  de  Lejffart, 
told  us,  that  M.  de  la  Tour-du-Pin  and 
M.  de  Bouille  had  received  the  moft  pofitive 
proofs  of  this  fadt  j  and  M.  de  Bouille  has 
fince  allured  me  of  it  himfelf.  This  was  the 
grand  myftery,  or  rather  the  abominable 
plot,  the  traces  of  which  it  was  the  bufinefs 
to  conceal ;  and  M.  de  Silleiy,  an  ardent  and 
faithful  Jacobin,  perhaps  a  member  too  of 
their  fecret  committee,  neglected  nothing  to 
attain  that  end.  His  report  as  to  the  facts 
was  but  a  fervile  extract  of  that  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  fent  to  Nancy,  which  was  almoft 
entirely  founded  upon  hearfays,  vague  fuf- 
picions  and  probabilities,  and  contained 
many  more  conjectures  than  pofitive  af- 
fertions. 

"  Your 
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"  Your  Committees  think,"  faid  M.  de 
Sillery  as  he  concluded,  "  that  the  blood 
"  which  has  already  been  flied  may  ferve  as 
"  an  atonement  for  the  faults  into  which 
"  the  different  parties  have  fallen." 

According  to  this  opinion  he  moved,  that 
the  AfTembly,  confidering  that  the  unfortu- 
nate event  which  happened  at  Nancy  was 
only  the  fatal  confequence  of  errors  into 
which  the  citizens  of  all  clafTes  had  been 
drawn  by  the  difference  of  their  opinions, 
and  being  willing  to  bury  in  oblivion  the 
very  remembrance  of  fo  difaftrous  a  circum- 
ftance,  fliould  decree  that  the  affair  mould  be 
purfued  no  farther,  and  that  the  proceedings 
commenced  in  the  Bailiwick  of  Nancy 
mould  be  dropped ;  that  in  confequence  the 
foldiers  and  citizens  fentenced  and  imprifoned 
by  reafon  of  the  faid  proceedings  fliould  be 
fet  at  liberty;  that  the  King's  regiment  and 
that  of  Meftre-de-Canvp  fhould  be  difband- 
ed ;  that  each  foldier  fhould  receive  three 
months  pay,  and  an  abfolutc  difcharge ;  that 
the  Military  Committee  fhould  report  as  foon 
as  poflible  the  means  of  replacing  in  the  fer- 
vice  fuch  of  the  officers,  fubalterns,  and  fol- 
diers, as  by  their  conduct:  '  and  fervices, 
might  be  judged  worthy  of  being  replaced ; 

that 
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that  the  King  mould  be  entreated  to  negotiate 
immediately  with  the  Swifs  Cantons  for  the 
pardon  of  the  41  foldiers  of  the  regiment  of 
Chateau-vieux  condemned  to  the  galleys,  and 
of  the  71  fent  to  be  tried  in  the  Courts  of 
the  Helvetic  Cantons,  &c. 

This  report,  in  which  not  a  tingle  eulo- 
gium  was  given  to  the  fignal  fervice  rendered 
by  M.  de  Bouille,  and  in  which  his  name 
was  hardly  mentioned,  concluded  the  Sitting, 
and  obtained  the  greateft  applaufe. 

On  the  day  following,  in  the  Evening  Sit- 
ting, the  debate  upon  this  report  was  opened. 
The  Duke  du  Chatelet  fpoke  firft,  and  tefti- 
fied  the  livelieft  affliction  for  the  faults  of  the 
King's  regiment,  which  he  had  commanded 
for  twenty  years,  and  in  which  he  had  al- 
ways feen  the  moft  perfect  union  between  the 
officers  and  foldiers.  "  How/'  faid  he, 
"  could  the  fpirit  of  mutiny  be  introduced 
"  into  it?  The  caufes  of  it  muft  not  be 
"  fought  in  particular  circumftances  at  the 

town  of  Nancy,  nor  in  the  immenfe  de- 
"  tail  of  facts  which  have  been  laid  before 

you.  It  is  found  in  the  very  confeffion  of 
"  the  moft  guilty  0f  the  foldiers ;  they  allow* 
"  that  they  were  well  treated  by  their  offi- 
<{  cers,  but  fay  that  they  wanted  to  try  a  li- 

"  berty, 
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"  berty,  the  jufl:  bounds  of  which  they  had 
11  been  made  to  miftake  by  perfidious  infi- 
"  nuations."  He  maintained  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  was  blamelefs,  and  con- 
cluded with  moving  that  the  King  mould  be 
entreated  to  affemble  a  Court-martial  to  try 
this  matter  according  to  the  conftitutional 
forms,  appealing  to  the  fupreme  head  of  the 
army  refpecting  the  fate  of  the  three  regw 
ments  in  garrifon  at  Nancy. 

The  Abbe  Gregoire  feverely  cenfured  the 
laft  fpeaker  for  the  eulogiums  which  he  had 
lavimed  on  the  officers,  and  for  not  having 
remarked  in  the  conduct  of  M.  de  Boidlle  a 
precipitation  which  had  caufed  the  blood  of 
his  fellow-citizens  to  be  fhed.    The  conduct 
of  the  foldiers  was  as  innocent,  in  the  eyes 
of  this  Abbe,  as  that  of  the  officers  appeared 
to  him  reprehenfible.     "  How  could  thefe 
"  brave  foldiers,"  faid  he,  "  but  revolt,  when 
"  their  Swifs  comrades  were  made  to  run 
M  the  gauntlet,  for  having  aiked  for  their 
"  arrears;  when  M.  de  Maljeigne  fpoke  to 
"  the  foldiers  With  the  moft  brutal  barba- 
m  rity  ? — What  could  they  think  of  it? — i 
"  There  was  talk  of  a  counter-revolution — i 
11  The  pure  patriotifm  of  a  refpectable  fo^ 
"  ciety  had  been  denounced — M.  de  Bouille, 

<(  who 
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V  who  was  known  to  have  been  tardy  in 
"  taking  his  civic  oath,  M.  de  BouilU com- 
"  manded  !;" — The  Galleries  applauded  with 
tranfport  the  blame  thrown  on  M.  de  BouilU. 
This  was  repeated  with  the  fame  fuccefs  by 
Louis  de  Noailles.    u  We  mould  perhaps/* 
faid  he,  «  condemn  M.  de  BouilU  for  fuffer- 
ing  the  advanced  guard  of  his  column  to 
approach  too  near  the  poll:  which  guarded 
the  entrance  into  the  city. — M.  de  Mai- 
"  f eigne  appears  to  me  highly  reprehenfible 
for  the  extreme  feverity  of  his  fpeech  to 
the  foldiers,  and  for  his  departure  from 
Nancy.  — I  alfo  think  that  M.  de  la 
Fayette  palled  the  bounds  of  his  autho- 
rity, when  he  invited  the  National  Guards 
of  the  Departments  of  the  Meurthe  and 
of  the  Mofelle  to  obey  your  Decrees." 
This  laft  accufation,  and  the  lively  ap- 
plaufes  which  followed,  was  a  ftrong  proof 
that  the  popularity  of  M.  de  la  Fayette  was 
already  on  the  decline.    This  firft  General 
of  the  Revolution  was  no  longer  the  hero  of 
the  day. 

M.  de  Cazales  fpoke  next,  and  with  the 
flxongeft  force  of  reafoning  refuted  the  opi- 
nion of  the  reporter  and  his  partifans.  "  It 
"  mull  appear,"  faid  he,  "  from  the  whole  of 
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"  the  fads  laid  before  you,  in  the  eyes  of 
il  all  men  whofe  reafon  is  not  entirely  biaffed 
"  by  the  fpirit  of  party,  that  the  fole  crime 
'  *  of  the  Municipality  of  Nancy  was  their 
M  being  feeble  and  timid ;  that  the  conduct 
"  of  the  Officers  was  irreproachable  ;  that  no- 
"  thing  could  excufe  the  crimes  of  the  fol- 
*4  diers,  nor  of  thofe  horrid  men  who  have 
*<  excited,  perhaps  paid  for  an  infurrectidn, 
4i  which,  but  for  the  heroic  firmnefs  of  M. 
Si  de  BouilU"— — At  thefe  words  the  moll 
violent  murmurs  and  cries  from  the  Galleries 
interrupted  the  fpeaker,  but  could  not  inti- 
midate him. — (i  An  infurrec~tion,"  continued 
he,  in  a  tone  ftill  more  elevated,  *'  which, 
m  but  for  the  heroic  firmnefs  of  M.  de 
"  Bouille,  would  have  been  the  commence- 
"  ment  of  a  civil  war,  and  would  have  co- 
"  vered  this  empire  with  murder  and  pil- 
**  lage. — The  reporter  cen hired  M.  de  Noue 
"  for  having  called  the  conduct  of  the  fol- 
t{  diers  villainy  !  And  what  name,  then,  do 
"  foldiers  deferve  who  have  affaiTinated  their 
"  Officers,  and  plundered  the  regimental 
u  cheft? — I  own  that  I  was  fcandalized  at 
"  hearing  the  reporter  endeavour  to  perfuadc 
st  us  that  foldiers  guilty  of  fueh  exceffes, 
"  foldiers  who  made  the  air  echo  with  th 

"  ba(e 
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'  bafe  cry,  Money!  Money!  were  mined 
f  by  patriotifm  !    If  this  be  patriotifm,  the 

*  very  novel  application  of  the  word  explains 
t  to  me  why  in  the  lift  of  patriots  are  to  be 

*  found  the  names  of  all  the  ufurers,  of  all 

*  the  ftock-jobbers  of  Paris,  of  all  thofe 

*  leeches  who,  after  having  fo  long  fucked 
'  the  blood  of  the  people,  now  call  them- 

*  felves  their  defenders  j  why,  too,  we  find 
'  among  them,  and  in  the  firft  rank,  men 

*  who  have  facrificed  the  advantages  which 
their  birth  and  ftation  gave  them  in  the 
world,  to  the  charms  of  fordid  gain,  and 
to  the  precarious' profits  of  a  vile  employ- 
ment. 

"  It  is  propofed  to  you  to  annul  the  pro- 
ceedings commenced  by  the  Bailiwick  of 
Nancy,  in  virtue  of  a  Decree  of  the  Af- 
fembly  fan&ioned  by  the  King.  Strange 
contradiction  ! — To  refufe  to  inftitute  a 
profecution  for  a  public  crime  is  a  denial 
of  juftice,  but  to  annul  it  is  an  acl:  of  def- 
potifm. — All  the  citizens  of  Nancy,  the 
innocent  foldiers  in  the  guilty  regiments, 
each  or  all  of  the  individuals  implicated  by 
a  vague  accufation,  have  a  right  to  fay  to 
us :  4 1  demand  that  the  AlTembly  caufe  juf* 
tice  to  be  done  me,  that  they  grant  me  a  trial. * 

0^2  ,  «  If 
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If  any  one  amongfr.  them  fhould  addrefs 
you  in  this  language,  would  his  honour- 
"  able  demand  be  rejected  ?  Could  it  be  re- 
"  je&ed  ?  Then  I  my felf  make  the  demand 
"  in  the  name  of  the  Officers,  of  the  fol- 
"  diers,  and  of  the  citizens  of  Nancy. 

"  And  at  what  a  time  is  it  propofed  to 
"  you  to  deftroy  the  traces  of  thefe  crimes  ? 
"  — At  a  moment  when  the  anxious  Nation 
"  waits  the  opportunity  of  difcovering  the 
"  true  authors  of  them.  This  opportunity  is 
* c  found  j  thofe  only  are  execrable  men  who 
'*  have  counfelled,  fomented,  and  excited  the 
"  crimes  committed  at   Nancy.     Let  the 
'*  whole  nation  know  and  judge  of  them  by 
"  the  emiiTaries  they  employed.  The  ftrong- 
"  eft  light  mould  be  thrown  upon  this  work 
"  of  darknefs  and  iniquity.    Let  me  be  per- 
"  mitted  to  bring  to  the  recollection  of  the 
"  Bretons  who  fit  in  this  Affembly,  their 
"  juft  indignation  when  the  late  King  caufed 
"  the  proceedings  commenced  againft  the 
4t  Duke  UAiguillon  to  be  ftruck  out  of  the  | 
*'  regifters  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris. — 
Jt  There  was  not  a  good  citizen  who  was 
"  not  deeply  afflicted  to  fee  the  virtuous  La 
il  Chalotais  remain  under  the  flur  of  a  falfe 
"  accufation,  while  the  guilty  D'Aiguilion 

<e  enjoyed 
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'?  enjoyed  his  extortions  in  peace.  The  act 
"  of  authority  this  day  propofed  to  us  is  not 
"  lefs  odious.— Let  the  proceedings  then  be 
"  fmifhed,  and  confine  yourfelves  to  the  fuf- 
"  pending  of  the  execution  of  the  judgment. 

Then  will  I  afcend  this  tribune  to  entreat 
"  the  Affembly  to  carry  to  the  foot  of  the 
"  Throne,  which  alone  has  a  right  to  par- 
"  don'* — New  murmurs,  as  tumultuous  and 
violent  as  the  former,  prevented  the  fpeaker 
from  finifliing  the  fentence.  Nothing  indeed 
could  be  lefs  in  the  fpirit  of  the  Revolution 
than  to  lay  the  Aflembly  at  the  King's  feet, 
nor  lefs  conftitutional  than  to  advance  that  his 
Majefty  alone  had  the  right  to  pardon.  M. 
de  Cazales  continued  notwithstanding  :  "  I 
"  will  entreat  the  AfTembly  to  afk  the  King's 
"  mercy  for  almoft  all  the  criminals ;  1  fay 
"  almoft  all,  for  perhaps  you  will  find  it 
"  difficult  to  pardon  thofe  who  filled  the  city 
M  of  Nancy  with  adventurers  and  vaga- 
"  bonds;  to  pardon  wicked  men  who  raifed 
'*  the  citizens  againft  one  another  j  to  par- 
44  don  the  aflaffins  of  the  hero  of  Nancy,  the 
"  young  Defdles,  whofe  immortal  adion 
«  honours  both  the  age  and  the  Order  to 
"  which  he  belonged." 

It  would  be  difficult  to  give  a  juft  idea  of 

Q.3  the 
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the  tumult  and  clamours  which  arofe  from 
the  Cote-Gauche  at  the  bare  mention  of  the 
word  Order,  and  which  continued  notwiths- 
tanding the  obfervation  made  by  M.  de  Ca~ 
zales,  that  the  exiftence  of  the  Order  of  No- 
bility at  the  time  when  M.  De/llles  was  born 
could  not  be  denied.  He  was  firft  attacked 
by  Barnave,  not  only  for  that  word,  but  for 
what  he  had  faid  concerning  the  Duke 
D'Aiguillon.  He  accufed  him  of  wifhing 
to  rend  the  heart  of  one  of  his  colleagues, 
whole  only  fault  was  his  differing  with  him 
in  principles.  He  reproached  him  for  fuch 
malignity,  fuch  refinement  of  Cruelty,  and 
concluded  with  moving,  that  he  fhould  be 
called  to  order,  and  that  it  fhould  be  inferted 
on  the  Journals  that  it  was  for  rudenefs  to 
his  colleague,  and  for  want  of  refpeel  to 
the  AJfcmbly. 

The  Duke  D'Aiguillon,  whole  filial  piety 
appeared  a  little  tardy,  juftified  himfclf  for 
not  being  the  firft  to  rife  and  folicit  juftice 
for  the  abufe  and  notorious  calumnies  uttered 
againft  the  memory  of  his  father.  But  he 
had  confidered,  he  faid,  how  little  influence 
M.  de  Cazales  and  his  principles  had  over 
the  AfTembly  and  the  Nation.  The  Duke 
D'Aiguillon  thought  the  applaufes  beftowed 

i  on 
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on  this  expreffion  fufficient  revenge  for  him- 
felf  and  his  father's  memory ;  and  according- 
ly defired  that  in  regard  to  what  related  to 
himfelf  perfonally  M.  de  Cazales  might  not 
be  called  to  order.    Alexander  de  Lameth 
took  a  wider  view  of  the  faults,  or  rather 
crimes  of  M.  de  Cazales  :  he  accufed  him 
of  fetting  himfelf  up  as  the  chief  of  a  party  ; 
of  endeavouring  to  revive  diftinctions,  which 
the  AfTembly  had  deftroyed ;  of  attributing 
to  an  order,  to  a  particular  call:,  virtues  that 
belonged  to  all  the  citizens;  of  attempting  to 
raife  a  doubt  whether  an  opinion  friendly  to 
the  Revolution  reigned  in  the  AfTembly ;  and 
above  all,  of  having  dared  to  utter  the  blaf- 
phemy  of — the  time  will  come  when  the 
Nation  will  judge  between  you  and  us ;  as 
if  the  Nation  had  not  already  manifefted  its 
wiflies.    "  I  urge  all  the  Members  of  this 
AfTembly  not  to  confider  lightly  the  deter- 
t(  mination  we  are  about  to  take,  as  it  is 
"  important  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  king- 
"  dom,  and  the  completion  of  the  Revolu- 
11  tion,  that  all  the  world  mould  know  how 
"  much  you  difapprove  the  opinion  of  Mf 
"  de  Cazales.    I  move  that  he  be  called  to 
44  order."    This  motion  was  carried  by  a 
great  majority,  and  the  reafon  for  the  call  to 

CL4  order 
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order  was  entered  in  thefe  terms  :  "for  want 
of  refpett  to  the  conftitutional  laws  of  the 
State  "  It  was  therefore  folely  founded  upon 
the  expreffion  by  which  M.  de  Cazales  had 
aflerted  that  M.  Defdl  es  was  an  honour  to 
the  order  in  which  he  was  born. 

The  Decree  propofed  by  M.  de  Sillery 
relative  to  the  affair  of  Nancy  was  afterwards 
put  to  the  vote,  article  by  article,  and  adopted 
with  fome  amendments.  The  preamble  and 
the  article  relative  to  the  foldiers  of  the  re- 
giment of  Chateau-vieux  were  fuppreffed,  and 
the  revocation  of  the  approbation  which  the 
Affembly  had  given  to  the  former  Munici- 
pality of  Nancy,  and  to  the  Directory  of 
the  Department  of  La  Meurthe,  was  added. 

The  circumflantial  details  into  which  I 
have  entered  concerning  this  affair  appeared 
to  me.neccflary,  to  fhew  the  degree  of  power 
and  audacity  which  the  Jacobin  party  had 
acquired  fince  the  month  of  September  pre- 
ceding. They  did  not  content  themfelves  with 
denouncing  as  counter-revolutionary,  proceed- 
ings which  would  have  unveiled  all  their 
plots,  but  caufed  them  to  be  annulled  by  the 
fame  AiTembly  who,  three  months  before, 
had  unanimoufly  ordered  them ;  and  made 
fhofe  very  members  retract  the  eulogiums  they 

had 
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had  voted  by  acclamation  to  the  Directory  of 
the  department  of  la  Meurthe,  and  to  the  Mu- 
nicipality of  Nancy.  They  had  unanimoufly 
approved  the  conduct  of  M.  de  Bouille,  but  the 
fpeakers  of  the  Cote- Gauche  now  cenfured  it, 
and  were  loudly  applauded :  nor  were  they  lefs 
applauded  when  they  caft  the  ftrange  reproach 
upon  M.  la  Fayette,  of  having  invited  the 
National  Guard  to  obey  the  Decrees.  But 
perhaps  a  ltill  ftronger  proof  of  the  fervile 
and  ftupid  docility  of  the  majority  of  the 
AfTembly  in  refpect  to  the  ruling  Faction,  is 
that  which  refults  from  this  call  to  order  of 
M,  de  CazaUs,  who  was  declared  refractory 
againft  the  constitutional  laws  of  the  State, 
for  having  faid  that  the  heroifm  of  the 
young  Defilles  was  an  honour  to  the  order  in 
which  he  was  born. 

So  much  power  in  fuch  fufpicious  hands 
could  not  but  alarm  all  honeft  men,  and  par- 
ticularly the  Royalifts.  The  young  men  of 
this  laft  defcription,  or  rather  the  mod  in- 
confiderate  of  them,  rinding  themfelves  a 
majority  in  the  parterre  of  the  Opera  two 
days  after  the  Decree  which  had  terminated 
the  affair  of  Nancy,  giddily  feized  that  op- 
portunity of  gaining  a  very  infignificant  ad- 
vantage over  the  Jacobins,  of  which  they 

had 
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had  not  calculated  the  confequences.  The 
Opera  performed  on  that  day  was  Iphigenie 
en  Aulide.     Hardly  was   the  chorus  of 
Chantons,  ce'le'brons  notre  Heine  fmifhed, 
when  applaufes,  bravos,  and  encores  with- 
out number,  called  for  a  repetition  of  it. 
Several  voices  oppofed  it ;  Encore,  encore, 
and  No,  720,  repeated  by  each  party  with 
equal  obftinacy,  fufpended  the  performance, 
when  the  atfor  (Lainez),  who  played  the 
part  of  Achilles,  imprudently  taking  upon 
himfelf  to  decide  the  difpute,  faid  :  Gentle- 
men, I  think  that  every  good  Frenchman 
muji  love  the  King  and  Queen,  and  began 
the  chorus  amid  ft  clapping,  fhoutings,  and 
hnTes.    Scarcely  was  the  chorus  over,  when 
a  crown  of  laurel  was  thrown   from  the 
parterre  to  the  actor.    This  kind  of  defiance 
rekindled  the  fury  of  the  difcontented,  and 
foon  nothing  was  to  be  heard  in  the  Opera- 
Houfe  but  the  moft  violent  invectives  and 
menaces.    At  laft  the  voice  of  the  actors, 
powerfully  fupported  by  the  founds  of  the 
.  inftruments,  gained  the  afcendant,  and  the 
hoarfenefs  of  the  parties  permitted  the  per- 
formance to  be  finifhed.   On  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing the  Opera  of  Jephtha  was  perform- 
ed, and  as  foon  as  Lainez  made  his  appear- 
ance, 
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ance,  the  raoft  bitter  reproaches,  accompanied 
by  furious  cries,  rofe  againfl  him  from  ali 
corners  of  the  parterre,  where  the  Jacobins 
had  not  failed  to  attend  in  great  numbers. 
The  a&or  quitted  the  ftage,  after  having 
waited  in  vain  for  fome  minutes  for  the  end 
of  this  tumult,  of  which  he  was  the  occafion. 
Their  fury  then  turned  againfl  the  women 
and  young  men  in  the  boxes.    They  infulted 
them  in  the  grorTefr.  manner,  and  fome  voices 
even  ordered  them  to  get  out  of  the  houfe. 
Lainez  again  making  his  appearance,  the 
vociferations  and  menaces  were  again  levelled 
againfl:  him.    He  could  not  calm  the  ftorm 
but  by  fubmitting  to  the  humiliation  of  afk- 
ing  pardon  of  the  public,  declaring  himfelf 
a  good  citizen,  and  breaking  and  treading 
under  foot  the  fatal  crown  Which  he  had  re- 
ceived two  days  before.  "  In  going  out  many 
ladies    were   infulted:    mouts  and  threats 
accompanied  to  their  carriages  all  thofe  who 
were  fufpected  to  have  taken  any  part  in  the 
incivic  fcene  of  the  preceding  Friday. 

Thus  the  petty  fuccefs  obtained  for  a  mo- 
ment  by  fome  of  the  Royalifts,  only  ended 
in  reducing  an  unfortunate  linger  to  make  a 
public  and  ignominious  atonement  for  the 

■ 

great 


236  ANNALS  OF  THE  [Due.  1790. 

great  crime  of  having  dared  to  believe  and 
to  fay  that  every  good  Frenchman  muft  love 
the  King  and  Queen. 

Although  the  Jacobins  formed  but  a  very 
fmall  minority  of  the  nation,  their  organization 
into  clubs  throughout  the  kingdom,  which 
gave  them  a  facility  of  combining  their  plans, 
of  concerting  their  meafures,  and  of  pre- 
paring under  all  circumftances  force  and 
means  adequate  to  their  projects,  fecured 
them  an  immenfe  advantage  over  the  Royal- 
ills  ;  who,  though  infinitely  more  numerous, 
were  unconnected,  without  a  rallying  point, 
and  always  taken  unawares.  It  was  as  eafy 
to  have  a  majority  in  the  parterre  of  the  Opera 
as  in  the  galleries  of  the  Hall  of  the  AlTem- 
bly,  in  thofe  of  the  Commune,  of  the  Af- 
femblies  of  the  Sections,  &c.  It  only  re- 
quired to  have  the  will  and  the  power  of  fup- 
plying  the  expences,  and  employing  for  that 
purpofe  intelligent  and  fure  agents.  The  Ja- 
cobins had  the  great  advantage  of  being  able 
to  be  their  own  agents ;  and  an  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  extent  of  their  pecuniary  means, 
when  the  immenfe  fortune  of  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  increafed  it  was  faid  by  the  port- 
folio of  Pinet,  the  Broker,  entirely  difap- 

peared 
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peared  in  the  four  firft  years  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, although  at  that  time  his  known  ex- 
pences  did  not  amount  to  half  his  revenue. 

With  refpect  to  the  portfolio  of  Pinet,  it 
was  faid  to  contain  more  than  forty  millions, 
the  greater  part  of  which  that  ftock-jobber 
had  borrowed  at  an  enormous  intereft,  and 
which  he  turned  to  account  in  a  manner  un- 
known, but  doubtlefs  to  advantage  ;  for  he 
was  never  in  arrear  with  his  creditors.  The 
diforder  and  troubles  which  broke  out  in 
Paris  in  the  month  of  July  1789,  having 
alarmed  him,  he  placed  his  portfolio  in  the 
hands  of  the  Duke  de  Penthievre,  who  had 
the  goodnefs  to  take  the  charge  of  it.  A 
Ihort  time  after,   the  Duke  going  into  the 
country  returned  the  portfolio  to  Pinet,  who 
not  being  yet  recovered  from  his  fears,  un- 
happily confented  to  leave  it  with  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  on  that  Prince  offering  him  to 
lodge  it  fafely  at  his  feat  at  Rincy.  When 
tranquillity  appeared  to  be  re-eftablifhed  in 
the  capital,  Pinet  having  occaiion  for  his 
portfolio,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  invited  him 
to  come  to  Rincy  for  it,  and  appointed  the 
day  when  he  himfelf  would  be  there  to  re- 
turn it.   Pinet  went  on  the  day  appointed  in 

a  public 
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a  public  carriage.    The  Duke  of  Orleans 
returned  him  his  portfolio,  and  lent  him  one 
gf  his  own  carriages,  with  a  poftillion  and  fer- 
vant  in  his  livery,  to  take  him  back  to  Paris. 
He  fet  off  in  the  afternoon  early  enough  to 
arrive  in  town  long  before  fun-fet.    In  fact, 
he  did  arrive  there,  but  robbed  and  mortally 
wounded.    The  Duke  of  Orleans's  people, 
whoxame  with  him,  appeared  before  a  ma- 
giftrate,  and  depofed  that  this  murder  had 
been  committed  by  robbers,  whom  they  faid 
they  had  met.    The  furgeon  who  was  called 
having  examined  Pinefs  wounds,  thinking, 
although  they  were  mortal,  that  fome  life 
might  remain  in  him,    gave   him  every 
afliftance.    Pinet  opened  his  eyes,  repeated 
three  or  four  times,  My  portfolio  !  my  {wrt- 
folio! — The  villains! — and  expired.  This 
robbery,  which  deranged  the  fortunes  of  a 
very  great  number  of  perfons,  was  at  that 
time  imputed  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans ;  but 
there  were  no  proofs  of  it,  and  during  two 
years  every  poffible  means  was  tried  in  vain 
to  procure  them.    At  laft,  about  the  month 
of  October  or  November  1 70 1 ,  fome  of  the 
principal   creditors  difcovered   a  Valet-de- 
Chambre  whom  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had 

difcharged, 
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difcharged,  and  who  was  in  his  fervice  at  the 
time  of  the  death  of  Pinet.  They  applied 
to  him,  and  offered  him  great  rewards  if  he 
would  procure  them  the  proofs  they  wanted. 
After  negotiating  with  him  a  long  while,  they 
concluded  a  bargain  with  him,  and  obtained 
intelligence  for  which  they  paid  enormoully. 
But  to  make  any  ufe  of  them  it  was  neeeffary 
he  mould  confent  to  fwear  to  the  charge  be- 
fore a  magiftrate,  to  which  he  was  extremely 
averfe,  left,  as  he  faid,  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
fhould  caufe  him  to  be  alTaffinated  or  poifon- 
ed.  They  hoped,  however,  by  the  means 
of  money  to  determine  him  to  do  it.  But 
this  man  difappeared  fuddenly,  and  left  no 
trace  of  his  flight.  The  creditors  prefumed 
that  he  had  fold  his  filence  to  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  who  had,  no  doubt,  infifted  on  his 
quitting  the  kingdom.  I  was  informed  of 
thefe  particulars  about  the  beginning  of 
March  1792,  by  one  of  the  creditors,  who 
came  to  alk  me  if,  as  Minifter  of  the  Ma- 
rine, I  could  not  procure  them  the  means  of 
purfuing  and  arrefting  this  Valet-de-Cham- 
bre  in  England.  I  told  him  that  all  I  could 
do  was  to  charge  the  French  Conful  in  Lon- 
don to  inquire  if  the  man  had  arrived  there  ; 

but 
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but  firft  it  was  neceflary  that  he  mould  give 
me  the  name  of  the  man,  an  exact  defcription 
of  his  perfon,  and  the  preeife  date  of  his  dis- 
appearing. I  quitted  the  Miniftry  a  few  days 
after,  without  having  again  feen  the  creditor, 
and  I  heard  no  more  of  this  affair. 


CHAP- 
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'      CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

1 


Violent  Troubles  excited  at  Aix  by  the 
Clubs — Cowardice  of  the  Conjiituted 
Authorities  —  Paf calls,  the  Advocate, 
and  two  other  Perfons,  hanged  by  the 
People  —  Wealmefs  of  the  Meafures 
adopted  by  the  AJJembly — The  Com- 
mittee  of  Inquiry  denounce  a  pretended 
Confpiracy  of  Roy  alifts  formed  at  Lyons 
—Severity  of  the  AJembly— Debates 
concerning  the  Provifionfor  the  Princes 
— Character  of  the  Advocate  Camus — 
The  AJfembly  charge  the  Prefident  to 
wait  on  the  King,  to  be  informed  of  the 
Motives  which  had  retarded  the  Sanc- 
tion of  the  Decree  relative  to  the  Oath 
of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Public  Functionaries 
— The  King's  Anfwer — The  AJfembly 

Vol.  III.  R  not 
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not  fatisfied  with  it,  again  depute  their 
Prefidcnt  to  demand  a  definitive.  An- 
fiver — The  Abbe  Maury  attempting  to 
oppofe  it,  Camus,  by  a  Chicane  of  Form, 
prevents  him  from  entering  on  the  Dif- 
cufion — The  AJJembly  decree  that  the 
Prfident  Jliould  demand  from  the  King 
an  Anfwer  figned — Camus  fubjiitutes 
in  his  Motion  the  Word  Acceptation 
inftead  of  the  Word  Sanclion  —  His 
Majefty's  Anfwer  —  M.  Lambert,  the 
Minifter  of  the  Finances,  retires — 
M.  de  Lejfart,  Minifter  of  the  Home 
Department,  fills  both  thofe  Offices. 

On  the  day  that  the  Jacobin  Club  of  Paris, 
triumphing  in  the  Parterre  at  the  Opera, 
contented  themfelves  with  compelling  the 
imprudent  actor  to  make  an  atonement  on  the 
itage  for  faying,  that  he  thought  that  every 
good  Frenchman  muft  love  the  King  and 
Queen,  the  Jacobin  Club  at  Aix  were  alfo 
difplaying  their  power  againll:  the  Royalifb, 
but  in  a  much  more  fanguinary  manner.  A 
report  had  been  fpread  for  feveral  days  that 
fome  fmall  private  parties,  compofedof  per- 
fons  pointed  out  to  the  people  under  the  dc~ 
1  nomination 
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nomination  of  malecontents  and  enemies 
of  the  Revolution,  had  formed  a  plan  of 
uniting  in  one  fociety  under  the  title  of  The 
Club  of  the  Friends  of  the  King  and. 
Clergy.  It  was  afferted  on  the  1  oth  of  De- 
cember that  this  Club  were  to  wear  the  white 
cockade  on  Sunday  the  12th  of  the  fame 
month  ;  that  it  was  not  yet,  however,  in  ex- 
igence ;  that  thofe  who  propofed  to  eftablifh 
it  were  endeavouring  to  get  fubferibers, 
and  fpared  no  means  of  corruption  to 
Jucceed  in  the  augmentation  of  their 
number  *. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Jacobins  alarmed  at 
the  dangers  announced  in  the  very  title  which 
this  rival  fociety  propofed  to  affume,  united 
on  the  12th  of  December  with  another  Re- 
volutionary Club  eftabliflied  at  Aix  under  the 
name  of  the  Anti-political  Club,  and  fwore 
a-new  to  maintain  the  faith  due  to  their  civic 
oath.  This  alliance  being  thus  formed,  a 
numerous  detachment  compofed  of  the  mem- 
bers of  both  clubs  went  and  flood  before  a 
cofFee-houfe,  where  feveral  Officers  of  the 

*  See  the  letter  from  the  Prefident  of  the  Department 
Des  touches  du  Rhone,  repoited  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Evening  Sittings  of  the  18th  of  December  1790. 

R  2  regiment 
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regiment  de  Lyonnais  were  affembled,  and 
in  company  with  fome  perfons  pointed  out  as 
members  of  the  future  club  of  the  King's 
friends.  The  patriots  fignalifed  their  arrival  at 
the  coffee-houfe  by  hootings  addreffed  to  thofe 
gentlemen,  who  were  at  firft  content  toanfwer 
them  in  the  fame  manner.  But  infults  and 
menaces  foon  fucceeding  to  the  hootings, 
three  or  four  young  Officers  being  exas- 
perated, fell  fword  in  hand  on  the  deputa- 
tion, put  them  to  the  rout,  and  {lightly 
wounded  feveral  patriots/  Thefe,  as  they 
fled,  fired  feveral  piftols,  by  which  however 
no  perfon  was  wounded. 

All  the  Conftituted  Authorities  immedi- 
ately affembled  at  the  Hotel-de-Pille  to  con- 
fult  on  the  meafures  proper  to  be  taken  on 
the  occafion.  Some  of  the  Municipal  Offi- 
cers going  round  the  ttreets  to  endeavour  to 
re-eftablifh  order,  arretted  four  Officers  of 
the  regiment  de  Lyonnai  ,  and  fent  them 
to  the  Hotel- de-Ville.  The  Adminittra- 
tors  of  the  Department  there  affembled 
were  informed  that  other  young  Officers 
had  gone  to  their  quarters,  turned  out  the 
regiment  under  arms,  and  propofed  to  them 
to  go  and  deliver  by  open  force  their 
comrades,  who  had  been  arretted;  and  alfo 
3  that 
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that  the  patriots  armed  were  coming  in 
great  numbers  to  the  Hotel de-Ville  to  de- 
mand juftice.  The  regiment  had  refufed  to 
march  unlefs  required  by  the  Adminiftrators  ; 
io  that  it  only  remained  to  make  the  patriots 
return  peaceably  home,  by  alluring  them  that 
they  mould  have  juftice.  But  how  could 
that  be  done  without  inflicting  punimment 
on  themfelves,  who  were  in  reality  the  ag- 
greftbrs  ?  Therefore  as  nothing  was  deemed 
lefs  patriotic  than  to  take  umbrage  againft  the 
patriots  how  guilty  foever  they  might  be,  the 
Adminiftrators  acted  exactly  contrary  to  what 
they  ought  to  have  done :  they  immediately 
fent  away  the  regiment  de  Lyonnais,  who 
did  not  hefitate  to  obey,  and  in  their  place 
received  400  men  belonging  to  the  Swifs  re- 
giment of  Erneft,  and  400  of  the  National 
Guards,  who  came  from  Marfeilles.  The 
rage  of  the  Jacobins  was  not  yet  fatisfied. 
The  cowardly  condefcenfion  of  the  Admini- 
ftrators was  a  triumph,  but  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  revenge  j  blood  was  what  they  want- 
ed, and  the  populace  promifed  them  they 
mould  have  it.  Several  perfons  pointed  out 
as  fufpected  of  royalifm  were  arrefted,  and 
carried  to  prifon.  In  that  number  was  the 
old  advocate  Pafcalis,  a  lawyer  of  the  fir  ft 

R  3  eminence, 
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eminence,  a  man  of  great  talents  and  virtues, 
and  who  poiTeffed  the  general  efteem  which  he 
had  merited  by  fifty  years  of  honourable  fer- 
vices.    PI  is  revolutionary  crime  was  having 
on  the  27th  of  September,  at  the  bar  of  the 
Parliament,  and  at  the  head  of  the  profdhon 
of  advocates,  pronounced  a  very  energetic 
protefr.  againft  the  Decree  for  fupprefiing  that 
Court,  and  which  was  to  be  put  in  execution 
on  the  30th  of  the  fame  month.    The  Admi- 
niftrators  were  weak  enough  to  confine  this 
venerable  old  man,  and  the  companions  of 
his  misfortune  in  prifon,  under  the  guard  of 
a  detachment  of  the  regiment  of  Erneft  and 
the  National  Guard.    The  day  following,  at 
eight  in  the  morning,  an  immenfe  multitude 
furrounded  the  prifon,  crying  loudly  for  the 
head  of  Pafcalis.    Moft  of  the  Admini- 
fixators  and  feveral  Municipal  Officers  attend- 
ed in  their  fcarfs,  and  endeavoured  to  calm 
the  people,  as  far  as  the  fear  with  which 
they  were  themfelves  feized  would  permit 
them.    But  the  people  feldom  grow  calm  at 
the  defire  of  thofe  who  fear  them  j  they 
would  neither  hear  nor  utter  any  thing  but 
the  cries  of  death.    The  gates  of  the  prifon 
were  forced  open  in  an  inftant.  Pafcalis 
and  two  other  perfons  arretted  the  day  before 

were 
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were  dragged  out,  and  hanged  upon  trees  in 
the  prefence  of  400  men  of  the  regiment  of 
Erneft,  and  400  of  the  National  Guard  of 
Marfeilles,  of  the  National  Guard  of  Aix, 
and  of  all  the  Constituted  Authorities,  who 
appeared  to  have  fent  away  the  regiment  de 
Lyonnais  only  that  this  horrible  crime  might 
be  committed  without  any  obstacle. 
•  When  this  account  was  related  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  they  were,  according  to  their  ufual 
mode,  afflicted  and  provoked,  but  neverthelefs 
contented  themfelves  to  decree,  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  their  Committees  of  Inquiry  and  Re- 
ports, that  the  King  mould  be  entreated  to 
fend  into  the  Department  of  the  Mouths  of 
the  Rhone  a  fufficient  number  of  the  troops  of 
the  line  to  re-eitablifh  the  public  tranquillity; 
and  alfo  to  fend  thither  three  Civil  Com- 
miflioners,  charged  jointly  with  three  mem- 
bers chofen  from  the  Administrative  Body, 
to  call  in  the  public  force.  The  Abbe 
Maury  infifted  in  vain  that  there  fhould  be 
prefixed  to  this  Decree  an  energetic  preamble 
againft  thofe  popular  infurreclions,  againft 
thofe  crimes  which  dishonoured  the  Nation. 
Charles  de  Lameth  strongly  resisted  this 
motion,  and  even  thought  that  the  Decree 
went  too  far.    "  The  people  are  accufed/' 

R  4  faid 
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faid  he:  '*  I  defend  them  :  I  am  far,  however, 
"  from  excufing  them  for  committing  crimes 
"  even  when  provoked.  But  if  we  look  at  thefe 

events  in  their  proper  point  of  view,  we  find 
*'  them  to  be  affairs  originating  in  felf-de- 
"  fence,  in  which  the  people  have  always  the 

advantage. — They  are  provoked  to  violence 
"  — Armed  affemblies  are  held — Our  coun- 
M  try  men  were  irritated  and  haraffed  by  the 
( '  Minifters  whom  we  have  attacked ;  and  this 
"  is  the  people  who  are  accufed  ! — I  call 
"  upon  the  enemies  of  the  people  to  put  an 
"  end  to  the  mourning  with  which  they 
"  cover  the  country. — As  to  the  plan  for  the 
"  Decree,  I  do  not  fee  why  we  fhould  fend 
V  Commiffioners  s  this  is  a  ufeful  meafure, 
-  of  which  we  fhould  not  be  too  prodigal. 
**  The  Adminiftrators  are  not  fufpected,  the 
'«  good  caufe  triumphs !  I  think  there  is  no 
11  occafion  for  a  Decree  on  this  fubjecl,  and 
f*  I  move,  that  the  Prefident  be  charged  to 

write  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  grenadiers 
"  of  the  regiment  de  Lyonnais,  who  have 
"  fet  a  great  example  of  fubmiffion  to  the 
"  laws." 

The  fpeaker  was  interrupted  by  repeated 
applaufes  at  every  fentence  of  this  fpeech, 
which  I  have  reported  very  accurately,  to 

give 
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give  an  exact  idea  of  the  principles  and  na- 
ture of  the  talents  of  this  tender  friend  of  the 
people. 

Immediately  after  the  report  of  this  affair, 
the  Deputy  Voidel  afcended  the  tribune,  and 
announced  the  moft  important  information  of 
a  counter-revolutionary  confpiracy  about  to 
break  out  at  Lyons,  which  was  plotted  at  Nice, 
Turin,  and  Antibes,  and  the  ramifications  of 
which  extended  into  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. "  The  preparations  making  on  our  fron- 
"  tiers,  the  journeys  of  M.  D'Autichamp, 
,  "  the  fecret  arrival  of  a  deceitful  Minifter  at 
"  Turin,  the  fudden  affembling  of  all  the 
f  f  confpirators  j  all  thefe  movements,"  faid 
the  reporter,  "  excited  the  vigilance  of  your 
"  Committee.    At  length  all  is  difcovered." 

But  what  was  the  extent  of  this  great  dis- 
covery, at  which  the  whole  Affembly  was 
tranfported  with  joy  ?  It  had  no  other  bafis 
than  the  bare  declarations  of  four  Lyonnefe 
informers,  who  pretended  that  they  had  pur- 
pofely  enrolled  themfelves  among  the  con- 
fpirators, in  order  to  be  admitted  into  their# 
fecret. 

The  refult  of  their  declarations  was,  that 
three  months  before  a  Count  de  Lyon,  who 
had  a  natural  fon  named  Beaujour,  being 

told 
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told  that  Monet,  one  of  the  informers, 
was  much  in  the  confidence  of  the  work- 
men, propofed  an  interview  with  him  by  this 
fon,  who  had  fpoken  to  him  a  great  deal 
concerning  the  evils  which  the  Revolution 
had  brought  on,  of  the  annihilation  of  com- 
merce, and  fo  forth,  and  who  had  informed 
him  that  an  energetic  plan  was  about  to  be 
put  in  execution  to  ftir  up  the  people  pri- 
vately ;  adding,  that  doubtlefs  this  good 
people  would  never  fufFer  the  eftates  of  the 
Clergy  to  be  fold,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
Counts  do  Lyon, — That  after  thefe  overtures, 
Beaujour  had  carried  Monet  to  two  young 
Officers,  named  Defcarts  and  Terrajj'e,  who 
introduced  him  to  the  Count,  with  whom  he 
had  had  conftant  conferences  during  two 
months  ;  that  one  day  the  Count}  came  to  his 
houfe,  and  faid  to  him,  "  The  befc  means  of 
gaining  the  people  is  to  affemble  as  many 
pcrions  as  poffible  together  in  public-houfes, 
and  for  this  purpofe  to  advance  money  to  the 
landlords,  that  they  may  fell  their  wine 
cheap  ;  that  Monet  having  obferved  to  him 
that  the  landlords  might  entertain  fufpicions, 
he  allowed  the  obfervation  to  be  juft;  but 
added  :  "  Well,  we  muft  be  content  to  men- 
tf  tion  the  Princes,  and  engage  the  people 

"  to 
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14  to  recall  them,  by  announcing  that  when 
"  they  return  they  will  fcatter  abundance  of 
*'  money,  and  caufe  the  duties  of  entry  to 
"  be  diminifhed  j  that  the  King  will  come 
"  and  refide  in  the  townj  that  he  will  find 
'  *  a  means  of  efcaping  from  Paris ;  that  he 
"  will  bring  along  with  him  the  National 
*'  Affembly;  and  that  the  Constitution  will 
"  ftill  be  forwarded.'* — Monet  faid,  that  he 
had  with  thefe  infT.ructions  given  him  feveral 
incendiary  libels,  of  which  he  had  a  ftore, 
and  charged  him  to  dilrribute  them ;  that  he 
had  alfo  difclofed  toliim  his  project  of  cauiing 
JSI.  Guillain  to  be  chofen  Mayor,  and  the 
manoeuvres  he  had  put  in  practice  for  that 
purpofe  in  the  patriotic  clubs,  and  to  gain  the 
prefidents  and  feeretaries  ;  that  M.  1M.  Des- 
cartes and  Terraffe  had  complained  to  him 
f  Monet  J  that  they  were  ill  ferved  at  the 
flotel'de-la-Commune,  although  they  paid 
well  ;  that  they  often  fpoke  to  him  of  the 
confidence  they  repofed  in  M.  de  la  Cha- 
[lelle,  the  Commandant  of  the  place,  whom 
they  always  called  Friend  La  Chapelle. — 
"  At  laft,"  added  the  informer,      M.  Ter- 
M  rajj'e  faid  to  me  one  day  at  his  houfe: 
"  Well,  to-morrow  muft  he  the  day." — 
"  No,  next  Sunday,"  replied  I. — He  regret- 
ted 
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ted  the  delay,  then  laid,  "  The  explofion 
"  muft  take  place  on  Monday  :  I  will  intro- 
"  duce  you  to  the  Count  D'Jrtois;  the 
45  Princes  will  reward  thofe  liberally  who 
"  ferve  them."  "  M.  Defcartes  alfo,"  con- 
tinued Monet y  "  expreffed  much  uneafinefs 
"  at  the  delay  which  I  propofed. — When  we 
"  put  off  matters  from  one  day  to  another/* 
faid  he,  '*  we  are  obliged  to  give  notice  to  a 
"  great  number  of  people.5* 

Berthel,  the  fecond  informer,  declared 
that  he  had  had  feveral  conferences  with 
Guillain  j  that  on  the  27th  of.  November 
Guillain  a  iked  him  what  his  means  were  ? 
Berthel  anfwcred  him,  that  he  knew  about 
thirty  porters  who  might  he  relied  upon  ; 
that  in  all  their  conferences  Guillain  had 
converfed  vvith  him  about  railing  the  people, 
of  per fu ad ing  them  to  demand  a  diminution 
of  the  duty  upon  bread  and  wine,  and  of  pro- 
mifing  him  that  if  the  Princes  were  invited 
to  return,  they  would  lower  the  excife  duties 
of  the  town. 

Charoty  another  informer,  declared  that 
Terrajfe  had  alfo  fpoken  to  him  about  ftir- 
ring  up  the  people,  of  recalling  the  Princes, 
and  had  told  him  that  M.  de  la  Chajielle 
would  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  people  1 

that 
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that  the  duties  of  entry  fhould  be  lowered  on 
the  day  that  the  Princes  arrived ;  that  the 
King  and  the  National  Affembly  were  to 
come  to  Lyons,  which  would  become  the 
capital  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  Paris  would 
be  a'defert. 

Jacob  David,  the  fourth  and  laft  inform* 
er,  declared  that  Terrajfe  had  talked  to  him 
in  the  fame  manner  of  raifing  the  people,  and 
*  of  the  return  of  the  Princes ;  and  that  he  had 
moreover  faid  to  him  :  44  The  people  will 
44  affemble  in  arms  in  the  fquare  before  the 
Hotel-de-Ville  while  a  petition  is  pre- 
"  fented  to  the  Municipality.  The  brave 
*'  La  Chapelle  and  myfelf  will  put  our- 
44  felves  at  their  head.  We  have,  three  thou- 
44  fand  men  to  go  for  the  Princes.  If  three 
"  thoufand  men  are  not  fufficient,  we  have 
44  five,  and,  if  neceffary,  fix  thoufand  :  and 
14  befides,  the  infurredtion  will  break  out  on 
44  the  fame  day  throughout  France.  As 
44  many  women  as  poffible  mufr.  be  brought 
44  to  the  fquare,  and  without  any  fear  of  the 
44  red  flag  :  the  troops  will  not  fire  upon  the 
44  people;  we  are  fure  of  them." 

It  further  appeared  from  their  depofitions, 
that  Monet  had  received  fifty  louis  from  the 
Count  de  Lyon  at  two  different  times ;  Ber- 

thd 
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thel  two  louis  from  Guillain,  and  Charot 
four  louis  from  Terraff'e.  Jacob  David  was 
the  only  one  to  whom  nothing  had  been 
given. 

The  Municipality,  after  having  examined 
the  perfons  mentioned  in  thefe  informations, 
caufed  Def cartes,  TerraJJb,  and  Guillain 
to  be  arrefted,  and  imprifoned  at  Pierre-en- 
Aife,  and  fent  an  account  of  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  of  the  AfTembly. 

This  account,  of  which  I  have  made  an 
accurate  extract,  was  terminated  by  fome  pa- 
triotic phrafes,  and  by  a  plan  for  a  Decree 
for  removing  the  three  prifoners  to  Paris, 
for  requeuing  the  King  to  change  the  Com- 
mandant and  garrifon  of  Lyons,  and  for  en- 
joining every  French  Public  Functionary  re- 
ceiving pennons,  or  any  ftipend  whatever 
from  the  State,  to  return  into  the  kingdom 
within  a  month,  under  pain  of  having  their 
penfions  or  ftipends  fufpended. 

To  Hiew  the  inconfiitency  and  barbarity 
of  the  Decree,  it  was  fufficicnt  to  compare 
it  with  that  which  had  been  adopted  concern- 
ing the  affair  at  Aix,  and  the  Abbe  Maury 
did  not  fail  to  make  the  application.  "  You 
M  heard,"  laid  he,  M  with  horror  at  the  be- 
"  ginning  of  this  Sitting,  the  recital  of  the 

"  moll: 
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"  moil:  atrocious  crimes,  committed  in  the 
"  prefence  of  many  thoufand  witnelTes  in 
"  contempt  of  all  law,  of  your  Conftitu- 
'*  tion,  and  conftituted  authorities  ;  never- 
M  thelefs  none  of  the  guilty  were  arretted. 
"  You  ordered  no  profecution  againft  them  ; 
"  and  now,  upon  bare  fufpicions  of  a  con- 
'«  fpiracy,  as  ridiculous  as  abfurd,  it  is  pro- 
"  xpofed  to  you  to  drag  to  the  prifons  of  the 
M  capital  three  perfons,  againft  whom  there 
"  exitts  no  other  proof  than  unconnected 
"  and  clandeftine  Informations  privately  re- 
"  ceived  by  the  Municipal  Officers,  inftead 
*»  of  being;  taken  before  competent  judges, 
"  and  according  to  the  form  prefcribed  by 
"  the  law.  Three  of  your  fellow-citizens 
"  have  been  j Lift  hanged  by  the  people  for 
M  being  fufpecled  of  incivifm,  of  Royalifm, 
M  or  of  not  approving  the  Revolution,  and 
"  no  punifhment  has  been  infiidted  for  the 
"  crime;  yet,  under  thefe  circumttances,  it 
*•  is  propofed  to  you  to  order  the  fugitives 
"  to  return  to  France.  Is  it  not  afking  them 
"  to  come,  and  allow  themfelves  to  be  alTaf- 
"  finated  ?  Can  you,  in  fa (51,  anfwer  for 
"  their  lives  ?  Which  of  you  will  dare  to 
"  infure  mine  ?" 

The  Abbe  Maiuy  then  difcufled  the  in- 
formations 
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formations  received  by  the  Municipality. 
He  proved  that  they  were  contradictory  in 
fome  points,  and  in  others  falfified  by  the 
fact ;  that  M.  de  la  Chapelle,  who  was 
pointed  out  as  the  perfon  who  was  to  act  the 
principal  character  in  the  confpiracy,  had 
been  judged  free  from  all  blame  by  the  Mu- 
nicipality themfelves,  who  had  not  arretted 
him;  that  it  evidently  followed  from  all 
thefe  impoftures  and  contradictions,  that  if 
the  informers  were  not  great  fcoundrels,  the 
accufed  mutt  be  the  weakeft  of  intriguers. 
He  recalled  to  mind  the  recent  bufinefs  of 
the  Count  de  Lautrec.  The  informers 
againft  him  to  the  Municipality  of  Touloufe 
were  at  leatt  worthy  of  as  much  credit  as 
thofe  from  whom  the  Municipality  of  Lyons 
had  received  thefe  informations,  and  againft 
one  of  whom  a  warrant  had  been  ittued  from 
a  Criminal  Court  ;  yet  the  Affembly  had 
acknowledged  the  innocence  of  M.  de 
Lautrec,  and  the  impofture  of  thofe  who 
had  denounced  him. — "  Thofe  importers," 
faid  he  as  he  concluded,  "  remained  un- 
"  punifhed;  but  that  it  may  not  be  the 
M  cafe  with  thofe  of  Lyons,  I  move  that 
"  if  the  accufed  be  arretted,  and  brought 
"  to  the  prifons  of  the  capital,  their  ac- 

*  "  cufers 
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M  cufers  be  alfo  brought  hither.  By  this 
"  amendment  it  is  not  my  intention  to  con~ 
M  cur  in  the  Decree  proposed  to  you;  but 
M  lince  we  mull  yield  to  a  majority,  I  fay  to 
'*  that  majority,  that  the  example  of  M.  de 
u  Lautrec  ought  to  teach  them  that  all  who 
"  are  accufed  are  not  guilty,  nor  all  who  ac- 
"  cufe  innocent." 

M.  de  Cazales  in  lifted  principally  upon 
the  queftion  of  public  right.  "It  is  not/' 
faid  he,  '*  an  eafy  matter  to  decide  with  pre- 
"  cifion  how  far  the  public  intercft  autho- 
"  rifes  the  Legiflative  Body  to  invade  private 
"  liberty;  for  it  is  evident  that  public  liberty 
«'  is  compofed  of  the  liberty  of  individuals. 
"  Society  has  doubtlefs  a  right  to  impofe 
"  upon  every  agent  whom  they  pay,  condi- 
"  tions  moft  adapted  to  the  public  good; 
"  but  every  fociety  that  has  entirely  changed 
"  its  conftitution,  has  difengaged  every  ci- 
"  tizen  from  thofe  ties  which  bound  him  to 
"  his  country.  In  fuch  a  cafe  every  man 
"  has  a  right  to  fay,  I  do  not  choofe  your 

new  conftitution;  give  me  my  property, 
"  and  I  will  leave  the  country.    A  perfon  is 
"  only  criminal  when  he  violates  the  con-. 
M  Action  to  which  he  has  given  his  con- 

fent.    Recall  to  mind  the  indignation  ex- 

Vol.  III.  $  «  cited 
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"  cited  throughout  France  by  the  confifca- 
"  tion  of  the  property  of  the  religious  fugi- 
"  tives,  who  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  law 
"  which  revoked  the  edict  of  Nantz. — The 
<f  principle  is  this:  every  gift,  falary,  or 
"  penfion  received  from  the  Nation,  carries 
"  with  it  the  obligation  of  fubmitting  to 
"  thofe  terms  which  the  Legifiators  think 
"  fit  ^  but  you  cannot,  without  forgetting 
"  every  principle  of  juftice  and  liberty,  re- 
*'  trench  what  may  have  been  given  in  pur- 
"  chafe  for  any  property  whatever.  It  is 
"  certain,  for  example,  that  the  provifion 
"  made  for  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  is  not  a 
i6  falary  from  the  Nation,  but  a  compenfa- 
* '  tion  in  lieu  of  their  patrimony  ;  for  I  can- 
**  not  fuppofe  it  will  be  maintained  that  ori- 
fl  ginally  they  pofleffed  no  property.  The 
46  provifion  is  only  a  compenfation  for  real 
"  property,  and  in  which  the  bargain  was 
**  by  no  means  made  in  favour  of  the  Princes. 
"  It  (hould  be  placed  under  the  fame  laws  as 
"  private  property.  Befides,  can  any  of  you 
' '  anfwer  this  queftion  t  Are  the  Princes 
11  fafe  in  this  kingdom?" 

Barnaue  obferved  that  the  propofed  Decree 
did  not  in  any  manner  apply  to  the  provifion 
for  the  Princes, but  only  related  to  the  fupprc ff- 
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ing  of  the  ftipends  or  penfions  of  the  fugitives, 
who  did  not  return  to  France  within  the  time 
fixed  ;  and  that  according  to  the  principles 
cftablifhed  by  M.  de  Cazales  himfelf,  the 
meafure  was  as  juft  as  it  was  neceftary. 

M.  de  la  Fayette,  ever  in  purfuit  of  the 
popularity  that  was  flying  from  him,  ma- 
naged to  obtain  fome  applaufe  by  alfo  main- 
taining that  the  propofed  Decree  was  necef- 
fary  and  very  urgent,  to  put  an  end  to  the  dif- 
order  and  alarms  excited  in  the  kingdom  by 
the  projects  of  the  enemies  of  the  Nation,  al- 
though they  were  no  better  known  than  tneir 
political  fyftems;    "and  although,"  added 
he,  "  there  was  nothing  to  fear  for  the  li- 
"  berty  fo  glorioufly  acquired  by  the  Na- 
"  tion,  and  defended  by  three  millions  of 
"  National  Guards  ready  to  face  all  its  op- 
"  ponents."  He  concluded  with  voting  that 
the  Decree  propofed  by  the  Committee  mould 
be  adopted  according  to  the  amendment  or 
explanation  which  Barnave  had  given  to  it; 
and  the  majority  of  the  Aflembly  were  of  the 
fame  opinion  *. 

This 

*  To  remove  the  doubts  and  ridicule  which  the  Abbe 
Maury  had  daft  upon  the  pretended  confpiracy  at  Lyons, 
and  upon  the  alarms  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  Voldel 

-     S  a  '  ■ 


260 


ANNALS 


OF  THE 


[Dec.  179s. 


This  explanation  made  by  Barnave  to  M. 
de  Cazales,  relative  to  the  provifion  for  the 
Princes,  and  innocently  adopted  by  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  was  highly  perfidious,  or  at  leaft 
ventured  on  very  flight  grounds.  Barnave , 
in  fact,  was  not  ignorant  that  the  grants  for 

the 

again  rummaged  among  the  papers  of  this  Committee, 
and  found  two  letters  from  the  Adminiftrators  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Var,  which  he  read  to  the  Aflembly  in 
the  Sitting  of  the  23d  of  December.  They  announced 
that  a  perfon  who  could  be  confided  in  had  written  from 
Nic^e  :  "  that  every  thing  was  going  on  in  a  fair  way  ; 
"  that  the  young  confederates  were  buying  horfes,  and 
"  preparing  to  fet  off  ;  that  thofe  of  Turin  manifefted 
"  the  fame  eagernefs ;  that  a  blue  and  black  bow,  tied 
"  to  the  button-hole  of  the  waiftcoat,  was  the  new  badge 
"  oi  the  confederation,  and  was,  it  was  faid,  the  em- 
"  blem  of  two  high  Powers,  on  whom  they  relied;  that 
"  it  was  to  be  feared  that  they  had  forrie  views,  and  per- 
M  haps  hopes  of  Lyons  ;  that  it  was  certain  that  they  had 
"  correfpondents  in  that  city  ;  that  fome  weeks  before 
u  one  of  the  aiTociates  from  Lyons  had  come  to  Nice, 
"  and  held  conferences  with  the  party  \  and  that  the  Ad- 
"  miniftrators  of  the  Department  of  the  Lower  Alps 
"  were  afraid  that  the  enemies  of  the  Conftitution  mould 
"  feize  the  town  of  Entreveaux,  which  was  the  key  to 
««  the  Department,  and  whofe  fidelity  was  doubtful." 

The  reporter  in  confequence  propofed,  and  it  was  de- 
creed, that  the  King  mould  be  entreated  to  fend  a  fuHi- 
cient  garrifon  to  guard  the  port  of  Entreveaux.  Heaf-. 
terwards  added,  by  way  of  obfervaiion  in  fupport  of  his 

firit 
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the  provifion  of  the  Princes  had  been  annul- 
led by  a  Decree  of  the  13th  of  Augufr.  pre- 
ceding ;  that  the  Princes  were  not  to  pofTefs 
them  beyond  the  ifr.  of  January  1791,  and 
that  after  that  period  each  of  them  fhould  re- 
ceive, as  an  indemnification  or  compenfation, 
an  annuity  of  a  million  of  livres,  payable  out 
of  the  National  Treafury,  befides  an  annual 
allowance,  which  the  Affembly  meant  to 
take  into  con  federation.  The  opinion  of  M. 
de  Cazales  was  therefore  not  foreign  to  the 
queftion,  at  leaft  as  to  the  allowance  to  be 
made  to  the  Princes  who  were  to  be  provided 
for.  This  allowance  was  fixed  at  a  million 
a  year  for  each  of  them  in  the  Sitting  of  the 

firft  report  concerning  the  affair  of  Lyons,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  had  been  inf  ormed  that  a  great  number 
of  the  former  gentlemen  of  Auvergne  had  rode  to  Lyons 
on  the  night  of  the  10th  of  December,  each  of  them 
having  a  led  horfe;  that  when  they  found  the  three 
leaders  of  the  confpiracy  had  been  arretted,  they  rode  off, 
leaving  behind  them  in  the  city  300  horfes  without 
owners. 

The  truth  of  the  fad  is,  that  a  very  well-planned  pro- 
jeft  of  the  Royalifts  was  to  have  taken  place  at  Lyons ; 
but  the  indifcretion  of  fome  agents,  and  the  alarms  the 
King  had  conceived  on  the  occafion,  had  caufed  it  to'be 
given  up  feveral  days  before  the  pitiful  difcoveries  which 
had  fo  much  alarmed  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 


20th 
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20th  of  December ;  that  is  to  fay,  two  days 
after  the  Decree,  that  every  Frenchman  re- 
ceiving any  penfion  or  allowance  whatfoever 
from  the  State,  who  mould  not  be  prefent 
and  refident  in  the  kingdom,  or  who  fhould 
not  take  his  civic  oath  within  a  month, 
fhould  forfeit  his  penfion  or  allowance.  It 
is  more  than  probable  that  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  this  Decree  was  to  deprive  the  emU 
grant  Princes  of  the  million  which  was  to 
be  granted  them.  Little  doubt  could  remain 
'on  this  head,  when  in  the  debate  upon  the 
amount  of  their  allowance  thefe  remarkable 
words,  forced  by  the  power  of  truth  for  the 
firft  time  from  the  brutal  difpofition  of  the 
Deputy  Camus  were  heard  :  "  Is  M.  D'Ar- 
* 1  tois  a  man  to  take  an  oath  in  order  to  have 
"  a  little  more  or  lefs  ?" 

Brutality  was  the  leaft  fault  of  this  old  ad-, 
vocate.  He  was  more  remarked  in  the  Af- 
fembly  by  that  black  ingratitude,  pufhed  even 
to  madnefs,  which  he  constantly  manifefted 
in  regard  to  the  Clergy,  from  whom  he  had 
derived  all  his  fupport,  and  againft  whom  he 
had  always  fome  new  motion  to  muffle*. 

However 

*  Najilloner.-— This  expreflion,  trifling  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, will  not  be  cenfured  by  thofe  who  have  heard  this 

fpeaker* 


\ 
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However  extravagant  or  atrocious  thefe  were, 
they  were  almoft  always  adopted,  becaufe  he 
generally  had  the  precaution  to  propofe  them 
only  when  he  was  lure  of  a  majority.  It 
was  in  this  manner  that  on  the  23d  of  De- 
cember, at  the  opening  of  the  Sitting,  that 
is  to  fay  before  the  AfTembly  was  full,  and 
while  the  principal  Members  of  the  Cote- 
Droit  were  abfent,  it  was,  on  a  motion  of 
Camus's,  unanimoufly  decreed  without  a  de- 
bate, and  with  great  applaufes  from  the  Cott- 
Gauclie  and  the  Galleries,  that  the  President 
mould  go  to  the  King  in  the  courfe  of  the 
morning  to  enquire  the  reafons  for  delaying 
the  fandion  to  the  Decree  of  the  25th  of 
November,  enjoining  all  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Public  Functionaries  to  take  the  oath  to  the 
civil  conftitution  of  the  Clergy,  and  to  en- 
treat his  Majefty  to  fcniElion  the  Decree  with- 
out delay. 

Thefe  two  refolutions  were  evidently  con- 
trary to  the  nature  of  the  right  of  the  fanction, 
which  they  reduced  to  no  more  than  a  forced 

fpeaker.  He  had  jfo  difagreeable  a  manner  of  fpeaking 
through  his  nofe,  that  it  would  have  been  enough  to  have 
given  a  difguft  to  eloquence,  even  if  he  had  poflefled  that 
of  the  Abbe  Maury,  from  which  afluredly  he  was  at  an 
immenfe  diftancc. 

fl  S  4  aft 
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act  of  obedience,  which  the  King  could  not 
even  delay  without  affigning  his  motives. 

The  fame  day,  in  the  Evening  Sitting,  the 
Prefident  reported  the  King's  anfwer,  which 
he  had  received  in  writing,  in  the  following 
terms  : 

"  When  I  received  the  Decree  concerning 
"  the  civil  conftitution  of  the  Clergy,  I 
"  caufed  it  to  be  announced  in  the  National 
<l  ArTembly  that  I  would  take  proper  mea- 
"  fures  to  infure  the  full  and  entire  execution 
"  of  it.  I  have  been  conftantly  occupied 
"  with  the  fubjecl  ever  fince.  The  Decree 
\\  of  the  27th  of  November  being  but  a 
"  confequence  of  that  of  July,  no  doubt  can 
M  remain  concerning  my  intentions  ;  but  it 
1 '  appeared  to  me  to  deferve  the  greatefh  atT 
*'  tention  in  its  execution.  My  refpett  for 
11  Religion,  and  the  duty  incumbent  upon  rrfe 
"  to  eftablifli  the  Conftitution  without  agi- 
'J  tation,  and  without  commotion,  have 
ff  made  me  ufe  redoubled  adivity  in  my 

meafures.  I  look  every  moment  for  its 
"  effe&s,  and  I  hope  that  the  National  Af- 

fembly  will  rely  upon  me  with  the  greater 
"  confidence,  as  by  the  Decrees  I  am  charged 
ii  with  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  as  in 

"  taking 
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"  taking  the  gentleft  and  fureft  means  to 
?'  avoid  whatever  might  dlfturb  the  public 
'?  tranquillity,  I  think  I  fhall  confolidate  the 
"  foundations  of  the  Conftitution  of  the 
kingdom.  I  again  demand  from  the  Af- 
<f  fembly  the  confidence  I  merit  from  them." 

If  the  Affembly  had  been  truly  animated 
with  the  love  of  good,  if  the  moft  furious 
among  the  Factious,  and  their  ftupid  or  mif- 
led  adherents,  had  not  had  the  majority,  how 
mull  they  have  been  delighted  with  an  an- 
fwer  fo  replete  with  candour,  wifdom,  and 
virtue. 

Camus  was  the  firft  to  attack  it.  *f  The 
"  repeated  teftimonies  of  attachment  to  the 
"  Conftitution  in  the  King's  anfwer/*  faid 
he,  "  will  ever  be  grateful  to  us ;  but  he 
"  cannot  refufe  his  acceptance  to  the  confti- 
"  tutional  Decrees.  With  refpecl:  to  thofe 
"  which  are  fimply  matters  of  regulation, 
if  they  fliould  be  either  fandioned  or  refufed 

by  him  within  a  week,  and  if  he  refufes 
"  to  fandtion  them  he  ought  to  ftate  his  mo- 
"  tives.    A  longer  delay  would  endanger. 
"  the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom.  Pru- 
**  deuce  has  for  a  time  prevailed  upon  you 

to  fhut  your  eyes,  but  there  has  been  too 

"  much 
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4 1  much  delay.  Call  to  mind  the  Sittings 
**  of  the  20th  and  23d  of  June,  when  you 
*'  dealt  the  laft  blows  to  the  Royal  defpo- 
*'  tifm.  Recall  your  firmnefs.  All  pal- 
"  liatives  are  exhaufted.  No  other  refource 
"  is  left.  Be  what  you  ought  to  be,  or  re- 
"  nounce  liberty.  I  have  feen  letters  from 
"  feveral  Bifliops,  which  mention  that  they 
'*  wait  the  Pope's  decifion.  Do  you  per- 
M  ceive  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  conduct  ? 
94  Difobediencc  on  the  one  hand,  and  fubmif- 
"  lion  on  the  other  .  .  .  How  can  Frenchmen 
"  think  we  will  fubmit  to  the  veto  of  a 
"  Tranf- Alpine,  of  him  whom  they  call  the 
H  great,  the  fovereign  Pontiff  of  the  Church, 
*'  as  if  it  had  any  other  than  Jesus  Christ, 
"  its  founder/'  &c.  &e. 

The  reft  of  his  fpeech  was  a  differtation  as 
dull  as  indecent  againft  the  Bifhops,  inter- 
mingled with  fome  fentences  of  Janfenifm 
and  hypocrify.  He  concluded  by  moving, 
that  the  Prefident  mould  be  charged  to  wait 
upon  the  King,  to  reprefent  to  him  the  ntimC 
berlefs  inconveniences  which  would  refult 
from  his  deferring  the  acceptance  of  the  De- 
cree of  the  27th  of  November,  and  to  en- 
treat his  Majefty  to  give  a  definitive  anfvver 
the  following  day. 

The 
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The  Abbe  Maury  ran  immediately  to  the 
tribune  demanding  to  be  heard,  and  even  the 
Members  of  the  Cote -Gauche  ftrongly  in- 
rifted  that  he  mould  be  allowed  to  fpeak. 
Camus,  a  little  difconcerted,  and  doubtlefs 
thinking  himfelf  abandoned  by  his  party,  had 
recourfe  to  the  quirk  of  a  pettifogger,  and 
ftarted  a  difficulty  of  form,  to  prevent  the 
Abbe  Maury  from  difcuffing  the  queftion. 
He  aikcd  the  Prefident  if  the  King's -anfwer 
was  figned,  and  if  it  had  the  ftamp  of  le- 
gality  ?  The  Prefident  anfwered  that  he  had 
not  been  commiffioned  to  aik  for  a  figned 
anfwer,  and  that  he  fhould  have  brought 
back  a  verbal  one  if  the  King,  after  having 
read  it,  had  not  given  it  to  him  in  writing. 
It  was  immediately  propofed  to  adjourn  all 
decifion  on  his  Majefty's  anfwer  till  it  had 
been  addreffed,  figned,  and  counter- figned  to 
the  AfTembly,  and  to  charge  the  Prefident 
immediately  to  wait  upon  the  King  to  de- 
mand it  in  that  form,  that  the  refponfibility 
might  never  be  uncertain.  This  motion, 
after  long  debates,  was  adopted  in  fpite  of 
all  the  Abbe  Maury  could  lay  to  prove  that 
the  form  of  the  King's  anfwer  ought  not  to 
fufpend  the  decilion  on  the  queftion. 

It  is  here  neceifary  to  remark,  that  this  De- 
cree 
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cree  of  the  27th  of  November  was  not  a  con- 
ftitutional Decree,  but  (imply  a  Decree  con- 
taining a  law  concerning  the  execution  of  the 
civil  conftitution  of  the  Clergy ;  neither  had 
it  been  prefented  for  the  King's  acceptance, 
which  was  always  a  matter  of  courfe,  but 
for  the  fanction,  which  it  was  underftood  he 
had  the  liberty  of  refufing,  informing  the 
AiTembly  of  his  motives  within  eight  days. 
Camus  himfelf  was  fo  well  convinced  that 
this  Decree  could  not  be  clafted  among  the 
conftitutional  Decrees,  that  in  the  motion 
which  he  made  at  the  opening  of  the  Sitting 
of  the  23d  of  December,  he  only  fpoke  of 
the  delay  of  the  fan  ft  ion,  and  the  Prefident 
was  charged  to  aik  the  motives  why  the  De- 
cree had  not  been  yet  fanftioned,  and  to  en- 
treat his  Majefty  without  delay  to  give  his 
Janftlon  to  the  faid  Decree.  The  King  hav- 
ing ftated  his  motives  in  the  anfwer  which 
the  Prefident  had  reported,  had  fully  com- 
plied with  the  conftitutional  Decree  that  re- 
gulated the  exercife  of  the  right  of  fanction  ; 
for  it  had  not  been  decreed  that  his  Majefty 
mould  fign  his  motives,  and  caufe  them  to 
be  counter-figned  by  a  Secretary  of  State. 

By  acknowledging  and  declaring  as  they 
had  done,  that  refponfibility  was  not  attached 

to 
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to  the  fanction,  it  could  not  be  fubie&ed  to 
forms  required  for  acts  where  the  Minifters 
were  refponfible.  Thus  the  obfervation  made 
by  Camus  on  the  want  of  fignature  in  the 
King's  anfwer  was,  as  I  have  before  obferv- 
ed,  a  mere  quibble ;  but  although  it  pro- 
duced the  effect  he  meant  it  mould,  he  was 
not  fatisfied  with  this  fuccefs.  He  forefaw 
that  the  King  might  return  the  fame  anfwer 
figned  and  counter- figned,  and  that  in  that 
cafe  the  fanction,  and  confequently  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Decree  of  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber, would  remain  fufpended  during  his  Ma- 
jefty's  pleafure.  It  was  neceiTary  to  avoid  this 
new  embarraffment,  and  the  method  he  took 
was  this.  He  no  longer  ufed  in  the  Even- 
ing Sitting  the  words  fanclion,  and  to  fane- 
tion,  which  he  twice  repeated  in  the  motion 
made  in  the  morning.  He  fubftituted  the 
word  acceptance  as  being  much  better  cal- 
culated to  infure  the  prompt  execution  of 
the  Decree ;  for  the  AlTembly  had  attached 
to  that  fingle  word  a  kind  of  magic  powrer 
of  conferring  the  conftitutional  character  to 
every  Decree  whatfoever,  and  they  did  not 
fail  to  employ  it  in  all  Decrees  where  they 
forefaw  the  fanclion  might  be  delayed  or  re- 
fufed.    It  is  true  that  hitherto  they  had  not 

thought 
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thought  proper  to  make  11  fe  of  it  in  Decrees 
which  they  had  already  acknowledged  to 
contain  merely  legal  objects,  by  prefenting 
them  as  fuch  for  the  fanction.    The  obfti- 
nate  animofity  of  Camus  againft  the  Clergy 
fuggefted  to  him  this  grofs  artifice,  which  re- 
duced to  a  fervile  and  mechanical  office  the 
character  already  too  infigniflcant  which  was 
affigned  to  the  King,  in  the  exercife  of  the 
Executive  Power.    Several  Members  of  the 
Cote-Gauche,   who    fpoke  after   Camus , 
dwelt  alfo  on  the  acceptance  of  the  Decree, 
and  fpoke  no  more  of  the  Jantlion.  Bar- 
nave,  in  fupporting  the  opinion  that  an  an- 
fwer  in  legal  form  mould  be  required  of  the 
King,  formally  declared  that  the  queftions, 
whether  the  right  of  the  Constituent  Body 
did  not  extend  to  all  accejjary  acls,  necef- 
J'aryfor  carrying  the  Conftitution  into  ex- 
ecution P  and  whether  thofe  were  acts  which 
required  the  fanction  ?  could  not  be  attended 
with  a  fhadow  of  doubt,  when  the  AfTembly 
mould  think  proper  to  confider  them. 

The  King,  being  informed  by  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Decree  which  had  been  palled, 
determined  to  adhere  to  his  former  anfwer, 
without  any  other  alteration  than  the  addition 
of  his  fignature,  and  that  of  the  Keeper  of 

the 
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the  Seals  ;  but  it  was  more  than  probable  that 
upon  this  anfwer  the  iVfTembly  would  not 
have  hefitated  to  declare  the  Decree  of  the 
27th  of  November  constitutional,  to  demand 
its  acceptance,  and  to  caufe  their  demand  to 
be  fupported  by  fome  popular  commotions, 
which  already  began  to  be  manifefted  under 
the  windows  of  the  Palace,  by  the  motions 
of  the  groups,  and  by  their  vociferations 
againft  the  Queen.  This  was  the  ufual  ma- 
noeuvre of  the  Factious.  Thefe  different 
considerations  determined  the  King  to  accept, 
without  further  delay,  the  Decree  of  the  27th 
of  November,  and  to  declare  it  to  the  Af- 
fembly  by  the  following  letter,  in  which  his 
Majefty  carefully  underlined  the  words  ac- 
cept, and  acceptance. 

"  I  have  accepted  the  Decree  of  the  27th 
"  of  November  laft.     In  yielding  to  the 
tc  wifhes  of  the  National  Affembly,  I  am 
"  happy  to  explain  the  motives  that  induced 
"  me  to  delay  this  acceptance,  and  thofe 
which  determine  me  to  give  it  now.  I 
mall  do  it  openly  and  frankly,  as  becomes 
"  my  character.    This  kind  of  communica- 
"  tion  between  the  National  Affembly  and 
'.<*w|fe%:n        '       '  .,-V  •    '  "  myfelf 
3 
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44  myfelf  ought  to  draw  clofer  the  ties  of 
44  that  mutual  confidence  fo  neceffary  to  the 
44  happinefs  of  France. 

44  I  have  feveral  times  repeated  to  the  Na- 
44  tional  AfTembly  my  invariable  intention 
44  of  fupporting,  by  every  means  in  my 
44  power,  the  Conftitution  which  I  have  ac- 
44  cepted,  and  fworn  to  maintain.  In  delay- 
"  ing  to  make  known  the  acceptance  of  the 
44  Decree,  it  was  the  wifh  of  my  heart  that 
44  the  means  of  feverity  might  be  prevented 
"  by  thofe  of  gentlenefs ;  and  by  giving 
44  time  for  cool  reflection,  I  could  not  but 
44  think  that  the  execution  of  the  Decree 
44  would  have  been  effected  with  a  harmony 
44  which  would  have  been  no  lefs  agreeable  to 
44  the  National  AlTembly  than  to  myfelf. 

44  I  hoped  that  thefe  motives  of  prudence 
44  would  be  generally  felt;  but  fince  doubts 
44  have  arifen  concerning  my  intentions, 
44  which  the  known  candour  of  my  charac- 
*4  ter  fhould  remove,  my,  confidence  in  the 
44  National  AlTembly  urges  me  to  accept  the 
44  Decree. 

44  I  once  more  repeat,  that  the  f  11  reft  and 
44  moft  proper  means  of  calming  agitations, 
44  and  of  conquering  all  refiftance,  is  the 

s<  reciprocity 
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"  reciprocity  of  this  confidence  between 
"  the  National  Affembly  and  myfelf;  it 
"  is  neceffary;  I  deferve  it ;  I  depend 
"  upon  it. 

(Signed)        «  LOUIS. 
And  lower  down,  «'  Duport  duTertre." 

The  Cote-Gauche  triumphant,  warmly 
applauded  their  victory  for  feveral  minutes  ; 
and  the  Galleries  enraptured,  without  well 
knowing  why,  broke  into  the  moft  noify 
joy.  The  fame  fcene  was  renewed  the  fol- 
lowing day  when  the  oath  was  taken  by  fixty 
Priefts,  or  Monks,  all  Members  of  the  Af- 
fembly, and  all  convinced  that  it  would  be 
doing  injuftice  to  the  Legiflative  Body  to 
fufped  them  of  intending  to  encroach  upon 
the  Church.  "  The  very  title  of  the  civil 
"  conftitution  of  the  Clergy,"  faid  the  Abbe 
Gregoire,  ".fufficiently  evinces  the  intention 
"  of  the  Affembly.  In  the  face  of  France, 
"  and  of  the  univerfe,  they  have  folemnly 
"  manifefted  their  profound  refpect  for  Re- 
"  ligion.  It  was  never  their  defign  to  make 
"  the  flighted  attack  upon  the  doctrines,  the 
"  hierarchy,  and  fpiritual  authority  of  the 
"  head  of  the  Church.    They  acknowledge 

Vol.  III.  T  »  thefe 
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*'  thefe  objects  to  be  out  of  their  jurifdic- 
"  tion/'  &c.  &c.  This  revolutionary  de- 
moniac was  not  only  an  impudent  liar,  but 
alfo,  in  other  refpects,  one  of  the  mod  worth- 
lefs  fellows  in  the  AlTembly. 

Mirabcau  attended  none  of  the  late  Sit- 
tings. He  had  informed  the  AfTembly  by 
the  Prelident,  on  the  2 2d  of  December, 
that  he  meant  to  be  abfent  for  a  month. 
This  unexpected  abfence,  at  fo  critical  a 
moment,  equally  aftonifhed  all  parties,  and 
occasioned  much  converfation  and  many 
conjectures.  No  one  could  guefs  at  the 
motives  which  actuated  Mirabcau  to  leave 
to  others  the  honour  or  the  popularity  of 
aiming  the  .laft  blows  at  the  Clergy,  of 
whom  he  had  hitherto  been  one  of  the 
moll:  violent  antagonifts.  The  myftery  will 
be  cleared  up  in  the  following  chapters,  and 
I  mall,  conclude  this  by  obferving  that,  at 
the  fame  period  in  which,  the  AiTembly  com- 
pleted the  total  fpoliation  of  the  molt,  re- 
sectable minilters  of  Religion,  by  imposing 
upon  them,  under  pain  of  deprivation  of 
their  benefices,  an  oath  which  they  were 
fure  they  would  ni  ver  take,  they  were  em- 
ployed in  regulating  the  mode  of  restoring 

the  t 
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the  confifcated  property  of  fugitive  Pro- 
teftants  to  their  children  and  reprefenta- 
tives.  The  revenue  of  this  property  in  the 
year  1790  amounted  to  110,000  livres,  as 
appears  by  the  Decree  of  the  9th  of  De- 
cember 1790.  If  there  is  a  time  for  illegal 
confifcation,  the  day  of  legal  reftitution  mull 
alfo  arrive,  and  the  laft  hour  of  a  Govern- 
ment, whofe  bafis  and  fole  fupport  depend 
upon  fucceffive  and  continual  confifcation, 
cannot  be  far  off.  It  is  a  monfter  that  de- 
vours itfelf. 

The  month  of  December  1790,  was  alfo 
the  period  of  the  retreat  of  M.  Lambert, 
the  Comptroller- General,  a  Magiftrate  as 
eftimable  on  account  of  his  knowledge  as 
of  his  virtues.  He  had  fucceeded  M.  Necker 
in  the  department  of  the  Finances,  or  rather 
in  fueh  insignificant  and  trifling  portions  of 
that  department, ,  as  the  Affembly  had  not 
abforbed  :  for  they  had  fo  completely  con- 
centrated in  their  Committees  all  the  branch- 
es of  the  Adminiftration,  that  the  Comp- 
troller-General had  lefs  power,  bufinefs,  and 
influence,  than  formerly  fell  to  the  fhare  of 
his  head  clerks  :  and  M.  de  Leffart,  who 
fucceeded  M.  Lambert  in  a  month  after  his 

T  %  appoint- 


276 


ANNALS  OF  THE         [Dec. '1790. 


appointment  *,  united  to  the  department  of 
the  Finances  that  of  Minifter  of  the  Inte- 
rior, become  vacant  by  the  refignation  of 
M,  de  St.  Prieft. 


*  The  2,5th  of  January  79U 


CHAIV 
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CHAPTER  XXXV, 


A  great  Majority  of  the  Deputies  of  the 
Clergy  refufe  to  take  the  new  Oath — i 
Fruitlefs  Attempts  to  intimidate  them — 
Decree  relative  to  fupplying  the  Vacan- 
cies occafioned  in  Ecclefiqftical  Prefer- 
ments by  the  Deprivation  of  fitch  Dig- 
nitaries and  Incumbents  as  had  refufed, 
or  Jhould  refufe,  to  take  the  Oath — A 

fublime  Idea  expreffed  by  M.  de  Mont- 
laufier — Extraordinary  Addrefs  com- 
posed by  Mirabeau  rejected — The  Af- 

fembly  embarraffed — Denunciation  of  a 
new  Club  eftabli/hed  under  the  Title  ef 
Friends  of  the  Monarchical  Conftitution 
— Mi  Malouet  undertakes  its  Defence — 
The  Mob  furround  the  Houfe  of  M.  de 
Clermont-Tonnere,  who  was  a  Member 
of  the  Club— Alarm  occqfwned  by  the 

T  3  Prepa- 
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Preparations  made  by  Foreign  Powers 
— Meafures  adopted  by  the  Afjembly  re- 
lative to  the  Army,  and  the  Appoint- 
ment of  Ambaffadors — Mirabeau  Pre- 
Jident—-The  Prof effors  and  Majiers  of 
the  TJniverfity  of  Paris  appear  at  the 
Bar  of  the  Afjembly ',  and  take  the  new 
Oath. 

Religion  -gained  the  pureft  triumph,  and 
its  faithful  Minifters  were  covered  with  glory 
on  the  day  when  the  Affembly,  impatient  to 
enforce  the  Decree  of  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber, attempted  to  compel  the  Prelates  and 
Parochial  Clergy  among  them  to  take  the 
oath  ordained. 

In  the  Sitting  of  the  2d  of  January,  the 
Bifhop  of  Clermont  afcended  the  tribune 
with  the  intention  of  propofing  the  form  of 
an  oath  qualified  with  reft  notions,  which  the 
AfTembly  could  not  have  rejected  without 
evidently  betraying  a  defign  to  put  an  end  to 
all  fpiritual  authority.  As  they  did  not  yet 
dare  to  avow  this  plan,  the  Bimop  of  Cler- 
mont was  not  furTered  to  unmalk  it.  He 
had  fcarcely  therefore  articulated  a  word, 
when  Treilhard,  the  Advocate,  interrupted 
him,  and  moved  that  he  fhould  be  called 

2  upon 
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upon  to  declare,  in  the  firft  place,  whether 
he  meant  or  not  to  take  the  oath  pure  and 
unqualified.  This  motion  was  put  to  the 
vote  and  carried,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
monftrances  made  by  the  Bifhop,  and  by 
feveral  Members  of  the  Cote -Droit.  The 
Prefident  then  called  upon  the  Bifhop  of 
Clermont  to  declare,  whether  he  meant  or 
not  to  take  the  oath  pure  and  unqualified  ? 

To  fpeak  explicitly,"  replied  he,  "  and 
**  as  becomes  my  character,  I  declare  I  do 
"  not  think  that  I  can  confeientioufly  take" — 
He  was  prevented  from  flnifhing  his  fentenc-e 
by  feveral  Members  calling  for  the  order  of 
the  day,  which  was  adopted. 

The  oath  which  the  Bifhop  of  Clermont 
would  have  taken  was  conceived  in  thefe 
terms : 

"  I  fwear  to  watch  with  care  over  the 
"  faithful,  whofe  cond u dt  has  been,  or  may 
"  be,  entrufted  to  me  by  the  Church  :  to  be 
"  true  to  the  Nation,  to  the  Law,  and  to  the 
"  King;  and  to  maintain  with  all  my  power, 
"  in  all  that  relates  to  political  order,  the 
"  Conftitution  decreed  by  the  National  Af- 
and  accepted  by  the  King,  with 
4<  the  exprefs  exception  of  thofe  matters 

T  4  <*  which 
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"  which  depend  particularly  upon  the  au- 
"  thority  of  the  Church." 

The  very  next  day  this  oath  was  printed, 
and  copies  of  it  were  difperfed  through  the 
capital,  under  the  following  title  :  The  Civic 
Oath,  propofed  by  the  Bijhop  of  Clermont 
on  Sunday,  the  2d  of  January  l/Qi, 
adopted  by  a  great  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Clergy,  and  which  the  Na- 
tional AJfembly  refufed  to  hear.  In  fe- 
veral  copies  of  it  even  the  word  pronounced 
was  fubflituted  in  the  title  in  the  place  of 
that  of  propofed. 

This  edition  was  denounced  on  the  fame 
day  to  the  ArTembly,  and  produced  violent 
debates.  The  Bifhop  of  Clermont  declared 
that  in  the  edition  printed  from  his  own 
copy  the  word  was  Jiropofed }  that  he 
thought  himfelf  the  more  entitled  to  ufe  that 
expreffion,  as  he  had  in  fact  propofed  in  the 
AlTembly  to  take  the  oath  there  printed  ;  and 
that  after  their  refufal  to  hear  him,  he  had 
put  it  upon  the  table.  "  An  oath,"  added  he, 
"  may  be  required  of  any  perfon  before  his 
V  admittance  into  an  office,  becauie  he  is 
"  then  at  liberty  either  to  accept  or  refufe  it ; 
"  but  no  man  in  office  ouj^ht  to  be  called 

"  upon 
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"  upon  to  take  a  new  oath  which  he  thinks 
M  repugnant  to  his  confcience.  Mine  may 
"  poffibly  deceive  me;  but  according  to  its 
M  didates,  I  can  take  no  other  oath  than  that 
"  which  I  have  caufed  to  be  printed ;  and 
"  if  that  be  not  accepted  ,  I  declare  that  as  I 
ft  have  neither  refigned,  nor  wifh  to  refign, 
"  I  mail  not  confider  myfelf  as  deprived." 

Barnave  obferved  that  it  was  inconfiftent 
with  the  dignity  of  the  AfTembly  to  enter 
into  this  difcuflion,  and  moved  that  they 
fhould  limply  declare  to  fuch  of  their  Mem- 
bers as  were  ecclefiaftical  public  Function- 
aries that  the  time  which  was  granted  them 
for  taking  the  oath  would  expire  at  one 
o'clock  on  the  next  day. 

M.  de  Cazales  urged  in  vain  all  that  wif- 
dom  and  juftice  could  dictate  again  ft  the  pro- 
pofition  j  the  adjournment  which  he  pro- 
pofed  was  rejected,  and  Barnave's  motion 
adopted. 

Every  revolutionary  fcheme,  all  the  means 
of  terror  had  been  employed  to  infure  the 
fuccefs  of  the  Sitting  of  the  4th  of  January. 
The  Decree  of  the  27th  of  November  had 
been  altered,  and  a  forged  fentence  intro- 
duced into  the  preamble,  which  declared 
thofe  Ecckfiaftics  who  would  not  take  the 

appointed 
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appointed  oath  difturbers  of  the  public  tran- 
quillity. This  Decree,  thus  falfified,  was 
fhick  up  at  every  quarter  of  the  town  by 
order  of  the  Municipality  early  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  2d  of  January.  It  was  read 
by  the  workmen  of  the  Fauxbourgs,  and  by 
thofe  who  had  nothing  to  do  on  that  day,  and 
had  been  difcufTed  in  every  public-houfe : 
the  mob-orators  treated  the  fubject  according 
to  their  ftyle  at  the  Palais-Royal,  and  with- 
out difficulty  convinced  their  numerous  hear- 
ers how  important  it  was  to  fupport  the  ex- 
ecution of  it. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Sitting,  a  tumultuous  and  threat- 
ening mob  filled  the  galleries,  and  crouded 
all  the  avenues  to  the  Hall.  In  the  interval 
previous  to  the  time  fixed  by  the  Decree 
that  had  been  paffed  the  day  before,  the 
Affembly  relumed  the  debate  upon  which 
they  had  entered  refpecling  the  organiza- 
tion of  jury s  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  and 
it  lafted  till  two  o'clock.  The  Abbe  Gre-> 
goire,  who  had  undertaken  to  convince  and 
quiet  the  conferences  of  the  Clergy,  then 
afcended  the  tribune,  and  in  the  moil  canting 
tone  advanced  fome  aflertions  which  would 
in  facl;  have  obviated  feveral  fcruples,  if  the 

Affembly, 


Jan.  1791.]      FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  283 

AfTembly,  after  warmly  applauding  them, 
had  not  refufed  to  avow  them  formally  by  a 
Decree.  "  It  is  only  neceffary,"  faid  he,  «*  to 
*(  underftand  one  another;  we  all  think 
'*■  alike.  It  is  certain  that  the  Affembly 
£<  never  intended  to  encroach  on  fpiritual 
"  affairs.  It  is  certain  that  thefe  are  out  of 
1 '  their  province  ;  nobody  will  contradict  this 
"  aiTertion.    The  Affembly  have  formally 

declared  the  principle,  they  have  ever  ac- 
"  knowledged  it,  they  have  ever  applauded 
'/  thofe  who  have  profeffed  it.  They  do  not 
"  judge  men's  confciences,  or  even  require 
'f.  an  inward  alfent ;  all  they  mean  is,  that 
*'  we  mould  fwcar  obedience  and  fidelity  to 
"  the  law.  My  opinion  therefore  is,  that 
"  the  oath  required  need  not  alarm  our  con- 
"  fciences.  Bound  as  I  am  by  a  fraternal 
"  union  to  my  brethren  the  Priefts,  and  by 
"  a  moil  inviolable  refpect  to  our  venerable- 
•*  fuperiors  the  Bifhops,  I  beg  that  they  will 
'*  accept  my  explanation,  and  if  I  knew  any 
"  mode  more  fraternal  or  more  refpeclful  of 
"  inviting  them  to  admit  it,  I  would  make 
"  ufe  of  it." 

Mirabeau,  who  had  declared  on  the  22d 
of  December,  that  he  mould  abfent  himfelf  a 
month  from  the  AiTembly,  neverthelefs  ap- 
peared 
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peared  at  this  Sitting,  and  obferved  that  the 
do&rine  laid  down  by  the  Abbe  Gregoire 
required  to  be  expreffed  more  clearly  and 
iimply  ;  that  the  AiTembly  had  no  right  to 
force  any  peifon  to  take  an  oath ;  that  their 
powers  were  limited  to  declaring  the  refufal 
of  an  oath  incompatible  with  particular  func- 
tions, and  to  confidering  fuch  a  refufal  as  a 
refignation.    He  then  inveighed  in  the  moft 
forcible  manner  againft  the  unconstitutional 
and  atrocious"  advertifement,  which  declared 
the  Ecckfiaftics-  who  would  not  take  the  oath 
difhirbers  of  the  public  tranquillity.    "  The 
"  AfTembly  ,-M   fa  id  he,   ft>  never  did,  and 
W  never  can  permit  fuch  an  advertifement. — 
•J  Thofe  only  are  guilty,  and  difturbers  of 
"  public  tranquillity,  who,  having  fworn 
"  fubmiffion  to  the  law,  do  not  obey  it;  or 
"  who,  refuting  to  take  the  oath,  perfirt  in 
"  the  exercife  of  their  functions.    It  is  by 
"  a  ftrange  miftake,  then,  that  thefe  papers 
'%  mould  have  been  ftuck  up.    The  juftice 
"  of   the   country   mould   fee  reparation 
"  made." 

M.  Bailly,  the  chief  of  the  Municipality, 
againft  whom  thefe  reproaches  were  levelled, 
anfwered,  that  being  equally  ftruck  with  the 
mi  (lake,  he  had  fent  to  the  Keeper  of  the 

Seals 
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Seals'  to  afk  an  explanation  of  it ;  who 
thought  that  it  had  been  committed  in  the 
office  to  which  the  Decrees  are  referred,  and 
who  had  been  extremely  hurt  at  it ;  that  the 
Minifter  had  immediately  corrected  the  copy 
of  the  Decree ;  that  a  lecond  impreffion  had 
been  ftruck  off,  and  was  already  parted  every 
where  over  the  former 

This  explanation,  however,  did  not  pre- 
vent M.  Malouet  from  infifting  ftrongly  on 
the  neceffity  of  difcovering  and  punifhing 
the  authors  of  fo  ferious  a  piece  of  treachery. 

Barnave,  impatient  to  fee  the  Decree 
which  he  had  urged  the  day  before  exe- 
cuted, did  not  oppofe  any  of  his  arguments ; 
but  moved  that  before  the  difcuflion  of  any 
other  fubject  was  entered  upon,  the  Prefident 
fhould  call  upon  the  Ecclefiaftical  Functiona- 
ries, who  held  a  feat  in  the  AlTembly,  to 
take  the  oath  conformably  to  the  Decree;  and 
that  he  fhould  afterwards  wait  upon  the 
King,  to  pray  his  Majefty  to  order  elections, 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  Conftitution, 
for  filling  up  the  Bifhoprics  and  benefices 
vacant  on  default  of  taking  the  oath. 

This  motion  was  followed  by  debates  on 
the  queftion,  whether  the  explanation  given 
by  the  Abbe  Gregoire  fhould  be  inferted  or 

not 
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not  on  the  Journals  ?  as  bad  been  propofed 
by  Camus,  who  afterwards  withdrew  his 
motion.  The  Abbe  Maury  and  M.  De* 
prefmenil  repeatedly  defired  to  fpeak,  but 
they  were  conftantly  refufed.  All  the  amend- 
ments were  rejected,  and  Barnave's  motion 
decreed.  The  President  in  confequence  acted 
as  the  Decree  prefcribed ;  and  informed  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Members  that  they  were  held 
bound  to  anfwer  to  the  call  of  names  which 
was  going  to  be  made. 

The  dead  filence  that  followed,  and  which 
lafted  for  fome  minutes,  was  interrupted  by 
the  howlings  of  the  brigands  who  furround-  - 
ed  the  Hall.  The  cries  of — To  the  lantern  ! 
Away  with  the  Nonjurors,  to  the  lantern  ! 
were  distinctly  heard.  The  Members  of  the 
Cote-Droit,  tranfported  with  indignation, 
called  upon  the  Prefident  to  put  an  end  to 
this  tumult.  He  had  already  given  orders  to 
that  effect,  and  M,  Baillv,  it  was  faid,  had 
gone  to  enforce  them  with  the  gentle  influ- 
ence of  his  popularity.  But  the  influence  cf 
the  Mayor  was  not  more  efficacious  than  the 
authority  of  the  Prefident,  and  it  was  amidff. 
the  fanguinary  clamours  of  the  populace  that 
the  call  of  names  began ;  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Members,  who  bad  not  as  yet  taken  the  oath, 

being 
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being  addreffed  alphabetically.    The  Bilhop 
of  Agen  was  named  the  firft,  and  defired  to 
fpeak.    "  No  fpeaking,"  cried  out  feveral 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche-,  "  will  you 
"  take  the  oath  or  not  V*  This  violent  fura- 
mons  being  fupported  out  of  doors  by  re- 
doubled vociferations,   feveral  Members  of 
the  Cotc-Droit  again  remonftrated  to  the 
Prefident  :  fome  of  them  declared  that  the 
Aflembly  were  not  free,  and  protefted  in  the 
name  of  their  conftituents.    The  Bifhop  of 
Agen  at  length  obtained  a  hearing.  This 
was  the  firft  time  that  he  had  fpoken  in  this 
Aflembly,  and  his  words  will  be  immortal. 
I  feel  no  regret,"  laid  he,  <e  for  the  lofs 
of  my  preferment ;  I  feel  no  regret  for  my 
fortune,  but  I  fhould  regret  the  lofs  of 
your  efteem,  which  I  am  determined  to 
deferve.    I  beg  you  then  to  believe  that  I 
feel  great  pain  at  not  being  able  to  take  the 
oath  you  require." 
This  declaration,  as  bold  as  it  was  edify- 
ing, was  received  with  repeated  applaufes  by 
the  Members  of  the  Cote-Droit,  but  heard 
with  rage  by  thofe  of  the  Cote-Gauche. 

The  perfon  next  called,  after  the  Bifhop  of 
Agen,  was  a  Parifh  Prieft  of  his  diocefe,  M. 
lournes,  of  Puymarin.    *  I  will  anfwer 
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44  you,"  faid  he,  "  with  the  limplicity  of  the 
"  primitive  Chriftians,  to  which  you  wifh 
"  to  bring  us  back,  that  I  glory  in  following 
"  my  Bifhop,  as  Saint  Laurence  did  his 
"  paftor." 

M.  Le  Clerc,  a  clergyman  of  the  Diocefe 
of  Cambray,  being  the  third  called  upon, 
had  fcarcely  pronounced  the  words — "  I  am 
"  a  member  of  the  Apoftolical  Catholic 
"  Church,"  than  he  was  interrupted  by  the 
moll:  violent  murmurs.  "  The  fummons  to 
"  take  the  oath,5'  obferved  Roederer,  "  ad- 
'*  mits  no  other  anfwer  than  that  of  taking, 
*'  or  of  refufing  to  take  it."  This  obferva- 
tion  being  fupported  with  violence  by  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  the  Pre- 
lident  declared  that  conformably  to  the  De- 
cree the  Ecclenaftics,  as  they  were  called 
upon,  mould  anfwer  fimply,  "  I  fwear,"  or 
"  I  refufe."  f*  This,"  exclaimed  M.  de 
Foucault,  "is  tyranny  indeed:  the  very  Em- 
"  perors  who  perfecuted  the  martyrs  fuffered 
"  them  to  pronounce  the  name  of  God,  and 
'*  to  utter  the  teirimonies  of  their  fidelity  to 
"  Religion." 

It  was  but  too  probable  that  the  fury  of 
the  Jacobins,  thus  defeated  in  their  attempt, 
would  proceed  to  the  greateft  excefles,  and 

that 
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that  the  lilt  of  this  call  of  names  would  be- 
come a  real  lift  of  profcription.   This  appre* 
henfion  fuggefted  the  following  motion  to  M. 
de  Bonnai :  ' '  I  have  not  the  honour/*  faid  he, 
"  of  be  ing  an  Ecclefiaftic,  but  flill  I  think 
"  it  my  duty  to  obferve  that  this  call,  which 
11  is  begun,  has  not  been  decreed  by  the 
"  AJJembly,  and  that  this  mode,  fo  unnecef- 
"  farily  adopted  by  the  Prefident,  may  be  at- 
"  tended  with  the  moft  ferious  confequences. 
"  You  know  that  a  forgery  has  been  com- 
"  mitted  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Decree; 
"  and  you  have  been  told  that  this  miftake 
"  was  corrected :  it  was  however  too  late, 
"  and  not  completely  done.   I  have  this  very 
day  feen  fimilar  proclamations  ftuck  up, 
M  that  have  excited  fevere  cenfures  in  the 
"  minds  of  the  ill-difpofed,  which  would 
"  expofe  the  Clergy  who  do  not  take  the 
"  oath  to  the  moft  imminent  danger,  if  their 
"  names  were  made  known  to  the  multitude. 
"  Several  oaths  have  been  individually  taken, 
M  and  the  names  of  the  Ecclefiaftics  who 
confented  to  it  have  been  entered  on  the 
Journals.    It  only  then  remains  to  fum- 
"  mon  colleftively  to  the  tribune  all  public 
"  Ecdefiaftical  Functionaries,  who  are  Mem- 
"  bers  of  the  AlTembly.    This  mode  will 
Vol.  Iir.  U  "  not 
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H  not  be  attended  with  the  danger  of  the 
' '  call  of  names.  The  names  of  thofe  who 
.*'  lhall  take  the  oath  may  be  inferted  on  the 
"  Journals,  and  they  whofe  names  mall  not 
"  be  found  there  may  be  confidered  as  incur- 
"  ring  deprivation. n 

The  Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche  did 
not  oppofe  this  motion.  They  faw  that  al- 
though its  object  was  to  prevent  horrible 
malTacres,  its  effect  would  be  to  render  the 
triumph  of  religion  lefs  folemn,  and  the  de- 
feat of  the  Jacobins  lefs  humiliating.  The 
Prefident,  therefore,  perfifted  no  longer  in 
the  call  of  names,  but  addreffing  the  public 
Ecclefiaftical  Functionaries,  he  called  upon 
them  collectively  to  afcend  the  tribune,  A 
Curate,  of  the  name  of  Landrin,  was  the 
only  one  who  dared  to  take  the  oath  con- 
formably to  the  Decree.  Two  more  offered 
to  take  it  with  the  reflrictions  propofed  by 
the  Bifhop  of  Clermont,  but  were  refufed, 
A'  third  declaring  that  he  was  ready  to  fwear 
in  conformity  to  the  fentiment  of  the  AfTem- 
bly,  who  had  declared  they  did  not  mean  to 
encroach  upon  fpiritual  concerns,  the  Pre- 
fident anfvvered  him,  that  the  Affembly  had 
in  fact  decreed  that  in  no  circumflances  what- 
ever did  they  mearr  to  controul  fpiritual  af- 
2  fairs ; 
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fairs  4  tin  anfwer  which  the  Members  of  th« 
Cote-Gauche,  yielding  to  the  firft  impulfe, 
applauded,  not  fufpecling  the  advantage 
which  M.  de  Cazales  would  draw  from  it. 
"  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Prefident,"  faid  he, 
"  to  fpeak  the  will  of  the  Affembly  :.  I  afk 
M  if  that  be  really  its  will,  and  I  move  that 
"  they  declare  it  pofitively,"  The  Prefident 
embarraffed,  made  no  reply,  and  there  was 
a  dead  filence  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  M. 
de  Cazales  repeated  his  motion,  but  it  was 
rejected  by  fhouts  of,  1 1  To  the  Order  of  the 
"  Day  !  to  the  Order  of  the  Day  !"  Thefe 
fhouts  were  an  appeal  to  religious  heroifm, 
and  the  BifTiop  of  Poitiers  afcended  the  tri- 
bune :  "Gentlemen,"  faid  he,  "I  am  fe- 
"  venty  years  old,  and  have  palled  thirty- 
M  five  in  the  Epifcopacy,  in  which  I  have 
*'  done  my  belt,  to  difcharge  my  duty. 
"  Weighed  down  as  I  now  am  with  years 
"  and  infirmities,  I  will  not  difhonour  my 
"  old  age.    I  cannot  take  an  oath  againft 

**  my  confcience"  "  Say  yes,   or  no/* 

cried  the  demoniacs  of  the  Cote-Gauche. 
*'  I  prefer  living  in  poverty,  and  will  take 
"  my  fate  in  the  fpirit  of  penitence." 

The  animated  applaufes,  and  the  no  lefs 
honourable  murmurs  which  this  declaration 

U  2  excited, 


2<>2  ANNALS  OF  THE  [Jan.  179*. 

excited,  were  followed  by  an  interval  of 
filence  of  which  M.  de  Cazales  took  advan- 
tage to  requeft  again  that  the  Affembly  would 
declare  formally  by  a  Decree,  either  that  k 
wsfs  not  their  intention  to  controul  fpiritual 
affairs,  or  that  they  would  adopt  the  re- 
rtriction  propofed  by  the  Bifhop  of  CZer- 
mont,  which  tended  exactly  to  the  fame  end. 

Mirabeau  obferved,  that  the  queftion  con- 
cerning fpirituality  had  no  object,  and  in  no 
refpect  obviated  the  difficulty,  which  entirely 
confifted  in  determining  what  the  diffenting 
Members  called  fpiritual,  and  what  the  Af- 
fembly  called  temporal.  M.  de  Cazales 
perfifled,  but  without  fuccefs.  The  Abbe 
Maury  afcended  the  tribune,  but  the  AlTem- 
bly  decided  that  he  fhould  not  be  heard.  At 
length  the  Prefident,  for  the  laft  time,  called 
upon  the  public  Ecclefiaftical  Fundionaries 
to  take  the  oath  conformably  to  the  Decree. 

The  Affembly  waited  in  vain  for  fome  mi- 
nutes the  effect  of  this  definitive  call.  No 
one  prefented  himfelf ;  no  Bimop,  no  Prieft 
fpoke,  and  all  heard  with  a  ferenity  above 
prail'e  the  Decree  pronounced  which  was  to 
complete  their  deprivation. 

It  had  been  fettled  by  a  Decree  of  the  24th 
of  Auguft  1790,   that  no  perfon  could  be 
1  /  elected 
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elected  to  a  Bifhopric  unlefs  he  had  previoufly 
difcharged,  for  fifteen  years  at  leaft,  the 
functions  of  an  Ecclefiaftical  Minifter  in  the 
Diocefes,  &c.  and  that  to  be  eligible  to  a 
benefice  it  was  alfo  necelTary  to  have  ex- 
ercifed  the  duties  of  an  EcclefiafKc  for  a  given 
time  within  the  rounds  of  the  diftrict.  The 
execution  of  this  Decree  was  incompatible 
with  the  replacing  of  all  the  Bifhops  of 
France  except  three  *,  and  many  thoufands 
of  Parifli  Priefts  and  Curates  fuddenly,  and  at 
once.  But  this  obltacle  was  removed  by  an- 
other Decree  of  the  AfTembly  (on  the  7th  of 
January),  which  ordained,  ift,  that  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  vacancies  of  Bishopries  during 
the  year  1791,  every  French  Prieft,  actually 
an  incumbent,  or  who  had  acted  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  public  Functionary  for  the  term  of 
five  years,  fhould  be  eligible  in  any  of  the 
Departments ;  2dly,  that  with  refpect  to  the 
vacancies  of  parifli  churches  during  the  fame 
year,  every  Frenchman  who  had  been  a  Prieft 
for  the  fpace  of  five  years  fhould  alfo  be  eli- 

#  The  Archbifhop  of  Sens,  the  Riihcp  of  Orleans,  and 
the  Bifhop  of  Autun.  The  letter  which  the  Bifhop  of 
Autun  addrefled  to  the  Clergy  of  his  Diocefe,  to  engage 
them  to  follow  his  example,  was  publifhed  in  all  the  Re~ 
vlutionary  Journals.— See  Appendix,  No?  xii. 
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gible  in  all  the  Departments.  The  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Committee  was  charged  at  the  fame 
time  to  prefent  to  the  Affembly,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  a  plan  of  information  refpecting  the 
civil  conftitution  of  the  Clergy,  to  be  fent  to 
the  Directories  of  the  Departments,  with  an 
order  to  publifli  it  throughout  their  juris- 
diction, for  the  purpofe  of  intruding  the 
people,  and  of  preventing  the  alarms  which 
fome  men  might  fpread  on  the  fate  of  Re- 
ligion. 

M.  de  Montlqfier  propofed,  with  an  air 
^of  pleafantry,  that  Rabaud  de  St.  Etienne 
and  Barnave,  both  of  whom  were  Pro- 
tellants,  mould  be  added  to  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Committee,  to  draw  up  this  plan  of  infor- 
mation. But  foon  altering  his  tone,  *'  I  do 
"  not  think,"  faid  he,  * 1  that  the  Bifhops 
"  can  be  forced  to  quit  their  Sees.  If  they 
"  are  driven  from  their  epifcopal  palaces, 
*'  they  will  retire  to  the  huts  of  the  cot- 
"  tagers,  who  have  fed  upon  their  bounty. 
"  If  golden  crolfes  be  taken  from  them,  they 
*'  will  find  wooden  crolfes ;  it  was  a  wooden 
"  one  that  faved  the  world." 

Mirabeau,  who  was  the  author  of  this 
Decree,  had  alfo  drawn  up  a  plan  of  inftruc- 
tion,   or  addrefs,    which  the  Ecclefiaftical 

Committee 
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Committee  adopted  on  his  recommendation, 
and  which  he  read  in  the  Sitting  of  the  14th 
of  January.    The  reading  of  it,  fometimes 
interrupted  by  the  murmurs  of  the  Cote- 
Droit,  and  much  oftener  by  the  applaufes 
of  the  Cote -Gauche,  lafted  more  than  an 
hour*.     This  paper  is  the  more  remark- 
able, as  to  thofe  who  were  ignorant  of  the 
purpofe  for  which  it  was  compofed,  it  exhi- 
bited a  very  extraordinary  medley  of  eloquence 
and  quackery,  of  impiety  and  hypocrify,  of 
impofture  and  truth.     But  when  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Mirabeau  at  that  period,  his  fecret 
views,  and  the  abfolute  neceffity  he  was  under 
of  acquiring  great  popularity  to  attain  his 
objecl:,  are  underftood;  when  it  is  known 
that  his  plan  was  to  draw  up  this  paper,  fo 
as  to  produce  an  cffedt  equally  contrary  to 
the  expectation  of  thofe  whofe  enthufiafm  it 
was  intended  to  rouze,  and  to  the  apprehen- 
fions  of  thofe  whom  it  was  meant -to  irritate, 
it  will  be  impoiTible  to  perufe  this  perform- 
ance without  finding  in  it  the  ability,  pro- 
found art,  and  fuperior  talents  of  its  author. 
It  depended  on  a  trifle  to  have  made  the  whole 
Aflembly  the  dupes  of  it,  and  to  have  caufed 

*  appendix,  No.  xiii. 

U  4  it 


2g6  ANNALS  OF  THE  [Jan.  1791. 

it  to  have  been  as  enthufiaftically  adopted  by 
them  as  it  had  been  by  the  Ecclefiaflical 
Committee.  In  fact,  from  the  beginning  of 
it  to  the  end,  it  excited  the  livelier!:  applaufes 
from  the  Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche, 
while  it  raifed  the  moft  indignant  murmurs 
among  the  Cote-Droit.  Camus  alone,  lefs 
fufceptible  of  enthufiafm  than  the  other 
Members  of  his  party,  felt  himfelf  fhocked 
at  the  glaring  panages,  and  at  fome  exaggera- 
tions puttied  perhaps  too  far.  "  It  is  impof- 
"  fible  to  hear  this,"  he  exclaimed  with  in- 
dignation; "  it  contains  abominations  that 
H  cannot  coolly  be  heard  :  I  move  that  it  be 
"  adjourned,  and  fent  back  to  the  Ecelenaf- 

tical  Committee,  and  that  the  Sitting 
4t  mould  now  terminate."  The  effect  which 
this  addrefs  had  upon  Camus  was  a  plain  in- 
dication of  that  which  it  would  have  pro- 
duced through  the  kingdom  upon  all  the  Ca- 
tholics fincerely  attached  to  Religion. 

After  a  few  moments  of  tumult  and  agita- 
tion, Regnaud  de  St.  Jean  d'Angely  ob- 
ferved,  in  j unification  of  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Committee,  "  that  it  was  poffible  that  fmce 
"  the  firft  reading  of  the  addrefs  *  before 
<«  them,  fome  changes  might  have  been 
"  made  in  it  by  the  author."  Mirabeau  en- 
raged, 
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raged,  replied:  "  It  is  falfe.  I  declare  li- 
cf  terally  that  rlnce  its  fecond  and  third  read- 
"  ing  before  the  Committee,  I  have  not 
changed  a  word,  not  a  comma  in  my  adr 
drefs ;  and  for  my  own  perfonal  juftifica- 
tion,  I  demand  that  the  prefent  form  of 
this  addrefs  be  verified :  it  muft  be  known. 
There  is  not  a  line,  not  an  expreffion  in  it, 
for  which  I  am  not  ready  to  anfwer  with 
my  life,  and  with  my  honour."  He  then 
laid  it  upon  the  table,  and  it  was  figned  and 
counter-figned  by  the  fecretaries-;  but  this  did 
not  prevent  the  motion  of  Camus  from  being 
adopted,  fupported  as  it  was  by  all  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Cote-Droit,  and  by  feveral  of 
thofe  of  the  Cote-Gauche. 

The  new  addrefs  was  prefented  in  the  Sit- 
ting of  the  21ft  of  January,  in  the  name  of 
the  Ecclefiaftical  Committee,  and  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  Alienation,  Reports,  and  Inquiry, 
who  had  united  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing 
it  up.  The  principles  difplayed  and  acknow- 
ledged in  it  were  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe 
propofed  by  the  Clergy.  "  The  reprefenta- 
f  fives  of  the  French  people,"  it  faid, 
"  ftrongly  attached  to  the  religion  of  their 
"  forefathers,  and  to  the  Catholic  Church, 

M  of 


98  ANXAL8  OF  THE         [Jan.  i7Qi, 

of  which  the  Pofie  was  the  vifible  head 
on  earth,  had  placed  in  the  firft  rank  of 
the  expences  of  the  State  thofe  attending 
the  maintenance  of  its  minifters  and  of  its 
worfhip.  They  had  refpected  its  tenets 
and  fecured  the  perpetuity  of  its  inftruc- 
tion.  Convinced  that  its  doctrine  and  the 
Catholic  faith  had  their  foundation  in  an 
authority  fuperior  to  that  of  man,  they 
knew  that  it  was  out  of  their  power  to 
reach  it,  or  to  controul  that  authority 
which  was  wholly  fpiritual  :  they  knew 
that  God  himfelf  had  eftablifhed  it,  and 
that  he  had  confided  it  to  the  care  of  paf- 
tors,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  take  the  charge 
of  fouls,  to  procure  them  thofe  fuccours 
which  Religion  fecure  to  men,  to  perpe- 
tuate the  fucceffion  of  its  minifters,  and 
to  enlighten  and  direct  the  confcience  of 
their  fellow-creatures.  But  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  National  Affembly  were  pe- 
netrated with  thefe  fublime  truths,  to 
which  they  paid  every  homage  whenever 
they  were  mentioned  in  their  Sittings,  yet 
the  Constitution  for  which  the  People  had 
called,  required  the  promulgation  of  new 
laws  with  refpect  to  the  civil  organiza- 
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"  tion  of  the  Clergy,  and  it  became  necef- 
M  fary  to  fix  its  exterior  relations  with  the 
*>*  political  order  of  the  State." 

But  it  was  not  fufficient  to  write  down 
thefe  truths,  or  to  acknowledge  that  none  of 
the  objects  which  related  to  the  authoriy  of 
the  Church,  were  in  the  cognizance  of  the 
AiTembly;  the  bufmefs  was  to  prove  that 
the  civil  conftitution  of  the  Clergy  did  not 
encroach  on  the  fpiritual  power,  as  every  re- 
fufal  to  take  the  oath  was  founded  upon  this 
objection.  The  new  addrefs  anfwered  this 
only  with  fubtilities  and  fophifms  evidently 
infincere.  This  was  what  the  Abbe  Maury 
never  ceafed  repeating  and  demonftrating, 
but  he  was  interrupted  at  every  fentence,  and 
an  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  his  fpeak- 
ing  upon  the  pretence  that  he  calumniated 
the  AfTembly,  and  that  inftead  of  giving  his 
opinion  on  the  addrefs  itfelf,  he  difcufled  the 
civil  conftitution  of  the  Clergy.  When  the 
Abbe  Maury  attempted  to  refute  thefe  ab- 
furdities,  a  loud  beat  of  drums  near  the  Hall 
reduced  him  to  filence ;  the  addrefs  was  then 
put  to  the  vote  and  adopted. 

In  the  following  Sittings  thefe  debates 
were  renewed,  on  the  meafures  propofed  by 
the  Committees  to  accelerate  the  execution  of 

the 
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the  Decrees  relative  to  the  taking  of  the  oath, 
and  to  the  replacing  of  thofe  who  fhould  re- 
fufe  it.  The  warmth  and  precipitation  of  the 
AiTembly  on  this  occafion  involved  them  in 
many  contradictions,  and  fometimes  reduced 
them  to  the  neceflity  of  revoking  Decrees 
they  had  palled  only  the  day  before,  and 
which  were  incompatible  with  thofe  already 
fanctioned.  For  inftance,  the  Decree  of  the 
27th  of  November,  fixed  the  time  for  tak- 
ing the  oath  by  the  Ecclefiaftics  out  of  the 
kingdom,  at  two  months  ;  that  of  the  1 8th 
of  December  relative  to  the  Public  Function- 
aries travelling  or  employed  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, allowed  them  but  one  month  to  take 
their  civic  oath,  but  it  made  no  mention  of 
thetriinifters  of  divine  worfhip,  and  yet  the 
AiTembly  decreed  on  the  26th  of  January, 
that  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  granted 
by  the  decree  of  the  1 8th  of  December,  the 
proceeding  mould  be  carried  into  effect  for  re- 
placing the  public Ecclefiaftical  Functionaries, 
who  fhould  not  be  prefent  and  refiding  in 
the  kingdom,  and  who  Ihould  not  have  taken 
their  civic  oath. 

In  this  Sitting  M  de  Cazales  infilted  with 
more  energy  than  ever  on  the  necelTity  of 
fulpending  the  execution  of  theDccree  of  the 

27th 
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27th  of  November.    He  forefaw  and  ftated 
all  its  confequences,  and  the  event  has  but 
too  well  juftified  his  predictions.    "  Would 
"  to  Heaven,"  faid  he,  "  that  thefe  walls 
"  could  expand  and  hold  every  individual  of 
M  the  Nation  aflembled.     The  people  of 
"  France  would  hear  us,  they  would  judge 
"  between, you  and  me.    I  tell  you  that  a 
r  fchifm  is  preparing ;  I  tell  you  that  the 
*'  whole  body  of  theBifhops  of  France,  and 
"  that  the  great  majority  of  the  inferior 
"  Clergy  believe  that  the  principles  of  Reli- 
f*  gion  forbid  them  to  obey  your  Decrees, 
"  that  this  conviction  grows  flronger  from 
?'  contradiction,  and  that  thofe  principles 
F  are  of  an  order  fuperior  to  your  laws  ;  that 
"  expelling  the  Bifhops  from  their  fees,  and 
"  the  Priefts  from  their  parimes  in  order  to 
'<  overcome  this  refinance,  is  not  the  way  to 
"  overcome  it ;  you  will  be  but  at  the  com- 
"  mencement  of  the  courfe  of  perfecution 
"  that  opens  before  you.    Do  you  imagine 
V  that  the  Bifhops  expelled  from  their  fees 
"  will  not  excommunicate  thofe  who  fhall 
be  put  in  their  places?   Do  you  think 
"  that  a  great  part  of  the  faithful  will  not 
"  remain  attached  to  their  former  pallors, 
"  and  to  the  eternal  precepts  of  the  Church  ? 

Tiien 
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"  Then  comes  fchifm ;  religious  difputes 
"  commence;  then  will  the  people  doubt 
11  the  validity  of  the  facraments,  and  dread 
"  to  fee  flying  from  them  that  fublime  Re- 
"  ligion,  which  taking  man  up  from  his 
"  cradle  and  accompanying  him  to  his. 
m  grave,  offers  him  the  heft  confolation  hi 
««  all  the  trials  of  life:  then  will  the  vic- 
*t  tims  of  the  Revolution  be  multiplied,  and 
**  the  Kingdom  be  divided.  You  will  fee 
«'  Catholics  wandering  over  the  furface  of 
«'  the  Empire,  following  their  perfecuted 
"  Minifters  into  caverns  and  deferts.  You 
"  will  fee  them  in  every  part  of  the  King- 
"  dom  reduced  to  that  Hate  of  mifery  and 
"  perfecution  into  which  the  Huguenots 
"  were  plunged  by  the  revocation  of  the 
44  Edict  of  Nantz.  If  you  would  be  fenfi- 
"  ble  of  the  incalculable  evils  you  will 
«'  bring  upon  your  Country,  or  if  you 
"  wifhed  to  fhow  your  affeclion  for  the 
<*  Nation,  you  would  take  time,  you  would 
t{  wait  for  the  approbation  of  the  Church  of 
**  France.  The  queftion  that  divides  us  is 
"  a  vile  queftion  of  form  and  pride.  Why 
"  mould  you  fear  to  fay  that  you  have  been 
"  miftaken,  when  the  execution  of  the  civil 
"  conflitution  of  the  Clergy  may  be  the 
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confequence   of  the  acknowledgement? 
Why  mould  you  refufe  to  give  up  a  De- 
cree, when  you  fee  that  obftinately  per- 
illing will  be  your  deftrudion,  and  that 
**  the  Church  of  France  has  mown  you  the 
error  into  which  you  have  fallen  ?  From 
the  murmurs  that  rife,  I  perceive  that  I 
am  obliged  to  declare  in  my  own  name, 
and  in  that  of  my  colleagues,  that  we  will 
not  take  any  part  in  this  determination,  that 
we  will  never  abandon,  but  ever  acknow- 
ledge for  our  worthy  paftors  thofe  whom 
the  Church  has  acknowledged." 
The  Decree  of  the  26th  of  January  had 
been  propofed  the  day  before,  during  the 
Evening  Sitting,  immediately  after  a  Report 
had  been  made  on  the  oath  taken,  with  re- 
ftriaions  by  a  Clergyman  of  the  diocefe  of 
Amiens ;  and  it  was  on  that  occafion  that 
Barnave  violently  denounced  a  club  which 
had  juft  been  formed,  under  the  title  of 
Friends  of  the  Monarchical  Confutation. 
Among  its  founders  there  were  feveral  of  the 
Members  of  the  Affembly,  and  particularly 
thofe,  who  having  vainly  attempted  to  form 
a  third  party  in  the  Affembly  under  the  title 
of  Independents,  had  drawn  upon  themfelves 
the  cenfure  of  the  other  two,  and  chiefly 

that 
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that  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  againft  whofe  mo- 
tions they  always  contended.  Of  this  num- 
ber were  M.  de  Clermont-Tonnerre  and  M. 
Malouet.  The  title  of  this  new  club,  the 
members  who  formed  it,  and  the  acts  of  public 
beneficence  by  which  it  foon  began  to  render 
itfelf  popular,  greatly  alarmed  the  Jacobins. 
"  It  is  time,"  exclaimed  Barnave  in  his  de- 
nunciation, "  it  is  time  to  fave  the  State  from 
"  the  calamities  to  which  its  enemies  would 
"  deliver  it,  and  from  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
"  wrar  to  which  they  would  certainly  con-- 
"  duel  it.  While  fome,  regretting  impious 
*f  abufes,  fupport  their  credit  with  the  facred 
(t  name  of  Religion,  another  feci:  is  riling. 
"  They  are  votaries  of  the  Monarchical 
*'*  Conftitution,  and  under  that  ^Egis,  cun- 
"  ningly  contrived,  the  Factious  are  endea- 
"  vouring  to  divide  us,  and  to  draw  the 
M  citizens  into  their  fnares  by  giving  them 
"  poifoned  bread.  Tiie  moment  is  not  yet 
"  ripe  for  opening  to  you  the  fchemes  of 
"  this  artful,  perfidious,  and  factious  aflbci- 
"  ation  ;  but  no  doubt  the  Magistrates  ap- 
"  pointed  to  watch  over  the  public  tranquil- 
M  lity  have  taken  proper  precautions  on  the 
"  occauon ;  no  doubt  the  Committee  of  In- 
"  quiry  will  foon  lay  an  information  before 

"  the 
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u  the  Affembly  of  thefe  anti-revolutionary 
proceedings  ;  of  thefe  diftributions  of 
bread  at  half  price,  deftined  to  fpread  con- 
fufion  among  the  People  :  no  doubt  they 
will  denounce  by  name  thofe  who  are  not 
tl  afraid  to  mew  themfelves  the  heads  of 
this  Faction  ;  but  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  mention  thefe  circumftances  to  you, 
becaufe  it  appeared  evident  to  me  that 
fuch  audacity,  fuch  barefaced  manoeuvres 
"  in  the  face  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  a 
City  which  always  defended  it  and  ever 
will  defend  it,  had  a  fupport  and  relied 
their  hopes  on  the  commotions  and  refin- 
ance intended  to  be  produced  by  means  of 
"  the  Clergy's  refufing  to  take  the  oath." 

He  thought,  that  in  order  to  diminifli  the 
number  of  thofe  who  might  refufe,  it  would 
be  proper  to  begin,  not  with  rigour  againll: 
the  inferior  Clergy  whofe  intereft  attached 
them  to  the  new  order  of  things,  but  with 
the  deprivation  of  all  the  Bifhops  from  one 
end  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  other,  and  thofe 
who  were  members  of  the  AiTembly  mould  be 
held  to.  be  already  fuperfeded .  Thefe  declama- 
tions which  were  applauded  with  rapture  by  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  mocked  thofe 
of  the  Cotc'-Droit.  In  the  midft  of  the  tumult 
Vol.  III.  x  occafioned 
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occafioned  by  the  conflict  of  applaufes  and 
murmurs,  M.  Malouet  feveral  times  attempted 
to  refute  the  charges  brought  agairift  the  club 
of  the  Friends  of  theMonarchical  Confutation. 
He  infifted  that  Barncwe  fhould  lay  his  de- 
nunciation upon  the  table,  that  the  AiTembly 
fhould  appoint  a1  Court  for  the  trial  of  the 
accufed,  and  he  denounced  the  club  of 
the  Jacobins  and  their  manoeuvres  as  the 
caufe  of  all  diforder ;  but  he  could  obtain 
no  attention,  and  was  interrupted  at  every 
word  by  the  clamours  of  the  Cote-Gauche, 
and  by  the  vociferations  of  the  galleries. 
The  tumult  became  fo  violent,  that  the  Prefi- 
dent,  to  flop  it,  put  the  Decree  propofed  rela- 
tive to  the  affair  at  Amiens  to  the  vote,  and 
broke  up  the  Sitting. 

With  refpect  to  the  Decree  of  the  26th  of 
January,  as  it  regarded  the  public  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Functionaries  abfent  from  the  Kins.- 
dom,  it  was  repealed  the  next  day ;  and  that 
of  the  27th  of  November,  which  granted  a 
delay  of  two  months  for  taking  the  oath, 
was  adhered  to.  Mirabeau  even  propofed 
to  include  in  this  arrangement  all  the  pub- 
lic Eccleflaftical  Functionaries,  whether  pre- 
fent  or  abfent.  "  An  arrangement/'  faid  he, 
"  that  will  be  both  prudent  and  mild ;  for 
3  "  mild 
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"  mild  it  will  be  to  treat  the  public  func- 
"  tionaries  who  continue  refractory  to  the 
"  Law,  as  if  they  were  abfent." 

The  denunciation  of  the  club  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Monarchical  Conftitution  was 
only  a  manifeflo  of  the  Jacobins.    They  al- 
lowed only  an  interval  of  fix-and-thirty  hours 
between  this  declaration  of  war  and  the  com- 
mencement of  hoftilities.    On  the  27th  of 
January,  the  houfe  of  M.  de  Clermont-Ton- 
nerre  was  befet  by  the  People.    This  fedi- 
tious  riot  was  denounced  to  the  AfTembly  by 
M.  Malouet ;  who,  not  without  many  ur- 
gent entreaties,  prevailed  upon  the  Prefident 
to  fend  immediate  advice  of  it  to  the  Muni- 
cipality.   M.  Bailly  repaired  to  the  fpot, 
and  by  his  prefence  and  exhortations,  and 
particularly  by  the  afliftance  of  a  detachment 
of  the  National  Guard,  faved  M.  de  Cler- 
monl-Tonnerre's  houfe  from  being  plun- 
dered, and  perhaps  from  being  burnt.  M. 
de   Clermont  arrived  himfelf  before  the 
crowd  was  difperfed,  and  as  foon  as  he  was 
perceived  ten  or  twelve  voices  cried  out  To 
the  lantern/    Happily  however  for  him 
this  cry  was  not  fupported  by  the  majority, 
which  was  owing  to  the  affurances  given  by 
AT.  Bailly  of  the  purity  of  the  intentions  of 
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the  club  of  the  Friends  of  the  Monarchical 
Conftitution  *. 

This  petty  war  againfr.  clubs  or  affocia- 
tions  of  Royalifts,  requiring  only  fome  popu- 
lar mobs,  and  ending  in  the  pillage  or  burn- 
ing of  fome  houfes,  and  from  time  to  time 
in  the  aiTaffination  of  an  Ariftocrat,  was  no 
doubt  unworthy  the  attention  of  the  Na- 
tional Reprefentation ;  therefore  this  por- 
tion of  the  revolutionary  department  was 
entirely  left  to  the  Jacobins.  An  objecT:  of 
greater  importance  at  that  time  occupied 
the  ArTembly.  Alarms  had  been  fpread  and 
became  almoft  general  refpecting  the  fafety 
of  the  State  from  abroad.  They  were  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  uneafinefs  exprefled  by  feve- 
ral  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  the  prepara- 
tions which  they  feemed  to  be  making,  the 
perfevering  remon (trances  of  the  Members 
of  the  German  Empire  who,  had  pofTef- 
flons  in  Alface,  and  by  the  movements  of 
the  French  Emigrants.  The  Military  and 
Diplomatic  Committees,  and  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  who  were  charged  to  examine  and 
propofe  meafures  beft  adapted  to  remove  the 

*  On  the  28th  of  March  following  the  People  went 
in  a  crowd  to  the  Monarchical  Club,  and  difperfed  its 
members  by  pelting  them  with  (tones. 

fears 
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fears  of  the  Nation,  and  to  put  the  frontiers 
of  the  Kingdom  in  the  moft  refpectable 
ftate  of  defence,  prefented  the  refult  of  their 
labours  in  the  Sitting  of  the  28th  of  January. 
It  was  divided  into  two  parts.    The  one  re- 
lated to  military  meafures,  and  was  the  ob- 
ject of  a  report  made  by  Alexander  de 
Lameth :  the  other  treated  of  political  or 
diplomatic  meafures,  which  Mirabeau  dif- 
played  in  a  very  remarkable  report.    He  ex- 
amined and  difcuffed  the  means  and  the 
fituation  of  the  different  Powers  of  Europe  : 
all  of  them,  according  to  him,  both  wanted 
and  defired  peace.        If  the  progrefs  of  our 
"  Revolution,"  faid  he,  "  make  our  neigh- 
"  bours  uneafy,  their  fear  is  itfelf  a  pledge 
"  that  they  will  not  attempt  to  difturb  us 
"  by  dangerous   provocations.     Are  you 
'*  frightened  at  a  few  French  Refugees  and 
"  fome  foldiers  fecretly  enrolled  ?    But  has 
"  not  the  hatred  of  fuch  enemies  exhaled 
"  till  now  in  empty  menaces?    Where  are 
"  their  allies  ?    What  great  Nation  will  ef- 
"  poufe  their  caufe,  will  furnifh  them  with 
"  arms  and  fubfidies,  will  lavim  upon  them 
"  the  produce  of  its  taxes  and  the  blood  of 
"  its  citizens?    Is  it  England  ?   What  have 
"  we  to  hope  or  to  fear  from  the  Englifh 
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"  Minifhy?  To  eftablifh  from  this  mor 
"  ment  grand  foundations  of  an  unalterable 
"  amity  between  their  Nation  and  ours 
would  be  an  act  of  virtuous  and  rare 
"  policy;  to  wait  events,  to  take  meafures 
"  for  acting  a  part,  and  perhaps  for  agitat- 
"  ing  Europe  rather  than  be  idle,  would  be 
«f  the  bufinefs  of  mean  politicians.  Will 
"  the  Englifh  Minijtry,  having  the  choice 
\*  of  thefe  two  courfes,  choofe  that  which 
?'  will  produce  good  without  any  noife,  or 
ff  that  which  will  be  attended  with  noife 
U  and  mifchief?  Perhaps  the  Factious, 
"  who  are  waiting  for  fome  chances  to  exe- 
"  cute,  under  the  ipecious  names  of  Liberty 
'5  and  Patrioti/in,  projects  which  are  un- 
f'  known  to  us,  hope  to  find  them  in  a  great 
"  popular  agitation ;  but  this  ftruggle  of 
"  intrigue  and  ambition  againft  a  generous 
V  and  credulous  patriotifm  is  undoubtedly 
"  alfo  a  war,  &c.  &c.,> 

The  military  meafures  propofed  by  the 
Committees  confifled  in  completing  all  the 
regiments,  in  forming  a  war  eftablifhment  of 
the  National  Guards,  and  an  auxiliary  army 
of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  to  be  en- 
gaged for  three  years,  on  condition  of  joining 
the  regiments  for  which  they  fhould  be  enr 

rolled 
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rolled  the  moment  they  were  called  upon ; 
and  of  thefe  regiments  thirty  of  foot  and 
twenty  of  horfe  mould  be  ftationed  through- 
out the  frontiers  on  the  fide  of  Germany  and 
Savoy  *. 

M  Our  diplomatic  meafures,"  cried  Mira- 
leau,  "  require  that  we  henceforth  employ 
for  our  external  relations  only  fuch  men 
as  may  not  expofe  the  French  power  by 
M  their  doubts  of  our  fuccefs  ;  fuch  as  are 
not  total  ftrangers  to  the  new  language,  of 
which  they  ought  to  be  the  organs  ;  and 
not  men  who,  whether  from  their  igno- 
rance of  the  regeneration  of  their  country, 
or  that  their  ancient  prejudices  are  ilrug- 
gling  againft  their  duty,  or  that  an  invete- 
rate habit  of  ferving  defpotifm  will  not 
allow  them  to  rife  to  the  elevation  of  a 
fyftem  of  liberty,  may  be  the  mere  agents 
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*  The  AlTembly  was  at  this  time  occupied  with  the 
organization  of  the  Navy.  The  ftate  of  the  naval 
forces  of  France,  publiftied  in  the  month  of  January 
1791,  was  as  follows  :  84  fhips  of  the  line,  10  of  which 
were  upon  the  ftocks ;  68  frigates,  of  which  6  were 
upon  the  (locks ;  29  corvettes,  22  brigs,  14  pinks,  and 
16  lighters.  The  number  of  thefe  veflels  armed  and 
ready  to  put  to  fea  amounted  to  21  fhips  of  the  line, 
28  frigates,  8  corvettes,  11  brigs,  5  pinks,  and  2 
lighters. 
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"  of  the  Miniftiy,  or  tl,ie  confidents  of 
"  ariftocracy,  inflead  of  the  reprefentatives 
k£  of  a  fpirited  Nation." 

Thefe  two  reports,  and  particularly  that 
pf  Mirabeau,  were  loudly  and  repeatedly 
applauded,  and  the  Decrees  propofed  by  the 
Committees  were  adopted  without  debate. 

The   important   part   which  Mirdbeau 
a&ed  in  the  AlTembly,  by  his  talents  and  his 
popularity,  was  not  fufficient  for  his  vanity. 
"  It  is  not  enough,"  faid  he,  «  when  one 
"  flarts  in  a  courfe  to  be  remarked  in  the 
"  crowd;  a  man  fliould  be  confpicuous  in 
"  the  foremoft  ranks,  and  obtain  all  that  it 
"  is  poflible   to  obtain."     He  therefore 
wimed  tp  be  appointed  Prefident  of  the  Af- 
fembly;  and  the  more  at  this  period,  as 
whatever  could  make  the  flighted:  addition 
to  his  credit  and  confideration  appeared  to 
him  ufeful  to  the  plan  which  he  was  medi- 
tating.    His  withes  were  gratified  on  the 
29th  of  January,   when  the  Prefident  an- 
nounced- that  there  appeared  in  the  ballot  for 
the  nomination  of  his  fucceflbr,  a  decided 
majority  in  favour  of  Mirabeau. 

In  the  firft  Sitting  at  which  he  prefided  it 
was  propofed,  that  the  decree  patted  upon  his 
report  fliould  be  enforced  againfl  the  Cardi- 
nal 
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nal  de  Bemis%  the  Ambaffador  at  Rome, 
who  had  fent  his  oath  with  reftriclions.  The 
AfTembly,  however,  were  unwilling  to  give 
this  retrofpe&ive  effecl:  to  Decrees  of  which 
the  Cardinal  could  not  have  been  informed, 
and  contented  themfelves  with  fending  back 
this  oath,  as  inefficient,  to  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs.     In  the  number  of  the 
oaths  taken  without  reftrietion,  and  which 
the  revolutionary  journalifts  were  eager  to 
publifh,  I  /hall  confine  my  {elf  to  mentioning 
as  one  of  the  moft  fcandalous,  that  of  the 
principal  profeffors  and  maflers  of  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Paris. 

They  were  not  contented  with  fimply  tak* 
ing  the  oath  ;  they  wifhed  to  give  to  this 
difgraceful  action,  to  which  they  had  fub- 
mitted  from  the  fordid  motive  of  preferving 
their  places,  the  fame  notoriety  which  all  the 
Bifhops  and  thoufands  of  virtuous  Clergy- 
men had  given  to  the  courageous,  the  heroic 
refufal,  by  which  they  made  a  facrifice  of 
their  rank  and  fortune  to  Religion  and  their 
confcience.     This   corrupt   Univerfity  ap- 
peared without  blufhing  at  the  bar  of  the 
Affembly,  where  their  Rector,  Dumouchel, 
delivered  the  moft  difgufting  fpeech  in  fa- 
vour of  all  the  Decrees,  and  particularly  of 

that 
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that  which  related  to  the  Civil  Conftitution 
of  the  Clergy.  "  We  acknowledge,"  faid 
this  apoftate,  or  rather  old  dotard  ;  "  that  far 
"  from  being  the  flighteft  infringement  upon 
*'  the  holy  Religion  which  we  all  profefs, 
"  this  wife  Decree  eftablifhes  it  in  its  pri- 
mitive  purity,  renders  it  more  auguft  and 
f  venerable  even  in  the  eyes  of  its  enemies, 
"  and  more  conformable  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
*'  Gofpel  and  to  the  precepts  of  its  divine 
"  Author.  We  thought  that  it  was  not 
"  enough  to  confine  thefe  fentiments  to  our 
"  own  bofoms,  but  that  it  was  our  duty,  as 
"  inftructors  of  the  French  youth,  to  de- 
r<  clare  them  in  this  open  and  formal  man- 
*'  ner,  in  order  to  give  our  pupils  an  ex^ 
* 4  ample  of  refpecl  and  of  obedience." 

By  this  difgraceful  conduct  they  loft 
many  pupils  ;  but  they  preferved  their  places, 
and  that  was  thr  jr  grand  object. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 


Mirabeau  on  good  Terms  with  the  Court 
— His  Plan  is  approved  by  the  King— 
The  Means  of  executing  it  difcuffed 
with  M.  de  Montmorin  and  M.  Malouet 
— M.  Malouefs  Opinion — Mirabeau  has 
fecret  Interviews  with  the  King  and 
Queen— Important  Mvfteries  difclofed 
by  him  to  their  Majejiies  and  M.  de 
Montmorin — Origin  of  the  Syftem  of 
Terror— -The Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault ; 
his  Character — Mirabeau  difplays  the 
greateft  Talents  in  the  Office  of  Pre- 
Jident — Great  uneafmefs  occajioned  by 
the  Departure  of  Mef dames  *,  the  Kings 
Aunts — Motion  concerning  the  Duties 

*  Mesdames  is  an  appellation  appropriated  to  the 
King's  aunts,  when  mentioned  collectively. 

of 
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of  the  reigning  Family  —  Movement 
among  the  Royalifts  in  the  Department 
of  the  Gard—A  Letter  of  the  Bishop  of 
Uze's  denounced  to  the  Ajjembly — A  Re- 
port fpread  that  Mbrtfieur  and  Ma- 
dame intend  to  quit  Paris — Riot — The 
King's  Aunts  being  arrejied  at  Arnay- 
le-Duc,  write  to  the  Preftdent — Mz'ra- 
beau  maintains  that  there  is  no  Law 
againfl  their  Journey,  and  caifes  the 
Affair  to  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Power — The  People  irritated  go  in  a 
Croud  to  the  Tuileries—Confecration  of 
two  Conjtitutional  Bijhops. 

HERE  opens  one  of  the  moft  interefting 
periods  of  the  Revolution,  and  I  may  alfo 
fay  one  of  the  leaft  known ;  for  very  few 
were  admitted  into  the  fecret  of  its  moft 
important  circumftances ;  and  the  fufpici- 
ons,  the  vague  conjectures,  the  calumnies 
of  ignorance,  or  of  malignity,  have  only 
thickened  the  veil  which  ftill  covers  them, 
and  which  it  is  time  to  draw  afide.  It  is  a 
duty  impofed  upon  me  by  the  interefrs  of 
truth,  and  of  the  memory  of  Louis  XVI. 
who  is  accufed  by  the  Regicides  of  having 
corrupted  Mirabeau7  and  purchafed  from 

him 
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him  a  plan  of  counter-revolution.  I  jfliall 
now  then  relate  what  I  know,  and  what  I 
can  affirm,  having  received  the  moft  circum- 
ftantial  information  on  the  fubject  from  M. 
de  Montmorin  ;  nor  do  I  fear  that  what  I 
aflert  will  be  contradicted  by  the  four  or  five 
witnefles  ilill  remaining  out  of  the  fmall 
number  of  thofe  who  were  acquainted  with 
the  facts  % 

I  dined  at  M.  de  Montmorin' s  on  Saturday 
the  22d  of  January  1791,  and  remained  there 
till  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening.  On  opening  the 
door  of  the  hall  to  go  home,  I  faw  Mirabeau 
going  out  of  the  Minifter's  cabinet,  and  im- 
mediately flopped,  not  only  to  let  him  pafs, 
but  to  try  to  difcover  what  was  the  object  of 
fo  extraordinary  a  vifit.  I  went  toM.  de  Mont- 
morin :  "  What,"  faid  I  to  him,  ff  do  you 
"  alfo  receive  that  man  j" — "  Yes,  indeed; 
"  and  I  believe  that  you  would  receive  him 
"  too,  if  the  King  had  given  you  orders.5'— 
* 1  The  King  has  ordered  you  to  receive  Mi- 
M  rabeau!" — "  He  has,  and  I  have  already- 
"  feen  him  feveral  times. "  This  is  fame 
"  new  mare."—"  No,  quite  the  contrary."  ' 

*  I  am  only  permitted  to  mention  the  Archbifliop  of 
J.:x,  the  Baron  de  Gitthrs,  and  M.  Makuet. 


"  —But 
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'!  — But  can  you  put  any  confidence  in  fuch 
44  a  villain  ?"—"  Villain  !  ....  He  is  not 
44  perhaps  fo  great  a  one  as  you  believe  him 
44  to  be." — 44  How!  after  that  abominable 
44  addrefs  which  he  propofed  laft  week  on 

*  44  the  civil  conftitution  of  the  Clergy!" — 
44  Yes,  even  after  that:  and  how  aftonifhed 
44  would  you  be  were  I  to  tell  you  that  that 
44  addrefs,  which  gives  you  fo  much  offence, 
"  was  calculated  to  produce  a  very  important 
"  effect:,  and  that  it  is  very  unlucky  it  was 
44  not  adopted  ?" — 44  I  fliould  be  fo  aftonifh- 
44  ed  that  I  mould  not  be  able  to  believe  it." 
"  — Yet  you  would  be  wrong,  for  nothing 

t  4  4  is  truer.  Do  you  not  know  then  that  fince 
44  the  month  of  June  laft,  Mirabeau  has  at- 
44  tached  himfelf  to  the  King,  that  he  went 
44  more  than  once  to  St.  Cloud  while  the 
44  Royal  Family  were  there,  and  that  he  has 
44  had  fome  fecret  conferences  with  his  Ma- 
44  jelly  ?  He  fuddenly  broke  them  off  when 
44  the  Judges  of  the  Chatelet  renamed  the 
44  proceedings  on  the  crimes  of  the  6th  of 
44  October,  and  came  to  the  AfTcmbly  to  pro- 
st  pofe  a  Decree  of  accufation  againft  him. 
44  He  imagined  this  to  be  a  ftroke  of  envy 
44  and  malice  levelled  at  him  by  La  Fayette, 
"  on  being  informed  of  his  interviews  with 

«  the 
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•?  the  King,  and  he  believed  that  their  Ma- 
"  jefties,  intimidated  by  the  General's  me- 
"  naces,  or  feduced  by  his  promifes,  had  been 
*'  parties  in  the  plot,  or  at  leaft  confented  to 
V  it.  He  was  afterwards  positively  allured 
*'  that  the  King  and  Queen,  far  from  taking 
"  any  part  in  the  matter,  had  not  the  flight- 
"  eft  knowledge  of  it,  and  he  de fi red  to  re- 
'*  new  the  negotiation  of  the  month  of  June. 
"  Things  are  already  in  a  good  train." — "  I 
**  know  not  a  word  of  this  :  but  after  all,  to 
"  what  does  it  tend?  Has  Mirabcau  fur- 
"  niflied  a  plan?" — "  I  cannot  anfwer  that 
"  queftion  for  fome  days.  I  mould  not 
"  even  have  faid  fo  much  to-day  if  I  was 
*'  not  fo  well  affured  of  your  discretion." 

In  fact.,  it  was  not  till  towards  the  end  of 
the  month  of  February  that  I  was  informed 
by  M.  de  Montmorin  of  the  following  par- 
ticulars. 

Count  L.  an  intimate  friend  of  Mirabeau'Sj 
had  often  fpoken  of  him  to  the  King  and 
Queen  as  of  a  man  eafy  to  be  brought  back 
to  monarchichal  principles,  provided  that 
thofe  of  Public  Liberty  were  not  endangered. 
This  was  always  made  by  him  the  effential 
condition  of  his  converfion.  or  rather  chancre 
of  conduct;  for  fince  the  rank?,  dignities  and 

powers, 
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powers,  which  had  been  the  objects  of  his 
ambition  or  of  his  envy,  were  annihilated, 
Mimbmu  had  ceafed  to  be  a  Democrat.  His 
democracy,  like  that  of  many  others,  conflfl- 
ed  in  lowering  to  his  own  level  thofe  who 
were  above  him,  but  not  in  raifing  to  it  thofe 
who  were  below  him.  He  wifhed  a  Mo- 
narchy, and  had  he  been  made  the  Minister 
of  one,  he  would  foon  have  rendered  it  de- 
fpotic.  Be  that  as  it  may,  their  Majefties 
convinced  that  the  talents,  popularity,  and 
energy  of  Mirabeau  might  fave  the  State  if 
he  were  willing  to  devote  himfelf  fincerely 
to  it,  charged  the  Count  de  L.  to  found  his 
real  inclinations,  which  were  found  to  be  as 
favourable  as  could  be  defired.  Mirabeau 
recollected  the  conference  which  he  had  had 
with  M.  Malouet  in  the  month  of  May  1789, 
and  threw  upon  the  refufal  of  his  firft  offers 
the  blame  of  all  the  mifconduct  for  which  he 
was  condemned,  and  which,  he  faid,  had  led 
him  much  farther  than  he  wifhed.  He  wrote 
a  very  eloquent  and  circumftantial  letter  to 
the  King,  in  which  he  frankly  confeffed  his 
errors,  but  without  acknowledging  his  crimes. 
He  fpoke  of  new  dangers,  expatiated  on  the 
neceffity  of  preventing  them,  and  offered  to 
point  out  the  means.    "  But  above  all,"  faid 

he 
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he  in  this  letter,  M  fecure  the  true  rights  of 
"  the  Nation,  efpecially  its  liberty,  and  you 
"  will  not  want  zealous  fervants  to  defend 
"  the  interefls  of  your  Crown,  and  thofe  of 
4l  your  facred  perfon.  From  this  inftant  I 
*  \  thoroughly  devote  myfelf  to  your  Majefty 's 
'*  fervice;  but  I  entreat  you  never  to  judge 
*'  of  my  fentiments  or  intentions  by  the  opi- 
'*  nions  of  the  moment,  which  I  fhall  often 
"  be  obliged  to  fupport  in  order  to  preferve  a 
"  popularity,  of  which  I  ought  to  be  care- 
"  ful  for  the  interefh  of  the  King,  and  which 
V  I  am  anxious  to  render  ferviceable  to  him 
"  alone.  The  lame  motive  may  alfo  fome- 
"  times  compel  me  to  oppofe  your  defires, 
**  but  I  befeech  your  Majefty  to  deign  to 
"  confide  in  my  fidelity;  it  is  not  to  be 
"  fhaken,  and  I  dare  promife  you  that  in  one 
"  year  from  this  time  the  Royal  Authority 
*'  fhall  be  firmly  re-eflablifhed  on  its  true 
*'  bails,  and  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  mail  en- 
*'  able  the  King  always  to  do  freely  the 
n  good  his  heart  defires." 

The  King  and  Queen  were  very  well  fatis- 
fied  with  this  letter,  and  charged  M.  de 
Montmorin  to  confer  with  Mirabeau  con- 
cerning his  plans,  and  to  allure  him  that  his 
Majefty  not  only  would  never  retract  the  en- 

Vol.  lit.  Y  gagements 
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gagements  which  he  had  entered  into,  or  the 
principles  which  he  had  avowed  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  States-General ;  but  that  it  had 
even  always  been  his  defire  that  the  wifhes 
exprerTed  in  the  majority  of  the  inftructions 
to  the  Deputies  mould  ferve  as  the  balls  to 
the  Confutation  ;  and  that  his  opinion  was, 
that  all  that  exceeded  that  meafure  was  ffcill 
more  prejudicial  to  the  people  than  to  the 
Royal  Authority. 

Thefe  affurances,  entirely  conformable  to 
the  ideas  of  Miraheau,  and  as  pofitive  as  he 
could  wifh,  were  inferted  in  a  letter  which 
the  King  wrote  to  M.  de  Montmorin,  and 
which  he  authorifed  him  to  communicate  to 
Mirabeau. 

This  letter  is  perfectly  fufficient,"  faid 
he,  after  having  read  it : — t*  With  fo  formal 
"  a  pledge  of  the  King's  intentions,  we  may 
**  hope  to  put  an  end  to  the  Revolution.  Be- 
"  lieve  me,  Sir,  and  pray  inform  their  Ma- 
"  jellies  that  I  will  henceforth  employ  all 
"  my  influence,  and  all  the  means  in  my 
"  power  for  that  purpofe." 
;  This  converfation  took  place  in  the  latter 
end  of  January  1791.  It  was  at  that  period 
that  Mirabeau  compofed  the  famous  memo- 
rial, which  was  fo  much  talked  of,  without 

being 
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being  known  ;  for  it  was  feen  by  few,  and 
of  thofe  the  three  to  whom  I  have  referred 
are  perhaps  the  only  ones  now  living. 

The  firft  part  of  this  memorial  was  a  ftate- 
ment  of  the  caufes  of  the  Revolution,  and  of 
the  incidents  which  had  given  it  an  atrocious 
character.    Miraheau  fpoke  with  indigna- 
tion of  the  compofition  of  the  Affembly,  of 
the  factions  which  divided  the  popular  party, 
and  of  the  faults  of  all  the  parties.  He  unveil- 
ed the  projects  of  the  Jacobins,  their  tendency 
to  republicanifm,  to  the  annihilation  of  Re- 
ligion and  all  focial  inftitutions,  and  to  the 
fubverfion  of  all  property  ;  and  he  declared 
that  from  the  firft  the  want  of  addrefs  and 
inconfiderate  refinance  of  the  Ariftocracy 
having  entirely  difcredited  the  moderate  men 
of  that  party,  and  confolidated  the  enormous 
power  of  the  popular  one,  he  had  found  it 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  join  the  latter,  in  order 
hereafter  to  do  fomegood,  and  in  the  mean 
time  to  prevent  much  mifchief  ;  and  that  to 
keep  up  his  credit  with  this  party,  he  had 
often  been  forced  to  yield  to  exaggerations, 
and  even  to  extravagancies.  In  this  manner  did 
he  juftify  the  part  which  he  had  acted  during 
the  two  firlt  years. 

His  means  were,  ift,  The  diffolution  of 
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the  National  Aflembly,  and  the  calling  a  new 
one  at  the  requeft  of  the  Provinces  upon  other 
grounds,  and  principally  upon  that  of  pro* 
perty. 

2dly,  A  plan  of  Conftitution,  drawn  up 
according  to  the  wifh  of  the  majority  of  the 
inftructions,  and  fanctioned  by  the  King. 

To  infiire  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  means,  he 
propofed,  ift,  A  coalition  in  the  Aflembly 
between  the  moft  prudent  of  the  Royalifts 
and  the  bed  of  the  Cote-Gauche.  2dly,  A 
diftribution  of  periodical  papers  in  the  ca- 
pital, and  in  the  provinces,  to  open  the  eyes 
of  the  people  refpecting  the  projects  and  ma- 
noeuvres of  the  Factious,  who  were  mis- 
leading them,  and  to  fhow  the  fatal  confe- 
quenccs  which  muft  refult  from  them.  3dly, 
To  fend  into  the  83  Departments  well-chofen 
Commiflioners,  oftenfibly  charged  with  the 
demarcation  of  the  limits  of  the  diftricts  and 
cantons,  and  whofe  fecret  million  mould  be 
to  procure  uniform  addrefles  for  the  calling 
of  a  new  Aflembly,  and  for  the  adoption 
of  the  conflitutional  grounds  which  fhould 
be  propofed  by  the  King. 

Refpecting  thefe  important  facts,  and  this 
period,  I  have  no  original  papers  to  cite :  I 
have  only  the  notes  which  I  preferved  con- 
cerning 
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cerning  them.  But  thefe  are  exact,  and  I 
was  fo  ftruck,  fo  occupied  at  the  time  with 
all  the  circumftances,  that  I  dare  to  warrant 
the  accuracy  of  my  memory ;  declaring,  ne- 
verthelefs,  that  there  are  many  omiffions  in 
my  narrative,  and  that  it  gives  but  a  general 
idea  of  Mirabeau's  plan.  This  plan,  pro- 
foundly confidered,  was  ftated  in  a  memorial 
of  about  two  hundred  pages,  of  which  the 
flyle,  replete  with  eloquence  and  energy,  was 
its  leafl:  merit. 

One  of  the  moft  pointed  parages  of  this 
work  was  the  fketch  of  the  general  difor- 
ganization  of  fociety,  of  which  the  founda- 
tions, the  religious  and  political  principles 
were  dillolved.  Mirabeau^  who  had  fo 
greatly  contributed  to  this  fubverrion,  ap- 
peared more  alarmed  at  it  than  any  body. 
"  I  had  not  a  doubt,"  faid  he,  "  when  I 
"  propofed  the  conftitutional  oath  for  the 
M  Priefts,  that  the  people  would  declare  for 
"  them  againfl;  us.  This  was  perhaps  the 
"  only  trial  to  be  made  to  afcertain  what 
"  moral  fpring  remained  in  the  Nation  j  but 
"  there  is  no  longer  a  hold  on  that  fide; 
it  happily  they  are  ftill  attached  through 
1 '  tafte  and  habit  to  the  Monarchical  Govern- 
"  mentp    We  muft  make  hafte  to  fave  the 

Y  3  "  wrecks 
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"  wrecks  of  it,  before  they  are  completely 
*  difperfed." 

The  King  was  extremely  aftoniflied  on  the 
reading  of  this  memorial ;  he  could  not  con- 
ceive that  he  who  fpoke  thus  of  the  Revo- 
lution had  fo  long  been  the  moil  formidable 
revolutionist. — *'  If  Mirabeau  is  in  earnenV* 
faid  his  Majefty  to  M.  de  Montmorhi,  "  he 
"  may  doubtlefs  repair  a  part  of  the  mifchief 

he  has  done;  neverthelefs  I  will  not  en- 
"  gage  myfelf  in  any  proceeding  which  may 
"  produce  a  civil  war.  This  memorial 
"  ought  to  be  maturely  confidered.  Endea- 
"  vour  to  collect  the  opinions  of  the  moft 
"  fcnrlble  men  in  the  Aflembly,  and  inquire 
*'  which  of  them  Mirabeau  is  difpofed  to 
*'  open  his  mind  to." 

L.  D.  M.  being  very  intimate  with  the 
Count  de  L.  had  already  been  informed,  with 
Mirabeau^s  confent,  of  the  memorial  in 
queftion,  and  it  was  from  him  that  M.  de 
Montmorin  learnt  on  this  occafion  that,  as 
M.  Malouet  was  the  only  Deputy  of  the 
Cote'-Droit  to  whom  Mirabeau  had  ever, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  AiTembly, 
made  propofals  fimilar  to  his  prefent  inten- 
tions, the  latter  particularly  defired  to  have 
a  new  explanation  with  him  on  the  fubject. 

It 
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It  was  agreed  that  this  explanation  mould 
take  place  at  M.  de  Montmorin's,  and  in 
his  prefence,  fhould  M.  Malouet  confent  to 
meet  Mirdbeau  there,  which  was  the  more 
uncertain,  as  they  had  not  fpoken  to  each 
other  fince  the  month  of  June  1789. 

On  the  1  ft  of  February,  at  the  Evening 
Sitting,  Mirabeau  having  incorrectly  ftated, 
and  turned  into  an  amendment  fome  obferva- 
tions  made  by  M.  Malouet  upon  a  report  of 
Barnaue,  relative  to  fending  Commiffioners 
to  the  Colonics,  a  flight  altercation  as  to  form 
took  place  between  them,  in  which  Mirabeau 
fpoke  with  a  little  pedantry,  and  M.  Ma- 
louet with  a  degree  of  ill-humour.  The 
debate  was  clofed,  and  all  the  articles  of  the 
Decree  propofed  by  the  reporter  were  adopt- 
ed.   After  which  Mirabeau  took  up  a  pen 
and  wrote  a  note,  which  he  fent  unfealed  to 
M.  Malouet  by  one  of  the  meffengers,  whom 
he  called  to  him,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the 
fecretaries  who  were  by  him.    M.  Malouet, 
who  had  not  been  apprifed  of  any  thing,  was 
very  much  aftonifhed  at  this  mefTage.  He 
made  no  more  myftery  in  reading  the  note 
than  Mirabeau  had  done  in  fending  it,  and 
permitted  M.  de  Clernwnt-Tonnerre  and 

Y  4     .  M,  de 
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M.  de  Virieux,  who  were  fitting  by  him,  to 
read  it  with  him. 

This  note  ran  thus  :  "  I  am  more  of  your 
°  opinion  than  you  think,  and  whatever  may 
"  be  your  fentiments  with  refpect  to  me, 
"  mine  have  never  varied  refpecting  you.  It 
**  is  time  that  men  of  fenfe  mould  unite, 
"  and  underftand  each  other.    Would  you 

have  any  objection  to  meet  me  at  one  of 
M  your  friends — at  M.  de  Montmoriris  P 
"  Appoint  the  day,  but  let  it  be  after  the 
"  Evening  Sitting." 

M.  Malouet  anfwered  upon  a  card  :  With 
all  my  heart.  Thurfday  at  ten  in  the 
evening.  He  fufpected,  as  did  his  two 
friends,  that  Mirabeau  had  fome  fecret 
underflanding  with  the  Palace.  His  conduct 
in  the  Affembly  for  more  than  a  month  paft 
left  no  doubt  of  his  having  fome  grand  pro- 
ject ;  but  the  Count  de  Virienx,  who  was  a 
very  religious  man,  detefted  Mirabeau  on 
account  of  his  immorality,  and  repelled  the 
idea  of  having  any  intercourfe  with  him. 
M.  de  Clermont-Tonnerre,  on  the  contrary, 
was  rejoiced  at  this  reconciliation,  and  con- 
ceived great  hopes  from  it.  M.  Malouet 
made  them  promife  the  greateft  fecrecy  re- 

fpecting  • 
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fpecting  the  conference  he  was  to  have  at 
M.  de  Montmorirfs,  and  laid  he  would 
inform  them  of  the  refult.  He  went  the 
next  day  to  the  Minifter's,  who,  for  the  firft 
time,  entrufted  him  with  the  circumftances  * 
which  I  have  already  mentioned,  relative  to 
the  converfion  of  Mirabeau,  and  gave  him 
his  memorial,  advifing  him  to  read  it  before 
the  meeting,  which  was  to  take  place  the 
following  day. 

This  pathetic  expofition  of  all  the  crimes 
of  the  Revolution,  and  their  dreadful  con- 
fequences,  drawn  by  the  hand  of  Mirabeau, 
which  M.  Malouet  thought  he  ftill  faw 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  victims  of  the 
Revolution,  made  the  moft  lively  impreffion 
upon  him.  •?  This  man,"  faid  he  to  me, 
*'  is  mailer  of  all  ftyles,  and  may  be  fit  to 
lc  act  all  characters.  Fenelon,  Machiavel, 
ft  Roufleau,  and  the  Abbe  Maury  might  all 
f  of  them  find  their  maxims  in  his  work, and 
**  yet  there  is  a  confiftency  in  his  views  ; 
"  but  I  am  not  entirely  fatisfied  with  his 
"  means." 

On  the  next  day,  M.  Malouet  and  Mira- 
beau met  at  M.  de  Montmoriris  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour.  Mirabeau  opened  the  con- 
ference with  a  long  apologetic  detail  of  his 

whole 
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whole  revolutionary  conduct.  It  was  difficult 
to  reconcile  this  apology  with  the  opinions  he 
had  hitherto  profefled,  and  M.  Malouet  fe- 
veral  times  mentioned  it  to  him.     "  My 

principal  opinions,"  an  fwered  Mir  ah  eau, 
*'  may  all  be  applied  to  the  true  principles 
M  and  interefts  of  the  Monarchy.  I  cer- 
i£  tainly  do  not  mean  to  juflify  extravagant 
"  meafures,  which  it  was  necefTary  to  fup- 

port,  that  I  might  not  have  the  mob 
' '  againft  me ;  nor  violent  commotions  which 
"  were  defignedly  excited,  and  which  have 
"  often  rendered  me  more  mifchievous  than 
M  I  wifhed  to  be.  Recollect  what  happened 
"  to  me  when  the  Hotel  de  Caftries  was  fet 
"  on  fire.— There  lies  the  fecret  of  many  of 
"  my  motions.'* 

The  difcuflion  of  the  plan,  and  the  means 
of  putting  it  into  execution,  being  the  chief 
object  of  this  conference,  engaged  M.  Ma- 
iniicVs  whole  attention.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  diffolution  of  the  AfTembly  could  be 
effected  eafily,  and  without  commotion. — 
"  Perhaps  it  might  be  eafier,"  faid  he  to 
Mini  beau,  ?f  to  bring  back  the  majority  of 
M  them  to  falutary  views,  and  to  amend- 
"  mcnts,  which  would  fecure  the  Royal 
"  Authority,   and  give  energy  to  the  Go- 

"  vernment. 
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"  vernment.  I  fee  but  one  expedient  to 
"  this  effect,  which  enters  into  the  fpirit 
"  of  your  plan,  and  which  alone  can  pro- 
"  duce  the  moft  falutary  effects.  You 
'*  allow  that  the  Decree  which  annuls  our 
"  mandates  has  rendered  the  Affembly  de- 
"  fpotic  by  permitting  them  to  dare  every 
"  thing.  I  do  not  difpute  the  inconveni- 
if  ence  of  confining  each  deputation  by  an 
"  imperative  mandate;  but  the  Nation  in 
94  all  its  fubdivifions  having  thus  explained 
"  its  will  freely  and  legally  at  a  time  when 
'  it  was  indifputable  that  the  love  of  liberty 

*  reigned  in  every  heart,  I  know  not  any 

*  human  power  that  has  a  right  to  deftroy 
!  it.     Your  friend,  the  Bifliop  of  Autun, 

*  by  his  motion  refpecting  the  mandates, 
1  and  by  the  fuccefs  which  it  obtained,  has 
'  committed  an  unpardonable  fault,  and  it 

*  has  been  the  fource  of  ever}*  mifchief.  In 
'  future  imperative  mandates  might  have 
'  been  forbidden :  in  fact,  I  well  know  that 
*>  the  reprefentative  fyftem  in  its  plenitude 
'  will  not  allow  of  fuch,  and  that  they  are 

*  profcribed  in  England.  There  the  people 
1  give  no  mandates,  and  if  any  Conftituents 
-  were  to  give  them  to  their  Reprefenta- 

*  fives,  the  Parliament  would  have  a  right 

44  to 


$2  ANNALS  OF   THE        [Fw.  1791. 

to  annul  them ;  but  that  would  not  be 
the  cafe  if  the  whole  nation  had  ex- 
plained itfelf  by  mandates,  if  that  had  al- 
ways been  the  cuftom,  and  if  its  intention 
was  thus  to  leave  to  the  Sovereign  the 
neceflary  right  of  reconciling  and  rectify- 
ing what  might  be  incontinent  in  the 
different  mandates.  Now  the  hiftory  of 
our  States-General  contains  no  precedent 
but  of  a  delegation  thus  circumfcribed. 
Such  was  ours,  and  by  declaring  it  unli- 
mited we  have  in  reality  committed  trea- 
fon  againft  the  Nation.  Do  we  not  fay 
every  day  that  we  are  fent  to  fettle  the 
Conftitution ;  that  fuch  is  the  view  of 
our  mandates ;  how  then  can  we  deftroy 
that  which  they  order  us  to  refpect  ? 
Never  was  national  will  more  legally  or 
more  folemnly  declared.  Every  thing 
was  forefeen,  detailed,  and  explained  in 
the  majority  of  the  inftructions ;  and  at 
whatever  period  we  feek  to  put  an  end  to 
the  Revolution,  if  we  would  difengage  our- 
felves  from  it,  if  we  hope  a  rational  iffue 
to  this  terrible  confufion,  it  is  in  that 
public  and  undeniable  depoflt  of  all  the 
opinions  and  wifhes  of  the  whole  of 
France  that  it  muft  be  fought.  Now, 

<e  with 
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««  with  your  good  intentions  and  influence, 
te  what  may  we  hope  from  you  in  effecting 
"  a  repeal  of  the  Decree  which  annulled  our 
*f  mandates,  and  in  replacing  the  Affembly 
"  under  the  obligations  which  they  impofe 
"  upon  us  ?  For  except  by  that  I  have  no  idea 
&  of  the  poflibility  of  a  folid  and  legal  Coun- 
"  ter- Revolution." 

M.  de  Montmorin  fupported  this  opinion 
as  being  alfo  that  of  the  King.  "  I  never 
"  perceived,"  faid  he,  "  that  his  Majefty 
14  varied  on  this  point :  his  intention,  his 
44  unfhaken  refolution,  has  ever  been  to  yield 
"  to  every  legal  wifh  of  the  Nation."  Mi- 
rabeau  ftrenuoufly  defended  the  opinion  of 
the  Bifhop  of  Autun  :  he  contended  that  the 
unfettering  of  the  mandates  was  an  indifpen- 
fable  preliminary  in  the  Conltitution ;  that 
various  and  imperative  inftruclions  would 
inceffantly  {hackle  all  deliberation  whatfo- 
ever;  that  if  this  obftacle  had  not  been  re- 
moved, the  want  of  power  and  the  abfolute 
nullity  to  which  the  Affembly  would  have 
been  reduced,  would  have  compelled  them  to 
feparate  without  having  done  any  thing. 
However,  as  M.  de  Montmorin  and  M.  Ma- 
Jouet  always  brought  him  back  to  the  exit- 
ing flate  of  things,  and  to  the  evil  already 

done 
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done  by  this  constituent  omnipotence,  he 
agreed  that  M.  Malouet's  objections  and 
proportions  deferved  the  moft  ferious  confi- 
deration,  and  that  it  was  neceffary  to  attend  to 
them :  he  faid  that  he  would  himfelf  talk 
the  matter  over  with  his  friends,  and  that  it 
was  a  further  motive  for  endeavouring  to 
produce  the  projected  coalition  in  the  AfTem- 
bly  ;  that  it  was  neceffary  to  affemble  fifteen 
Deputies  chofen  from  the  Cote-Droit,  and 
as  many  from  the  Cote -Gauche,  to  fettle 
definitively  a  plan  of  conduct ;  that  in  the 
meanwhile,  and  as  foon  as  his  office  of  Pre- 
fident  was  at  an  end,  he  would  on  the  firft 
occafion  make  a  motion  concerning  the  pre- 
fent  Irate  of  the  kingdom,  in  which  he 
would  affert  his  principles  and  his  determined 
feparation  from  all  the  factions. 

M.  de  Montmorin  and  M.  Malouet  both 
wrote  what  had  palled  in  this  conference  in 
order  to  lay  it  before  the  King  ;  and  as  thefe 
two  writings  were  communicated  to  me  at 
the  time,  the  reader  will  not  be  aftonifhed  at 
the  precife  manner  in  which  I  have  here  re- 
lated the  converfation,  and  which,  previous 
to  publifhing  it,  I  have  communicated  to 
Mi  Malouet. 

Mirahcau,  who  even  before  the  opening 

of 
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of  the  States-General  had  fettled  his  place  at 
the  head  of  the  moft  violent  factions,  was 
alfo  initiated  into  the  fecret  of  the  fecOndary 
ones,  who,  with  plans  lefs  extent!  ve  and  a 
conduct  more  timid,  did  not  the  lefs  concur 
to  ftrengthen  and  accelerate  the  Revolution. 
All  thefe  myfteries,  the  knowledge  of  which 
afforded  a  key  to  many  important  events 
hitherto  attributed  to  chance,  were  difclofed 
not  only  to  M,  de  Montmorin,  but  alfo  to 
the  King  and  Queen  in  many  fecret  conver- 
fations  which  their  Majeflies  had  with  Mi- 
rabeau.     He  informed  them  amoiigft  other 
things,  that  the  fyftem  of  terror  which  really 
effected  the  Revolution,  and  which  had  not 
{ince  been  abandoned,  originated  in  the  phi- 
lanthropic faction,  the  Committee  of  which 
was  held  fometimes  at  the  Duke  de  la  Roche- 
foucauWs,  and  fometimes  at  the  Duke  d'Au- 
mont's  villa  near  Verfailles.    At  the  period 
of  the  union  of  the  orders  thefe  philofophic 
revolutionifts,  who  at  ferft  intended  only  re- 
forms, were  as  much  embarrafled  as  aito- 
nifhed,  at  the  rapidity  of  their  fuccefs  ;  they 
found  themfclves  engaged  in  a  great  Revo- 
lution  of  which  they  had  not  conceived  an 
idea,  and  before  which  their  petty  proje&s 
were  but  infignificant  fooleries.    The  enter- 
•  prize 
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prize  frightened  them :  all  the  powers  and 
authorities  were  at  their  difcretion.  They 
neither  knew  what  to  take  from  the  King 
nor  what  to  leave  him,  nor  what  government 
to  eftablifh  ;  they  feared  the  refiftance  of 
the  Princes,  the  oppofition  of  the  two  firft 
orders,  and  the  fuccours  with  which  foreign 
Powers  might  furniih  the  King.  Adrien  du 
Port,  who,  of  all  the  Members  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  was  perhaps  the  man  who  had  the 
moll  ftudied  the  hiftory  and  the  tactics  of 
all  Revolutions  ancient  and  modern,  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  moft  lecret  conventicles  of 
this  philofophic  faction,  and  was  employed 
to  digeft.  the  plans.  He  read  on  this  occa- 
lion  a  memorial  in  which  he  drew  the  cha- 
racters, and  difcufled  the  interefts  of  all  the 
Sovereigns  of  Europe,  in  fuch^a  manner  as 
to  conclude  that  none  of  them  would  inter- 
fere in  the  leafl  in  the  Revolution  about  to 
take  place  in  France,  and  of  which  it  was  as 
necelTary  as  urgent  to  regulate  the  courfe  and 
determine  the  end  by  a  plan  wifely  com- 
bined. He  then  propofed  that  which  he 
laid  had  been  long  the  object  of  his  medi- 
tations. Its  principal  grounds  were  the  fame 
as  thofe  which  were  adopted  in  the  Condi- 
tion of  1791.  After  long  difcuffions  upon 
2  "  this 
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this  memorial  M.  de  la  Fayette,  who  was 
alfo  prefent  at  that  Committee,  if  we  may 
believe  Mirabeau,  rofe  and  faid  to  Adrien 
du  Port,  iS  Doubtlefs  this  is  a  very  grand 
"  plan,  but  what  are  your  means  of  putting 
"  it  in  execution  ?  Do  you  know  fuch  as 
"  are  capable  of  overcoming  all  the  refift- 
"  ances  which  are  to  be  expected?  You  have 
"  not  pointed  out  any." — "  It  is  true  that  I 
"  have  not  yet  fpoken  of  any,"  replied 
Adrien  du  Port  with  a  deep  figh  ;  "I  have 
"  reflected  much  upon  the  fubject  ;  I  know 
"  fure  ones,  but  they  are  of  fuch  a  nature 
"  that  I  ihudder  my  Mi  to  think  of  them, 
"  and  I  cannot  refolve  to  difclofe  them  to 
"  you  till  you  approve  the  whole  of  my 
"  plan,  till  you  are  fully  convinced  that  it 
"  is  indifpenfable  to  adopt  it,  and  that  no 
"  other  can  be  followed  to  fecure  not  only 
"  the  fuccefs  of  the  Revolution,  but  the 
"  fafcty  of  the  State." 

After  the  Committee,  whofe  curiofity  he 
had  thus  excited,  had  given  him  all  the  af- 
furances  and  all  the  praifes  he  wifhed,  he 
ftill  feigned  a  relu&ance  to  explain  himfelf. 
"  I  frail  never  dare,"  replied  he  in  the 
moil  hypocritical  tone,  "  to  propofe  means 
"  which  will  mock  your  humanity.  Alas! 

Vol.  III.  Z  «  thev 
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"  they  torture  my  own  feelings,  yet  if  you 
"  abfolutely  require  it.'' — "  Yes,  yes,  we  do 
"  require  it,"  anfwered  his  hearers. — "Well, 
"  Gentlemen,  I  will  obey  you.  To  judge 
"  of  the  means  I  am  going'  to  mention,  you 
"  muft  not  lofe  fight  for  a  (ingle  inftant  of 
u  the  dreadful  lituation  in  which  we  Hand. 
"  Unforefeen  events  have  plunged  us  in 
"  fpite  of  ourfelves  into  a  Revolution  which 
"  will  produce  the  greateft  calamities,  the 
"  greater!:  crimes,  and  which  will  involve 
"  us  all,  if  we  do  not  haften  to  make  our- 
V  felves  matters  of  it  in  order  to  moderate 
"  and  circumfcribe  it ;  it  is  too  far  ad- 
"  vanced  for  us  to  make  it  recede.  Befldes, 
"  it  would  be  perhaps  lofing  for  ever  the 
"  opportunity  of  effecting  the  molt,  advan- 
"  tageous  reforms.  Now  it  is  only  by  the 
"  means  of  terror  that  men  place  themfelves 
"  at  the  head  of  a  Revolution  fo  as  to 
"  govern  it.  There  has  not  been  a  fingle 
"  one  in  any  country  whatever  which  I 
"  could  not  cite  in  fupport  of  this  truth. 
"  We  muil  then,  whatever  repugnance  we 
"  may  feel  to  it,  confent  to  the  facrifice 
"  of  fome  marked  perfons."  He  con- 
vinced them  prefently  that  M.  Foul  on  muft 
naturally   be  ^the  firft   victim ;    "  becaufe 

"  fjr 
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"  for  fome  time  paft,"  faid  he,  "  he  has 
"  been  much  fpoken  of  for  the  office  of 
"  Minifter  of  the  Finances,  and  every  body 
"  thinks  that  his  firft  meafure  would  be 
"  bankruptcy."  He  next  pointed  out  the 
Intendant  of  Paris,  <e  There  is  a  general 
"  cry,"  faid  he,  <f  againft  the  Intendants; 
"  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  fetter  the 
"  Revolution  in  the  provinces.  M.  Ber- 
"  thier  is  generally  detefted  ;  there  is  no 
M  preventing  his  being  mafTacred  :  his  fate 
"  will  intimidate  the  other  Intendants ;  they 
"  will  be  as  pliable  as  gloves." 

The  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault,  a  phi- 
lanthropist through   inclination   more  than 
vanity,  a  man  without  talents,  but  not  with- 
out fome  information,  always  wifhing  to  do 
good  from  principle  without  being  capable 
of  doing  it,  and  ever  yielding  to  evil  from  a 
weak  and  complying  temper,  from  an  abfo- 
lute  want  of  all  kind  of  energy,  the  'Duke 
dc  la  Rochefoucault,  I  fay,  was  very  much 
ftruck  with  the  obfervations  of  Mrien  du 
Port,  and  with  all  the  other  Members  of  the 
Committee,  decided  uporfadopting  the  plan 
and  the  means  of  execution  propofed  by  him. 
Inftru&ions  conformable  to  this  plan  were 
given  to  the  principal  agents  of  the  depart- 

2*  2  ment 
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ment  of  infurrecti'on  which  was  already 
organized,  and  to  which  Adrien  du  Port 
was  no  rtranger:  execution  followed  clofe. 
The  maflacre  of  dc  Launay,  de  Flef- 
felles,  Foulon,  and  Berthier,  and  the  car- 
rying of  their  heads  about  on  pikes  were 
the  fir  ft  effects  of  this  philanthropic  con- 
fpiracy.  Its  fuceefs  foon  rallied  and  kept 
together  for  a  long  time  the  different  revo- 
lutionary parties,  who  were  beginning  to  dif- 
truft  each  other,  but  who  feeing  all  the  ob- 
ftacles  removed  by  this  horrible  meafurey 
united  to  gather  the  fruits  of  it.  In  fupportt 
of  this  account  I  can  refer  to  no  other  proof 
or  authority  than  the  avowal  made  to  the 
King  and  to  M.  dc  Montmorin  by  Mira- 
bcau,  who  related  this  anecdote  to  other 
perfons,  and  particularly  to  the  Prefident  de 
Fronde  cUlc. 

What  I  have  faid  of  Mirubeau's  plan  -and., 
of  his  return  to  Monarchial  Principles  is 
enough  to  account,  for  the  change  remarked 
in  'his  condudt  from  the  end  of  the  month  of' 
December  preceding.  It  is  not  lefs  intereft- 
ing  to  know  the  manner  in  which  he  filled 
the. new  character  which  he  had  affirmed.  He 
had  been  ambitious  to  be  Prefident  in  order 
to  turn  to  the  advantage  of  his  popularity,  all 
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the  confideration  he  might  acquire  by  mew- 
ing himfelf  as  able  to  occupy  the  Chair  as  to 
mine  in  the  Tribune.    In  facl,  no  perfon 
prefided  with  more  dignity,  or  gave  better 
proofs  than  himfelf  that  the  Prefident  was 
not  folely  the  organ  of  the  Afiembly,  but 
that  he  ought  to  be  and  could  be  its  mode- 
rator.   His  anfwers  to  the  different  Depu- 
tations that  appeared  in  the  AfTembly  all 
bore  the  genuine  fbimp  of  eloquence  and 
wifdom.     He  always  fpoke  as  a  Revolu- 
tion i ft ;  but  his  language,  ably  fcafoned  with 
patriotifm,  contained  only  the  exadc  dofe 
neceffary  to  preferve  his  popularity.  The 
moft  infipid  and  frequently  ridiculous  ha- 
rangues of  the  Deputations  always  fuggefted 
to  him  fome  brilliant  thoughts,  fome  poig- 
nant ftrokes,  which  forced  his  enemies  as 
well  as  his  frieads  to  applaud  and  admire 
him,  the  one  as  a  God,  the  other  as  a  Devil. 
The  firft  Deputation  that  prefented  them- 
felves  while  he  was  Prefident  was  that  of 
fome  muficians  and  lyric  authors,  who  came 
to  the  AfTembly  to  requeif.  permiiTion  to 
propofe  a  plan  relative  to  the  regulation  of 
their  profeffion.    Mirabcau  made  them  the 
following  anfwer  : 

"  The  fine  arts  are  all  public  property ; 

Z  3  they 
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they  are  all  connected  with  the  manners  of 
the  citizens,  and  with  the  general  education 
which  improves  the  affociation  of  men  into 
a  rational  unity.  Millie  has  long  led  armies 
to  victory ;  from  camps  it  palled  to  temples, 
from  temples  to  the  palaces  of  Kings,  from 
palaces  to  our  theatres,  from  our  theatres  to 
our  civic  feftivals,  and  perhaps  it  bellows  on 
the  firft  laws  of  new  Communities  all  the 
empire  they  poffefs.  This  art,  founded  on 
the  regularity  of  the  motions  perceptible  in 
all  the  parts  of  the  creation,  but  particularly 
in  animated  beings,  among  whom  every 
thing  is  executed  with  rhythm,  and  whofe 
inclination  to  melody  appears  in  all  their 
taftes,  this  art  is  but  an  imitation  of  the 
harmony  of  nature,  and -when  it  unfolds  the 
paffions  it  imitates  the  human  heart,  which 
the  Legiflature  ought  alfp  to  ftudy  in  this 
point  of  view  ;  for  there,  no  doubt,  are  found 
the  motives  of  all  focial  inftitutions." 

A  Deputation  of  the  Municipality  of  Paris 
having  come  to  the  Affembly  to  flate  the 
diltrefs  and  abfolute  penury  to  which  their 
finances  were  reduced  by  the  immenfe  ex- 
pences*they  had  entered  into  for  the  Revo- 
lution, Miraheau  very  dexteroufly  intro- 
duced into  his  anfwer  an  expreflion  which, 

with? 
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without  betraying  his  prefent  projects  might 
be  of  ufe  in  preparing  the  minds  of  men  for 
them.  A  few  plaudits  might  fuffice  to  pro- 
duce that  effect,  and  to  obtain  them  Mira- 
beau  had  only  to  defire  them ;  he  ex- 
cited very  lively  ones  when  he  addrefTcd  the 
following  remarkable  words  to  the  Deputa- 
tion of  the  Municipality  :  "  Do  not  be 
alarmed  at  the  weight  of  your  debts  ;  it  is 
an  advance  you  have  made  to  liberty.  You 
have  fown  on  a  fertile  foil,  which  will  make 
you  an  ample  return  of  all  the  wealth  you 
have  confided  to  it.  One  fource  of  pros- 
perity, and  one  only,  is  yet  wanting  for  the 
capital;  that  is,  the  union  of  its  citizens, 
and,  above  all,  public  tranquillity,  which  is 
inceflantly  difturbed  by  falfe  alarms,  and 
which  a  number  of  intriguing  and  ambi- 
tious men  take  upon  them  to  endanger  that 
they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  landing 
forth  as  moderators.  This  is  the  defpotifm 
of  vice;  that  defpotifm  is  it  then  the  only  one 
which  the  city  of  Paris  could  not  overthrow  ?" 

It  was  remarked  that  the  Deputations  were 
much  more  frequent  while  Mirabeau  was 
Prefident  than  they  had  been  under  his  pre- 
deceffors.  He  never  put  any  of  them  off; 
but  it  was  not  merely  to  increafe  his  popu- 
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larity,  or  difplay  his  talents  that  he  admitted 
fo  many  ;  it  was  alfo  to  confume  the  time 
of  the  Aflembly,  and  that  he  might  avoid 
bringing  on  any  important  question  in  which 
the  part  of  a  Speaker  would  be  more  defir- 
able  than  that  of  Prefident. 

The  laft  day  he  occupied  the  Chair,  a  De- 
putation of  the  Commune  of  Paris  appeared, 
and  informed  the  Ailcmbly  of  the  uneafi- 
nefs  and  agitation  excited  in  the  capital  by 
the  intended  departure  of  the  King's  aunts 
(Mef dames)  for  Italy,  which  had  been  offi- 
cially announced  by  M  de  LeJJart,  as  fixed 
for  fome  day  between  the  35th  and  25th  of 
February.  The  object  of  this  Deputation 
was  to  demand  a  law  to  fettle  the  [uirti- 
cular  mode  of  exijience  of  the  reigning 
family  and  all  its  branches  %  The  Speaker, 
after  declaiming  moil  violently  again  ft  the 
Emigrants,  concludes  his  harangue  thus  : 

"  Think  of  the  King,  who  is  a  model  for 
all  the  kings  of  the  eart^  ;  who,  with  a 
powerful  hand,  broke  tb$  chains  of  Ame- 
rica, and  who  has  allowed  all  nations  the 
Cree  and  peaceful  navigation  of  the  ocean — . 

*  The  words  of  this  demand  in  the  original  are,  une 
hi  qui  fixat  U  mode  partieulier  dexijlence  de  la  Dinajl'ie 
Regncnte. 

that 
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that  king,  the  friend  of  your  Uecrces,  does 
not  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  detain  his  fa- 
mily. Will  you  fuffer  his  heart  to  be  a  prey 
to  fears  while  waiting  for  your  law  ?  Will 
you  fuffer  the  affections  due  to  him  to  be 
withdrawn,  and  let  him  be  punifhed  for  ren- 
dering us  happy  ?5> 

This  ftep  of  the  Commune's  placed  Mira- 
beau  between  two  rocks,  that  of  endangering 
his  popularity,  and  that  of  giving  the  King 
room  to  fufpecl:  the  fincerity  of  his  conver- 
sion. He  very  adroitly  avoided  both  by  his 
anfwer  to  the  Deputation  :  H  What  you  have 
now  propofed  to  the  Conftituent  Body,"  faid 
he,  "  is  one  of  the  moft  important  queftions 
which  they  have  to  take  under  their  con- 
sideration. To  be  independent  of  every  other 
power  but  that  of  the  laws  is  the  right  of 
every  citizen,  becaufe  that  independence  con- 
stitutes the  very  liberty  of  a  nation.  Who- 
ever has  the  right  of  refilling  ought  to  know 
where  the  duty  of  obedience  terminates.  To 
this  principle  we  all  owe  our  fafety.  But 
there  may  doubtlefs  be  exceptions  to  the  moft 
general  rules.  The  Royal  Family  are  infe- 
parable  from  the  Throne,  and  were  the  Mem- 
bers of  that  Family  to  dare  to  oppofe  the 
laws,  they  might  perhaps  be  eafily  ruled  by 

their 
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their  Chief,  who,  by  tranfmitting  great  hopes 
to  them,  has  a  right  to  impofe  upon  them 
great  duties.  Fear  not  that  the  Monarch 
who  repairs  the  errors  of  Kings  can  be  for- 
ftken,  be  the  conduct  of  thofe  about  him 
what  it  may.  A  great  nation  is  become  his 
family.  His  name,  joined  with  that  of  the 
Nation  and  of  the  Law,  is  pronounced  in  all 
our  oaths,  and  a  lafting  order  will  proclaim 
at  once  his  happinefs  and  his  power." 

Still,  however,  the  intended  journey  of  the 
King's  Aunts  continued  the  fubject  of  dif- 
cuffion  in  the  Jacobin  Club,  and  of  the  mo- 
tions and  vociferations  of  the  Palais-Royal 
groups.    The  fermentation  of  the  populace 
and  workmen  of  the  Fauxbourgs  foon  be- 
came fo  violent  as  to  make  them  adopt-  the 
refolution,  which  they  did  on  the  19th  of 
February,  of  fending  a  deputation,  or  rather 
mob,  on  the  next  day  to  Bellevue,  to  extort 
a  promife  from  the  Princeffes  that  they  would 
not  leave  the  kingdom.    They  were  fortu- 
nately informed  of  this  immediately,  and  fet 
out  that  very  night  at  ten  o'clock. 

This  news  occafioned  great  agitation  in  the 
capital.  Barnaue  made  ufe  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  infill  with  the  greateft  infolence 
upon  the  Affembly's  immediately  taking  into 

confideration 
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confideration  a  law  to  determine  the  parti- 
cular obligations  of  the  Members  of  the 
Royal  Family.  "It  is  already  rumoured," 
faid  he,  "  that  another  perfon,  whofe  con- 
dud:  might  lead  to  the  raoft  lerious  confe- 
quences,  is  preparing  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  King's  Aunts.  Let  the  grounds  for 
thefe  reports  be  what  they  may,  the  citizens 
are  alarmed  at  them,  and  the  public  tranquil- 
lity may  be  difturbed.  Surely  at  a  critical 
moment  when  the  Nation,  experiencing  a  Re- 
volution which  is  to  regenerate  it,  calls  for 
the  affiitance  of  all  who  are  intruded  in  main- 
taining its  glory  and  profperity,  it  is  afto- 
nilhing  that  the  Members  of  a  Family  which 
it  has  loaded  with  kindnefs  mould  almofl  all 
forfake  the  public  caufe,  and  give  you  grounds 
to  confider  them  as  amongft  the  moft  dan- 
gerous adverfaries  of  the  Conftitution  it  has 
chofen.  It  is  time  to  declare  the  duties  of 
thofe,  of  whom  we  have  hitherto  only  de- 
clared the  honours  and  the  emoluments.  We 
fhould  now  know  what  engagements  are  to 
correfpond  to  that  which  fettles  in  a  family 
the  fupreme  honours  and  fole  hereditary  ma- 
giftracy,  and  whether  the  Gripping  us  air 
home,  the  carrying  of  our  cam  abroad  at 
a  moment  of  the  mofr.  prefling  need,  uneafi- 

nefs 
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nefs  fomented  and  kept  up  amongft  the  ci- 
tizens, the  encouragement  of  the  public  ene- 
mies, and  the  prolongation  of  their  refinance, 
will  for  ever  be  their  work,  and  the  only 
teftimony  of  confidence  we  can  obtain  from 
them." 

This  motion,  fupported  by  feveral  Mem- 
bers of  the  Cote-Gauche,  produced  a  great 
agitation  in  the  Aflembly,  and  was  followed 
by  a  Decree,  by  which  the  Committee  of 
the  Conftitution  were  charged  to  prefent  with- 
out delay  a  plan  for  a  Decree  on  the  obliga- 
tions which  ought  to  be  laid  upon  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  reigning  Family,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  take  into  conlideration  whether,  at 
critical  junctures,  the  citizens  may  be  pre- 
vented from  leaving  the  kingdom. 

At  this  moment  of  effervefcence,  letters 
were  received  from  the  Department  of  the 
Gard,  informing  the  AiTembly  that  the  moll: 
alarming  counter-revolutionary  commotions 
had  broken  out  in  the  town  and  diocefe  of 
Uzes  ;  that  1700  rebels  had  made  themfelves 
matters  of  the  town  of  St.  Anibroix,  and 
had  di farmed  all  the  citizens ;  that  the  Na- 
tional Guards  of  Jales,  Banes,  Berias,  and 
other  places,  had  joined  to  fupport  the  re- 
bellion ;  that  an  army  of  30,000  men  threat- 
ened 


V 


Feb.  1791.]      FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  349 

ened  the  Department  ;  that  at  Uzes  a  fqua- 
dron  of  the  regiment  of  Loraine  having  been 
called  upon  to  mount  their  horfes  to  difperfe 
a  mob,  which  had  gathered  at  the  found  of 
the  alarm-bell  on  the  Efplanade,  the  mutineers 
had  fired  upon  the  troop;  that  one  of  the 
dragoons  had  had  his  Ihouldcr  broken,  and 
that  another  had  been  run  through  the  body 
with  a  bayonet.    The  Reporter  (Vouland ) 
imputed  thefe  troubles  to  the  inflammatory 
writings  fent  from  Paris,  and  chiefly  to  a 
letter  written  by  M.  de  Bethizy,  Bifhop  of 
Uzes,  to  his  Grand  Vicars,  who  had  circu- 
lated it  profufely  *.     This  lettter,  written 
immediately  after  the  famous  Sitting  of  the 
4th  of  January,  gave  an  exact  account  of  the 
mofl  interefting  particulars.     The  Deputy 
who  denounced  it  having  faid  that  he  had  a 
copy  of  it,  feveral  Members  defired  that  it- 
might  be  read.    Every  fentence  of  it  was 
followed  by  applaufe,  and  the  words  That  is 
true,  that  is  true>  were  repeatedly  heard. 
Thefe  atteflations  and  applaufes,  which  came 
from  the  Cote-Droit,  embarraffed  as  well  as 
provoked  the  Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche, 
and  enraged  the  patriots  of  the  Galleries. 


*  Appendix,  No.  xiv. 
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Out  of  doors,  and  among  the  groups,  they 
talked  of  cutting  off  theBilhop  of  Uzes's  head, 
and  of  hanging  him  at  the  lantern.     It  was 
fortunate  for  him  that  he  had  ftaid  at  home 
that  day ;  for  had  he  been  in  the  AlTembly, 
he  certainly  could  not  have  left  it  without 
great  danger.    The  patriots  in  their  ftupid 
rage  had  abfolutely  refolved  to  pillage  or 
burn  the  Hotel  dyUzes,  fuppofing  it  to  be 
an  appertenance  of  the  Bifhopric,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  they  were  made  to  underftand 
that  the  Duke  d'Uzes  and  the  Bifhop  d'Uzes 
were  not  the  fame  perfon.    As  to  the  Affem- 
bly,  they  contented  themfelves  with  decree- 
ing that  a  fufficient  force  mould  be  fent 
without  delay  into  the  Department  of  the 
Gard  to  reftore  order,  and  that  all  the  papers 
relative  to  this  affair  fhould  be  fent  to  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  to  make  a  report  of 
them  the  next  day  at  the  opening  of  the  Sit- 
ting.   In  this  report  no  mention  was  made 
of  the  Bifhop  of  Uzes,  nor  of  his  letter. 
The  Committee  only  propofed  to  fend  with 
the  troops  five  Commiftioners,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  King,  and  authorifed  to  concert 
with  the  Magi  ft  rates  of  the  Department  of 
the  Gard,  and  of  the  neighbouring  Depart- 
ments, to  take  whatever  meafures  they  fhould 

judge 
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judge  proper  to  fupprefs  difbrder,  and  infure 
the  execution  of  the  laws. 

On  the  day  that  this  Decree  was  patted,  it 
was  rumoured  that  Monsieur,  the  King's 
Brother,  alfo  intended  to  leave  Paris,  ac- 
companied by  Madame.  It  was  to  this 
Prince  Barnave  alluded  in  his  motion. 
An  immenfe  mob,  chiefly  compofed  of 
women,  fet  out  for  the  Luxemburg,  and  a 
large  detachment  of  them,  after  fome  flight 
refinance,  made  their  way  into  the  Palace, 
and  were  introduced  into  Monsieur's 
apartments,  where  they  expreffed  the  un- 
eafinefs  of  the  people,  and  folicited  him  not 
to  go  away.  Monsieur  declared  to  them 
that  it  never  had  been  his  intention  to  fepa- 
rate  himfelf  from  the  King,  and  that  he 
never  would  quit  his  Majefty.  So  folemn  an 
affurance  excited  the  livelier!:  acclamations  of 
joy;  and  Monsieur  immediately  fettingout 
with  Madame  to  go  to  the  Tuileries,  was 
accompanied  thither  by  the  whole  mob. 

While  the  courts  and  garden  of  the  Tuil- 
eries refounded  with  the  (houts  of  the  mul- 
titude, and  the  National  Guards  were  march- 
ing by  companies  to  the  Palace  to  keep  the 
peace,  a  letter  from  the  Municipal  Offi 
of  Moret,  a  little  borough  a  few  miles  be- 
yond 
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yond  Fontainebleau,  was  received  by  the  Af- 
fembly,    informing  them  that  the  King's 
Aunts  having  arrived  there  on  the  20th,  at 
feven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  Munici- 
pality had  called  upon  the  National  Guards 
to  prevent  their  proceeding  without  paffports, 
and  had  ordered  the  gates  of  the  town  to  be 
fliut ;  but  that  thirty-three  dragoons  or  chaf- 
feurs  of  the  regiment  of  Loraine,  who  at- 
tended their  Royal  Highneffes,  having  rode 
to  the  gates  fword  in  hand,  had  caufed  them 
to  be  opened  while  the  paffports  were  ex- 
amined, and  that  Mefdames  had  continued 
their  journey.    The  paffports  counter-figned 
by  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  the 
troopers  acling  without  a  requisition,  were 
confldered  by  the  Members  of  the  Cote- 
Gauche  as  manifcft  violations  of  the  Con- 
stitution.    They  moved  that  the  letter,  or 
minute  of  the  Municipality  of  Moret  mould 
be  referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  and 
to  the  Committees  of  the  Conftitution  and  of 
Inquiry,  in  order  that  an  account  of  it  might 
be  immediately  laid  before  the  Affembly, 
which  was  accordingly  decreed.  Cliapeliev 
then  made  a  report  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Conftitution  relative  to  the  par- 
ticular obligations  of  the  Royal  Family,  and 

propofed 


Feb.  1791.]      FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  353 

propofed  a  plan  for  a  Decree.  The  AfTembly 
ordered  them  both  to  be  printed,  and  ad- 
journed the  debate. 

In  the  next  Sitting  the  AfTembly  received 
a  letter  from  the  Minifter  of  War,  in  which 
he  declared  that  he  had  given  no  orders  to 
the  Chafleurs  of  Loraine*,  and  that  he  had 
no  part  in  their  conduct  at  Morel.  It  was 
obferved  that  it  was  not  probable  that  thofe 
foldiers  would  have  marched  without  orders  ; 
that  the  officer,  whoever  he  was  who  had 
given  that  order,  was  guilty,  and  that  he  was 
the  perfon  to  be  enquired  for.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly moved  to  refer  the  Minifter's  letter 
to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry.  Mirabeau 
contended  that  the  reference  already  made  of 
this  bufinefs  to  the  three  united  Committees 
was  fufficient  to  authorife  them  to  inquire  by 
whom  the  order  in  queftion  was  given. 
"  There  is  no  need  for  an  order  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,"  cried  M.  de  Montlofier.  "I  am 
convinced  that  every  brave  foldier  attached 
to  the  King  and  Royal  Family  would  be 
eager  to  mow  marks  of  refpeA  and  fidelity 

*  They  were  not  the  Chafleurs  of  Loraine,  but  thofe 
of  Hainaut,  who  efcorted  the  King's  Aunts  to  Morel, 
and  who  cauied  the  gates  of  the  town  to  be  opened  for 
them. 

Vol.  in.  A  a  tn 
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to  his  Majefty's  Aunts.  I  therefore  move 
the  previous  queftion ;  and  if  that  be  not 
agreed  to,  I  {hall  move  a  vote  of  thanks  and 
efteem  to  the  troops  of  the  line." — Such  is 
the  character  of  the  French  Cheva- 
liers; but  as  unfortunately  they  had  not  the 
majority  in  the  AfTembly,  the  motion  for  the 
order  of  the  day  made  by  Mirabeau  was 
carried. 

This  had  fcarcely  taken  place  when  the 
Prefident  read  a  letter  to  the  Affembly  which 
he  had  juft  received  fromiVf.  de  Left  art,  ac- 
companied with  a  minute  of  the  Commune 
of  Arnay-le-Duc,  where  the  King's  Aunts 
were  flopped  by  the  people,  and  with  a  let- 
ter from  their  Royal  HighnefTes  addrefTed  to 
the  Prefident  of  the  AfTembly.  The  Tub- 
ftance  of  the  Mihifler's  letter  was,  that  the 
King  confidered  the  obftacles  experienced  by 
his  Aunts  as  an  infringement  on  the  liberty 
of  citizens  ;  and  as  it  was  his  Majefty's  part 
to  protect  equally  the  liberty  of  all,  he  de- 
fired  that  the  National  AfTembly  would  re- 
move the  doubts  upon  which  the  Commune 
of  Arnay-le-Duc  had  proceeded. 

The  letter  from  the  King's  Aunts  expreffed 
the  fame  defire,  but  in  terms  fo  eonftitu- 
tional,  that  it  was  not  doubted  that  in  writing. 

it 
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it  they  had  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  guided 
by  the  advice  of  Count  Louis  dc  Narbonne, 
Chevalier  d'Honneur  to  Madame  Adelaide. 
It  was  even  generally  thought  that  his  ftyle 
appeared  in  the  following  paffage  :  Being 
according  to  the  law  only  citizens,  and 
wijhing  to  be  confidered  only  as  Jiich,  we 
did  not  think  it  right  to  pretend  to  any 
kind  of  di/iinclion.  But  the  title  of  citi- 
zens gives  us  the  right  of  all  citizens, 
which  we  claim  with  the  whole  force  of  li- 
berty, and  with  confidence  in  thejujiice  of 
the  AJfembly. 

It  appeared  by  the  minute  that  the  Muni- 
cipality having  examined  their  Royal  High- 
neffes*  paffports,  had  agreed  that  they  might 
continue  their  journey ;  but  that  the  people 
had  collected  and  oppofed  it,  declaring  that 
they  would  investigate  the  bufinefs  ;  that  in 
confequence  the  Municipality,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  138  of  the  inhabitants,  had  taken 
the  matter  into  confideration,  and  had  re- 
folved  that  it  mould  be  referred  to  the  De- 
partment; and  that  in  the  mean  time,  inftead 
of  giving  their  Royal  Highnefles  the  poft- 
horfes  they  required,  they  mould  have  a  guard 
for  their  fafety,  and  to  prevent  their  being 
molefted. 

A  a  2  The 
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The  reading  of  this  was  followed  by  long 
debates.  The  Abbe  Maury  itrongly  infilled 
on  the  neceffity  of  folemnly  difapproving  the 
anti-conftitutional  infuFre&ion  of  the  Com- 
mune of  Arnay-le-Duc,  which  was  alfo  the 
opinion  of  fome  Members  of  the  Cote- 
Gauche.  Mirabeau  propofed  the  following 
Decree  :  <<  The  National  Affembly,  con- 
"  fidenng  that  there  was  no  law  of  the 
"  kingdom  by  which  the  King's  Aunts 
"  were  retrained  from  the  freedom  of  tra- 
"  veiling,  declare  that  there  are  no  grounds 
"  to  deliberate  upon  the  minute  of  the 
"  Commune  of  Arnay-le-Duc,  and  refer  the 
"  bufinefs  to  the  Executive  Power." 

The  majority  of  the  Cote-Gauche  broke 
out  into  the  moft  violent  murmurs,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  fupreme  law  of  the  fafety  of 
the  people  againfr.  the  journey  of  the  King's 
Aunts.  "  The  fafety  of  the  people,"  re- 
plied Mirabeau  haughtily,  "  is  above  all 
things  concerned  in  there  beino-  no  feu?- 
gling  for  opinions  when  the  public  welfare 
requires  a  perfect  unity  of  actions  and 
will.  The  public  fafety  is  not  concerned 
about  the  fleeping  of  the  King's  Aunts 
three  or  four  days  more  or  lefs  upon  the 
road,  Their  journey  is  perhaps  impru- 
dent 
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dent,   impolitic,   but  is  no  breach  of  the 

Alexander  Lamelh,  feconded  by  his  bro- 
ther and  Barnave,  propofed  feveral  times 
that  without  permitting  any  obftacle  to  be 
given  to  the  journey  of  the  King's  Aunts, 
the  Prefldent  fhould  be  charged  to  entreat 
his  Majefty  to  weigh  it  in  his  mind  whether 
he  ought,  under  the  prefent  circumltances, 
to  permit  his  Aunts  to  leave  the  kingdom. 

"  Europe  will  be  very  much  aftonifhed," 
faid  M.  Menou  facet ioufly,  "  to  hear  that 
the  National  Affembly  fpent  four  hours  in 
difcuffing  the  departure  of  two  ladies,  who 
prefer  hearing  mafs  at  Rome  to  hearing  it  at 
Paris."  This  obfervation  was  extremely  ap- 
plauded, and  gained  the  majority  of  the 
Affembly  for  the  Decree  moved  by  Mira- 
heau. 

The  Jacobins  did  not  fubmit  to  be  over- 
come. In  the  evening  their  agents  collected ' 
an  immenfe  mob,  whom  they  led  to  the 
Tuileries,  to  demand  from  the  King  himfelf 
an  order  to  prevent  his  Aunts  from  effecting 
their  purpofe  of  leaving  France.  On  the 
approach  of  this  multitude,  the  iron  gates 
and  the  doors  of  the  palace  were  fhut,  The 
Mayor  and  Municipal  Officers  attended,  and 

A  a  3  exhaufted 
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exhaufted  their  eloquence  in  vain  to  prevail 
upon  the  populace  to  difperfe.  At  fix  o'clock 
the  crowd  in  the  garden  being  considerably 
increafed,  a  numerous  detachment  of  the 
National  Guard  was  marched  in,  who  di- 
viding the  mob,  and  preffing  them  towards 
the  different  outlets,  fucceeded  in  clearing 
the  garden.  At  eight  all  was  nearly  quiet, 
but  the  ftreets  were  lighted  up  the  whole 
night  through. 

There  is  yet  to  be  added  to  the  fcandals  of 
this  day  the  pretended  confecration  of  the 
would-be  Constitutional  Bifliops  of  the  De- 
partments of  Finifterre  and  Laifne  (the  Ab- 
bes Expilly  and  MarollesJ.  This  facri- 
legious  act  was  confummated  in  the  chapel  of 
the  Oratoire  by  the  Bifhop  of  Jutun,  affil- 
ed by  the  Bifhops,  inpartibus,  of  Lydda 
and  Babilone. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

1 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  Conjiitution 
on  the  Obligations  of  the  Members  of 
the  Reigning  Family,  and  of  the  Public 
Funclionaries — This  Appellation  given 
to  the  King,  Jirongly  oppofed  in  the  Af- 
fembly — Eloquent  Speeches  of  feveral 
of  the  Members  of  the  Cote- Droit — A 
remarkable  Declaration  made  by  Mi- 
rabeau  —  Interejiing  Debates  on  the 
Heads  of  a  Law  relative  to  Emigra- 
tion—  Mirabeau  openly  attacks,  and 
points  out  the  Faclious  among  the  Mem- 
bers  of  the  Cote-Gauche — A  large  Mob 
of  Workmen  go  from  Paris  to  Vincen- 
nes,  and  undertake  to  demolijh  the  Pri- 
fon — M.  de  la  Fayette  follows  them  at 
the  Head  of  a  confiderable  Detachment 
of  the  National  Guards — A  Battalion 
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difobeyst   and  infults  him— The  Mob 
difpeifed,  and  the  Ringleaders  arretted 
—Infurreclion  in  the  Fauxbourg  St. 
Antoine  againft  the  National  Guard— 
Many  Gentlemen  uneafyfor  the  King's 
Safety,  fly  to  the  Palace  with  Arms 
concealed  in  their  Pockets— The  Jea- 
l°ufy  of  the  National  Guards  excited 
againft  them— They  are  infulted—Bif- 
gufting  Conduct  of  M.  de  la  Fayette— 
M.  de  Bouille,  informed  by  the  King  of 
Mirabeau's  Plan,  approves  and  pro- 
mifes  tofujiport  it — Interview  between 
Mirabeau  and  M.  de  la  Fayette — A 
Letter  from  the  latter  to  M.  de  Bouille 
—Mandate  of  the  Archbijliop  of  Sens. 

1  HE  important  queftion  which  arofe  on  the 
departure  of  the  King's  Aunts  (Mefdames ) 
relative  to  the  particular  obligations  which 
ought  to  be  laid  on  the  Royal  ,Family,  could 
not  be  conftitutionaUy  treated  according  to 
the  principles  already  decreed,  but  as  con- 
nected with  the  public  functions,  in  which 
any  of  its  members  might  be  engaged,  or  to 
which  they  might  be  appointed  :  and  it  was 
only  in  this  point  of  view  that  Chapelier 
prefented  it  to  the  AfTembly.  Therefore, 

inftead 
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inftead  of  a  Decree  which  the  Members  of 
the  Cote -Gauche  had  anticipated  in  their 
imagination  for  preventing  the  King's  Aunts 
from  leaving  the  kingdom,  he  only  propofed 
one  prohibiting  Public  Functionaries  from 
leaving  the  place  of  their  official  refldence. 
In  the  4th  article  it  was  faid,  "  The  King, 
zsjirft  Public  Funclionary ,  ought  to  refide 
within  reach  of  the  National  AfTembly  when 
met ;  but  when  feparated,  he  might  refide  in 
any  other  part  of  the  kingdom."  The  ar- 
ticles that  followed  obliged  the  prefumptive 
Heir  of  the  Crown  to  refide  near  the  King, 
leaving  him  at  liberty  to  travel  in  any  part  of 
the  kingdom  with  his  Majefty's  permiffion, 
but  not  to  go  out  of  it  without  being  firft 
authorifed  by  a  Decree  of  the  AfTembly, 
fanctioned  by  the  King.  In  cafe  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  prefumptive  Heir  of  the  Crown, 
the  Queen  and  the  next  Prince  in  fucceflion 
to  the  prefumptive  Heir,  of  age  and  capable 
of  fucceeding,  were  obliged  to  a  fimilar  re- 
fldenxe.  The  reft  of  the  Royal  Family 
were  only  bound  as  to  refldence  by  the  laws 
common  to  all  the  citizens.  In  order  to  al- 
lay the  difcontents  that  this  Decree  would  ne- 
ceflarily  produce,  Chajielier  adroitly  con- 
cluded it  with  an  article,  in  which  it  was 

declared 
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declared  that  the  Members  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily who  fliould  act  contrary  to  it  mould  be 
confidered  as  having  perfonally  renounced  the 
fucceflion  to  the  Throne.  He  alfo  announced 
that  the  Committee  of  Conftitution  were 
going  immediately  to  propofe  a  Decree  re- 
fpecting  the  Emigrants,  which,  though  con- 
flitutional,  would  be  applicable,  like  martial 
law,  only  to  times  of  efFervefcence,  when 
the  country  might  be  in  danger. 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  precautions  the 
Cote-Gauche  were  not  fatisfled,  and  on  the 
opening  of  the  debate  on  this  plan  for  a  De- 
cree, Barrere  propofed  another,  by  which 
not  only  the  Princes,  but  the  PrincefTes  of 
the  Royal  Family,  or  of  thofe  of  the  Princes 
of  the  Blood  Royal,  were  to  be  deprived  of 
the  liberty  of  going  out  of  the  kingdom  in 
times  of  commotion,  of  revolution,  of  war, 
whether  civil  or  foreign,  or  of  extreme  fear- 
city  of  fpecie.    The  Members  of  the  Cote- 
Droit  oppofed  both  of  thefe  plans.  They 
were  angry  with  the  epithet  of  Jirji  Pj^lic 
Functionary  given  in  both  to  the  King,  and 
with  the  fetters  thrown  upon  his  liberty. 
««  You  would  make  a  Doge  of  Venice  of 
the  King  of  France,"  cried  M.  de  la  Ga- 
UJjbniere,  "  and  the  refidence  you  impofe 

upon 


Feb.  1791.]      FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  363 

upon  him  is  a  perpetual  prifon."  M.  de 
Cazales  maintained  that  to  deprive  the  King 
of  the  command  of  his  armies,  after  having 
declared  him  Gen  raliffimo  of  them,  was  not 
only  a  Shocking  contradiction,  but  a  fure 
means  of  reducing  his  Majefty  to  a  ftate  ftill 
more  difgr^eful  than  that  in  which  almoft 
all  the  kiags  of  the  two  firft  races  had  lived. 
He  contended  alio  with  the  greate/r.  force 
againft  the  article  which  declared  the  non- 
relidence  of  the  King  to  be  an  abdication  of 
the  Crown.—"  This  article,"  faid  he,  "  is 
clearly  unconftitutional :  it  is  aimed  againft 
an  inviolability  which  you  have  decreed.  If 
the  King  can  forfeit  his  Crown,  he  may  be 
tried }  if  he  can  be  tried  he  is  not  inviolable, 
and  of  courfe  there  is  no  liberty  :  for  if  the 
Executive  Power  could  be  tried  it  would  be 
dependent ;  and  you  would  fee  ambition 
creating  factions  and  commotions.  The  Le- 
giflative  Power  would  invade  the  fupreme 
authority ;  the  Nation  would  lofe  its  rights 
and  its  liberty. — Remember  that  you  are  the 
depofitaries  of  the  will  of  a  free  people,  and 
that  it  is  peculiarly  in  the  language  of  free 
men  that  force  lignifies  virtue." 

The  Abbe  Maury  fupported  M.  de  Ca- 
zales with  great  eloquence,  infifting  on  an 

adjournment 
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adjournment  of  the  queftion.    M.  Dcfpre- 
menil  thinking  that  the  adjournment  did 
not  fufficiently  mark   the  indignation  the 
Decrees  propofed  ought  to  excite,  cxprefTed 
his  own  with  great  energy.    ««  By  what 
right,"  faid  he,  44  do  the  Committee  dare  to 
call  the  King  Public   FundionaryP  By 
what  right  do  they  propofe  to  confound  the 
Dauphin  with  men  appointed  to  fupply  the 
places  of  Deputies  to  the  National  Affem- 
bly?  I  am  not  furprifed  that  perfons  capable 
of  uflng  expreffions  fo  difrefpectful,  fo  fo- 
reign to  the  heart  of  every  good  Frenchman, 
and  fo  far  removed  from  all  the  ideas  we 
have  hitherto  entertained,  mould  propofe  to 
fubject  the  King  to  a  penalty  of  the  lofs  of 
the  throne.    This  is  a  total  dereliction  of 
principles.    Is  the  King's  perfon  inviolable? 
Is  he  facred  ?  Is  he  exempt  from  all  jurif- 
didlion  ?    From  all  penalty  ?   I  call  upon 
every  Frenchman,  upon  every  faithful  fer- 
vant  of  the  King ;  I  tell  them  that  they  can 
no  longer,  without  a  breach  of  their  former 
oath,  which  no  other  can  do  away  or  coun- 
tervail— " 

At  thefe  words  he  was  interrupted  on  the 
one  hand  by  violent  murmurs,  and  on  the 
other  by  repeated  plaudits.    The  Prefident 

attempted 
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attempted  to  appeafe  the  tumult,  but  by  a 
blundering  expreflion  encreafed  it.    **  You 
"  have  not  yourfelf  forgotten,"   faid  he, 
M  the  oath  you  took  to  be  faithful  to  the 
"  Nation,  the  Law,  and  the  King.  It 
"  would  be  a  breach  of  it  in  you  to  fay  that 
"  this  oath  could  net  have  exifted  after  that 
"  which  you  allude  to."    What  the  Prefi- 
dent  faid  was  not  what  he  meant  to  fay,  nor 
applicable  to   what  M.  Defpremehil  had 
faid.     w  That  is   not  the   point,"  cried 
the  Cote-Droit     "  It  is   the  point,"  re- 
plied the  Cote-Gauche,  and  clapped  their 
hands.    "  Vive  le  Roi  /"  then  cried  M.  de 
Montlojier  with  the  greateft  rapture.  This 
cry  being  repeated  by  the  Abbe  Maury  be- 
came general  among  the  Members  of  the 
Cote-Droit,  and  refounded  through  the  Hall. 
M.  de  Cazales  attempting  to  fpeak,  the 
Cote-Gauche  and  the  Galleries  clapped  their 
hands  to  drown  his  voice.    After  feveral 
vain  efforts  he  obtained  a  hearing,  and  fpoke 
as  follows  :  "  I  have  the  honour  to  obferve 
4  4  that  we  have  all  taken  the  oath  to  be 
44  faithful  to  the  Conftitution.   Is  it  poffible 
4<  that  the  Prefident  of  the  National  AlTem- 
"  bly  can  fuppofe  that  the  oath  is  inconflft- 
"  ent  with  the  fidelity  which  we  owe  the 

"King? 
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V  kingdom  it  may  appear ;  this  declaration, 
M  I  fay,  includes  all  places,  all  times,  all 
"  perfons,  all  feels. 7 

After  having  thus  proclaimed  this  kind  of 
manifefto  againft  the  Factions  and  gained  it 
applaufe,  Miraheau  concluded  with  moving 
the  adjournment  of  the  queflion  till  after  the 
Committee  of  the  Conftitution  mould  have 
completed  their  labours  on  the  Regency,  the 
education  of  Kings  under  age,  and  the  eligi- 
bility of  the  Members  of  the  reigning  Fa- 
mily to  public  offices.  The  Aflembly  adopted 
Mirabeau's  motion,  and  broke  up  the  Sit- 
ting. The  King  and  Queen  heard  with  de- 
light and  fenfibiliry  what  had  paffed,  and  their 
Majeflies  placed  great  hopes  upon  the  mo- 
ment when  Miraheau  mould  declare  himfelf 
fo  openly  as  to  attach  the  Royal  party  to  him. 
An  opportunity  for  this  happened  in  the 
Sitting  of  the  28th  of  February,  and  he 
feized  it  with  as  much  ability  as  energy. 
This  Sitting  is  too  interefting  to  be  palled 
over  without  an  account  of  the  principal  cir- 
cumftances  of  it. 

The  queftion  was  refpecting  a  law  on 
Emigration.  Chapelier,  the  Reporter  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Conftitution  who  had 
been  charged  to  prepare  it,  announced  that 

after 
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after  having  thoroughly  examined  whether 
the  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  whether 
the  principles  on  which  liberty,  public  order, 
and  the  refources  of  the  Kingdom  were 
founded  could  allow  of  fuch  a  law,  and 
whether  it  could  be  grounded  on  the  Decrees 
already  pafifed,  the  Committee  had  been 
compelled  to  acknowledge  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  them  to  frame  a  law  on  this  fub- 
je'dt  which  would  not  be  injurious  to  the  Confti- 
tution. "  The  more  we  inveftigated,"  faid  he, 
"  the  more  objections  did  we  find  that  were 
linanfwerable.  We  have  neverthelefs  framed 
the  plan  of  a  decree  i  we  were  bound  to  do 
it  as  you  required  it,  but  we-premife  to  you 
that  it  exceeds  the  limits  of  our  principles,  that 
it  is  really  the  fpirit  of  a  dictature.  We  beg 
the  AfTembly  to  decide  whether  they  choofe 
to  hear  it  read  or  not,  and  whether,  after  the 
obfervations  we  have  made,  they  perfift  in 
deflring  a  law  on  emigration." 

Great  debates  arofe  to  determine  whether, 
as  the  Affembly  could  not  admit  the  plan  of 
a  law  inconMent  with  the  Conftitution,  they 
ought  to  fuffer  it  to  be  read.  Some  main- 
tained that  it  was  indifpenfable  to  difcufs 
the  project  drawn  up  by  the  Committee  to 
determine  formally  the  impoflibility  of  mak- 

Vol.  III.  Bb  ing 
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ing  a  law  on  emigration,  while  others  in- 
fifted  on  the  previous  queftion,  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  fo  forth.  In  the  midft  of  this 
agitation,  Miraheau  advanced  towards  the 
Tribune,  to  which  he  was  invited  by  repeated 
clappings.  "  Within  an  hour,"  faid  he, 
*'  I  have  received  ten  notes,  the  one  half  of 
which  call  upon  me  to  profefs  the  princi- 
ples I  have  long  openly  fupported  on  the 
theory  of  emigration,  and  the  other  half  urge 
me  to  attend  to  what  has  been  repeatedly 
called  in  this  Aflembly  the  neceflity  of  cir- 
cumstances. I  requefl  in  the  fituation  in 
which  I  ftand,  that  on  an  occaflon  in  which 
it  is  requifite  for  a  friend  of  liberty,  one 
who  has  ferved  Revolutions,  and  who  has 
already  made  too  much  noife  for  his  quietr 
in  which  it  is  requifite  for  him  I  fay  to  ap- 
pear in  a  very  clear  and  decided  manner,  I 
'  requeft  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  read  a  page 
and  a  half  (few  fpeeches  are  fhorter)  of  a 
letter  addreiTed  eight  years  ago  to  the  moft 
abfolute  defpot  of  Europe.  They  who  look 
for  principles  will  find  fomething  reafonable 
in  it,  and  at  all  events  no  one  will  have  a 
right  to  queftion  me  any  more.  It  is  writ- 
ten to  Frederic  William,  now  King  of 
PrufKa,  on  the  day  of  his  acceflion  to  the 
2  throne, 
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throne,  and  I  expreffed  myfelf  thus :  "  In 
"  your  kingdom,  Sire,   men  mould  be 
"  happy.    Let  every  one,  unlefs  reftrained 
"  in  a  legal  manner  upon  private  obliga- 
"  tions,  be  at  liberty  to  leave  his  country. 
44  Give  that  liberty  by  a  formal  edict*  This 
es  too  is  one  of  thofelaws  of  eternal  truth  re- 
"  quired  by  the  force  of  things,  which  will 
44  do   you   immortal   honour,  unattended 
44  with  the  flighteft  lofs ;  for  your  people 
44  could  no  where  find  a  better  lot  than  that 
f<  which  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  be- 
44  flow  upon  them,  artd  if  they  could  be 
4  more  comfortable  elfewhere,  your  prohi- 
4  bitions  to   go   would   not   flop  them. 
1  Leave  fuch  laws  to   the  Powers  who 
4  choofe  to  make  a  prifon  of  their  States, 
4  as  if  that  were  not  the  means  of  rendering 
'  a  refidence  in  them  deteftable.    The  moft 
1  abfolute  laws  again  ft  emigration  have 

*  never  had  any  other  effect  than  that  of 

*  impelling  the  people  to  emigrate,  in  fpite 
'  of  that  propensity  of  nature,  the  ftrongeft 
4  perhaps  of  any,  which  attaches  them  to 
'  their  country.  The  Laplander  loves  the 
1  wild  climate  where  he  was  born:  how 

*  then  could  the  inhabitants  of  regions  be- 
4  neath  a  milder  Iky  think  of  forfaking 

B  b  2  44  them 
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"  them  if  the  bounties  of  Nature  were  not 
"  rendered  ufelefs  or  odious  by  a  defpotic 
?«  adminiftration  ?  Man  bears  all  that  Provi- 
"  dence  inflicts,  but  he  bears  nothing  that 
"  is  unjufr,  from  his  fellow  creatures,  and  if 

he  fubmits,  it  is  with  an  unwilling  heart. 
"  The  only  language  that  can  now  have  a 
f*  durable  fuceefs  is  that  of  Juftice  and  Rea* 
F.:*  fon  ;  and  Princes  cannot  meditate  too 
"  much  on  the  lefTon  which  Enghfh  Amc- 
"  rica  has  given  to  all  Governments,  to  be 
*]  juft  and  wife,  if  it  be  not  their  intention 
'  *  to  govern  foon  only  over  deferts,  or  to  en- 
9  counter  Revolutions." 

The  letter  excited  great  applaufe,  but  much 
more  from  the  Cote-Droit,  than  from  the 

g 

Cote-Gauche.  When  it  ceafed,  and  Mim- 
beau  could  be  heard,  he  concluded  as  fol- 
lows :  *'  I  move,  not  merely  and  iimply  to 
"  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day;  we  muft 
**  not  feem  to  fmother  in  fllence  a  circum- 
14  fiance  which  requires  a  formal  declara- 
tc  tion,  and  which  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
M  mittee  renders  very  memorable,  but  I 
"  move  for  a  decree  to  be  worded  thus: 
'*  The  National  Affembly  having  heard  the 
"  Report  of  their  Committee  of  the  Confti- 
»«.  tion,  and  conlidering  that  a  law  on  the 

"  Emigrants 
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"  Emigrants  is  incompatible  with  the  prin- 
li  ciples  of  the  Conftitution,  have  refufed  to 
"  hear  the  plan  of  a  law  on  that  fubjecl  read, 
4 •*  and  have  decreed  that  they  will  pafs  to  the 
((  order  of  the  day;  without  prejudice  never- 
* '  thelcfs  to  the  Decrees  already  palled  refpedt- 
"  ing  fuch  perfons  as  havepenftons  and  line- 

cures  paid  by  the  Nation,  and  who  are  out 
"  of  the  kingdom." 

The  clapping  was  renewed  by  the  Cole- 
Droit,  and  feveral  Members  of  the  A  IT  em - 
bly  called  for  the  queftion.  The  Cote- 
Gauche  were  filent.  At  laft  one  of  their 
Members  (Rewbell)  advanced  to  oppofe  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  fupported  by  the 
letter  which  Mirabeau  had  juft  read.  He 
did  not  attempt  to  prove  that  a  law  on  the 
fubject  of  the  Emigrants  was  not  incompa- 
tible with  the  Conftitution  :  he  only  main- 
tained that  without  fuch  a  law  there  would 
be  no  longer  a  Conftitution.  "  If,"  faid  he, 
'*  you  would  fecure  the  execution  of  your 
laws,  it  is  necefTary  that  my  neighbour 
mould  be  fubjecl  to  the  fame  duties  that  I 
am.  How  fhould  I  defend  his  poiTeftions 
with  my  perfon  and  my  blood,  if  he  flies 
far  from  mine  ?  No  fociety  can  exift  with* 
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out  reciprocal  duties,  in  times  of  war,  fire, 
plague,  and  fo  forth." 

The  Members  of  the  Cote-Droit,  little 
affected  with  the  picture  of  thefe  calamities, 
interrupted  him  with  burfts  of  laughter ; 
for  which  he  was  confoled  by  fome  ap- 
plaufes  from  the  Cote-Gauche.  Rewbell 
dwelt  fome  time  longer  on  the  fame  ideas, 
but  propofed  no  meafure. 

Merlin  cited  a  paffage  from  the  Social 
Contract ,  where  Roujfeau  fays,  that  in 
times  of  trouble  emigrations  may  be  for- 
bidden ;  and  moved  that  the  plan  for  the 
law  drawn  up  by  the  Committee  be  read  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  that  the  confider- 
ation  of  it  be  adjourned  for  eight  days.  The 
Cote'-Gauche  warmly  applauded  this  mo- 
tion, and  Muguet  de  Nanthou  fupported  it 
with  all  his  power.  He  put  the  Affembly 
in  mind  that  three  days  before,  (the  25th  of 
February)  when  the  Report  was  made  re-r 
fpecting  the  refidence  of  Public  Function- 
aries, the  Committee  of  the  Constitution  had 
formally  acknowledged  the  juftice  and  ne- 
ceffity  of  a  law  on  the  Emigrants ;  that  they 
had  engaged  not  to  delay  the  plan  of  one, 
faying,  that  fuch  a  law  Jhould  bo  as  a 

ConftU 
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Conjiitutional  law  ;  but  that  like  Martial 
Law  it  Jhould  be  applicable  only  in  thofe 
times  of  effervescence  and  danger  which 
rendered  it  necejfary.  "  Whence  then," 
added  he,  "  this  ftrange  conduct  ?  Why  this 
extraordinary  language?  Whence  this  infta- 
bility  in  the  principles  of  your  Committee? 
Having  once  changed  their  opinion  they 
may  change  it  again  j  allow  at  leaf}:  a  little 
time  for  reflection,  that  we  may  know  whe- 
ther we  ought  to  give  our  confidence  to  A/. 
CJxapelier  of  to-day,  or  to  M.  Chajielier 
of  Friday  laft." 

Shapelier  explained  this  contradiction,  by 
•faying,  that  after  a  fuller  examination  the 
Committee  had  found  tha4:  impracticable 
which  they  had  at  firfl:  thought  poflible. 
The  reading  of  the  plan  for  a  Decree  drawn 
up  by  the  Committee  was  then  called  for 
by  a  great  number  of  voices,  and  thefe  re- 
peated Ihouts  prevented  thofe  who  wifhed  to 
ipeak  from  being  heard. 

The  obilinacy  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  in 
calling  for  the  reading  of  the  plan,  having 
.compelled  the  A  (Terribly  to  order  it,  Chape- 
Her  read  it  as  follows : 

"  Art.  I.  In  times  of  commotion,  and 
upon  the  declaration  of  the  National  Affem- 
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bly,  the  following  law  fhall  be  put  in  force 
by  a  proclamation  which  fhall  be  made  in 
all  the  Departments. 

"  Art.  II.  A  Council  of  three  perfons 
fhall  be  appointed  by  the  National  Affembly, 
with  a  Dictatorial  Power,  to  be  exercifed 
folely  on  the  right  of  leaving  the  kingdom, 
and  on  the  obligation  of  returning  to  it. 
They  fhall  point  out  the  abfentees,  who  fhall 
be  held  bound  to  return  into  the  kingdom 
under  pain  of  being  treated  as  rebels,  and  no 
permiffion  fhall  be  given  for  leaving  France 
but  by  the  fame  authority." 

At  the  words  Dictatorial  Power  long 
and  violent  buzzings  were  heard  in  every 
part  of  the  Hall.  "  The  Law  confifts  but 
"  of  three  Articles,"  cried  Chapelier ;  "  fo 
"  it  will  require  no  great  ftretch  of  pati- 
"  ence  to  hear  it  out.  We  think  that  if 
"  there  can  be  one  at  all  it  mull  be  this  j 
"  for  none  elfe  can -be  executed.  I  pro- 
"  ceed. 

"  Art.  III.  They  who  fhall  not  be  obe- 
dient to  the  prefent  Law  fhall  forfeit  all  the 
rights  of  a  French  Citizen,  and  be  declared 
incapable  of  holding  any  office,  and  their 
income  and  eftates  fhall  be  confifcated." 

The  agitation  and  murmurs  were  redou- 
bled. 
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bled,  and  the  previous  quefticn  was  almoft 
every  where  called  for,  while  a  few  voices 
were  heard  for  the  adjournment.  In  the  midit 
of  the  tumult  Mirabeau  rofe,  and  in  fpite  of 
the  clamours  of  the  Cote-Gauche  obtained  a 
hearing. 

"  As  the  formation  of  the  Law  is  irre- 
concileable  with  all  kind  of  excefs  whatever, 
the  excefs  of  zeal  is  as  little  calculated  as 
any  other  to  prepare  it.  The  Law  is  not  to 
be  made  by  indignation  ;  it  is  reflection,  it 
is  juftice,  it  is,  above  all,  juftice  by  which  it 
ought  to  be  directed.  You  have  not  paid 
your  Committee  of  Conftitution  the  fame 
honour  that  the  Athenians  paid  to  Arijiides, 
when  they  left  him  the.  judge  of  the  mora- 
lity of  the  plan  which  he  propofed  ;  but  the 
murmurs  which  were  heard  at  the  reading 
of  the  project  of  the  Committee  mows  that 
you  were  as  good  judges  of  that  morality  as 
/Irijiides,  and  that  you  did  well  in  referv- 
ing  the  decifion  of  it  to  yourfelves.  I  will 
not  do  fuch  injuftice  to  the  ArTembly  as  to 
fuppofe  it  neceffary  to  demonftrate  that  the 
three  Articles  propofed  by  the  Committee 
might  have  found  a  fuitable  place  in  the 
Code  of  Draco,  but  can  never  appear  among 
the  Decrees  of  the  National  Affembly  of 

France. 
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France.  What  I  would  undertake  to  de~ 
monltrate  perhaps,  if  the  dilcuflion  turned 
to  that  view  of  the  queftion  is,  that  the  very 
barbarity  of  the  law  propofed  to  you  is  the 
hig'heft  proof  of  the  impracticability  of  a 
Law' on  Emigration. M- — (Here  a  part  of  the 
Cote-Gauche  cried,  No  !  No !  while  the 
reft  of  the  Affembly  applauded*)  '*  I  am  not 
ignorant  that  there  are  extreme  cafes,  that 
there  are  critical  ntuations  in  which  mea- 
fures  of  policy  are  indifpenfably  necelFary 
even  againft  principles,  eve-n  againft  efta° 
blifhed  laws  :  it  is  the  dictatorfhip  of  necef- 
fity  ;  but  immenfe  is  the  diftance  between  a 
meafure  of  policy  and  a  law.  A  law  upon 
emigration  is,  I  repeat  it  to  you,  a  thing  out 
of  your  power,  becaufe  it  is  impracticable. 
It  has  been  proved  by  the  experience  of  all 
ages,  and  of  all  Governments  upon  the 
earth,  that  with  power  the  rnoft  defpotic, 
the  moft  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  Bitfi- 
ri)esi  fuch  a  law  has  never  been  enforced, 
becaufe  it  cannot  be  enforced.  I  declare 
that  I  mould  confider  myfelf  as  abfolved 
from  my  oath  of  fidelity  to  thofe  who  could 
be  fo  infamous  as  to  appoint  a  dictatorial  com- 
miflion."  Here  violent  murmurs  arofe  from 
a  party  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  which  were 
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drowned  by  the  clapping  of  the  Cote-Droit, 
"  Gentlemen,"  continued  Mirabeau,  "the 
popularity  I  wifh,  and  of  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  enjoy  my  (hare,  is  not  a  fee- 
ble reed,  but  an  oak,  whofe  roots  I  would 
have  moot  far  into  the  ground  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  into  the  firm  bafes  of  the  principles  of 
reafon,  juftice,  and  liberty.  I  mould  be  dis- 
honoured in  my  own  eyes,  if  at  any  mo- 
ment of  my  life  I  ceafed  to  repel  with  in- 
dignation the  right,  the  pretended  right  of 
making  a  law  of  this  kind.  But  let  me  be 
underftood,  I  do  not  mean  a  provisional  mea- 
fure,  a  meafure  of  policy,  but  a  law  on  emi- 
gration, againft  emigrants.  I  fwear  I  will 
obey  it  in  no  cafe  if  it  pafs." 

Thefe  laft  words  produced  a  violent  cla- 
mour in  the  Cote-Gauche,  where  Lameth, 
Barnave,  and  their  adherents  were  placed. 
Mirabeau  treated  it  with  a  look  of  con- 
tempt, and  repeated  the  plan  for  a  Decree 
which  he  had  already  moved.  None  of  the 
Speakers  of  the  Cote-Gauche  undertook  to 
reply  to  him  j  but  Vernier,  one  of  the  mofl 
moderate  among  them,  only  obferved,  that 
all  the  Departments  complained  of  emigra- 
tion, that  all  demanded  a  law  on  that  fub- 
ject  j  that  fuch  a  law  had  long  been  talked 

of 
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of  in  the  Alfembly,  and  formally  promifed 
by  that  very  Committee  who  had  prefented 
lb  barbarous  and  ridiculous  a  plan,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  adopt  it.  ««  Gentlemen," 
added  he,  encouraged  by  the  applaufes  which 
the  Cote -Gauche  lavtfhed  upon  him,  "  \  fee 
you  are  led  away  by  a  very  extraordinary 
mode  of  proceeding.  We  are  told  it  is  im- 
poffible to  make  a  better  law ;  but  we  muft 
not  be  frightened  at  the  word  Impofjikility. 
I  fee  none  at  prefent,  but  that  of  adopting  the 
plan  which  the  Committee  has  prefented  to 
you,  and  I  vote  for  its  being  difpofed  of  by 
the  previous  queftion.  But  to  be  very  certain 
that  it  is  not  polTible  to  make  a  better  law, 
we  muft  take  a  nearer  view  of  it,  and  on  this 
ground  I  move  that  it  be  referred  for  examina- 
tion to  every  one  of  the  Committees  of  the 
Alfembly,  who,  after  having  examined  it 
leparately,  fhall  unite  in  commiftions." 

The  previous  queftion  on  the  project  pre- 
fented by  the  Committee  was  called  for  from 
every  quarter  of  the  Hall,  and  it  was  una- 
nimoufly  rejected.  The  motion  for  a  refer- 
ence to  the  different  Committees  was  not  fup- 
ported  in  the  lame  manner.  The  Cott* 
Gauche  maintaining  that  this  was  a  motion 
of  adjournment,  infilled  that  it  fhould  ftand 

before 
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before  Mirabeau's,  which  the  Cote-Droit 
imanimoufly  contended  fhould  have  the  pre- 
cedence. After  very  tumultuous  debates,  it 
was  decided  in  favour  of  Vernier's.  The 
previous  queftion  was  then  called  for  on  this 
motion  by  feveral  Members  of  the  Cote- 
Droit,  and  oppofed  by  the  clamours  of  the 
Cote-Gauehe.  Mirabeau  attempting  to 
fpeak,  Goufiil  de  Prefeln  chofe  to  anfwer 
him  before  he  had  faid  a  word:  "  By  what 
"  title,"  faid  he,  '*  does  M.  Mirabeau  here 
"  exercife  the  Diclatorfhip  ?"  A  great  many 
Deputies  of  all  parties  leaving  their  places, 
ran  into  the  middle  of  the  Hall  fpeaking  all 
at  once.  The  Prefident  did  not  know  who 
to  attend  to.  "  I  have  but  three  words  to 
fay,  Mr.  Prendent,"  cried  Mirabeau  from 
the  tribune  which  he  had  afcended;  "  I  beg 
the  gentlemen  who  choofe  to  interrupt  me  to 
recollect,  that  I  have  all  my  life  contended 
againft  defpotifm,  and  to  be  perfectly  affured 
that  I  will  to  the  end  of  my  life  contend 
againft  it."  The  Cote-Droit  applauded,  and 
fome  voices  from  the  Cote-Gauche  cried  : 
It  is  not  true,  you  exercife  it. — Mirabeau 
continued  :  "I  alfo  beg  M.  Goujiil  to  re- 
member that  he  was  formerly  miflaken  in 
the  Cataline,  w ho fe  Dictator fliip  he  at  pre- 

fent 
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fent  oppofes,  I  now  befeech  the  Aflembly 
to  confider  that  the  infertion  of  the  word  ad- 
journment into  a  motion  containing  feveral 
other  proportions,  is  not  enough  to  change 
it  into  a  fimple  motion  of  adjournment.'*— - 
The  Cote- Gauche  were  agitated,  and  mur- 
mured.— "  It  is  not  enough  to  blend  feveral 
proportions,  and  cover  them.'1 — The  mur- 
murs here  became  more  violent. — "  Silence 
thofe  thirty  voices"  continued  MirabeaU 
in  the  rnofl  commanding  tone :  "It  is  not 
enough,  I  fay,  to  amalgamate  feveral  propo- 
rtions, and  drefs  them  up  under  the  name  of 
adjournment  to  obtain  for  them  a  pure  and 
fimple  adjournment.  The  order  of  the  day, 
as  moved  by  me,  is,  I  think,  better  than 
M.  Vernier's  motion,  to  which,  if  the  Af- 
fembly  incline  to  adopt  it,  I  move  this  amend- 
ment, that  it  be  decreed  that  between  this 
time  and  the  expiration  of  the  adjournment 
there  mall  be  no  riot." 

Some  murmurs,  lower  and  more  concealed 
than  the  preceding  ones,  were  again  mingled 
with  the  repeated  applaufes  which  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Cote'-Droit  beftowed  on  Mira- 
beau;  but  the  looks  of  the  thirty  fatlious 
leaders  whom  he  apoftrophifed  were  much 
fallen.    They,  no  doubt,  dreaded  that  Mi- 
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rabeau  having  unmaiked  the  fecret  of  their 
number,  would  alfo  unmalk  the  fecret  of 
their  plots.  Not  one  of  them  fpoke :  they 
contented  themfelves  with  fecuring  by  their 
votes  the  majority  for  the  motion  oppofed  by 
Mirabeau,  and  which  was  finally  decreed  in 
fpite  of  the  warm  remonftrances  of  the 
Cote- Droit. 

That  thefe  details  may  not  appear  too  mi- 
nute, we  muft  keep  in  view  that  this  Sitting, 
in  which  Mirabeau,  attacking  openly  the 
factious  leaders  of  the  Revolution,  rallied 
about  him  all  the  members  of  the  Royal 
Party  without  lofing  his  popularity,  was  alfo 
the  laft  in  which  he  took  any  part  that  could 
be  faid  to  be  remarkable. 

The  fame  day  (February  28)  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  other  events  too  important  to  be 
pafTed  over  in  filence.  In  the  morning  a 
great  number  of  workmen  went  in  a  riotous 
manner  to  Vincennes,  declaring  their  inten- 
tion of  demolifhing  the  State  Prifon  there, 
which  the  A  (Terribly  had  authorifed  the  Mu- 
nicipality of  Paris  to  repair,  for  the  purpofe 
of  receiving  a  part  of  the  prifoners  who 
were  crouded  in  the  prifons  of  the  capital. 
The  rioters,  on  their  arrival,  proceeded  im- 
mediately to  the  tower,  and  after  deftroying 
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the  furniture,  the  gates,  windows,  and  bars* 
which  had  been  ju ft  repaired,  they  began  to 
demoliih  the  parapets  and  the  platform.  At 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,    M.  de  la 
Fayette  ordered  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms, 
and  afTembled  a  large  detachment  to  repel 
this  attempt.    The  battalions  of  the  Faux- 
bourg  St.  Antoine,  at  the  inftigation  of  San- 
terre,  murmured  loudly  againft  this  expedi- 
tion, and  mowed  the  greateft  repugnance  to 
joining  in  it.    M.  de  la  Fayette  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  attend  at  that  moment  to 
this  act  of  difobedience,   and  marched  to 
Vincennes  with  his  army,  accompanied  by 
the  Municipal  Officer.     The  latter,  when 
they  arrived  at  the  draw-bridge  at  the  head 
of  the  column,  found  the  court  of  the  caftle 
filled  with  a  mob  of  about  4000  pe'rfons, 
whom  they  ordered  to  retire  immediately. 
This  order  being  repeated,  and  fupported  by 
a  large  detachment  of  cavalry,  was  obeyed 
in  lefs  than  five  minutes. 

As  the  General  was  arranging  his  troops, 
the  cry  of  Down  with  La  Fayette,  feveral 
times  repeated  by  the  ChafFeurs  of  one  of  his 
battalions,  ftruck  his  ear.  Fortunately  for 
him  he  did  not  appear  to  be  the  leaft  difcon- 
certed  by  it ;  but  advancing  boldly  to  the 
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battalion  from  which  the  cries  had  proceeded, 
he  ordered  all  who  did  not  choo'fe  to  defend 
the  laws  to  leave  the  ranks.  Not  a  man  ftir- 
ring,  he  declared  in  a  very  forcible  tone  that  he 
who  did  not  obey  mould  be  immediately 
punimed. 

The  demolition,  however,  was  ftill  carried 
on.  The  workmen  anfwered  the  fummons  to 
come  down  only  by  threats.  They  even  rung 
the  alarm  on  the  bell  hung  at  the  extremity  of 
the  tower  ;  upon  which  a  Municipal  Officer 
went  up,  accompanied  by  the  Commander 
of  a  battalion  and  a  great  number  of  volun- 
teers, and  after  fome  refinance  fucceeded  in 
clearing  it  of  the  workmen,  and  arretted 
fixty-four  of  the  mutineers  moft  obftinately 
bent  on  the  demolition  of  the  prifon.  M.  de 
la  Fayette  then  left  a  numerous  detachment 
in  the  caftle  to  prevent  new  enterprifes,  and 
fet  out  with  his  army  for  Paris.  The  pri- 
foners  were  in  the  centre :  two  ftrong  de- 
tachments of  cavalry  formed  the  van  and 
rear  guards.  The  infantry  marched  in  four 
columns,  and  the  wings  were  flanked  by  fe- 
veral  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  malecontents  of  the  Fauxbourg  St. 
Antoine,  who  had  not  dared  to  oppofe  the 
march  of  the  army,   thought  themfelves 
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ftrong  enough  to  prevent  their  return,  and 
faw  nothing  but  patriotifm  in  it,  without 
fufpe&ing  that  the  motives  of  thofe  who  ;n- 
ftigated  them,  and  particularly  Santerre, 
could  only  be  to  rob  M.  de  la  Fayette  of 
his  popularity.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Pa- 
ri fi  an  army  found  the  Barrier e  du  trone 
fhut,  and  guarded  by  an  immenfe  crowd, 
armed  with  every  fort  of  weapon,  who 
feemed  to  intend  to  refcue  the  prifoners,  and 
to  prevent  the  National  Guard  from  re-enter- 
ing Paris.  However,  a  body  of  troops,  com- 
pofed  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  with  the  ar- 
tillery, foon  opened  the  gate,  and  difperfed 
this  mob.  Some  of  the  troopers  were  alTail- 
ed  with  ftones  thrown  by  the  people.  After 
they  had  reached  the  market  St.  Antoine, 
all  plan  of  refiftance  feemed  to  be  given  up, 
and  the  army  was  advancing  without  any 
obflacle,  when  a  trooper  had  his  thigh  broken 
by  a  mot  from  a  window.  The  National 
Guards,  however,  continued  their  march, 
and  lodged  their  prifoners  in  the  Courier- 
ge?ie. 

The  extreme  fermentation  produced  by 
thefe  commotions  in  the  capital,  had  fpread 
the  greateft  alarms..  All  the  ftreets  were 
lighted.     It  was  feared  that  the  feditious 

had 
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had  formed  the  projecl  of  going  to  the 
Palace,  where  an  ill-looking  man  with  a 
hanger  in  his  belt  had  been  arretted  in  the 
morning ;  on  which  a  report  had  been  im- 
mediately fpread  that  the  perfon  was  an  af- 
faflin,   and  his  hanger  a  poniard*.  The 
fears  which  this  ftory  had  excited  for  the 
fafety  of  the  King  were  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree  by  the  commotions  of  the  day,  that 
feveral  zealous  Royalifts  flew  to  the  Palace 
with  arms  concealed  in  their  pockets,  or 
under  their  coats,  to  defend,  at  the  rifque  of 
their  own  lives,  thofe  of  the  King  and  Royal 
Family  if  they  were  threatened*    This  noble 
emotion,  which  was  always  fo  natural  to  the 
French  nobility,  was  unfortunately  attended 
with  imprudence  and  indifcretion.  Some 
young  Royalifts,  before  they  went  to  the  Pa* 
lace,  called  at  the  Palais- Royal  to  recruit 
their  numbers,  without  concealing  their  in- 
tention, and  fpoke  of  it  with  fo  little  cau- 
tion, that  the  news  of  it  foon  fpread  through- 
out the  Garden.    The  National  Guards  who 
were  there  immediately  ran  and  gave  intel- 

*  It  was  not  known  till  the  next  day  that  this  perfoa 
was  the  Chevalier  Count  de  la  T melle,  a  very  brave  offi- 
cer, enthufiaftically  attached  to  the  King,  and  anxious  to 
give  proofs  of  his  zeal. 

C  c  2  ligence 
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ligence  of  it  to  thofe  who  were  on  guard  at 
the  Palace.  "  You  are  looked  upon  then," 
faid  they  to  them,  "  as  cowards  or  as  trai- 
"  tors,  for  a  number  of  armed  perfons  are 
"  permitted  to  enter  the  Palace  fecretly,  to 
"  defend  feparately,  and  without  any  com- 
V  munication  with  you,  a  poft  confided  to 
"  you.  You  cannot  fufFer  it  without  dif- 
"  honouring  yourfelves.  It  is  not  certainly 
'*  the  King's  defire  that  you  fhould  expe- 
"  rience  this  humiliation:  this  affemblins: 
-  ■  mull  doubtlefs  be  formed  without  his 
knowledge;  denounce  it  to  him  and  com- 
"  plain." 

This  information  fo  exafperated  the  divi- 
fion  of  the  National  Guards  who  were  then 
on  guard  at  the  Palace,  that  they  charged  their 
officers  to  go  immediately  and  beg  the  King- 
to  give  orders  for  the  difarming  and  removal 
of  the  Ariftocrats,  who  had  affembled,  to  the 
number  of  about  300,  in  a  room  adjoining  his 
Majeity's  apartment.  The  King  ftrove  in  vain 
to  pacify  thofe  officers  they  became  but  the 
more  imperious  in  their  demands.  The  warmth 
and  tone  with  which  thefe  were  infifted  upon, 
convincing  the  King  that  if  they  were  re- 
jected the  maffacre  of  all  the  gentlemen  who 
had  come  to  the  Palace  would  be  the  imme- 
diate 
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diate  confequence,  his  Majefty  engaged  to 
demand  their  arms,  and  difmifs  them  in- 
ftantly. 

The  King  gave  with  forrow  and  fenfibility 
an  order  which  was  forced  from  him  by  the 
dread  of  feeing  the  blood  of  fo  many  faith- 
ful fervants  flied  before  his  eyes.  They  re- 
ceived it  with  confirmation,  and  fubmitted 
to  it.  Their  arms  were  delivered  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  who  fhut  them  up  in  a  drawer  to  have 
them  reftored  the  next  day.  It  was  at  this 
moment  that  M.  de  la  Fayette,  on  his  re- 
turn from  Vincennes,  repaired  to  the  Palace, 
learned  what  was  parTing  there,  and  eagerly 
feized  the  occafion  to  confirm  his  popula- 
rity, the  rapid  decline  of  which  might  well 
alarm  him.  He  went  then  into  the  King's 
apartment,  and  inftead  of  confining  himfelf 
to  the  fupporting  of  the  complaints  of  the 
National  Guards,  he  caufed  the  drawers  that 
contained  the  arms  that  had  been  jufl  deliver- 
ed to  his  Majefty  to  be  opened,  and  the  arms 
to  be  distributed  among  his  foldiers.  At  the 
fame  time  the  300  Royalifts,  thus  difarmed, 
were  all  flying  home,  purfued  in  a  coward- 
ly manner,  and  infulted  by  the  National 
Guards,  who  arretted  fix  of  them,  whom 
they  lodged  in  prifon,  after  treating  them 

C  c  q  moft 
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moft  fhamefully  *.  M.  de  la  Fayette 
thought  he  had  not  yet  done  enough:  he 
forced  the  King  to  give  an  order  that  in  fu- 
ture only  the  National  Guards,  who  formed 
his  Majefty -s  guard,  and  the  perfons  belong- 
ing to  his  houfehold  and  to  that  of  the  Royal 
Family,  mould  be  admitted  into  the  Palace. 
The  very  next  day  the  gates  of  the  Tuileries 
were  fhut,  and  no  ftranger  allowed  to  enter. 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  Palace  of 
the  Tuileries  began  to  afTume  all  the  marks 
of  a  ftate  prifon,  into  which,  as  was  for- 
merly the  cafe  with  the  Baftile,  only  the 
Governor,  the  guards,  and  the  fervants  were 
fufFered  to  pafs.  Nothing  but  the  hope  of 
being  foon  delivered  from  this  flavery  could 
have  made  the  King  fupport  it ;  and  in  Mi- 
rabeau's  plan  he  had  this  profpecl:.  Very 
early  in  February  his  Majefty  had  commu- 
nicated it  to  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  inform- 
ing him  at  the  fame  time  that  in  a  few  days 
he  would  fee  the  Count  de  L.  whom  Mir  a- 
beau  was  to  fend  to  confult  with  him  on  the 
means  of  its  execution,  to  the  fuccefs  of 
which  he  might  contribute.  The  King  in 
his  letter,   fpeaking  of  Mirabeau,    faid : 

if  They  were  not  fet  at  liberty  till  the  12th  of  March. 

"  Although 
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"  Although  the  character  of  this  man  is  any 
**  thing  but  refpectable,  and  although  he 
"  makes  me  purchafe  his  fervices  very  dear- 
"  ly,  I  think  they  will  be  ufeful  to  me.  It 
*'  appears  to  me  that  a  great  part  of  his  plans 
"  ought  to  be  adopted.  Still  I  am  of  opinion 
"  that  you  mould  liftcn  to  what  the  Count 
"  de  jL.  has  to  impart  to  you  from  him  with- 
"  out  opening  yourfelf  too  much,  and  tell  me 
*'  what  you  think  of  his  communication 

The  day  after  M.  de  Bouille  received  this 
letter,  the  Count  de  JL.  arrived  at  Metz,  and 
paid  him  his  firft  vifit.  He  gave  him  the 
minuteft  detail  of  Mirabeau's  projects,  of 
the  funds  he  had  already  received  from  the 
King,  and  of  thofe  he  was  to  receive  month- 
ly, of  the  number  of  Departments  on  which  1 
he  could  depend,  which  he  reckoned  to  be 
thirty-fix,  and  of  every  other  particular. 
His  plan  was  to  place  the  King  and  Royal 
Family  at  Fontainebleau,  or  at  Compiegne, 
into  the  hands  of  M.  de  Bouille,  who  mould 
repair  thither  with  his  beft  troops. 

M.  de  Bouille  approved  this  plan  the  more, 
as  on  his  fide  he  had  completely  the  fix  De- 

*  As  to  thefe  fads,  fee  the  Memoirs  of  M.  de  Bouille, 
chap.  xi. 

C  c  4  partments. 
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partments  which  were  under  his  command, 
and  was  befides  informed  by  his  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  Commanders  of  the  different 
divifions  of  the  army  fpread  oyer  the  king- 
dom, that  there  was  fcarcely  a  fingle  Depart- 
ment which  was  not  difpofed  to  declare  itfelf 
in  favour  of  Royalty  as  foon  as  the  oppor- 
tunity fliould  offer  :  but  to  imprefs  and  direct 
this  general  movement  required  fuperior  ta- 
lents, great  popularity,  a  bold  fpirit,  the 
greateft  ability,  and,  above  all,  a  character 
of  vaft  energy ;  and  in  M.  de  Bouille's  eyes 
nobody  united  all  thefe  advantages  fo  com- 
pletely as  Mirabeau.  He  confidered  even 
his  paffions,  and  particularly  his  ambition 
and  infatiable  avarice,  as  the  bell:  fureties  for 
his  fidelity  to  the  fervice  of  a  caufe  by  which 
he  had  mofl  to  gain  in  every  point  of  view. 

M.  de  Bouille  therefore  fully  approved 
Miraheaiis  plan,  and  promifed  the  Count 
de  L.  to  fecond  the  execution  of  it  with  all 
the  means  in  his  power.  He  wrote  to  the 
fame  effect  to  the  King,  and  adviled  him  to 
relinquish,  the  plan  which  his  Majeffy  had 
formed  of  going  to  Montmedy,  and  which 
he  thought  was  far  more  dangerous,  and 
had  much  lefs  probability  of  fuccefs. 

The  day  after  the  Count  de  L.'s  departure 

from 
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from  Metz,  M.  de  la  Fayette,  who  was, 
alfo  meditating  a  plan,  and  who  feared  the 
obftacles  that  might  be  thrown  in  its  way  by 
Mirabeau,  whom  he  fufpected  of  very  dif- 
ferent views,  had  a  conference  with  him  of 
three  hours,  in  which  each  endeavoured  to 
fift  the  other  without  fuffering  himfelf  to 
be  difcovered,  and  which  they  concluded 
without  advancing  a  ftep  nearer  than  they 
were  before.  It  was  impoffible,  in  fa<5r,  that 
there  could  be  the  flighteft  degree  of  intel- 
ligence between  two  men  who  fo  cordially 
detefted,  while  they  thought  they  defpifed 
each  other.  Had  they  not  been  divided  irre- 
vocably by  their  conftant  rivalry  in  ambition 
and  popularity,  they  mull:  neceffarily  have 
been  fo  by  the  immenfe  diftance  at  which 
they  were  placed,  by  the  difference  of  their 
character  and  genius,  if  however  we  may 
call  the  petty  faculties  of  M.  de  la  Fayette 
by  the  name  of  genius  %   However  that  may 

have 

*  In  an  interview  between  them,  which  had  been 
brought  about  by  their  mutual  friends  to  reconcile  them, 
Mirabeau  having  for  the  execution  of  fome  plan  propofed 
means  of  a  violent  nature,  M.  de  la  Fayette  flarted,  and 
exclaimed  :  «  Nay,  M.  de  Mirabeau,  it  is  impoffible  that 
"  a  man  of  honour  can  employ  fuch  means."  "  A  man 
ff  of  honour!"   replied  Mirabeau:   "  Ah!  M.  de  la 

"  Fayette, 
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have  been,  it  was  after  this  converfation  that 
the  Commander  of  the  Parifian  National 
Guard  wrote  to  M.  de  Bouille  the  letter  I 
fhali  here  report,  and  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  a  faithful  picture  of  the  Court,  the 
Affembly,  and  the  Capital  at  that  time,  No- 
thing is  exaggerated  but  .the  imputation 
can:  upon  the  Priefts,  and  what  M.  de  la 
fayette  fays  of  his  own  fituation.  His 
painting  this  in  fuch  fine  colours  is  owing  to 
his  feeing  it  always  through  the  prifm  of  va- 
nity. M.  de  Bouille  mowed  me  the  original 
letter,  which  he  publifhed  in  his  Memoirs, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

**  Fayette ,  I  fee  that  you  would  be  a  Grandifon  Cromwell— 

"  You  will  fee  where  fuch  a  mixture  will  lead  you."  

Another  time,  upon  a  fimilar  occafion,  M.  de  la  Fayette 
complaining  bitterly  of  the  atrocious  projects  which  were 
formed  againft  him  by  his  enemies,  and  by  Mirabeau 
himfelf,  the  latter  called  upon  him  to  explain..  Well, 
*<  then,"  replied  M.  de  la  Fayette,  "  I  tfil\  tell  you, 
"  fince  you  force  me  to  it,  that  I  was  thoroughly  ac- 
4<  quainted  with  your  intention  of  having  me  afiaffi- 
M  nated."_«I,  Sir!"—"  Yes,  Sir,  in  fuch  a  place,  on 
"  fuch  a  day,  at  fuch  an  hour;  I  was  fure  of  it."-4 
"  You  were  fure  of  it  [—You  were  fure  of  h>  M.  de  la 
"  Fayette  !  and  I  itill  alive  !— What  a  good  creature  you 
"  are  !  And  you  think  of  taking  the  leading  parts  in  a 
Revolution  !" 


"  Parte \ 
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"  Paris,  Feb.  7,  1791, 
"  It  is  a  long  time,  my  dear  coufm,  fince 
I  wrote  to  you ;  and  fince  my  converfation 
with  your  fon,"I  have  not  had  it  in  my 
power  to  give  you  any  interefting  news. — 
Paris  has  been  divided  by  factions,  and  the 
kingdom  oppreffed  by  anarchy.   The  violent 
Ariftocrats  dream  of  Counter-Revolution ; 
the  Priefts  concur  with  them  through  fana- 
ticifm ;  the  moderate  Ariftocrats  have  not 
the  courage  to  commit  foolifh  things,  but 
they  fay  a  great  many.    The  impartial  Mo 
narchifts,  and  the  politicians  of  every  degree 
of  the  Cote'-Droit,  are  only  looking  for  a 
part  to  play,  without  the  means,  phyfical  or 
moral,  of  doing  itj  and  they  too,  if  they 
fhould  become  any  thing,  would  be  Arifto- 
crats,   In  the  Cote -Gauche  you  have  a  great 
many  honeft  men  who  wait  in  fufpence ;  a 
club  of  1789,  who  lofe  themfelves  in  phi- 
lofophical  fpeculations  j  a  club  of  Jacobins, 
the  body  of  which  are  alfo  well  inclined, 
but  the  leaders  of  which  fpread  trouble  every 
where.    All  this  is  increafed  by  aflbciates  in 
the  Capital,  and  in  the  Provinces  ;  and,  un- 
fortunately, number  more  than  choice  is  aimed 
at,  becaufe  the  leaders  are  influenced  by  pri- 
vate interefts  andpaftions.  As  to  the  Minifters, 

they 
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they  are  merged  in  the  Revolution,  and  have 
no  rule  but  this,  to  yield  to  the  popular  party, 
whofe  denunciations  they  fear.  The  Cour- 
tiers are  as  heretofore,  very1  filly,  very  con- 
temptible, and  very  ariftocratic.  The  Queen 
is  refigned  to  the  Revolution,  hoping  that 
opinions  will  change  a  little,  but  dreading 
war.  The  King  only  wifhes  for  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  people,  and  the  general  tranquil- 
lity to  begin  his  own. 

"  I  have  forgotten  to  fpeak  of  myfelf.  I 
am  violently  attacked  by  all  the  party  leaders, 
who  confider  me  as  an  obftacle  not  to  be  over- 
come, and  impoffible  to  intimidate ;  and  the 
firlt.  article  of  every  vile  project  is  to  over- 
throw me.  Add  to  this  the  well-merited  ha- 
tred of  the  Ariftocrats,  and  of  the  Orleans 
party,  who  have  more  power  than  they  ap- 
pear to  have  :  add  the  rage  of  the  Lameths, 
with  whom  I  was  connected ;  of  Mirabeau* 
who  fays  I  defpifed  him  :  add  the  money 
diftributed,  the  libels,  the  difTatisfaction  I 
give  to  thofe  whom  I  prevent  from  pillaging 
Paris,  and  you  will  have  the  fum  of  all  that 
is  going  on  againft  me.  But,  except  a  few 
ardent  heads  which  are  milled,  all  well-mean- 
ing men,  from  the  pooreft  of  the  people  to 
the  higheft,  the  violent  Ariftocrats  excepted, 

are 
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are  for  me.  I  fland  well  with  the  National 
Guards,  all  but  fome  difreputable  Jacobins  ; 
for  the  honeft  Jacobins  are  for  me,  notwith-* 
flanding  my  refolution  to  go  no  more  to  their 
Club.  For  two  months  pan:  I  have  had  lefs 
communication  with  the  Court  than  ever,  be- 
caufe  it  anfwered  no  purpofe,  and  I  do  only 
what  may  be  ufeful  to  my  country ;  but  I 
fear  advantage  has  been  taken  of  my  negli- 
gence to  intrigue :  I  know  that  they  were 
ever  upon  the  point  of  being  led  into  great 
follies,  and  that  they  flopped  upon  the  brink 
of  the  precipice.  There  are  fuch  fad  people 
about  the  Queen ;  the  little  heads  of  the 
Tuileries  catch  fo  eagerly  at  hopes,  and  cal- 
culate obftacles  fo  ill,  that  it  is  to  be  feared 
they  will  fpoil  this  precious  inflrument  of 
public  order,  and  make  the  King  only  a 
means  of  private  ambition.  Such  is  the  ge- 
neral fituation ;  and  my  ideas  are  thefe : 

"  Some  friends,  and  particularly  Emeri, 
are  at  work  with  me  upon  a  plan  of  conduct 
by  which  the  Revolution  will  be  confolidated, 
the  good  bafis  of  the  Conftitution  eflablifli- 
ed,  and  public  order  reflored.  The  chief  ta- 
lents of  the  Affembly,  Mirabeau  himfelf, 
cannot  but  fupport  this  affociation,  and  it  is 
for  this  he  is  particularly  adapted.  Here  now 

then 
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then  are  Courts  eftablifhed  ;  and  the  police  of 
the  kingdoms,  the  Juries  are  decreed  j  this  is 
the  moment  to  let  our  voice  be  heard  with 
force,  propriety,  and  utility. 

"  You  have  accepted  the  coalition  which 
my  heart  and  my  patriotifm  have  offered 
you  j  you  faid  the  other  day  to  one  of  my 
friends :  *  If  La  Fayette  and  I  underftand 
one  another  well,  we  (hall  eftablifli  a  Con- 
ftitution/  I  value  your  friend  (hip  and  your 
opinion  too  much  not  to  communicate  all  my 
ideas  to  you,  and  to  requeft  yours.  A  few 
days  hence  I  will  write  to  you  more  circum- 
ftantially. 

"  My  firfl  wim  is  to  finifh  the  Revolution 
fpeedily  and  well,  to  fecure  the  Conftitution 
on  folid  foundations,  to  employ  for  that  pur- 
pofe  all  I  pofTefs  of  national  confidence  and 
perfonal  means,  and  then  to  be  nothing  more 
.  in  France,  either  in  a  civil  or  military  capa- 
city, than  an  active  citizen,  and  in  time  of 
war  your  Aid-de-camp,  if  you  will  have  me, 
without  rank  or  command.  Adieu,  my  dear 
coufin,  &c.  &c. 

M  Fayette.'3 
M  P.  S.   There  are  a  number  of  people 
whofe  heads  are  big  with  mighty  projects, 
all  the  fruit  of  petty  ambition.    I  will  give 

you 
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you  my  opinion  about  them  as  I  know  them. 
But  for  men  of  honour,  like  us,  it  is  our 
parts  to  proceed  dire&iy  and  openly  to  a  ufe- 
ful  and  known  object :  all  thofe  myfteries 
and  intrigues  are  only  fit  for  rogues,  as  all 
the  fancies  of  weak  heads  are  of  ufe  only  to 
their  enemies." 


Inftead  of  accufing  the  Priefts  of  concur- 
ring by  the  means  of  fanaticifm  in  fpreading 
commotions  and  anarchy  through  the  king- 
dom, M.  de  la  Fayette  might  have  faid 
with  much  more  truth  that  the  determined 
manner  in  which  the  robbery,  deprivation, 
and  fuperfeding  of  the  lawful  clergymen 
were  carried  on,  excited  fo  general  an  indig- 
nation, that  it  was  very  much  to  be  appre- 
hended that  religious  fanaticifm  prevailing 
over  the  revolutionary  fanaticifm  would  an- 
nihilate the  new  Conftitution ;  and  which 
no  doubt  would  have  been  the  cafe  if  thofe 
faithful  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  who  were 
profcribed, driven  from  thefe  offices,  torn  from 
the  midft  of  that  fanctuary,  and  from  the  foot 
of  thofe  altars  where  the  fimple  exercife  of 
their  duties  feemed  daily  to  revive  the  re- 
fignation  of  their  lories,  and  the  energy  of 
their  virtues,  had  not  taken  all  the  pains  in 
3  their 
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their  power  to  calm  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  to  prevent  a  civil  war  which  they  were 
accufed  of  exciting.  Thefe  pains  were  far 
more  effectual  than  the  captious  and  hypo- 
critical mandates  of  the  new  Bifhops  *,  than 

the 

*  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  quoting  the  following  paf- 
fage  of  the  Mandate  publifhed  by  Cardinal  de  Lomenie, 
on  the  fubject  of  Lent. 

"  It  is  very  grateful  to  us  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that 
it  was  of  Charity  we  took  counfel,  when  it  was  propofed 
to  us  to  take  an  oath  to  maintain  with  all  our  power  the 
Civil  Conftitution  of  the  Clergy,  decreed  by  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly,  and  accepted  by  the  King.  We  ar- 
gued that  if  we  could  do  it,  Charity  made  it  a  duty  ; 
and  reciprocally  if  Charity  made  it  a  duty,  we  could  do 
it ;  becaufe  truth  could  not  be  contradictory  to  itfelf. 
From  the  examination  we  made  of  the  Decrees  of 
the  Civil  Conftitution  of  the  Clergy,  we  found  that  we 
had  the  neceflary  authority  to  co-operate  in  the  Articles 
the  execution  of  which  was  required  of  us,  and  that  by 
our  concurrence  we  might  put  an  end  to  the  irregularities 
with  which  they  might  have  been  charged,  if  that  concur- 
rence was  not  obtained.  We  found  that  thefe  articles  left 
the  Church  in  polTeflion  of  that  proper  and  efiential  ju- 
rifdiction,  in  the  defence  of  which  the  Clergv  of  France 
deigned  formerly  to  employ  our  voice,  and  which  con- 
fining itfelf  within  its  limits  is  meant  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  the  doctrine  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  Sacra- 
ments. We  found  particularly  that  thefe  articles  were 
not  contradictory  to  the  faith  or  to  the  effence  of  reli- 
gion, fuch  as  it  was  given  to  us  by  Jesus  Christ, 

and 
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the  petty  lifts  of  conforming  priefts  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Revolutionary  Papers,  or  than 
the  calumniating  declamations  repeated  every 
day  againft  the  Clergy  in  the  Reports  made 
to  the  Affembly.  "  We  fpend  a  great  deal 
"  too  much  time  on  the  clergy,"  faid  Mi- 
rabeau  on  this  fubject  in  the  Sitting  of  the 
2d  of  March  ;  «  we  mould  at  prefent  think 
"  only  of caufing  their  penfions  to  be  paid 
"  to  them,  and  of  letting  them  go  to  fleep 
'?  in  peace." 


and  from  thefe  declfive  obfervations  we  concluded  that 
we  could  not  without  a  breach  of  charity  refuf'e  to  exe- 
cute them,  or  to  give  our  promife  to  maintain  them.  If 
it  is  written  that  it  is  better  to  obey  God  than  Man, 
when  the  commandments  of  men  are  contrary  to  the 
Divine  Law,  it  is  alfo  written  that  when  there  is  no 
fuch  oppofition,  he  who  refifts  the  Sovereign  Power  re 
ftfts  the  commandment  of  God,  &c.  &c. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 


Weaknefs  of  the  conftituted  Authorities — The 
King's  Sicknefs — Reduction  of  the  Num- 
ber of  the  Marfhals  of  France— Vitlor 
de  Broglio's  Petition-  in  favor  of  his 
Father — Marfhal  Broglio  difclaims  the 
Application — Conduct  of  the  Bifhop  of 
Autun — The  Abbe  Gob et,  Bifhop  of  Lydda, 
is  nominated  Bifhop  of  Paris — Anecdotes 
— A  Letter  from  Cardinal  Lomenie  to 
the  Pope — Conduct  of  Mirabeau — Debate 
upon  the  Regency,  and  on  the  Refidence 
of  the  King  as  Chief  Public  Functionary 
— Tumultuous  Agitation  in  the  Affem- 
bly — The  Debate  adjourned — Refumed  the 
next  Day — The  Opinion  of  the  Committee 
adopted—The  Members  of  the  Cote-Droit 
take  no  part  in  the  Decijion — Sicknefs, 
Death,  and  Funeral  of  Mirabeau — De- 
bate 
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bate  on  the  Diflribution  of  Succefjions — 
A  Difcourfe  of  Mirabeau's  on  that  Quef- 
tion  read  by  the  Bijhop  of  Autun. 

The  inhabitants  of  Arnay-le-Duc  ftill  per- 
fifted  in  detaining  the  King's  Aunts  in  fpite 
of  the  Decree  of  the  AfTembly  and  his  Ma- 
jefty's  orders,  fupported  by  the  injunctions 
of  the  Directors  of  the  Department  and  of 
thofe  of  the  DiflricT:,  and  by  the  folicitations 
of  the  Municipal  Officers  ;  for  all  the  con- 
ftituted  authorities  were  authorities  under 
fubjection  to  the  will  of  the  fovereign  people, 
who  never  obeyed  them  but  when  they  had 
the  prudence  to  order  them  to  do  what  they 
liked  to  do.  The  Patriots  of  Arnay-le-Duc 
feeing  in  the  public  papers,  that  the  journey 
of  the  King's  Aunts  was  ftill  the  fubject  of 
remonftrance  among  fome  Members  of  the 
AfTembly  and  the  populace  of  Paris,  had 
fent  Deputies  thither  to  be  informed  by  them 
whether  the  Decree  of  the  24th  of  February 
and  the  King's  orders  had  been,  or  were  to 
be  revoked,  and  their  Royal  Highneffes  were 
not  fuffered  to  continue  their  journey  till  the 
return  of  thofe  Deputies. 

In  the  Capital  as  well  as  at  Arnay-le-Duc, 
the  Department  and  the  Municipality  in  their 

D  d  2  Procla- 
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Proclamations  aflumed  much  lefs  the  lan- 
guage of  authority  than  that  of  exhortation 
and  humble  entreaty.   44  Citizens, "  faid  the 
Magiftrates  of  the  Department,  in  that  which 
they  publilhed  on  the  occafion  of  the  infur- 
rection  of  the  28th  of  February,  44  Citizens, 
"  your  fellow-citizens,  thofe  whom  you  have 
"  raifed  to  the  chief  offices  of  the  Admi- 
"  niftration,  grieved  at  the  diforders  which 
<e  have  been  paffing  in  the  Capital,  denounce 
"  the  authors  of  thofe  troubles  to  you  as  the 
"  enemies  whom  you  ought  the  moft  to  dif. 
V  truft. — See  how  guilty  thofe  men  are! 
*4  They  in  fome  manner  endanger  the  fuccefs 
44  of  the  Revolution. — They  make  ufe  of 
44  commotions  to  render  the  Conftitution 
"  odious ;  for  a  Conftitution  is  only  good  as 
ei  it  fecures  tranquillity. — They  alfo  difgrace 
,f  Liberty,  for  Liberty  does  not  confift  in 
"  acknowledging  no  authority — Obfervetoo 
"  that  the  authors  of  the  troubles  do  ftill 
<l  more  injury  to  the  poor  than  to  the  rich, 
<s  for  when  public  tranquillity   is  inter- 
"  rupted,  every  one  is  anxious  for  the  fu- 
4 1  ture,  (huts  up  his  fortune,  fufpends  his 
"  labours,   diminishes  his  expences,  and 
44  thinks  of  quitting  a  town  where  the  fafety 
f  of  every  individual  is  not  fufficiently  pro- 

44  teftcd. 
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"  te&ed  by  the  law.  Do  the  inhabitants  of 
"  Paris  require  any  other  motives  to  induce 
fi  them  to  peace  than  their  intereft  and  their 
'?  own  glory  ?  This  town  began  the  Revo- 
"  lution  by  its  courage*  :  it  muft  complete  it 
"  by  its  fubmhTion  to  the  Laws.  Let  it  fur- 
M  nifh  its  Magiftrates  with  the  means  of 
f*  repairing  its  lofTes  and  recompencing  it 
"  for  all  its  facrifices.  Public  tranquillity 
"  is,  above  all,  indifpenfable  to  encourage 
"  their  progrefs,  and  if  they  defire  it  as  a 
'*  means  of  fuccefs  in  their  important  la- 
"  bours,  they  requeft  it  alfo  as  the  mofl: 
"  pleafing  recompence  for  their  zeal  in  their 
(t  difficult  employments.,> 

The  Municipality,  Simulated  by  the  De- 
partment, ordered  the  Solicitor  of  the  Com- 
mune to  denounce  to  the  Public  Accufer  the 
crime  of  firing  at  the  trooper  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  whofe  thigh  had  been  broken 
by  a  gun-fhot,  and  alfo  the  manoeuvres  em-r 
ployed  to  inftigate  the  workmen  to  the  de- 
molition of  the  prifon  at  Vincennes :  but 
this  denunciation  was  attended  with  no  coiir 
fequences.  In  the  fame  refolution  the  Mu- 
nicipal Body  requeued  M.  de  la  Fayette, 
to  exprefs  the  gratitude  of  the  Municipal 

:;*  The  courage  of  pillaging,  burning,  and  affallinating ! 
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"  lity  to  the  National  Guard  ;  declaring 
M  neverthelefs  that  the  Municipal  Body  re- 
"  gretted  not  being  able  to  beftow  the  fame 
"  praifes  on  fome  of  the  foldiers  forming  a 
part  of  the  detachment  under  the  com- 
"  mand  of  M.  Santerre"  This  was  the 
only  punifhment  the  Authorities  dared  to 
think  of  inflicting  on  the  detachment  whofe 
conduct  had  been  not  only  diforderly  but 
feditious. 

The  King  was  fo  deeply  affected  by  the 
cataftrophe  which  clofed  the  28th  of  Febru- 
ary, that  a  few  days  after,  his  health  under- 
went a  ferious  change.  On  the  4th  of 
March  his  Majefty  was  feized  with  a  vio- 
lent increafing  fever,  accompanied  with  a 
fore  throat,  oppreffion,  and  fpitting  of  blood; 
he  continued  eight  or  ten  days  extremely  ill. 
When  all  the  alarming  fymptoms  difappeared, 
and  the  King's  convalefcence  was  announced, 
this  was  celebrated  at  Paris  on  the  17th  of 
March  by  illuminations,  and  the  Munici- 
pality refolved,  that  on  the  Sunday  following 
a  Te  Deum  mould  be  fung  in  the  Church  of 
Notre  Dame,  as  a  thankfgiving  for  the 
fpeedy  recovery  of  the  King's  health  j  and 
that  this  Te  Deum  lhould  be  followed  by  a 
general  illumination.  The  Affembly  like- 
wife 
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wife  on  this  occafion  manifefted  all  the  con- 
cern and  attention  they  owed  to  the  King. 
The  firft  day  on  which  an  account  was  fent 
to  them  of  his  illnefs,  they  refolved  that  a 
deputation  mould  go  every  morning  to  the 
palace  and  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of 
his  Majefty's  health  at  the  opening  of  every 
Sitting.  The  Prefident  in  pronouncing  the 
Refolution  very  aptly  obferved,  that  "  it 
*'  was  the  fureft  means  to  fill  the  Hall 
"  early. " 

Among  the  Decrees  paffed  by  the  AfTem- 
bly  during  the  King's  illnefs  the  moil  re- 
markable were  .: 

lft.  That  which  aboliftied  the  old  military 
fyftem. 

2dly.  That  which  fuppreffed  the  Ferine 
Generate  (or  the  farming  of  the  revenue),  and 
the  General  Administration. 

3<dly.  That  which  ordained  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  Provisional  Court  at  Orleans,  to 
try  treafons  againft  the  Nation,  till  the  for- 
mation of  the  High  National  Court. 

4thly.  That  which  reduced  the  number 
of  the  Marfhals  of  France  to  fix,  with  a 
falary  of  30,000  livres  ;  and  that  of  the 
Lieutenant  -  Generals  actually  employed  to 
thirty,  faving  the  allowance  to  be  granted  to 
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the  Marfhals  of  France,  who  were  upon  the 
exifting  eftablifhment,  but  who  were  not  to 
be  kept  in  employment,  and  which  the  Af- 
fembly  referved  to  be  afterwards  determined 
by  them. 

The  day  after  the  lalt  Decree  was  patted, 
ViBor  de  Broglio,  induced  by  a  deep  fenfe 
of  filial  piety,  very  pathetically  befought  the 
ArTembly  to  fufpend,  in  refpect  to  Marfhal 
de  Broglio,  the  immediate  effect  of  the  arti- 
cle concerning  the  rank  of  Marfhal  of 
France.  In  his  petition,  the  fpeaker  pri- 
ding himfelf  on  feeing  his  name  infcribed 
among  thofe  of  the  moft.  conftant  and  moft 
intrepid  defenders  of  Liberty,  adduced  the 
fervices  he  had  rendered  the  Revolution  as  a 
title  which  fhould  be  the  means  of  preferr- 
ing for  his  father  the  reward  of  thofe  he  had 
rendered  to  the  country.  "  He  would  never 
*'  furvive,"  faid  he,  "the  misfortune  of 
"  lofing  in  the  French  army  a  rank  fo  juftly 
"  acquired ;  and  of  undergoing  a  penalty 
"  inflicted  by  the  Nation  too  for  whom  he 
"  has  frequently  fried  his  blood,  and  a  thou- 

fand  times  expofed  his  life."  Among 
the  number  of  Marfhal  Broglio's  victories 
which  might  have  been  cited  in  fupport  of 
this  fact,  that  of  Bergen  was  the  only  one  his 

2  panegyrifl 
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panegyrifr.  mentioned,  becaufe  he  thought  it 
would  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  petition 
to  bring  to  recollection  that  the  Court  had 
recompenfed  that  important  fervice  by  a  Jig- 
nal  dif grace ;  by  an  exile  which,  -while  it 
added  to  the  glory  of  the  General  the  lujlre  of 
adverjity,  became  the fatal  term  of  the fuperi- 
crity  he  had  given  to  the  French  arms.  Vitlor 
Broglio,  paffing  afterwards  to  the  events  of 
the  month  of  July  1789,  faid  :  "lam  now 
"  arrived  at  a  period  that  awakens  all  my 
*•*  feelings,   and  for  which  I  told  you  I 

"  mould  need  your  indulgence."  The 

indulgence  of  the  Affembly  implored  for 

Marfhal  Broglio  ! — by  his  fon  !  "  Mar- 

*'  fhal  Broglio  arrived  at  Verfailles. — His 
**  firfT.  words,  words  furely  memorable,  were 
M  thefe :  *  I  fee  an  army  indeed,  but  where 
*f  is  the  enemy?'  The  Council  who  dreaded 
"  his  rigorous  virtue,  continually  afTembled 
"  in  thofe  ftormy  moments,  and  never 
"  called  him  to  their  meetings.  He  was 
ignorant  of  all  their  projects.  It  was 
from  the  public  voice  he  firft  heard  of 
"  Mr.  Necker's  departure;  and  while  he 
*  *  was  entirely  occupied  in  maintaining  order 
"  among  his  troops  and  harmony  with  the 
ft  citizens,  that  harmony  was  diflurbed  by 

44  orders 
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4t  orders  contrary  to  his,  by  hoftile  difpofi- 
**  tions  in  which  he  had  no  .part.  —  He 
"  mowed  the  King  the  neceffi ty  of  with- 
M  drawing   the  troops,   and  folicited  the 
**  order  for  it.     The  National  AfTembly 
"  made  their  wiih  known,  and  the  troops 
retired.  —  He  determined  to  accompany 
*'  them.    When  arrived  at  his  government, 
"^he  dreaded  being  an  object  of  uneafinefs 
*'  to  the  citizens  who  had  been  deceived 
*f  refpecting  his  intentions,  and  preferring 
'*  exile,  he  departed.     The  foldiers  who 
f*  accompanied  him  to  the  frontiers  could 
€'  not  reftrain  their  tears,  when  they  faw 
44  thofe  that  flowed  from  the  eyes  of  their 
44  old  General  on  the  rigorous  conduct  he 
44  prefcribed  to   himfelf.     Tranquil  and 
**  blamelefs  in  the  retreat  which  he  has 
4<  chofen,  he  deems  it  one  of  the  greateft 
*'  misfortunes  of  his  fituation  not  to  be 
f  fheltered    from    the   guilty  invitations 
'*  which  his  talents  have  feveral  times  em- 
"  boldened  the  enemies  of  the  country  to 
*'  make  to  him,  and  which  I  here  aver  have 
*'  been  lately  repeated  to  him,  with  greater 
**  importunity  and  audacity  than  ever,  by 
4t  perfons  who  make  no  fecret  of  their  in- 
4<  tentions.    With  his  ufual  franknefs  he 

'«  replied 
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"  replied  thus  to  thofe  perfidious  agents  r 
"  f  /  can  conceive  that  there  may  be  a  dif- 
"  ference  of  opinion  upon  what  is  paffing 
"  in  France,  and  that  Jo  many  changes 
"  may  be  confidered  as  an  overthrow  ;  but 
'  *  /  cannot  without  indignation  hear  of  a 
"  project  formed  by  Frenchmen  to  bear 
"  arms  againfl  their  Country  —  Go,  you 
•  "  make  me fhudder  !"* 

This  petition,  and  particularly  the  laft  ex- 
preffion,  was  generally  applauded.  The 
AfTembly  ordered  it  to  be  printed,  and  im- 
mediately decreed,  that  in  consideration  of 
the  long  and  important  fervices  of  the  Mar- 
fhal de  Broglio,  and  of  the  bad  itate  of  his 
health,  nothing  mould  be  determined  for  the 
prefent  on  the  rank  and  degree  of  Marfhal  of 
France  enjoyed  by  him,  and  in  which  they 
maintained  him  provisionally. 

A  Similar  exception  to  that  decreed  in  fa- 
vour of  Marfhal  Broglio  was  claimed  two 
days  after  for  Marfhal  de  Caflries  by  feve- 
ral  Members  of  the  AfTembly,  and  his  right 
to  it  from  his  victories  and  diftinguifhed 
fervices  was  generally  acknowledged;  but 
as  the  motion  had  been  already  made  fome 
days  before  by  M.  Malouet,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee,  the  AfTembly  thought  it 

proper 
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proper  to  poftpone  the  decifion  till  their 
Report,  and  palled  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  fentiments  and  expreffions  which 
Vitlor  de  Broglio  had  afcribed  to  his  father, 
the  humble  and  doleful  picture  he  drew  of 
him  in  his  petition,  could  not  be  well  re- 
conciled with  that  noble  pride,  that  auftere 
honour,  and  that  gentlemanlike  franknefs, 
which  diftinguifhed  the  old  General  Officers 
of  the  French  army  in  former  days,  and 
particularly  Marfhal  Broglio.  He  no  fooner 
heard  of  the  flep  his  fon  had  taken,  than  he 
difclaimed  it  with  indignation  in  a  letter 
dated  at  Treves,  which  was  inferted  in  feve- 
ral  public  papers,  and  which  he  did  not  even 
eondefcend  to  addrefs  to  him.  Had  the 
filial  piety  of  ViElor  Broglio  excited  in  him 
a  fincere  defire  to  alleviate  the  forrows  of  his 
father,  he  would  have  haftened  to  abjure  his 
errors,  and  to  change  his  conduct  entirely. 

While  Marmal  Broglio  thus  repelled  a 
Decree,  in  which  he  could  not  acquiefce 
without  allowing  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  he 
was  inclined  io  take  the  new  oath  prefcribed 
to  Public  Functionaries,  Cardinal  Bernis, 
the  Ambaffador  at  Rome,  and  the  Marquis 
de  Bombelles,  the  Ambaffador  at  Venice,  fet 
the  fame  example  in  the  Diplomatic  Corps. 

As 
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As  foon  as  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs 
heard  it,  he  announced  their  difmiffion  to 
the  Affembly,  informing  them  that  new  ap- 
pointments would  immediately  take  place. 

The  nomination  of  the  new  Bifhops  was 
carried  on  throughout  the  Kingdom  with  the 
greateft  difpatch.  That  of  the  Bifhop  of  Paris 
was  poftponed,  becaufe  M.  de  jfuigne  was 
out  of  the  kingdom,  and  it  was  necceffary 
to  wait  for  a  formal  declaration  from  him  of 
his  refufal  to  take  the  new  oath.  The  pub- 
lic opinion  and  mofl:  of  the  newfpapers  had 
at  firft  marked  out  the  Bifhop  of  Autun  or 
the  Abbe  Sieyes  for  his  fucceflbr.  But  the 
Bifhop  of  Autun  foon  declared,  that  al- 
though he  could  not  but  be  proud  to  fee  his 
name  placed  with  that  of  the  Abbe  Sieyes, 
that  he  mould  not  accept  it  even  if  he  were 
nominated.  "  I  will  not,"  faid  he,  "  give 
H.  my  enemies  an  occaflon  to  fay  that  any 
11  private  motive  could  induce  me  to  take 
"  the  oath.  I  will  leave  them  no  handle  to 
"  hurt  the  good  I  hope  to  do.  I  made  my 
It  wifhes  as  public  as  I  now  make  this  de- 
"  termination,  when  I  declared  how  much 
"  I  mould  be  flattered  by  being  one  of  the 
iS  Members  of  the  Department  of  Paris 

*  See  the  Moqiteur  of  the  8th  of  February  1791. 

His 
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His  wifhes  were  gratified ;  he  was  appointed 
a  Member  of  the  Department  at  the  fame 
time  with  Mirabeau,  his  bofom  friend,  who 
had  alfo  been  very  anxious  for  that  office,  in 
order  to  unite  all  the  means  of  influence  and 
popularity  that  could  contribute  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  plan.    It  is  more  than  probable 
that  he  had  taken  the  Bifhop  of  Autun  into 
his  confidence ;  but  whether  we  admit  or  re- 
ject  this  fuppofition,  it  remains  to  be  ex- 
plained by  what  motive  the  Abbe  de  Talley- 
rand, of  whom  any  thing  might  be  faid  but 
that  he  was  a  fool,  neither  wifhing  to  keep 
his  own  Bifhopric  or  defiring  another,  could 
determine  to  fet  the  firft  example  of  apoftacy 
.    by  an  oath  with  which  he  might  have  dif- 
penfed  by  refigning  a  few  days  fooner.  His 
opinion  on  the  Civil  Conftitution  of  the 
Clergy  was  the  fame  as  that  of  all  the 
Bifhops,  but  he  was  the  only  one  of  them 
who  voted  with  the  Cote-Gauche,  and  this 
circumftance  rendered  his  fituation  very  em- 
barrafling.    How  is  his  Revolutionary  con- 
duct to  be  reconciled  with  that  which  his 
opinion  on  the  new  oath  prefcribed  to  him  ? 
He  was  not  inclined  either  to  take  or  to  re- 
ject it;  he  wifhed  to  avoid  it.   He  therefore 
was  determined  to  give  in  his  resignation 
3  before 
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before  the  day  fixed  for  the  taking  of  the 
oath.    This  refolution  was  warmly  oppofed 
by  the  chief  members  of  his  party.  They 
reprefented  to  him  on  good  grounds,  that 
this  Itep,  to  which  his  popularity  would 
give  the  greater  weight,  would  be  confidered 
as  a  formal  refufal  of  taking  the  oath,  and 
would  do  more  harm  not  only  to  the  Civil 
Conflitution  of  the  Clergy  but  to  the  Revo- 
lution itfelf,  than  all  the  proteftations  and 
reftrictions  that  could  be  made  by  the  Billiops 
of  the  oppofite  Party ;  that  whatever  was  his 
private  opinion  upon  the  oath,  it  was  only 
to  the  execution  of  it  he  could  object,  and 
that  he  would  be  as  completely  exempted 
from  that  by  refigning  after  he  had  fworn 
as  he  would  without  fwearing.   He  was  pre- 
vailed upon  by  importunity  to  agree  to  this. 
When  he  was  feen  in  the  Tribune  defending 
the  Civil  Conflitution  of  the  Clergy,  and 
taking  the  oath,  no  one  doubted  but  that  he 
was  infincere.    He  was  openly  accufed  of  it 
by  all  the  Anti- revolutionary  Journalifts. 
His  friends  then  perfuaded  him,  that  to  re- 
pel effectually  an  accufation  which  fo  feri- 
oufly  impeached  his  honour,  it  was  indif- 
penfable,  before  he  refigned,  to  prove  by 
fome  unequivocal  act  that  he  had  fworn 

fincerely, 
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fincerely,  fothat  at  molt  he  might  be  charged 
with  an  error  only,  and  not  with  a  crime. 
This  motive  determined  him  to  write  a  public 
letter  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  Functionaries  of 
his  Diocefe,  to  inform  them  that  he  had  taken 
the  oath,  and  to  invite  them  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample. This  letter  was  inferted  in  all  the 
journals*:  he  refigned  a  few  days  after. 

When  the  confecration  of  the  firft.  Confti- 
tutional  Bifhops  was  to  take  place,  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Sens  and  the  Bifhops  of  Orleans, 
having  refolutely  refufed  to  undertake  it, 
the  Bifhop  of  Autun  was  applied  to,  and  he 
at  firft  very  firmly  withflood  the  invitation 
and  all  the  entreaties  with  which  it  was  ac- 
companied. He  had  abdicated  the  Epifco- 
pacy,  no  more  to  exercife  the  functions  of 
it,  and  that  which  he  was  requefted  to  un- 
dertake being  the  moft.  auguft  and  folemn, 
was,  on  that  account  only,  what  he  was  the 
mofl:  repugnant  to.  The  two  other  Prelates 
were  tried  again,  but  they  perfifted  in  their 
refufal,  and  threw  the  Anti-religious  Faction 
into  the  moft  vexatious  embarraflment.  They 
faw  their  decifive  operation  likely  to  fail 
entirely  from  the  impoffibility  of  replacing 
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the  Bilhops  who  had  been  deprived,  which 
almoft  all  of  them  were.  They  therefore  re* 
turned  to  the  Bifhop  of  Autun,  to  whom 
Treilhardy  the  Advocate,  undertook  to  fpeak. 
He  reproached  him  molt,  vehemently  with 
his  want  of  character,  and  his  pufillani- 
mity.  '}  You  are  too  far  advanced  to  re- 
"  cede,'*  faid  he:  "  when  once  a  man  has 
"  decided  in  favour  of  a  Party,  he  muft  not 
"  ferve  it  by  halves  if  he  wifhes  to  be  fup- 
'*  ported  by  it,  and  you  can  no  longer  ex- 
"  peel:  fupport  from  any  but  us.  What 
'*  could  you  hope  from  the  Ariftocratic 
'  *  Party  ?  You  have  already  done  too  much 
"  not  to  be  for  ever  the  object  of  their 
' '  hatred  :  will  you  alfo  be  that  of  their  con- 
"  tempt  ?  We  fhall  give  you  up  to  it,  and 
"  add  our  own  ;  for  with  thefe  perpetual 
*'  waverings  a  man  is  good  for  nothing  in 
"  a  Revolution,  and  becomes  equally  odious 
"  to  all  Parties.  This  will  be  your  fate  if 
* '  you  hefitate  any  longer ;  and  I  am  com- 
"  miffioned  to  declare  it  to  you*."  Thefe 

menaces 

*  Treillard  in  the  firft  Aflembly  bad  originally  dif- 
played  the  greateft  moderation.  He  fpoke  little,  but  al- 
ways difcreetly,  and  to  the  fame  effc£t  as  the  Members  of 
the  Cole-Droit.  The  Members  of  the  Cote.Gattche,  think- 

Vol.  III.  E  e  ing 
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fincerely,  fo  that  at  moft  he  might  be  charged 
with  an  error  only,  and  not  with  a  crime. 
This  motive  determined  him  to  write  a  public 
letter  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  Functionaries  of 
his  Diocefe,  to  inform  them  that  he  had  taken 
the  oath,  and  to  invite  them  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample. This  letter  was  inferted  in  all  the 
journals*:  he  refigned  a  few  days  after. 

When  the  confecration  of  the  firft  Confti- 
tutional  Bifhops  was  to  take  place,  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Sens  and  the  Bifhops  of  Orleans, 
having  refolutely  refufed  to  undertake  it, 
the  Bifhop  of  Autun  was  applied  to,  and  he 
at  firft  very  firmly  withftood  the  invitation 
and  all  the  entreaties  with  which  it  was  ac- 
companied.  He  had  abdicated  the  Epifco- 
pacy,  no  more  to  exercife  the  functions  of 
it,  and  that  which  he  was  requefted  to  un- 
dertake being  the  moft  auguft  and  folemn, 
was,  on  that  account  only,  what  he  was  the 
moft  repugnant  to.  The  two  other  Prelates 
were  tried  again,  but  they  perfifted  in  their 
refufal,  and  threw  the  Anti-religious  Faction 
into  the  moft  vexatious  embarraftment.  They 
faw  their  decifive  operation  likely  to  fail 
entirely  from  the  impoftibility  of  replacing 


*  Appendix,  No.  xii. 


the 


Mar.  1791J       FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  417 

the  Bifhops  who  had  been  deprived,  which 
almoft  all  of  them  were.  They  therefore  re* 
turned  to  the  Bifhop  of  Autun,  to  whom 
Treilhard,  the  Advocate,  undertook  to  fpeak. 
He  reproached  him  moft  vehemently  with 
his  want  of  character,  and  his  puiillani- 
mity.  *j  You  are  too  far  advanced  to  re- 
"  cede,'*  faid  he:  11  when  once  a  man  has 
"  decided  in  favour  of  a  Party,  he  mud  not 
{<  ferve  it  by  halves  if  he  wifhes  to  be  fup- 
"  ported  by  it,  and  you  can  no  longer  ex- 
"  peel  fupport  from  any  but  us.  What 
"  could  you  hope  from  the  Ariftocratic 
'  -  Party  ?  You  have  already  done  too  much 
'.'  not  to  be  for  ever  the  object  of  their 
' '  hatred  :  will  you  alfo  be  that  of  their  con- 
"  tempt  ?  We  mail  give  you  up  to  it,  and 
"  add  our  own  ;  for  with  thefe  perpetual 
*'  waverings  a  man  is  good  for  nothing  in 
61  a  Revolution,  and  becomes  equally  odious 
"  to  all  Parties.  This  will  be  your  fate  if 
* 4  you  hefitate  any  longer ;  and  I  am  com- 
"  mifiioned  to  declare  it  to  you*."  Thefe 

menaces 

*  Trelllard  in  the  firft  Affembly  bad  originally  dif- 
played  the  greateft  moderation.  He  fpoke  little,  but  al- 
ways difcreetly,  and  to  the  fame  effect  as  the  Members  of 
the  Cote-Droit.  The  Members  of  the  die-Gauche,  think- 

Vol.  III.  Ee  ing 
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menaces  fupported  by  the  bad  advice  of 
fome  of  his  friends  overcame  his  refinance. 

Thus  is  it,  that  in  the  path  of  honour  and 
duty  the  firft  falfe  ftep  rarely  leaves  fuffici- 
ent  ftrength  to  avoid  a  fecond  :  the  fecond  is 
almoft.  always  followed  by  a  third  j  they 
then  increafe,  fucceed  rapidly,  and  very  foon 
lead  from  deviation  to  deviation,  from  fall  to 
fall,  to  the  loweft  degree  of  vilenefs. 

The  refufal  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris 
to  take  the  oath  being  at  length  formally 
made  known,  the  AfTembly  of  Electors  ap- 
pointed the  Abbe  Gobet,  Bifhop  of  Lydda, 
to  fucceed  that  virtuous  Prelate.  He  was 
nominated  at  the  fame  time,  almoft  unani- 
mouflyi  to  the  Bifhopric  of  the  Department 

ing  lightly  of  his  talents,  paid  no  attention  to  him  at' 
firft  :  but  the  manner  in  which  hefpoke  in  favour  of  the 
Veto  opened  their  eyes,  and  they  began  to  fear  that  this 
Advocate  might  prove  a  troublefome  opponent  if  they 
did  not  fecure  him.  They  immediately  practifed  all 
their  arts  of  ^fedudYton  to  gain  him  over  to  their  Party. 
It  required  only  eight  days  to  convert  him.  He  then 
took  his  place  in  the  Cote-Gauche,  and  figured  amongfl 
the  mod  violent  Conftitutional  Orators.  He  has  fince 
appeared  in  the  character  of  a  flaming  Revolutionift,  a 
furious  Republican,  and  finally,  a  Member  of  the 
Directory. 

Of 
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of  the  Upper  Rhine,  and  to  that  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Upper  Marne;  but  as  he 
could  only  hold  one  he  chofe  the  beft,  and 
announced  to  the  Affembly  that  he  accepted 
the  Metropolitan  See  of  Paris.  The  Cote- 
Gauche  and  the  galleries  teftifled  their  grati- 
tude and  joy  by  repeated  plaudits.  He  was 
proclaimed  and  inftalled  with  pomp  on  the 
17th  of  March  in  the  Church  of  Notre 
Dame  by  the  Body  of  Electors,  on  which 
occafion  he  read  a  homily,  far  more  Confti- 
tutional  than  Evangelical.  He  received  the 
canonical  inftitution  from  the  late  Bifhop  of 
Autun  on  the  24th  of  March,  and  the  next 
day  he  was  inftalled  again  by  the  Munici- 
pality. 

If  there  mould  ever  arife  a  doubt  on  the 
defect  and  inconveniences  without  number, 
attending  popular  elections,  in  the  nomina- 
tion to  ecclefiaftical  dignities,  the  manner 
in  which  the  Bifhops  and  Priefts  were  re-r 
placed  in  1791,  would  be  enough  to  decide 
the  queftion.  I  fhall  cite  but  one  example, 
that  of  the  Bifhop  of  Lydda,  who  was  no- 
minated by  three  Electoral  Affemblies  to 
three  different  Sees.  The  firft  idea  that 
ftrikes  the  mind  on  this,  is,  that  to  obtain 
fo  many  fufFrages  he  muft  really  have  pof- 

E  e  2  feiTed 
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feiTed  fomc  merit.  Was  that  the  cafe  ?  No — 
this  Biihop  of  Lydda,  this  Abbe  Gobet, 
was  but  an  intriguing  hypocrite  of  the  vileft 
kind,  as  we  may-  judge  from  the  follow- 
ing anecdote.  In  the  year  1792,  he  went 
to  the  Marquis  de  Sfiinola,  the  Genoefe 
Minifter,  with  whom  he  had  requeued  an 
interview  on  a  bulinefs  of  the  utmofr.  im- 
portance. "  I  come,  Sir,"  faid  he  to  him, 
in  an  affecting  tone,  "  to  impart  to  you  a 
"  grand  project  which  my  confcience  has 
"  iuegefted  to  me,  and  the  fuccefs  of  which 
"  depends  greatly  upon  you.  The  matter 
"  is  this:  Divine  Providence  has  granted 
"  me  his  grace  to  fee  the  enormity  of  the 
"  crime  which  I  have  committed  in  taking 
"  the  Conftitutional  Oath.  I  wifli  to  re- 
V  tract  it.  I  have  perhaps  rendered  myfelf 
"  ftill  more  guilty  by  accepting  the  Bimopric 
"  of  Paris.  I  am  refolved  to  refign  it;  but 
*'  I  would  make  my  recantation  and  re- 
ff  fignation  in  a  manner  fo  folemn,  that  there 
«•  mould  refult  from  them  in  favour  of  Re- 
"  ligion,  a  benefit  greater  than  the  injury  I 
"  may  have  done  it,  by  the  fcandal  of  my 
"  conduct. " 

The  Marquis  de  Spinola  could  not  but  be 
edified  by  this  refolution,  but  he  had  no  no- 
tion 
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tion  how  his  concurrence  could  be  of  ufe  in 
the  bufinefs.  The  Abbe  Gobet  foon  folved 
the  riddle.  "  Not  to  mention  the  danger  of 
11  being  maiTacred,"  continued  he,  "  to 
il  which  I  expofe  myfelf  by  fo  itriking 
"  a  conduct,  it  is  certain  that  I  mail  be 
"  deprived  of  all  kind  of  ftipend  :  the  De- 
"  cree  is  pofitive  on  that  head.  I  have  no 
**  fortune,  and  I  have  been  under  the  ne- 
*t  ceffity  of  contracting  debts.  If  I  am 
M  ruined  and  left  a  bankrupt  for  having 
"  done  my  duty,  my  example  will  not  have 
"  many  followers.     I  wifh  therefore  to 

know,  Sir,  whether  it  would  be  agreea- 
"  able  to  you  or  not  to  undertake  to  impart 
41  my  intentions  to  the  Pope,  and  folicit  for 
"  me  the  affiftance  of  a  hundred  thoufand 
"  crowns,  which  would  be  enough  to  pay 
"  my  debts,  and  fecure  me  a  fubfiitence. — 
f  This  fum  may  appear  to  you  a  large  one, 
"  yet  it  is  very  moderate,  if  you  confider, 
"  that  the  falvation  of  Religion  in  France 
"  may  depend  upon  it.1* 

The  Marquis  de  Sftinola,  who  himfelf 
related  this  anecdote  to  me,  feeing  that  the 
affair  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Republic  of  Genoa,  refufed  pofitively 

E  e  3  to 
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to  interfere  in  it,  and  heard  no  more  of  the 
Abbe  Gobet,  who,  without  having  either 
recanted  or  refigned,  perifhed  by  the  guil- 
lotine, when  it  came  to  the  turn  of  the 
brigands  of  his  defcription.  Ab  uno  difce 
omnes*. 

Cardinal  de  Lomenie  being  nominated  by 
the  Electoral  AfTemblies  to  the  Bimoprics 
of  Touloufe  and  Sens,  preferred  the  latter 
See.    The  Pope,  to  whom  he  had  written 

*  This  Abbe  Gobet,  Bifhop  of  Lydda,  previous  to  the 
union  of  the  Orders  difplayed  the  greateft  zeal  for  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  the  Clergy.  It  was  then  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  conciliate  the  favour  of  the  majority  of 
the  Order,  that  he  might  not  be  excluded  from  the  Af- 
fembly,  as  being  a  Foreign  Bifhop.  His  conduct  and 
his  principles  appeared  fo  pure  to  his  colleagues,  that 
they  examined  his  powers  very  flightly,  in  order  that 
they  might  not  be  under  the  neceffity  of  declaring  them 
null,  which  would  have  been  the  confequence  of  veri- 
fying them  ftrictly.  But  after  the  union  of  the  Orders, 
the  reafons  for  which  the  Abbe  Gobet 's  Deputation  had 
been  confirmed  by  the  Chamber  of  the  Clergy,  would 
have  fufficed  for  its  being  pronounced  null,  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  National  Aflembly,  if  he  had  not  fecured 
the  protection  of  the  Factious,  by  proraifing  them  to 
change  his  principles  and  conduct  totally,  and  to  range 
himfelf  in  their  party.  He  was  very  true  to  his  promife, 
and  was,  in  confequence,  rewarded  with  the  Bifhopric 
of  Paris. 

to 
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to  explain  and  juftify  the  motives  which  had 
determined  him  to  take  the  oath,  replied  to 
him  by  a  brief,  which  was  made  public, 
and  in  which  his  Holinefs  reprimanded  him 
for  having  had  the  weaknefs  to  utter  an 
outward  oath,  which  his  heart  difclaimed. 
The  fear  of  feeming  to  acquiefce  in  this  cen- 
fure,  if  he  made  no  anfwer  to  it,  inducecj, 
him  to  repel  it  in  the  moft  open  manner, 
and  in  confequence,  he  wrote  another  letter 
to  the  Pope,  on  the  26th  of  March,  which 
he  caufed  to  be  inferted  in  the  public 
papers.    It  was  conceived  in  thefe  terms : 

"  Moft  Holy  Father,  I  requeued  the 
Nuncio  to  lay  before  your  Holinefs  my  firft 
reprefentations  on  the  Brief  you  fent  to  me, 
and  on  the  very  public  manner  of  it ;  but  I 
owe  it  to  my  honour  to  make  a  farther  re- 
ply, and  I  acquit  myfelf  of  that  duty,  by 
refigning  to  your  Holinefs  the  dignity  which 
you  have  had  the  goodnefs  to  confer  upon 
me.  No  man  of  honour,  unjuftly  reviled, 
can  bear  to  retain  the  bonds  of  gratitude. 

"  When  yotir  Holinefs  deigned  to  admit 
me  into  the  Sacred  College,  I  did  not,  moft 
Holy  Father,  forefee,  that  to  preferve  that 

E  e  4  honour, 
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honour,  it  would  be  neceiTary  to  be  falfe  to 
the  laws  of  my  country,  and  to  what  I 
think  I  owe  to  the  Sovereign  authority. 

"  Driven  to  the  alternative  of  difregard- 
ing  that  authority,  or  of  renouncing  the 
dignity  of  Cardinal,  I  do  not  hefitate  a  mo- 
ment, and  I  hope  that  your  Holinefs  will 
judge  by  this  conduct  better  than  by  ufelefs 
explanations,  that  I  am  far  above  the  pre- 
tended fubterfuge  of  an  outward  oath  ;  that 
my  heart  never  disclaimed  what  my  lips 
pronounced  ;  and  that  if  I  had  not  been  able 
to  approve  all  the  articles  of  the  Civil  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Clergy,  I  was  no  lefs  firmly 
refolved  to  fulfill  the  engagement  I  had 
contracted  of  being  obedient  to  it,  feeing 
nothing  in  what  it  ordered  contrary  to  faith 
or  repugnant  to  my  confcience. 

"  I  ought,  perhaps,  moil  Holy  Father,  to 
reply  to  the  other  cenfures  contained  in  your 
Holinefs's  Brief ;  for,  although  I  am  no 
longer  a  Cardinal,  I  jim  frill,  as  a  Bifhop, 
bound  to  the  Head  of  the  Church,  to  the 
common  Father  of  the  Faithful,  and  as  fuch 
I  mall  ever  be  ready  to  render  an  account  of 
my  conduct  to  you ;  but  the  delay  of  your 
anfwer,  the  exprellions  in  which  it  is  con- 
ceived, 
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ceived,  and  above  all,  the  ftrange  abufe  of 
confidence  which  your  Minifter  has  exer- 
cifed,  impofe  filence  upon  me. 

"  Let  me  be  permitted  only  to  repeat  to 
your  Holinefs,  that  you  are  deceived  refpeft- 
ing  the  ftate  of  Religion  in  this  Country  ; 
that  the  modes  of  condefcenfion  to  which  I 
endeavoured  to  lead  you  are  imperioufly 
commanded  by  circumftances  ;  that  your 
long  filence  has  perhaps  brought  affairs  to  a 
crifis,  and  that  the  rigorous  means  on  which 
you  feem  determined,  can  only  produce  an 
efFect  contrary  to  your  intentions. 

"  I  befeech  your  Holinefs  to  confider 
thefe  laft  obfervations  as  the  Irueft  mark  of 
the  refpecl:  and  devotion  with  which, 
&c.  &c. 

*'  (Signed)  Lomenie." 

The  late  Cardinal  fent  this  letter  to  M.  de 
Mentmorin,  with  a  requefl:  that  he  would 
lay  it  before  the  King,  and  caufe  it  to  be 
forwarded  to  Rome.  To  the  letter  he  wrote 
to  the  Minifter,  he  added  the  palfage  of  his 
firft  letter  to  the  Pope,  that  had  given  room 
to  the  cenfure  which  his  Holinefs  had  paffed 
upon  him,  and  an  extract  from  the  mandate 
he  had  published  at  the  time  of  taking  the 

oath. 
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oath.  This  paffage,  which  was  tranflated 
from  the  Latin,  by  this  Bifhop  of  Sens  him- 
felf,  was  as  follows  :  Your  Holinefs  will 
*'  eafdy  obferve,  that  this  oath  is  not  an  ap- 
44  probation.  The  National  AfTembly  itfelf 
*4  does  not  require  that  approbation,  which 
*'  is  due  only  to  the  Divine  Laws.  Your 
**  Holinefs  will  alfo  obferve,  that  this  oath 
44  does  not  relate  to  the  Decrees,  which, 
41  executed  by  the  Government  itfelf,  re- 
14  quire  of  us  only  refignation;  but  that  its 
44  object  is  merely  thofe  points  which  I  ftated 
44  to  you  in  my  firft  letter,  and  which  can- 
•4  not  be  executed  without  our  concurrence." 
The  extract  from  the  Mandate  was  :  44  It 
44  was  in  this  view  that  we  examined  the 
44  Decrees  of^the  Civil  Conftitution  of  the 
44  Clergy,  not  in  themfelves  and  their  ten- 
44  dency  (the  acquiefcence  of  the  heart  is 
44  due  only  to  the  Divine  Laws),  not  thofe 
44  which  require  a  paflive  obedience  (where 
41  the  will  is  not  exercifed  there  is  neither 
44  merit  nor  demerit)  but  thofe  which  we 
44  are  called  upon  to  execute  with  all  our 
"  power." 

The  intention  of  bringing  thefe  two  paf- 
fages  together,  was  to  prove  the  conformity 
between  them,  and  that  in  both,  fubmiffion 

was 
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was  diftinguifhed  from  approbation  :  *'  But," 
fays  he  in  his  letter  to  M.  de  Montmorin, 
il  fubmiffion  to  a  Conftitution  is  not  the 
"  lefs  fincere  and  true,  becaufe  we  do  not 
* '  approve  all  the  articles  of  it.  / /wear  to 
"  pay  tribute  to  Ccefar  ;  but  I  do  not  fwear 
r1  that  Ccefar  is  right  in  demanding  of  me 
**  that  which  he  exacts." 

By  this  infolent  ftep  the  Conftitutional 
Bifnop  of  Sens  obtained  for  a  while  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Jacobins,  and  the  good  graces 
of  the  Sans-Culottes ;  but  it  excited  the 
more  the  indignation  and  contempt  of  all 
men  of  honour*. 

During 

*  Cardinal  de  Lomenie  and  the  Abbe  de  Jarente,  Bifhop 
of  Orleans,  the  only  Members  of  the  old  Clergy,  who 
were  vile  enough  to  take  the  new  oath,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  their  places,  both  met  the  fate  they  but  too  well  me- 
rited. The  Bifhop  of  Viviers  and  the  Bifhop  of  Autun  alfo 
took  the  oath  ;  but  at  the  time,  the  former  was  in  a  decided 
ftate  of  infanity,  and  the  latter  could  not  be  well  accufed 
of  committing  the  crime,  for  the  purpofe  of  preferving 
his  place,  as  he  refigned  it  a  few  days  after  his  apof- 
tacy.  Under  the  reign  of  Robefplerre,  the  Cardinal  de 
Lomenie  was  devoted  to  the  guillotine,  which  he  efcaped 
only  by  poifoning  himfelf,  as  foon  as  the  Commif- 
fioners  fent  to  Sens  to  fecure  his  perfon,  and  carry  him 
to  Paris,  had  informed  him  of  the  purpofe  for  which 

they 
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During  the  King's  illnefs  Mirabeau  oc- 
cupied himfelf  entirely  in  combining  and 
preparing  the  different  meafures  that  were 
neceffary  to  his  plan,  whether  at  Paris  or  in 
the  Provinces.  He  went  almoft  every  night 
to  confult  upon  it  with  M.  de  Montmorin, 
who  every  day  augured  more  favourably  of 
it.  '*  I  doubt,"  faid  he  one  day  to  me, 
•*  whether  there  ever  exifted  fo  vigorous  an 
"  intellect  as  Mirabeau's.  He  is  not  only 
'*  not  to  be  flopped  by  any  difficulty,  but 
"  there  are  very  few  from  which  he  does 
* '  not  find  fome  means  to  extract  advantage. 
**  With  fuch  an  inftrument  we  may  make 
"  and  unmake  Revolutions  at  pleafure." — 
He  attended  the  Affembly  fufficiently  regu- 
larly not  to  be  fufpected  of  other  occupations  ; 
but  he  hardly  took  any  part  in  the  important 
bufinefs  difcufled  in  that  interval.    That  of 

they  came.  The  day  after  their  arrival,  when  they 
were  to  fet  out  with  him,  he  was  found  dead  in  his 
bed. 

The  Biftiop  of  Orleans,  a  man  of  no  character,  vir- 
tue, or  talents  of  any  kind,  efcaped  death  only  by  his 
difgufting  infigmficancy.  His  life  was  fpared,  becaufe 
he  was  not  found  worth  the  trouble  of  guillotining. 
Reduced,  at  prefent,  to  the  loweft  ftate  of  mifery,  his 
turpit'vide  drfgraces  the  very  rags  that  cover  him. 

the 
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the  ClermontoiSy  the  debate  upon  which  oc- 
cupied feveral  Sittings,  was  determined  with- 
out his  fpeaking  once.    He  left  to  the  Abbe 
Maury  and  M.  de  Clermont  Lodeve,  the 
care  of  pleading  the  caufe  of  the  houfe  of 
Condi ;  and  it  was  defended  by  both,  each 
in  his  own  ftyle,  with  arguments  and  proofs 
which  the  Affembly  would  have  found  irre- 
fiftible,  if  they  had  been  inclined  to  be  juft  ; 
but  their  fir  ft  and  conftant  inclination  was  to 
plunder.    They  declared  therefore,  that  the 
grant  of  the  CUrmontois  made  to  the  great 
Condi,  in  the  month  of  December  1648,  as 
a  recompence  for  the  moll  important  fervices, 
mould  be  revoked,  as  well  as  all  Briefs  of 
the  Crown,  Decrees  of  Council,  Edicts, 
Declarations,  and  Letters  Patent,  confirm- 
ing, enlarging,  or  warranting  the  laid  grant. 
They  alio  declared  the  exchange  made  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  Prince  de  Condi,  on 
the  15th  of  February  1784,  of  all  theeftates 
and  rights  of  the  Clermontois ,  for  an  annuity 
of  600,000  livres,  null  and  void,  and  only 
left  the  Prince,  in  confideration  of  the  fer- 
vices of  the  great  Condi,  the  mm  of  feven 
millions  five  hundred  thoufand  livres,  which 
had  been  paid  to  him  as  a  balance  or  furplus 

of 
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of  the  change,  at  the  execution  of  the  con- 
tract. 

In  the  long  and  many  debates  which  arofe 
on  the  plan  for  a  law  relative  to  the  regency, 
Mirabeau  fpoke  once  for  its  a  'journment, 
and  another  time  to  propofe  to  the  AffemWy 
to  difcufs,  pre  v.  ,  co  all  the  articles  pre- 
fented  by  the  Committee,  the  queftion  whe- 
ther the  regency  mould  be  elective  or  not  > 
but  he  only  fpoke  with  the  degree  of  ear* 
neftnefs  which  he  thought  neceffary  to  pre- 
vent the  conjectures  which  his  indifference 
upon  fo  important  a  law  could  not  fail  to 
have  created.  At  this  period  he  alfo  read  a 
long  memorial  on  the  mines.  This  work, 
as  well  as  many  others,  which  he  read  to 
the  Allembly,  or  which  he  published  under 
his  name,  were  his  only  by  adoption.  Al- 
moft  the  whole  of  this  had  been  written  by 
his  friend  the  Marquis  de  Luchet.  Mira- 
beau had  only  feafoned  it  with  a  few  phrafes 
to  give  it  his  feal. 

After  a  difcuffion  extended  to  feveral  Sit- 
tings, the  Alterably  decreed,  that  the  re- 
gency mould  appertain  of  full  right,  during 
the  minority  of  the  King,  to  his  neareft  re- 
lation of  age,  according  to  the  order  of  fuc- 

ceffion 
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ceffion  to  the  Throne,  provided  he  were  a 
Frenchman,  born  and  relident  in  France, 
and  had  taken  the  civic  oath ;  that  in  cafe  the 
King  under  age,  mould  have  no  relation  fo 
qualified,  the  regent  mould  be  elected*; 
that  females  mould  be  excluded  from  the 
regency  ;  that  the  King  mould  be  of  age  at 
eighteen  years,  and  that  from  the  day  he 
was  of  age,  the  regency  mould  ceafe  as  of 
courfe. 

It  was  then  decreed,  that  the  care  of  the 
perfon  of  a  King  under  age,  mould  be  con- 
fided to  his  mother ;  that,  in  cafe  he  had  no 
mother,  or  if  me  were  married  again,  at  the 
acceflion  of  her  fon  to  the  Throne,  or  if 
me  married  again,  during  his  minority,  the 
care  of  the  King  mould  be  given  to  a  per- 
.  fon  elected  by  the  Legiflative  Body.  All 
thefe  arrangements  were  adopted  without 
oppofition ;  but  that  was  not  the  cafe  with 
thofe  relative  to  the  refidence  of  the  Public 
Functionaries,  the  debate  upon  which  had 
been  adjourned  on  Mirabeau's  motion,  till 
the  law  refpecting  the  regency  mould  have 
patted.    The  members  of  the  Cote'-Droit 

*  The  confederation  of  the  mode  of  election  was  ad- 
journed. It  wa?  only  determined  that  it  mould  not  be 
delegated  to  the  legiflature. 

unanimously 
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unanimoufly  ccnfured  the  Committee  for 
perfifting  to  give  the  Kin^the  appellation  of 
Public  Functionary^  in  fpjfe  of  the  fcandal 
which  thofe  indecent  expreffions  had  caufed 
at  the  firrr.  reading  of  the  plan  for  a 
Decree. 

"  The  Committee,"  faid  M.  de  Cazales, 
c<  ought  to  know,  that  a  Nation  honours 
"  itfelf  by  honouring  its  Chief.  They 
"  ought  to  think  of  the  example  fet  us 
"  by  England;  that  Nation  is  free  under 
"  a  King  the  moft  refpected.  They  ought, 
"  above  all,  to  take  care  not  to  produce 
"  again  the  articles  in  which  it  is  faid,  that 
"  if  the  King  left  the  Kingdom,  and  did 
"  not,  upon  being  called  upon,  by  a  Pro- 

clamation  of  the  Legiflative  Body,  return 
1  to  France,  he  fiould  be  judged  to  have 
'  abdicated  the  Throne.  If  there  are  cafes 
'  in  which  the  King  is  amenable,  there  are 
'  cafes  in  which  the  Executive  Power  is 
«  dependant;  now,  if  it  is  dependant,  it 
4,is  under  fubjeclion ;  and,  if  under  fub- 
'  jection,  adieu  to  all -Government,  to  all 
'  the  happinefs  of  the  Nation  !  It  is  not  of 
'  you,  of  your  modern  Conftitution,  that 
•  the  Royal  Family  hold  the  right  of  fuc- 
'  ceffion  to  the  Crown.    They  hold  it  from 

"  the 
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"  the  voice  of  the  French   People,  for 
eight  hundred  years  paft :  from  the  voice 
"  of  this  Nation,  who  fpoke  loudly  in  our 
"  own  days,  when  they  ordered  you  to  ac- 
"  knowledge  this  principle,  under  pain  of 
"  difloyalty  to  the  King  and  to  the  Nation. 
*'  If  the  inheritance  of  the  Monarch  to  the 
"  Throne  is  independant  of  your  power, 
"  you  have  no  right  to  impofe  conditions 
"  upon  him.    As  for  me,  I  am  not  afraid 
f*  to  fay,   that  to  debate  on  this  fubjecl: 
would  be  treafon.    If  the  AfTembly,  in 
*'  an  intoxication  of  power,  by  which  they 
"  have  often  been  milled,  mould  proceed  to 
"  difcufs  this  queftion,  I  declare  that  I  will 
"  take  no  part  in  their  deliberation.  I  fwear 
"  to  difobey  them  ;  I  fwear  to  remain  con- 
"  lliantly  loyal  to  the  blood  of  St.  Louis 
tx  and  of  Henry  1 V.;  I  fwear,  let  your  De- 
"  crees,  let  events  be  what  they  may,  I  wilj 
"  never  ceafe  to  defend  the  blood  of  my 
"  lawful  Sovereigns."    At  thefe  words,  the 
members  of  the  Cote-Droit,  {landing,  and 
holding  up  their  hands,  cried  —  We  all 
fwear  it  f 

Petion  was  the  firft  champion  of  the 
Cote-Gauche,  who  entered  the  lifts  againft 
M.  de  Cazales.   "  Can  we,"  faid  he,  "  fuf- 

Vol.  III.  F  f  fcr 
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"  fer  the  Nation  to  be  thus  degraded — thus 
"  vilified  ?  Free  citizens  are  fubjeds  only 
"  of  the  Law.  In  a  body  they  are  not  fub- 
"  jecls  of  a  King  :  in  a  body  they  are  So- 
"  vereigns,  I  mall  put  a  very  plain  quef- 
"  tion,  and  I  beg  it  may  be  anfwered  :  Sup- 
11  pofe  the  King  to  enter  the  Kingdom  at 
-  "  the  head  of  a  Foreign  army,  to  fubdue  the 
"  Nation,  would  not  the  King,  in  that  cafe 
"  be  punilhable  ?"— "  No  !  no  !  replied  all 
the  Cote-Droit.  M  If  fo,"  cried  the  Abbe 
Maury,  "  Henry  IV.  ought  to  have  been 
hanged"  Petion  Hammered  out  a  few  words 
more  in  fupport  of  his  proportion,  when 
Alexander  de  Lameth,  fearing  the  confe- 
quences  of  fo  unequal  a  conteft,  rofe,  and 
maintained  boldly,  in  the  name  of  the  Con- 
ftitution  and  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Na- 
tion, that  to  advance  or  admit  the  theory  of 
M.  de  Cazalcs,  was  to  betray  both.  "  As 
"  it  has  been  decreed,"  added  he,  "  that 

u  the  Sovereignty  refides  in  the  Nation  1*% 

— "  It  is  not  true'"  cried  the  Abbe  Maury 
— "  it  is  very  aftoniihing, "  proceeded  Lameth, 
"  that  men  Hill  talk  of  loyal  fubjedts,  as  if 
"  it  were  poffible  not  to  be  loyal  to  the  So- 
"  vereignty.  We  will  be  faithful  to  the 
"  law;  we  have  fworn  it,  and  thofe  Gen- 
2  m  tlemen 
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M  tlemen  have  fworn  it  too.    It  is  fa  id  that 
*f  the  plan  of  the  Committee  infringes  on 
"  the  perfonal  inviolability  of  the  King ;  but 
"  it  is  in  fulfilling  his  functions,  that  the 
"  King  is  inviolable."    Thefe  words  pro- 
duced a  violent  agitation,  which  the  Cote- 
Gauche  accompanied  with  fome  applaufes. 
"  To  what  a  pitch/*  refumed  the  fpeaker, 
"  will  men  dare  to  carry  their  mockery  of 
"  us  and  of  the  Nation,  by  pretending  that 
"  the  King  contracts  no  obligation?  We  are 
"  faithful  to  the  King,  but  to  the  King  of 
"  the  Conftitution.  We  are  above  all,  faith- 
M  ful  to  the  Sovereign  Nation." — "  Mr. 
M  Prefident," cried  M.  Defpremenil,  te  pray 
"  call   thefe    blafphemers   to   order."  — 
V  How,"   proceeded   Alexander  Lameth, 
"  Can  any  one  pretend  to  tell  us  that  the 
M  Nation,  who  have  a  right  to  change  their 
if  Government,  have  no  right  to  depofe  a 
"  King,  who  abandons  his  functions  ?"-— 
The  agitation  increafed,  and  feveral  voices 
called  the  fpeaker  to  order.    He  faid  a  few 
words  more,  and  concluded  with  moving, 
that  the  Aflembly,  without  paying  attention 
to  the  proportions  of  M,  de  Cazales  or 
M.  Defpremenil,  mould  proceed  to  the  dif- 

F  f  2  cuflion 
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,  cuflion  of  the  articles  of  the  plan  for  a  De- 
cree. M.  de  Cazales  demanded  to  be  heard, 
and  began  to  fpeak ;  but  the  Cote-Gauche, 
thinking  themfelves  not  ftrong  enough  at 
that  time  to  fecure  fuccefs  to  the  plan  of  the 
Committee,  rofe  in  a  mafs,  calling  loudly  for 
the  order  of  the  day.  The  Prefident  put  this 
motion  to  the  vote,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
monftrances  of  the  Cote- Droit.  The  ma- 
jority, doubtful  at  the  firft  attempt  made  in 
favour  of  the  order  of  the  day,  now  declared 
for  it,  which  the  Affembly  adopted,  and  im- 
mediately broke  up  the  Sitting,  although  it 
was  but  two  o'clock. 

Mirabeau,  who  had  been  for  fome  time 
fubject  to  violent  attacks  of  the  cholic,  was 
not  at  the  AfTembly  on  that  day.  He  at- 
tended the  day  following,  for  the  laft  time  ; 
but  the  debate  relative  to  the  refidence  of  the 
Public  Functionaries,  was  carefully  avoided 
in  his  prefence.  The  manner  in  which 
he  had  argued,  at  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee's firft  report,  had  alarmed  the  Factious 
of  the  Cote-Gauche,  without  fully  gaining 
the  confidence  of  the  Cote- Droit;  fo  that 
both,  equally  fearing  to  have  him  as  an  ad- 
verfary  in  the  debate,  concurred,  without 

under* 
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underftanding  each  other,  in  defiring  that  it 
mould  not  be  renewed  at  this  Sitting,  which 
was  chiefly  occupied  in  deliberating  on  the 
plan  for  a  Decree  which  Mirabeau  had  pro- 
pofed  relative  to  the  mines  and  ores,  and  of 
which  all  the  articles  were  adopted,  with 
fome  flight  amendments. 

The  debate  on  the  refidence  of  the  Pubr 
lie  Functionaries,  was  refumed  in  the  next 
Sitting.  The  reporter,  (Thouret)  had  had 
time  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  M.  de  Cazales's 
objections.  He  contended  againft  them  in 
a  long  fpeech,  on  which  the  members  of  the 
Cote-Gauche  lavifhed  their  applaufes.  He 
omitted  no  cafe  in  which  the  King  could  be 
held  guilty  againft  the  Nation,  and  main- 
tained that  their  poflibility  was  fufficient  tp 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  AfTembly  to  provide 
againft  them.  M.  de  Cazales  replied,  "  I 
{hall  not  examine,"  faid  he,  M  whether,  by 
diving,  with  a  criminal  fedulity,  into  fuch 
pofitions,  a  lawful  cafe  may  or  may  not  be 
found,  in  which  the  Nation  may  depofe 
their  rightful  Sovereign.  That  queftion  was 
wrapped  in  a  facred  veil ;  and  they  are  cul- 
pable, who  have  dared  to  rend  that  veil.  It 
js  proved,  that  it  is  not  nece$ary  to  have  a 

F  f  3  law 
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law  to  determine  the  abdication  of  the 
Throne.  In  circumilances  like  thofe,  which 
the  laft  fpeaker  has  dared  to  forefee,  the  fu- 
preme  will  of  the  Nation  would  decide  more 
furely  than  the  law.  This  forefight  is  a  fpe- 
cies  of  crime.  Nay,  if  the  object  of  all 
Government  be  to  infure  the  tranquillity  and 
happinefs  of  the  People,  how  can  it  be 
otherwife  than  criminal  to  difcufs  thefe  quef- 
tions,  which  teach  the  People  to  defpife  the 
fupreme  authority,  and  point  out  the  ex- 
act cafes  in  which  they  are  to  difobey  their 
Sovereign  ?  It  is  to  thefe  rafh  fpeculations — 
it  is  to  the  maxims  too  often  fupported  in 
this  Aflembly,  that  you  owe  the  difpofition 
to  rebellion,  the  anarchy  to  which  the  King- 
dom is  given  up,  and  a  part  of  the  crimes 
which  have  difgraced  the  Revolution.  You 
are  gathering  the  fruits,  the  very  bitter 
fruits  of  fo  indifcreet  a  conduct.  Where 
is  the  Judge  to  be  found  between  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly  and  the  King,  in  all  the 
cafes  you  have  pointed  out  ?  Will  the  Na- 
tional AlTembly  pronounce  the  judgment  ? 
Then  would  the  Executive  Power  be  tried 
by  the  Legiflative  Body.  This  would  be  the 
greateft  encroachment  on  the  Conftitution, 

the 
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themoft  inconfiftent  with  the  diftinclion  of  the 
powers.  Once  render  the  Executive  Power 
dependant,  and  you  annihilate  Liberty.  It 
is  every  where  the  fate  of  the  People  not  to 
be  able  to  exercife  their  power.  Compelled 
to  delegate  it,  it  was  neceffary  that  they 
fhould  balance  the  powers  confided  by  them. 
By  thofe  powers  they  reign,  they  judge,  and 
are  Sovereign ;  but  if  one  of  the  powers 
they  delegate  be  annihilated,  the  People  are 
ilaves — they  are  no  more  any  thing.  Thus 
every  time  you  give  one  of,  the  powers  the 
afcendancy  over  the  other,  you  are  traitors 
to  that  People,  of  whom  fo  much  is  faid, 
and  whom  then  you  enflave,  &c.  &c." 

The  reporter  repeated,  in  different  words, 
the  anfwers  he  had  already  made  and 
perfifted  in  maintaining  the  Committee's 
plan  for  a  Decree,  to  which,  however,  he 
propofed  a  modification  tending  to  convoke 
a  National  Convention  in  the  cafe  of  the 
King,  abfent  from  the  Kingdom,  refufing 
to  return,  after  a  proclamation  by  the  Le- 
giflative  Body,  and  to  invert  that  Conven* 
tion  with  the  right  of  deciding,  whether  the 
King  could  be  confidered  or  not,  as  having 
abdicated  the  Throne  by  his  abfence. 

F  f  4  M>  Def- 
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M.  Defpremenil  prefented  another  plan 
for  a  Decree,  by  which  it  fliould  be  declared, 
*'  that  the  facred  perfon  of  the  King  was  ex- 
empt from  all  jurifdiction,  in  every  cafe,  and 
at  all  times,  without  exception;  that  no  power, 
were  it  even  ftrengthened  by  the  will  of  the 
King  himfelf,  could  declare  him  amenable  ; 
that  every  pofltion  which  mould  tend  to  in- 
flict the  flighteft  penalty  on  the  Royal  Head, 
could  proceed  only  from  the  mouth  of  a 
mad-man  or  a  rebel,  &c.  &c."  He  was  in- 
terrupted at  every  fentence,  fometimes  by 
burfts  of  laughter,  fometimes  by  cries  of— - 
*'  to  Charenton*  with  him,  to  the  Com- 
44  mittee  of  Lunatics  !  "  The  AfTembly 
put  an  end  to  thefe  witticifms  by  doling  the 
debate.  Many  of  the  members  of  the  Cote- 
Droit j  forefeeing  the  ifTue,  determined  not 
to  take  any  part  in  it.  Several  of  them  left 
the  Hall.  The  articles  of  the  plan  for  a 
Decree  propofed  by  the  Commmitee  which 
related  to  the  King,  was  then  put  to  the 
vote,  and  adopted.  The  modification  pro- 
pofed by  the  reporter  was  rejected,  and  it 
was  only  decreed,  on  that  head,  that  the 

*  Where  there  was  an  hofpital  for  mad  people. 

mode 
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mode  of  execution  fhould  be  referred  to  the 
Committee. 

At  the  time  that  the  Factious  gained  this 
victory  in  the  Affembly,  there  was  another 
preparing  much  more  important  to  them. — • 
Mirabeau  was  feized  with  a  violent  fpafm 
in  his  ftomach  and  breaft,  and  lay  in  the 
greater!:  danger.  The  medicines  he  took 
produced  at  firft  fuch  effects  as  to  leave 
fome  hopes ;  but  they  were  of  mort  dura- 
tion. On  the  third  day  the  diforder  afiumed 
the  molt  unfavourable  fymptoms,  and  in 
the*  morning  of  the  fixth,  Mirabeau  was 
no  more.  Several  of  his  belt  friends,  among 
whom  was  the  Bifhop  of  Autun,  (laid  with 
him  during  the  whole  of  his  illnefs.  In 
the  moments  of  intermiffion  from  pain,  he 
fpoke  to  them  with  his  ufual  acutenefs  and 
energy,  upon  the  important  objects  that  oc- 
cupied his  mind.  A  few  minutes  before  his 
death  he  faid,  ft  My  friends,  it  is  not  for 
t(  me  you  have  to  weep,  but  for  the  Mo- 
"  narchy,  which  defcends  with  me  to  the 
«'  grave."— -His  words  were  but  too  true. 

His  death  had  at  Paris  the  effect  of  a  great 
public  calamity.  Deje&ed  countenances 
were  feen  in  every  quarter.  The  tradefman, 
the  mechanic,  the  labourer,  all  grieved  for 

him 
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him  as  feverely  as  a  good  fon  mourns  a  good 
father.    They  were  feen  in  the  ftreets  indis- 
criminately accofting  each  other,  though  un- 
acquainted, to  unite  their  forrows  for  the 
death  of  Mirabeau,  as  if  they  had  all  been 
of  his  family.    Nor  did  the  Affembly  (how 
lefs  grief,  of  which  they  inferted  teftimonies 
on  their  Journals,  and  decreed  that  they 
mould  in  a  Body  attend  his  funeral.  He 
was  buried  on  the  4th  of  April.    Never  was 
there  a  more  magnificient  or  noble  funeral. 
The  train  began  to  be  formed  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.    The  proceffion  was  open- 
ed by  a  detachment  of  Parifian  National 
Cavalry.     This  detachment  was  followed 
by  a  body  of  Miners  and  Cannoniers,  a  de- 
putation of  the  Invalids,  and  a  deputation  of 
the  fixty  battalions  of  the  Parifian  National 
Guard,  marching  flxteen  deep,  preceded  by 
the  Staff-Officers,  at  the  head  of  whom  was 
M.  de  la  Fayette.    The  Cent-Suiffes  of  the 
King's  Guards,  and  the   Guards  of  the 
Prevote  de  r Hotel  came  next,*  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  band  of  mufic  belonging  to  the 
National  Guard,  with  funeral  inftruments 
and  drums  dreffed  in  black  crape.    A  great 
number  of  the  Clergy  preceded  the  body. 
The  coffin  was  to  have  been  carried  in  a 

hearfe, 
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hearfe,  but  the  battalion  of  the  fection  of 
la  Grange-b  atelier  e,    of  which  Mirabeau 
had  been  Commander,  denied  to  carry  it. 
It  was  alternately  borne  by  fixteen  foldiers, 
who  were  encompaffed  by  a  great  many  of 
the  National  Guards  with  their  arms  reverfed. 
The  Colours  of  the  battalion  were  raifed  on 
the  coffin,  on  which  was  alfo  a  civic  crown. 
The  National  Affembly  went  next,  efcorted 
by  the  battalion  of  the  Veterans  and  by  that 
of  the  Cadets.    The  Electors,  the  Deputies 
of  the  forty-eight  Sections,  the  Department, 
the  Municipality,  the  Judges  of  the  Courts 
of  Paris,  the  Municipal  Officers  of  the  neigh- 
bouring towns,  the  King's  Minifters,  the 
Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Conftitution 
{the  Jacobins),  the  Club  of  1789,  the  Fra- 
ternal Societies,  and  all  the  Patriotic  Clubs  of 
the  Capital  came  after  the  Affembly.  The 
proceffion  was  clofed  by  a  coniiderable  de- 
tachment of  infantry  and  cavalry.    This  im- 
menfe  train  proceeded  with  the  greateft  order 
through  a  lane  of  double  ranks  of  the  Na- 
tional Guards,  and  an  innumerable  crowd  of 
citizens  of  all  ages  and  fexes,  who  preferved 
a  dead  filence,  except  that  now  and  then  it 
was   broken  by  fome  accents  of  forrow. 
After  a  march  of  three  hours  the  proceffion 

arrived 
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arrived  at  the  Church  of  St.  Eujlache, 
which  was  entirely  hung  with  black,  and 
where  the  Abbe  Cerutti,  formerly  a  Jefuit, 
delivered  a  funeral  and  pathetic  eulogium 
upon  Mirabeau,  confidered  as  a  Politician 
and  a  Legiflator. 

The  general  anxiety  to  pay  him  every 
poilible  honour,  fuggefled  to  the  Directory 
of  the  Department  the  idea,  a  very  extraor- 
dinary one  furely,  of  converting  the  new 
church  of  St.  Genevieve  into  a  Pantheon, 
appropriated  to  receiving  the  allies  of  fuch 
great  men  as  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Na- 
tion mould  judge  worthy  of  that  honour. 
They  prefented  a  petition  to  this  effect  to  the 
AiTcmbly,  and  propofed  to  them  to  grant  this 
reward  to  the  fignal  fervices  which  Mirabeau 
had  rendered  the  Country.  This  petition, 
which  was  received  with  rapture,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Conftitution, 
and  paffed  into  a  Decree  the  next  morning, 
the  day  on  which  Mirabeau  was  buried. 
The  Aflembly  ordered  that  his  body  mould 
be  laid  by  the  allies  of  Be/cartes,  in  the 
vault  of  the  old  church  of  St.  Genevieve^ 
until  the  new  one  was  ready  to  receive  it. 
In  the  meantime  it  was  decreed,  that  the 
Directors  of  the  Department  mould  fee  that 

this 


Apr.  1791."]      FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  445 

this  edifice  be  fpeedily  made  ready  for  its 
new  deftination,  and  the  following  infcrip- 
tion  engraved  above  the  pediment : 

Aux  Grands  Hommes 

La  Patrie  reconnojssante*. 

In  obedience  to  this  Decree  the  body  of 
Mirabeau  was  removed  to  the  old  church  of 
St.  Genevieve  as  foon  as  the  Abbe  Cerutti 
had  finifhed  his  difcourfe,  and  was  accom- 
panied thither  by  the  fame  train  that  had 
attended  it  to  St.  Eujtache.  The  procefTion 
was  conducted  in  the  fame  order  as  before  ; 
and  it  was  one  in  the  morning  before  the 
ceremony  was  over.  The  public  places  were 
fhut  up,  as  they  had  been  on  the  day  of  his 
death.  The  Directors  of  the  Department  of 
Paris,  the  Municipality,  and  club  of  Jaco- 
bins, entered  into  a  refolution  of  wearing 
mourning  for  feveral  days,  and  their  exam- 
ple was  followed  by  fome  other  departments. 

The  debate  on  the  distribution  of  fuccef- 
iions  in  a  direct  line  was  to  take  place  on  the 
very  day  that  Mirabeau  died,  and  one  of  the 
laft  things  he  regretted  was,  that  he  mould 

*  To  Great  Men,  dedicated  by  a  grateful  Country. 

not 
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not  be  able  to  go  that  day  to  the  Affembly  to 
read  a  difcourfe  which  he  had  prepared  upon 
the  occafion.  As  he  was  expiring,  he  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  the  Bifhop  of  Autun,  and 
begged  him  to  read  it  in  his  name,  which  the 
Bimop  did  that  very  day  in  the  Evening- 
Sitting.  '*  The  author  of  this  writing," 
faid  he,  "  is  no  more ;  I  bring  you  his  laft 
««  work.    We  may  confider  it  as  a  precious 

refcued  relic  of  the  immenfe  prey  which 
"  Death  has  feized.  M.  Mirabeau  is  at  this 
"  inftant  ftill  a  public  man.  By  attending 
**  to  this  difcourfe  you  will  in  a  manner  re- 
"  ceive  his  laft  figh."  The  reading  of  it 
was  liftened  to  with  a  religious  filence,  yet 
often  interrupted  by  applaufe.  The  Affem- 
bly ordered  it  to  be  printed,  and  adjourned 
the  debate. 

Mirabeau  pollened  fo  robuft  a  conftitu- 
tion,  fuch  extraordinary  ftrength,  that  it  was 
very  generally  fufpected  that  he  had  been 
poifoned.  But  he  was  opened,  in  prefence 
of  feveral  of  the  faculty,  by  his  own  phy- 
fician,  who  was  affectionately  attached  to 
him,  and  not  the  flighteft  appearance  of 
poifon  was  perceived.  For  near  a  month 
before,  his  health,  which  he  never  took  care 
of,  had  been  much  impaired  by  frequent 

attacks 
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attacks  of  the  colic,  and  the  diforder  that 
proved  fatal  was  the  natural  and  immediate 
confequence  of  a  debauch  which  he  had  car- 
ried to  the  greater!  excefs. 
■  Thus  died  this  man,  who  was  poffeiTed  of 
qualities  doubtlefs  very  rare,  but  the  mofi 
fatal  when  not  the  moll  valuable.  He  had 
fufficient  energy,  fufficient  ambition,  and 
more  talents  than  neceflary  to  fill  the  higheft 
offices  with  great  eminence  ;  in  a  word,  to  be  a 
Great  Man,  if  the  violence  of  his  paflions 
and  his  love  of  money  had  not  always  render- 
ed him  a  contemptible  one,  and  often  a  rafcal. 
It  would  be  very  difficult  t'o  felect  a  fingle 
period  of  his  life  free  from  errors  or  crimes. 
If  he  had  not  died  fo  foon,  he  might,  by 
important  fer vices,  have  repaired  a  part  of 
the  mifchief  he  had  done ;  he  might  perhaps 
have  laved  the  Monarchy  :  but  Providence, 
who'  fometimes  fuffers  the  wicked  to  tri- 
umph and  to  opprefs  virtue,  very  rarely  per- 
mits the  ignominious  path  of  wickednefs  to 
lead  to  that  of  real  glory.  The  extraordi- 
nary honours  decreed  to  Mirabeau  by  the 
Affembly  and  the  Capital,  were  but  of  fhort 
duration,  for  they  were  granted  for  criminal 
fervices,  for  a  conduct  much  lefs  deferv- 
ing  praife  than  contempt  and  punifhmcnt. 

Had 
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Had  they  been  the  reward  of  the  intentions 
and  of  the  plan  which  had  occupied  his 
mind  for  the  laft  three  months  of  his  life, 
they  would  have  been  immortal ;  becaufe 
they  would  have  been  the  homage  and  the 
recompence  of  virtue. 
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